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And It Was Good  Sunday, 4/26/20 

[OFF] Creation is a word that we let fly off our lips rather casually, as if we can really 

grasp the enormity of the act of God’s creation or the extent of it. Astronomers estimate that 

it’s about forty-eight billion light years from where our planet sits to the edge of the known 

universe.1 And that’s just the known universe! Somehow it seems fitting that a God who has 

no beginning or end would create something that at least appears to us to have no limits. For 

the next six weeks, we’ll focus in a little closer to home and consider our care of the earth, 

which is in itself more than any one of us can really fully know. The surface of the earth 

covers a staggering 122 billion acres, with only about a third of that dry land.2 Much of the 

ocean depths remain unexplored. In addition to the nearly 8 billion people,3 imagine how 

many plants and animals live on this planet! Biodiversity and Conservation magazine 

estimates that the world population of birds alone is between 200 and 400 billion.4 Wow! 

Isn’t God’s creation breathtakingly enormous!  

[SHARE: Dragonfly Picture] And yet, Gods’ creation can be incredibly small as well. 

Here’s a dragonfly I photographed in Sibley State Park in 2008. I imagine it wasn’t more 

than a couple of inches long and wide. Look at the tiny, delicate sections in each of the four 

wings. I didn’t count them, but I’m guessing there are between fifty and one hundred 

sections per wing. And that’s just the tip of the iceberg for how complex each living thing is 

at a cellular or atomic level. One estimate is that the average human body contains over 37 

trillion cells.5 And atoms? About seven billion, billion, billion atoms, which is a seven 

follow by twenty-seven zeroes!6 Wow! Take a moment to appreciate that God’s creation is 

both breathtakingly large in scope, but also breathtakingly detailed in complexity.  

[OFF] The scope and complexity of creation speak to God’s creative power, but I 

want to mostly reflect today on God’s goodness. Genesis 1 is a beautiful poetic account of 

creation that speaks to both. We read again and again that God spoke, and there it was. 

That’s astonishing! Who other than the one we worship is capable of that? But Genesis 1 is 

 
1 https://phys.org/news/2015-10-big-universe.html 
2 https://www.newstatesman.com/global-issues/2011/03/land-queen-world-australia 
3 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/ 
4https://link.springer.com/article/10.1023/A:1018341530497 
5 https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/how-many-cells-are-in-the-human-body 
6 https://science.howstuffworks.com/atoms-in-person.htm 
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also repeatedly punctuated by God’s recognition that each creative act was good, and in fact, 

“very good.” In what was God’s creation good, is it still good today, and what does the 

goodness of creation have to do with us today? 

As I said in the Early Word, the goodness of God’s creation stands in contrast to the 

absence of everything apart from God, who we believe is eternal and not created, which also 

means that there has never been a moment when God did not exist. I know, I know, that’s 

impossible to get our minds around, because we ourselves are created beings. But try to 

imagine for a moment the existence of God without anything or anybody else! Despite the 

perfection of our eternal God, that state was apparently not good enough!  

And so God spoke, “Let there be light.” And there was light. Of all the things we take 

for granted in this world, surely light is one of them. Yes, we suffer our share of cloudy days 

in Minnesota, but the sun sets and the sun rises and to some degree we all have that light 

without which none of us could live. I was reminded of how much we depend even on 

electric light this week upon hearing about a racoon that chewed into a transformer and left 

half of Ames, Iowa without electricity. Staying safe at home has been a hardship, but 

imagine doing that in the dark! 

[SHARE: yellow leaves] Without light, we wouldn’t be able to see contrast, like the 

way the dark branches of this tree vein through the back-lighted leaves. Without light, we 

wouldn’t be able to see and appreciate the shades of yellow, orange, and green in these fall 

leaves. Without light there would no rainbows, and no auroras. Light itself is life-giving and 

beautiful, and it brings out the beauty in God’s creation. 

There’s a poem by Wendel Berry that Willard Krietlow turned me onto, entitled “A 

Timbered Choir.” I love the way it captures the goodness of creation in general, but 

specifically the goodness of light and the interdependence of all parts of God’s creation: 

Slowly, slowly, they return to the small woodland let alone:  

Great trees, outspreading and upright, apostles of the living light.   

