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Encounters with Jesus: The Two Advocates Sunday, 2/19/23 

Last week we focused on the central question of the Bible: Who is Jesus? Each of us 

must decide whose testimony we’ll believe: that of the Holy Spirit, or that of Satan. 

Today we’re wrapping up this worship series with a look at how we encounter Jesus 

on the cross and through the Holy Spirit. Near the end of John’s Gospel, the prospects for 

the movement that was to become the Church didn’t seem too bright. Its charismatic leader, 

Jesus, was about to be arrested, tried, and crucified. And on the eve of his arrest, it was clear 

that the select few of his followers who he had hand-picked to establish his church were 

almost as clueless as they were when their journey of discipleship began three years earlier. 

Preparing them for his death, resurrection, and ascension to his Father, it might have 

disappointed Jesus to hear Thomas reply to him, “We have no idea where you are going.”1 

Was there any hope for these hapless apostles who were meant to become missionary 

builders of a brand-new Kingdom? 

We don’t have to wait long for the answer to that question, as Jesus continues his 

discourse to his Apostles in the Upper Room. I’m reading from the Gospel of John in the 

fourteenth chapter, beginning with verse 15 in the New Living Translation. {Read John 

14:15-20, 22-28 NLT}  

The advocate for the disciples that Jesus referred to is the Holy Spirit. There’s much 

that we can learn about the Holy Spirit from a study of God’s Word. For example, Hebrews 

9:14 instructs us that the Holy Spirit is eternal. Luke 1:35 reveals that the Holy Spirit carries 

the power of the Most High. In 1 Corinthians 2, we learn that the Holy Spirit is all-knowing, 

searching the hearts of people and even the thoughts of God. Psalms 139:7 proclaims that the 

Holy Spirit is present everywhere.  

We also know that Scriptures reveal the Holy Spirit to be a person, and not just an 

impersonal force. Peter said that the Holy Spirit can be lied to. Paul writes in Hebrews 10 

that the Holy Spirit can be insulted. The Holy Spirit can also be blasphemed against, 

according to Mark 3:29, grieved, according to Ephesians 4:30, and resisted, according to 

Acts 7:51. 

 
1John 14:5. New Living Translation (2nd Edition) 
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Scripture uses a wide variety of names for the Holy Spirit that reveal something of the 

nature of this misunderstood part of God’s trinity. Just a sampling of the many names used 

for the Holy Spirit given in both Old and New Testaments include: The Breath of Life; the 

Breath of the Almighty; the Spirit of Judgment and Fire; the Spirit of Wisdom and 

Understanding; the Spirit of Counsel and Power; the Eyes of the Lord; the Spirit of Grace 

and Supplication; the Living Water; the Counselor; the Spirit of Truth; the Spirit of Life; and 

the Spirit of Christ.  

But the Greek word here that we translate as “advocate”, paraclete, is really closest in 

meaning to a defense attorney in a court of law.2 Timothy Keller explains the nuanced 

meaning of the word in this way: “Your defense attorney is sympathetically on and at your 

side, to be sure. But he or she is not there merely to comfort you. Indeed, your defense 

lawyer may have hard and challenging things to say to you, yet always in order to help your 

case and cause. And he or she does not merely speak to you but also speaks to the powers 

that be for you.”3 

Are any of you old enough to remember this famous television defense attorney? Who 

is he? That’s right, Perry Mason. Perry Mason was the attorney you’d want to have on your 

favorites contact list if you were accused of a crime. He had a unique ability to expose the 

truth when it was mired in deceit and darkness. 

In a way, this advocate that Jesus has sent us is like Perry Mason. The Holy Spirit 

wants what’s in our best interest and knows that there will a come a day when we face our 

trial date for judgment. That means that the Spirit will have to give us some nudges from 

time to time that steer us back into the direction of following Jesus. The Spirit knows that 

we’re all guilty, and our only possibility of avoiding a harsh sentence from the judge is to 

plead the grace of Jesus. 

I’ve spoken with plenty of people who don’t believe there will be any kind of final 

judgement. They may not even believe that there is any kind of absolute right or wrong. If 

that’s what you really believe, then you probably don’t think you need an advocate like the 

Holy Spirit, because you think you’ll never have a court date. But I have to tell you that the 

 
2 Timothy Keller. Encounters with Jesus, p. 132. Penguin, 2013. 
3 Ibid 
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consistent witness of the Scriptures and the Christian Church is that there is a standard of 

holiness that we’re called to that we can’t possibly meet. That’s the bad news. But that’s not 

the end of the story. 

