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John: The Word Became Flesh    Sunday, 3/6/22 

John’s prolog is kind of impossible to tackle in small pieces, so let’s finish reading the 

prolog before moving on.  I’m resuming with John 1:10 in the New Revised Standard 

Version. {Read John 1:10-18 NRSV}  

I always appreciate a writer who gets right to the point, and John does exactly that in 

the prolog to his Gospel. In fact, even the first five of the 18 verses serve as a concise 

summary of John’s main points. Instead of Matthew’s long genealogy linking Jesus to 

Abraham, John gives us “in the beginning,” taking us all the way back to the first verses of 

Genesis, where we read, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth 

was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the surface of the waters.”1 

Think about that for a moment. If you were going to write down an account of who 

Jesus is for the benefit of someone else, how would you start? Luke goes back to the  birth 

prophecies of John the Baptist and Jesus. Mark starts with John preaching repentance in the 

wilderness and the baptism of Jesus. But the very first thing John does is point us to creation. 

Why? 

Perhaps that was the most direct way for John to unpack the complicated identity of 

who Jesus is, especially in relation to God the creator and Spirit. In a way, John gives us a 

compact trinitarian theology in only a few verses. By tying Jesus to Genesis 1:1 and 1:2, 

John establishes the Father, Son, and Spirit all present and instrumental in the creation. He 

establishes Jesus as the author of all life. He establishes in John 1:1 that Jesus is God, but 

was also with God, which is one of those weird trinitarian mysteries about God being one 

God in three persons. That’s so much substance in just a few verses of text. And yet, there’s 

even more. 

A beloved prayer by Saint Francis includes this line: “Where there is darkness, let 

there be light.” Light in contrast to dark is a major theme, not just of John, but also of 

Genesis, where we read, “Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God 

saw that the light was good. Then he separated the light from the darkness.”2 God’s first act 

 
1 Genesis 1:1-2. New Living Translation (2nd Edition). 
2 Genesis 1:3-4. Ibid. 
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of creation was to separate light and darkness, and so it’s no accident that John writes, “The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”3 

In the creation story, light was the first creative imprint of God’s being, establishing a 

divine beachhead in the formless dark. In John, light takes on a variety of general meanings, 

such as holiness, hope, wisdom, and goodness. But it also has a specific identification with 

Jesus himself, of whom John writes, “was the light of all people.”4 

We’re only beginning to plumb the depths of John’s prolog, because we need to 

consider why John uses this strange circumlocution for Jesus: “The Word.” Why not just 

write “Jesus?” Mark took a much more straightforward approach in the first verse of his 

Gospel: “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”5 Is there any 

doubt of whom Mark is writing, and why?  

The Greek word that Bible translators render into English as “Word” is logos, which 

can mean a variety of things, like word, logic, reason, and knowledge. I like how Adam 

Hamilton put it in his book, John: The Gospel of Light and Life. “The word is God's heart, 

God's reasoning, God's mind, God's purposes, God's character, God's creative power, and 

God's desire to reveal himself to us.”6 In other words, as I said in the Early Word, Jesus is 

the perfect summary of God’s will for creation and God’s Word, the Bible. Mathew and 

Luke included birth narratives to highlight God coming into creation, becoming flesh. John 

makes the same claim, but in this deliciously compact theological statement. 

I don’t know if this same kind of wordplay would have existed in the Greek, but do 

you see how Jesus as the Word ties so many things together? How was creation 

accomplished? God spoke words, “Let there be light.” How were life and light brought into 

the broken world of John? By the Word of God, Jesus. What do we normally call the Word 

of God? The Holy Bible, God’s revelation of himself to us. Who’s the one person who best 

reflects the Bible in his character and life? Jesus, who just happens to also be called the 

Word. Isn’t that just so cool! And we’ve only begun to look at the first eight verses of John.  

