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He Will Be Called: Almighty God   Sunday, 12/5/21 

Last week, we reflected on the first of Isaiah’s titles for Jesus, Wonderful Counselor, 

the King who still offers the very best council for us through the Holy Spirit, if only we’ll 

open our eyes, ears, and hearts and allow that council to change our attitudes and actions. 

This morning we’ll turn to Jesus as our Mighty God. 

What if God were good but weak? Beautiful but powerless? God might want to bless 

us but be unable to. Wouldn’t this God of good intentions be a bit pathetic? The prophet 

Isaiah named our Lord Mighty God, the Messiah with both the will and the power to save us. 

But are we really comfortable with that side of Jesus? 

I’m guessing that many of us are most comfortable with Jesus in his incarnation, that 

is, his time when he walked the earth as a man. The incarnation is what Christmas is all 

about, the coming of the divine into time and space as a person. It’s the humanity of Jesus 

that helps us to relate to the Gospel accounts of his days on earth, when he walked and ate 

and slept like us. It’s his humanity that was made so evident when he bled and died on a 

cross. 

But Jesus wasn’t just a man born in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago. Before anything was 

created, Jesus is. In the mystery of the trinity that none of us can fully understand, God the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are three persons but one God. So as we prepare to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus this year, let’s remember Isaiah’s affirmation, hundreds of years 

before the first Christmas, that Jesus is our Mighty God. 

In our reading from Isaiah 61 this morning, we encounter the prophetic words that 

Jesus claimed for himself at the beginning of his ministry: “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord 

is upon me.”1 That phrase is a powerful clue to gaining an understanding of just how it is 

that Jesus is our Mighty God. We considered last week the important role of the Holy Spirit 

in continuing the work of the Wonderful Counselor, serving as our advocate before the 

throne of God and speaking to us as the Spirit of Truth, convincing us of our sin and the 

righteousness of Jesus. This time, the Spirit is associated with the sovereignty of God.  

There’s that word again: Sovereign. Do you remember it from our journey through 
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John’s Revelation? Sovereignty is the right and power of a ruler to govern a people. In other 

words, Jesus is our Mighty God because he has been anointed, not just with water or oil, but 

with an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. That Spirit and anointing gives him the right to rule in 

the name of the Father and the power to do as the King wills. Think about that for a moment. 

The baby that will be born in a manager was, is, and will always be, the King of all creation, 

because the Spirit of the sovereign Lord rests upon him. 

But here’s where Isaiah’s description of our Mighty God begins to go off the rails. 

What will our Mighty God do? Lead us in a military uprising? Triple our military might? 

No. Our Mighty God will bring good news to the poor, comfort the broken hearted, free 

those in bondage, and bring joy to those in mourning. Suddenly this Mighty Messiah King 

has been transformed into a figure much more closely resembling the Good Shepherd. How 

is it that our Mighty God would choose to exercise might in such a humble way? It turns out 

that not all power is the same, and Christ’s mighty power to save came not only by the Spirit 

of the Sovereign Lord, but also through self-sacrifice. Let’s read more as we jump forward 

from Isaiah to Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi. I’m reading from Chapter 2, beginning 

with the first verse, in the New Living Translation. {Read Philippians 2:1-11 NLT}  

The Christmas season isn’t one that’s usually dominated by expressions of self-

sacrifice, right? Yes, we do give gifts and sometimes make some charitable contributions, 

but in proportion to our total spending, isn’t self-indulgence a more honest characterization? 

How many of us use the Christmas season to serve ourselves, spending more on presents for 

ourselves than others? And yet the reason for Christmas is the birth of the one who would 

demonstrate for all the holy power that comes with self-sacrifice.  

I wonder what Christmas would be like if we all gave the gifts to others that Paul 

suggests most resemble the attitude and actions of Jesus? What if we set aside our 

differences, sacrificially, and decided to agree with one another for the sake of being able to 

work “together with one mind and purpose?”2 What if we gave up trying to impress each 

other by what we own or what we know and focused instead on lifting up the worth of 

others? What if we gave the gift of taking interest in the needs of others before we allowed 
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ourselves to become consumed by our own needs?3  

Jesus demonstrated power in this way as our Mighty God. Is it possible for us to walk 

in His footsteps, learning to exercise the power of humility instead of the corrupted power of 

wealth and force? 

The following story of humility comes from the pages of Our Daily Bread: 

 [In 1881,] [s]hortly after [Booker T. Washington, the renowned black educator] took 

over the presidency of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, he was walking in an exclusive section 

of town when he was stopped by a wealthy white woman. Not knowing the famous Mr. 

Washington by sight, she asked if he would like to earn a few dollars by chopping wood for 

her. Because he had no pressing business at the moment, Professor Washington smiled, 

rolled up his sleeves, and proceeded to do the humble chore she had requested. When he was 

finished, he carried the logs into the house and stacked them by the fireplace. A little girl 

recognized him and later revealed his identity to the lady. The next morning the 

embarrassed woman went to see Mr. Washington in his office at the Institute and apologized 

profusely. "It's perfectly all right, Madam," he replied. "Occasionally I enjoy a little manual 

labor. Besides, it's always a delight to do something for a friend." She shook his hand 

warmly and assured him that his meek and gracious attitude had endeared him and his work 

to her heart.  

The Apostle Paul, writing to the church in Philippi, knew a thing or two about 

humility. Paul was transformed by the power of Jesus from the powerful and feared chief 

prosecutor of Christians for the Jewish religious hierarchy into a Jesus-believing fugitive on 

the run. Instead of accumulating power and prestige, Paul traded his freedom and position of 

worldly authority for imprisonment, beatings, shipwrecks, and eventually, martyrdom. So 

it’s with no small amount of spiritual authority that Paul wrote to the Philippians, instructing 

them to be humble, thinking of others as better than themselves.  

The Apostle Paul goes on to say that we should look not only to our own interests but 

also to the interests of others. Let’s imagine for a moment what that might look like. People 

who look to the interests of others ask questions. I don’t mean questions like, “how are 
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you?” I mean questions that probe into our lives. People who look to the interests of others 

spend at least as much time listening as they do talking. And sometimes, people who look to 

the interests of others go beyond conversation and put their caring into action, like giving 

someone a ride to church or visiting them when they can’t leave home. These people are an 

experience of grace made into flesh, a refreshment of your soul to be around. I know, 

because I married one, and I see so many saints in our church who pour out their lives in this 

way. I hope that everyone here can think of at least one person in their life who embodies 

this character. And more than that, I pray that each one of us might grow in this attitude, an 

attitude that is so much in keeping with the attitude of Jesus 

Don’t mistake the humility of Christ for powerlessness. Jesus is co-eternal with the 

Father and the Spirit. Jesus was present when creation was spoken into existence. Jesus 

reigns as our sovereign Lord. But God didn’t come into creation to lay down the law with an 

iron fist of control. Instead, God came as Jesus, full of grace, love of others, and an ability 

and will to take that love to its ultimate expression of sacrifice. Jesus remains our powerful 

savior, so don’t be reluctant to call out to him for your salvation. But as you do so, know that 

Jesus has shown us the path of salvation, and it’s marked not by forceful control, but by 

humble self-giving as an expression of love. This Christmas, give the gift of humble love, 

and in doing so, you’ll honor the name of our Mighty God. 

Please take some time now to reflect on how Jesus is your Mighty God. 
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