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The Great I Am: The Resurrection and the Life    Sunday, 5/27/18 

1 I’m pretty sure I’m not the only one who’s been completely mesmerized by the 

images coming from the eruption of the Kilauea volcano on Hawaii. Aside from the usual 

awe-inspiring videos of the red-hot molten rock burning everything in its path as it sputters 

and oozes its way forward, there have been new words to learn, like “vog” and “laze.” I’ll let 

you look them up. Yes, this is a natural disaster that has displaced thousands of people from 

their homes and jeopardized the local tourist industry. But it’s also an amazingly powerful 

display of the naked power of this planet, both destructive and creative at the same time.  

This photo went viral last week exactly because it seems to show the unthinkable. 

Notice the golfers in the foreground. How is it that any person could stand in the face of 

such power without giving it their full, undivided attention? Lava is molten rock, burning at 

around two-thousand degrees Fahrenheit. Volcanic eruptions give off poisonous Sulphur 

Dioxide, rocketing lava bombs, and when mixed with seawater, Hydrochloric Acid and 

airborne shards of volcanic glass. Volcanoes can create one of the most potentially lethal 

environments for life. Is it really possible to become so habituated to volcanic eruptions that 

your golf game is more interesting? Perhaps the Minnesota equivalent would be some 

golfers playing through as a tornado moved past in the background. 

Like the golfers in this picture, there were plenty of witnesses to the powerful death 

and resurrection of Jesus, who simply went about their business as if nothing new had 

happened when in fact the defining event in the history of creation had taken place. The 

same Jesus who told Mary and Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life,” was about to 

demonstrate that truth in absolute clarity and power. Let’s go there now, to the cross of 

Calvary, when Jesus breathed his last and a spiritual fissure tore the curtain in the Temple in 

half for good. I’m reading just four short verses from the Gospel of Matthew in chapter 27, 

verses 50-53 in the New Living Translation. 

{Read Matthew 27:50-53 (NLT)}. 

2 Geologists will tell you that most volcanoes don’t erupt without warning. There are 

often plenty of warning signs that an eruption is going to take place: Earthquake “swarms,” 
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gas emissions, and the venting of steam and ash are all typical precursors to an eruption.1 

Archeologists now know that even the famed eruption of Mount Vesuvius that buried the 

Roman city of Pompeii in 79 AD and supposedly took all the residents by surprise was 

actually preceded by enough signs that most occupants escaped the poisonous gases and ash 

that buried the city.2 In a similar way, there were plenty of signs that Jesus was about to 

usher in a new age for those with ears to hear and eyes to see.  

We know, for example, that Jesus was hardly the first person to be raised from the 

dead. There was, in effect, a “resurrection swarm” that preceded his. The prophets Elijah and 

Elisha both raised sons at the behest of a grieving mother.3 An unnamed man thrown into 

Elisha’s grave was raised from the dead.4 And then in the space of only three years Jesus 

himself raised two children as well as Lazarus from the dead.5 Surely there was plenty of 

warning that death’s dominion over life was about to be destroyed. This all came to a 

crescendo with the unnumbered “many” who had died and were raised from their graves 

upon the death of Jesus.  

There were even resurrection aftershocks, with Peter raising Tabitha and Paul raising 

Eutychus from death. That last one is my favorite. Do you know why Eutychus died? The 

Bible tells us that Paul was preaching late into the night at the top of a tower and Eutychus 

fell asleep and fell to his death out of a window. Paul climbed down the stairs, raised 

Eutychus, and then went back up to the top of the tower to continue preaching. If you want 

to remember the name of this fortunate soul, just remember this: “You’d-a-cussed-too if 

you’d fallen out of a window! 

Resurrection, as incredible as it is, should surprise nobody. Jesus even repeatedly 

spoke to the new reality that he was ushering in. But when it came, everyone was surprised. 

3 This is Diamond Head crater, an extinct volcano that’s now covered with lush 

vegetation and wildlife. It didn’t happen overnight, but new life did emerge in the wake of 

                                                 
1 https://sciencing.com/stages-volcano-eruption-8549867.html 
2 https://io9.gizmodo.com/actually-it-was-not-a-surprise-when-the-pompeii-volcan-1528203959 
3 1Kings 17:17-24; 2Kings 4:18-17 
4 2Kings 13:20-21 
5 Luke 7:11-17, 8:52-56; John 11 
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the destruction that formed this crater, hundreds of thousands of years ago.6 When Jesus rose 

from the grave, he inaugurated the beginning of a new era, the beginning of the coming of 

the Kingdom of Heaven. It’s not happening overnight either. It’s been more than 2,000 

years, and sometimes it’s seems that we’re still living in the volcanic ash of sin, pain, hurt, 

and suffering. And yet, if we have eyes to see and ears to hear, there are signs of new life all 

around us, every day. Whenever we pray, “Thy Kingdom Come,” we’re asking that the new 

era of resurrection power manifests itself more completely in our lives and in our world. 

