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Revealing Revelation: The New Creation Sunday, 11/21/21 

Last week we sampled some of the judgments contained in John’s Revelation as 

necessary precursors to the fulfillment of God’s plan. The judgments will inevitably fall on 

the enemies of God, including even Satan and death. While God doesn’t expect perfection 

from imperfect people, Christ does insist that we turn away from evil, declaring and 

demonstrating our unequivocal allegiance to our Lord Jesus. 

Today we’re jumping ahead to the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises to God’s 

people: The New Creation. A final caution about reading Revelation with an eye toward 

literal interpretation: Nowhere is it clearer that Revelation is symbolically spiritual rather 

than a literal blueprint than in the description of the New Creation. We stand with John in 

seeing things that are three-dimensional, things that we could reach out and touch, but these 

are often merely signposts pointing us to a larger truth. 

The New Jerusalem is the perfect example. John describes this city descending from 

the clouds as a perfect cube, 1,400 miles to each side, with walls made of jasper (most likely 

diamond), 216 feet thick!1 Does John really intend to tell us that our future in Christ is to live 

forever in a kind of cubical snow globe? Thankfully, no. We find an important clue in 21:2, 

where we read, “And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 

heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”2 

We know that Paul wrote, on more than one occasion, comparing Christ to the 

bridegroom and the Church to the bride.3 This vision of a New Jerusalem appears to have 

been adapted from the last nine chapters of Ezekiel, in which the twelve gates of the city are 

each named for one of the twelve tribes of Israel.  

So what’s the point? If the church is the bride of Christ, the New Jerusalem descended 

from heaven, it points to the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promise, as we read in 21:3: “I 

heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! 

He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.” Don’t 

get lost in the details and the strange glowing cube. We may not be even capable of 

 
1 Revelation 21:16-17. New Living Translation (2nd Edition) 
2 Revelation 21:2. Ibid 
3 Ephesians 5:24-27; 2Corinthians 11:2 
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understanding what it will look or feel like to live in God’s eternal presence, but by faith we 

do know this: God’s home will be among us!  

The New Jerusalem is said in verse 22 to be without a Temple. That would have been 

a shocking image to a Jewish reader in the time of Christ. You can see in this scale model of 

Jerusalem that the Temple structure dominated the city. It was the focal point not only for 

the city, but for Jews and God-fearers everywhere, because it was the one place God’s 

people could go to make their relationship with God right by participating in festivals and 

offerings.  

But the temple was always meant to be a transitional thing, much like the Tabernacle 

used to house God’s presence while God’s people wandered in the wilderness. We know that 

with the coming of the Holy Spirit, God’s promise to live among us was partially fulfilled, 

but in the New Creation, we will live in the immediate presence of God completely: Creator, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. We will fully know and experience what it means to be the children of 

God.4 

Will that be the end? Yes, and no. It’s interesting that we encounter the title “Alpha 

and Omega” three times in Scripture, the first time in Revelation 1:8 in reference to “The 

Lord God,” and twice in the last two chapters, clearly identified with Jesus. Alpha and 

omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, hence, “the beginning and the end.” 

At the same time, we hear Christ utter the phrase, “It is finished!” twice, once as he gave up 

his spirit on the cross5 and once in Revelation 22:13 at the consummation of the New 

Creation. The crucifixion of Jesus was an ending of the Old Covenant of law and the 

beginning of the new covenant of grace. In the New Creation, there will be an ending of the 

New Covenant and the beginning of something even better. All sin, judgment, pain, and 

even death will be in the past. All that is “finished.” And yet the best is yet to come, living in 

perfectly restored relationship with God. 

We do, however, need to secure a place on the medals podium if we want to be part of 

the New Creation. How is that we become “victorious” as Jesus put it in 21:7? Apostasy is 

probably the fastest way to disqualify yourself. Apostasy means renouncing your faith, 

 
4 Revelation 21:7. New Living Translation (2nd Edition) 
5 John 19:30. Ibid 
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choosing to denounce the claims of Christ and live your life the way you want to, regardless 

of the way Jesus is walking. Do people do that. Yes they do, sometimes with great clarity 

and intentionality, but often by slowing fading away, giving less and less of themselves to 

God until they risk becoming opposed to God’s plans. Sometimes that happens under great 

duress, like some of the early Christians who renounced their faith in Christ to avoid being 

imprisoned, tortured, or killed. Sometimes it happens under no duress at all, as the byproduct 

of a wandering heart that chooses to serve someone other than Jesus. Don’t be that person, 

because you really do want to be standing with Jesus on that medal platform. 

Let’s read some more about the New Creation. I’m reading assorted verses in 

Revelation 22, beginning with the first verse in the New Living Translation. 

{Read Revelation 22:1-5, 12-17, 20-21 NLT}  

What is this water of life? You may recall the proclamation of Jesus in the Temple as 

recorded in the Gospel of John, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! 38 Anyone who 

believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will 

flow from his heart.’”6 The Gospel goes on to identify that living water as the indwelling 

Holy Spirit.7 So what are we to make of the river of the water of life flowing from the throne 

of God and through the New Jerusalem? If the New Jerusalem is a symbol for the Church, 

one commentator summarized it nicely by noting that it represents “the activity and 

blessings of the Holy Spirit flowing from God's throne in the heart of the believer.”8 It’s yet 

another way to describe what it will be like to live fully in the presence of God, continually 

nurtured by God’s Spirit and blessings. 

Both the river of the water of life and the tree of life hearken back to the description of 

Eden in Genesis 2 and 3, where we find both the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and 

the tree of life. In Genesis, Adam and Eve, the progenitors of the Church, were banned from 

the Garden because of their disobedience. Ezekiel gave us a foreshadow of the of the New 

Creation in chapter 47 of his vision. Our Scriptures are bookended by Revelation, where the 

New Creation arrives at last, sin will is put to death, and nothing can separate God’s people 

 
6 John 7:37-38. Ibid 
7 John 7:39. Ibid 
8 Steve Gregg (ed), Revelation: Four Views (p. 498). 
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from being nourished by the fruit and healed by the leaves of the tree of life. Remember, this 

doesn’t mean we’re all going to become fruitarians- yes, that’s a word-, eating only fruit and 

wrapping ourselves in tree leaves. Expand your imagination beyond the literal.  

Perhaps it means that our lives won’t come to an end when we die. That is, living 

forever doesn’t mean become frozen in time in a holy snow globe with the end of all things. 

Revelation depicts the New Creation as a growing and living thing, marked by the dynamic 

and sustaining river of God’s Holy Spirit and the fruitfulness of the Spirit in the lives of 

God’s people, the New Jerusalem, which God now calls home. That sounds pretty good to 

me. How about you? 

Revelation ends with several invitations. “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’”9 In 

other words, God’s Holy Spirit and God’s Holy Church, both say, Come, Lord Jesus, come 

to establish the New Creation.   

The second invitation is to you and me: “Let anyone who hears this say, ‘Come.’”10 

And so in faith we all say, Come, Lord Jesus, come to establish the New Creation.  

And the third invitation is for anyone and everyone who recognizes their need and has 

the desire to be a part of what God has planned since before the beginning of time: “Let 

anyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who desires drink freely from the water of life.”11  

Are you thirsty? Do you recognize that there’s more to your life than the pain and 

plodding that we endure in this life? Revelation offers us words of hope, and a clear 

invitation to make that hope our own. 

Please take some time now to reflect on your thirst for the Living Water. 

        
Bill Reinhart, Pastor 
pastorbill@buffaloumc.com 

 
9 Revelation 22:17. Ibid 
10 Ibid 
11 Ibid 


