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Do You Still Not Understand?  Sunday, 3/22/20 

1 The world has truly gone crazy, hasn’t it? On Friday, I saw this news post about 

Wally the Alligator, a registered emotional support animal for a man in Pennsylvania. Am I 

the only looking at this and asking, “Now what could possibly go wrong?” You might be 

wondering if Wally has all his teeth- he does. You might be thinking that Wally stays safely 

at home- he doesn’t. Wally regularly goes out to restaurants with his owner as well as 

swimming in the river with him. Just when you thought the coronavirus was the most 

pressing existential threat, now we have people walking around in public with emotional 

support alligators? Maybe all this social distancing has come about at exactly the right time 

after all!  

2 It’s been a week, hasn’t it? Everything around us has become scary, unfamiliar, and 

surreal, like a bad movie. Buffalo United Methodist Church, guests, friends, and family, I 

really missing seeing your faces, hearing your voices, and sharing our joys and sorrows 

together!  As we worship today, let’s remember that this is not the end of the world. The 

suffering and disorientation is real, but so too is the love and power of God, and the way that 

love and power is being shared by the church, the people of God, all around the world in the 

midst of this pandemic. We can never fully comprehend our reality in the present, but we 

can trust that when we look back on it, we will see clear signs that God has been both 

present and actively working to redeem and heal the brokenness. 

I wonder if the head-spinning disorientation we all feel now is anything like that 

experienced by those first disciples of Jesus when he first made the big reveal to them that 

he would be dying and then rising from the dead. Let’s face it, if you hadn’t heard the Easter 

story in Sunday School, if you hadn’t heard it in a sermon or a song or at a funeral, if you 

hadn’t seen it on television or in a movie, then you might well be a bit bamboozled by this 

talk of Jesus rising from the dead. Even today, when we talk about people rising from the 

dead, it’s usually in reference to one of the many Zombie Apocalypse shows that are being 

served up on streaming video and game platforms all around the world. You know the one’s 

I’m talking about, right? {Make the form of a zombie: “Braaaaaaaaaains!”} How’s that for 

an internet meme? Zombie Pastor Bill! 

3 Most of us know better, of course, then to mistake the Easter story for one of the evil 
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undead taking over the world. But the truth is, more and more people in this world have 

either not heard the Easter story, they don’t believe it, or they don’t understand the fullness 

of why it’s such astonishingly good news. And without any doubt, that was definitely true of 

those oft-seeming witless disciples who Jesus first called to follow him. As Mark put it in 

our first reading, “[T]hey often asked each other what [Jesus] meant by “rising from the 

dead.” This wasn’t a question of theology, they obviously and repeatedly had no idea what 

Jesus meant. As we seek to understand Jesus the servant today, let’s start by asking if we 

understand just what Jesus meant by “rising from the dead.” 

4 From the hindsight of history, the Bible makes it very clear to us exactly what Jesus 

meant. Early on Easter morning, while the men were all hiding, the women went to the tomb 

of Jesus and found nothing in the tomb except his grave clothes. He then appeared to the 

women, the other disciples, and many others. Was he a ghost? No, the disciples were able to 

touch him, and he shared a meal of fish with them. Was his body just healed of its wounds? 

No, in many different accounts, he wasn’t recognized because his appearance had changed. 

On top of that, he somehow had abilities that ordinary people don’t have, like vanishing 

from sight and walking through walls. What then did Jesus mean by rising from the dead?  

Some say Jesus only meant that his teaching would go on without him. Ridiculous. 

Why not simply say as much? Some say that his spirit was raised, but he left behind his 

broken body. Absurd! Read all the eyewitness accounts. One of my seminary professors at 

Asbury in Kentucky, Jerry Walls,  asked each incoming class if we’d renounce our faith if an 

archeologist produced incontrovertible proof that she had discovered the bones of Jesus. The 

most orthodox response to that question is yes, because as Christians we believe that Jesus 

rose not only in spirit, but also in body. He didn’t leave any bones behind. The tomb was, 

and still is empty. 

5 Why is that important? Because the resurrection of Jesus proves to us that God 

didn’t simply create this world and then abandon it. God’s ultimate plan is not to scoop us all 

up in a net and whisk us all away into the clouds, rescuing us from the tribulations of this 

world. The weight of evidence in the Bible supports a vision of Christ’s return to remake the 

creation we’re living in today, including each of us, with new and perfect resurrection 

bodies. This is a picture from Laos, by the way, in the event you can’t wait for God’s 
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paradise to be restored and need a place to retreat to after the corona-craziness is over. 

And now here’s where this becomes really important. Jesus said that this isn’t just a 

hope for tomorrow, but for today. When he said the Kingdom of Heaven is drawing near, he 

meant that even now, even in the midst of pandemics, floods, tornados, and recession, God is 

actively at work preparing all of creation to be remade the way God intended. And a crucial 

part of bringing that healing I you and me, Christians, the Church, the Body of Christ in this 

world. Paradise was never meant to be an unpopulated landscape.  We are the crowning 

achievement of God’s creation, and as followers of Jesus, we have some work to do. 

6 In our second reading today, Jesus further confounded the already bewildered 

disciples by turning their understanding of greatness on its head, a teaching that was 

intimately linked to his promise that he would rise from the dead. James and John 

mistakenly belueved that Jesus was going to lead them to victory over the Romans by divine 

force. “Servant leadership” didn’t become a popular business catch phrase until long after 

Jesus showed the world what servant leadership looks like. Just as Jesus found victory over 

death by laying down his life for us, we find victory over the pain and brokenness of this 

world by laying down our lives for others. There are those who serve in law enforcement, 

medicine, and emergency services do that quite literally, but for most of us, it’s more of a 

marathon of love rather than a climax of crucifixion.  

Friends, the time is now. Surely Jesus is speaking to each one of us today and 

reminding us again, “Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant...For 

even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.”1 I’m learning more each day how creative and compassionate we all can 

be when faced with the need. The internet is buzzing with people sharing ideas for how to 

care for each other in these days, and I see more creative sharing happening online than ever 

before. If Jesus really is who Mark says he is- The Son of God, crucified then risen from the 

dead- then we who would follow him must step out in service to hurting people if we want to 

follow Jesus in resurrection and in bringing about the restoration of God’s creation.  

Dig deeply into your heart and ask yourself, who is this man? If I really believe he laid 

 
1 Mark 10:43-45. New Living Translation (2nd Edition) 
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down his life for me and then rose from the dead, what am I doing to follow his example of 

servant leadership by laying down my own life for the sake of others?  

7 How strangely counterintuitive it is that we’re all being asked to respond to a world 

crisis by staying home! I can’t help but think of the more typical crises that require many 

hands gathering to lay down sandbags in the face of a flood, or to distribute food and 

clothing to those sheltering in the aftermath of a tornado. Now instead of being asked to go 

out and help, we’re being told to go home. And that is the most important thing for most of 

us to do right now to help slow the spread of the virus.  

But as we settle into our homes for who knows how long, don’t forget about those 

who are living beyond the walls of your living space. How can we rise above our fear and 

our pain to creatively reach out to others who are suffering, while still doing our part for the 

cause of social distancing? Need ideas? The internet is overflowing with them right now. Go 

get some, asking God to stir your heart and your mind, mobilizing your faith in servant 

ministry to others. 

The suffering in this pandemic is real and prolonged, but out of our struggles God is 

already bringing redemption. Guess what? God is doing that through people just like you 

and me. That’s encouraging, but it’s also challenging, a bit of a spiritual kick in the butt for 

the church. What you choose to do, or not do, is ultimately tied to what you really believe 

about Jesus. Who is this man? 
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