We’re asking that God complete what God has already begun, the radical transformation of 

the crater of death into a garden of heaven on earth. 

4 David Lose notes that not a single person who was witness to the resurrection of 

Jesus was without a certain amount of doubt and bewilderment.7 On Easter Sunday, we all 

shout, “Alleluia, he is risen,” but the disciples went into hiding. Why the skepticism and 

surprise, despite the many other manifestations of the power of God that preceded it? I think 

Matt Rosano got it right when he wrote, “[R]esurrection isn’t simply a claim that Jesus’ 

body was resuscitated; it’s the claim that God entered human history and created a new 

reality all together. Which, quite frankly, can be frightening. After all, if the dead don’t stay 

dead, what can you count on? Resurrection, seen this way, breaks all the rules, and while 

most of us might admit that the old rules aren’t perfect — and sometimes are downright 

awful — at least we know them.”8 

 How about you? Are you a skeptic that Jesus rose from the dead, body and spirit, 

despite the overwhelming evidence that he really did? It’s okay if you are. I’m glad you’re 

here, and I’m hopeful that God will change your heart on that. Or maybe you’re a different 

kind of skeptic, someone who believes in the resurrection of Jesus but doesn’t believe there 

is any possibility of future resurrection life for yourself or those you love. The Sadducees 

were in that camp. And you know what they say about the Sadducees? They were sad-you-

see! We were created for eternity, not just the tiny blip of time that we call this life. 

5 Or are you the third kind of skeptic, the one who can affirm either of the other 

                                                 
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_Head,_Hawaii 
7 https://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-lose/resurrection-doubt_b_851840.html 
8 Ibid. 
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resurrection scenarios, but just can’t quite believe that resurrection power can be unleashed 

in your current life. Of all the ways to doubt resurrection, that seems to me to be the saddest, 

because walking through the craters and fissures of life without a hopeful expectation in the 

present that’s rooted in the divine would be like golfing next to an erupting volcano, 

completely oblivious to the powerful presence and activity of God around you. When Jesus 

said, “I am the resurrection and the life,” he didn’t just mean that he would rise from the 

dead, or that he would raise others from the dead. Jesus IS the resurrection and the life, and 

when we walk in the way that is Jesus, we walk in the way of life, each day revealing new 

ways for the love of Jesus to bring rebirth to hopelessness, addiction, broken relationships, 

disease, grief, and all the other things that tend to erupt in our lives and blot out the sun. 

Volcanoes are a potent symbol of resurrection, the limitless power that God displays 

in bringing life out of death. Volcanic eruptions create new islands in the pacific. Solidified 

lava rock is used in construction.  The minerals deposited at the base of a volcano make it 

fertile farm land. Even the air we breathe is the result of gases added to our atmosphere by 

powerful, prehistoric volcanoes.9 But as amazing and captivating as volcanoes can be, there 

is an even more powerful sign of resurrection, and it’s right here in the sanctuary with us.  

It’s not the cross, although the cross is a powerful sign of the sacrificial love of Jesus. 

It’s not the pastor, although I do my best to call attention to the hopeful presence of God’s 

Spirit. No, the most potent sign of the resurrection is each one of you sitting in the sanctuary 

who perseveres in the face of trouble. Cancer, the death of someone dear, financial stress, 

arthritis, heart disease- the list of trials we face seems endless. And yet, we remain people of 

Jesus, the Way, the resurrection and the life. As the Apostle Paul wrote: “Since God in his 

mercy has given us this new way, we never give up… We are pressed on every side by 

troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. We are hunted 

down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed.”10 

Jesus was the resurrection and the life, Jesus will be the resurrection and the life, and 

Jesus is the resurrection and the life. May you experience that life in surprising and grace-

filled ways, and may it be today! 

                                                 
9 https://sciencing.com/importance-volcanoes-life-earth-10048990.html 
10 2Corinthians 4:1, 8-10, NLT (2nd Ed.) 
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