When Jesus mentioned the Holy Spirit, did you notice what He said? “[T]he father 

will give you another Advocate.”4 Another Advocate! That implies there’s a primary 

advocate, before the Holy Spirit. I wonder who it is? Could it be this slick attorney from 

Law and Order? Hopefully it’s not Judge Judy! No, thankfully, our first advocate is Jesus 

himself. And Jesus goes one better for us than simply presenting a convincing case to the 

judge, with credible witnesses and slick graphics. Jesus doesn’t even try to introduce the 

shadow of a doubt in the judge’s mind, because Jesus knows that were guilty. No, 

astonishingly, Jesus provides for us a legal basis for which we must be found innocent under 

God’s law despite the incontrovertible facts of our guilt! Timothy Keller imagines Jesus 

making his case to his Father in this way: “Father, my people have sinned, and the law 

demands that the wages of sin be death. But I have paid for those sins. See, here's my blood, 

the token of my death! On the cross I have paid the penalty for these sins completely. Now, 

if anyone were to exact two payments for the same sin, it would be unjust. And so-I am not 

asking for mercy for them I'm asking for justice.”5 

Let’s go back to the Upper Room now, on that night before Jesus would be beaten and 

hung on a cross to die. These disciples gathered around the table were simple people without 

the benefit of two thousand years of hindsight. Could there possibly have been anything 

Jesus might have said to them beyond what he did to better prepare them for what was about 

to happen? I don’t think so. Although they couldn’t understand it, it was necessary for Jesus 

to die on the cross to absolve them of the guilt that stood between them and God. And it was 

necessary for Jesus to return to His Father so that the Holy Spirit could come and serve as 

our advocate, preparing us for that court date, whether we believe it will come or not. I love 

the way Timothy Keller distinguished between the work of the two advocates, writing: “The 

first Advocate [that is, Jesus] is speaking to God for you, but the second advocate [that is, 

 
4 John 14:16. New Living Translation (2nd Edition) 
5 Timothy Keller. Encounters with Jesus, p. 139. Penguin, 2013. 
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the Holy Spirit] is speaking to you for you.”6  

Maybe that helps us understand why the disciples so often appeared to be clueless. In 

a way, they were inevitably handicapped in their understanding of Jesus because, unlike us, 

they had no Advocate speaking to their heart in ways that their heads couldn’t understand. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit is one of the most underappreciated gifts of God in the Church. 

What little faith and knowledge of Jesus that we have is because of the advocacy of the Holy 

Spirit in our lives.  And the presence of that Advocate was only made possible because of 

who Jesus is and what he first did. 

When I first learned about the Holy Spirit, I asked, how can that be real for me instead 

of just an idea? The short answer to a long question is that we open ourselves to the powerful 

presence and work of the Holy Spirit whenever we intentionally avail ourselves of the 

ordinary means that God has given us to make room for God’s grace in our lives. The good 

news is that you already know what these means of grace are. They’re acts of worship, like 

we’re doing right now. They’re acts of devotion, like personal prayer and reading your 

Bible. They’re acts of Justice, like standing up for the rights of immigrants. They’re acts of 

compassion, like feeding a hungry person.  

These aren’t acts of magic that invoke God’s Spirit. God will not be owned our 

manipulated by us. But they are acts that tend to put us in the center of the action where God 

is already at work in this world. They’re acts that work out in our lives what we already 

know of the heart and will of God. And they’re acts that God’s Spirit loves to be a part of. 

And we desperately need more of God’s Spirit in our lives. As Timothy Keller rightly 

observed, “Without the work of the spirit you can't know Jesus or know his peace.”7 

Before returning to His Father, Jesus promised that we’d have two advocates. He’s 

already done his part through his saving work on the cross and in sending His Holy Spirit. 

The next part is up to us. Can you conceive that you actually do need supernatural advocates, 

both in this life and the next? Then you need to believe in Jesus, embrace the grace He offers 

you through his gift of salvation, and then do the ongoing work of opening your heart to the 

voice and power of the Holy Spirit, allowing the Spirit to lead you into greater Christ-

 
6 Ibid, p. 141. 
7 Ibid, p. 145. 
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likeness with each passing day. It’s all about receiving and offering God’s grace, which in 

turn is all about what Jesus did on the cross for us. 

Take a moment to reflect on the Holy Spirit in your life. How can the means of grace 

open your life to more of God’s Spirit? 
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