Patient as stars, they build in air tier after tier a timbered choir,  

Stout beams upholding weightless grace of song, a blessing on this place.   

They stand in waiting all around, uprisings of their native ground, 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Downcomings of the distant light; They are the advent they await.   

Receiving sun and giving shade, their life's a benefaction made. 

And is a benediction said over the living and the dead.   

In fall their brightened leaves, released, fly down the wind, and we are pleased  

To walk on radiance, amazed. O light come down to earth, be praised! 7 

 

 [OFF] Have you ever stood in a forest and looked up at the trees and been overcome 

with a sense of awe and wonder?  I know that I need to do that from time to time in order to 

feel whole, to feel connected with God’s creation. I believe that as God’s creatures, we have 

a basic need to stop from time to time and allow ourselves to be overwhelmed by the beauty 

and goodness of God’s creation. Caring for God’s creation is not an abstract concept- it’s 

intensely personal and concrete, intersecting our lives through the air that we take in with 

each breath, the light we see by, the water we drink and bathe in, and the earth we walk on 

each day. And our caring for the earth begins by reconnecting with the earth, remembering 

that God’s creation is good. When was the last time you stopped long enough in your day to 

notice the beauty of this earth and then cry out to God: “O light come down to earth, be 

praised!” It’s possible to do that even in the midst of this pandemic. In fact, it’s more 

important than ever. 

Willard Krietlow offered this observation in a 1997 address to his church:   

We have been given the privilege of being able to comprehend and share in this miracle 

of creation. We are able to praise the Creator, to glory in God's greatness, to marvel at 

the richness and diversity of the life forms that spring from the same creation that we do; 

and we are given the privilege of being God's stewards and caretakers of these miracles.8 

 

[SHARE: Sandhill Crane] It’s reasonable to ask if God’s creation is still good. Some 

point to sin and sickness and natural disasters and say, “I’m sorry, I just can’t see God’s 

creation as good anymore.” Brothers and sisters, God’s creation is still good. Just as each of 

 
7 Wendel Berry, A Timbered Choir: The Sabbath Poems 1979-1997, “Slowly, slowly, they return…” 
8 Willard Krietlow, Temple Talk, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1996. 
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us is broken in various ways, there’s currently brokenness in all of God’s creation, but every 

single part of God’s creation still bears the image of God’s character and goodness, and God 

is even now in the process of ushering in a new work of redemption and restoration. That’s 

what the Easter promise is all about! When I experience moments like this one, a Sandhill 

Crane sailing above the Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, I’m reminded of that 

irrefutable fact. God is good, and God’s creation is good. Sometimes we have to work hard 

to see that, and sometimes we simply have to look through the eyes of our faith. 

[OFF] Many, if not all of us, continue to struggle in various ways to cope with and 

accept all the rapids changes happening in the world around us, and especially the 

uncertainty that we restlessly face each day. I suggest that one helpful discipline we can all 

practice in these times is to take our eyes off of ourselves and turn them toward the goodness 

of God’s creation. I’ve loved seeing the Facebook posts that many of you have made this 

past week, giving visual testimony, both to the goodness of God’s creation, but also to your 

own commitment to do something to engage it in positive ways. Some of you are putting out 

bird houses. Some are cleaning up roadsides. There are so many positive and hopeful ways 

that we can lean into caring for God’s creation in these days. Keep posting your pictures and 

videos- they’re an encouragement to us all. 

As we begin to actively notice the goodness of God’s creation, we remember that 

we’re living in the care of a God who is powerful and loving. That in turn reminds us that 

God has created and called us to play an active role in bringing healing to the world we live 

in. This is the day God has given us to live. We have no control of yesterday or tomorrow, so 

the question is, what will you do today to more fully embrace the goodness of God’s 

creation?  

[SHARE: Reflection Slide] Please take a minute now to reflect on how you will 

embrace the goodness of God’s creation, today and in the days to come. If you like, you can 

share a comment or a prayer on Facebook. 
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