 
3 John 1:5. Ibid. 
4 John 1:4. Ibid. 
5 Mark 1:1. New Revised Standard Version. 
6 Adam Hamilton. John: The Gospel of Light and Life, p. 16. Abingdon, 2015. 
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As Adam Hamilton points out, John was particularly fond of the word that we 

translate as “life,” using it not just in his prolog, but 47 times in his Gospel.7 When John 

writes of Jesus that “in him was life,”8 we know from the benefit of having read the 

complete Gospel that life for John’s Jesus often means eternal life, life that’s completely free 

from the curse of death, sin, pain, and decay. Life stands in contrast to death as light stands 

in contrast to darkness.  

But the life Jesus offers differs from what we might expect in a couple of key ways. 

First, it doesn’t begin when we die, but begins in the here and now as we begin to believe in 

Jesus. Believing in Jesus brings us to the second surprise. Life in Jesus isn’t simply a 

continuation of the self-centered lives we live today, but a rebirth into the life of Jesus, 

something John sometimes calls “abiding” in Jesus. You might say that we gain life in Jesus 

as our lives begin to conform to the Word of God- that is, both the revealed Word of God in 

the Scriptures and the revealed Word of God in the life of Jesus.  

Our major calling as Christians is to undertake that transformational journey 

ourselves, and to invite others to take that journey with us. Adam Hamilton includes a 

penetrating quotation from Russel Moore, who wrote: “For too long, we've called 

unbelievers to ‘invite Jesus into your life.’ Jesus doesn't want to be in your life. Your life's a 

wreck. Jesus calls you into his life. And his life isn't boring or purposeless or static. It's wild 

and exhilarating and unpredictable.”9 

It’s astonishing enough that John claimed Jesus to be the incarnate creator, but then he 

goes on to claim that we ourselves can have an intimate, familial relationship with God. 

What might John mean when he writes that Jesus gives us “power to become children of 

God?” 

The Psalmist doesn’t specifically call us children of God, but he certainly implies it 

when he describes God knitting us together in our mothers’ wombs. In that sense, every 

human being is a child of God since God is the author of all life. But John has a more 

specific and exclusive idea in mind when he writes “children of God.” A child of God for 

 
7 Ibid, p. 20. 
8 John 1:4. New Revised Standard Version. 
9 Adam Hamilton. John: The Gospel of Light and Life, pp. 21-22. Abingdon, 2015. 
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John is someone who trusts Jesus and manifests Jesus-like attitudes and behaviors, living 

righteously and loving others.10 A child of God is someone who chooses to live in the light 

instead of the darkness. A child of God embodies the light that brings life.  

To say that Jesus gives us the power to become children of God means that Jesus also 

gives us a choice. Each day we face that choice when the alarm goes off and we get out of 

bed. What did you choose today? What will your choice be tomorrow? 

One of the more surprising tests you might apply to see how firmly you’ve chosen to 

be a child of God is the grace and truth test. John writes that while Moses was big on truth, 

Jesus gave us both truth and grace. Do you remember how to read these Venn diagrams? 

Children of God live in the intersection of the two circles, where Jesus is.  

To live in truth without grace would be as if we were clinging to the ten 

commandments for our salvation without any understanding of the love and atonement of 

Jesus. To live in grace without truth would be to simply ignore everything in God’s 

revelation about what is righteous and good, living to please other people and sliding 

through life without conflict.  

If you were to put an “x” on this diagram for yourself, where would you be today? A 

choice to be a child of God is a choice to abide in Jesus, full of both truth and grace. 

As we begin our season of Lent, examining our hearts and lives in preparation for the 

resurrection of Easter Sunday, ask yourself this question: In what ways have I chosen to 

become a child of God? Would a person who didn’t know me see the light of Jesus in my 

life, or the darkness of sin?  

Lent can be a difficult season of confronting the sin and bad habits in our lives, as well 

as facing our lack of righteousness and good works. But it can also be a time to decide again 

to choose to abide in Jesus. It’s not too late for you to do that today. Let’s pray. 

Lord Jesus, we confess that you are the Word of God made visible. Convince our 

wayward hearts of that truth and bear the fruit of your truth and grace in our lives. Amen. 

Please take some time now to reflect on your decision to be a child of God. 

 

 
10 cf 1John 5:19. 
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