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Stories of Courage: Perseverance Sunday, 5/28/17 

1 The following story of courage comes from Craig Brian Larson (Pastoral Grit: the 

Strength to Stand and to Stay): 

In 1972, NASA launched the exploratory space probe Pioneer 10. According to Leon 

Jaroff in Time, the satellite's primary mission was to reach Jupiter, photograph the planet 

and its moons, and beam data to earth about Jupiter's magnetic field, radiation belts, and 

atmosphere. Scientists regarded this as a bold plan, for at that time no earth satellite had 

ever gone beyond Mars, and they feared the asteroid belt would destroy the satellite before it 

could reach its target. But Pioneer 10 accomplished its mission and much, much more.  

Swinging past the giant planet in November 1973, Jupiter's immense gravity hurled 

Pioneer 10 at a higher rate of speed toward the edge of the solar system. At one billion miles 

from the sun, Pioneer 10 passed Saturn. At some two billion miles, it hurtled past Uranus; 

[it passed] Neptune at nearly three billion miles; Pluto at almost four billion miles. By 1997, 

twenty-five years after its launch, Pioneer 10 was more than six billion miles from the sun. 

And despite that immense distance, Pioneer 10 continued to beam back radio signals to 

scientists on Earth. 'Perhaps most remarkable,' writes Jaroff, 'those signals emanate from an 

8-watt transmitter, which radiates about as much power as a bedroom night light, and takes 

more than nine hours to reach Earth.' 

 The Little Satellite That Could was not qualified to do what it did. Engineers 

designed Pioneer 10 with a useful life of just three years. But it kept going and going. By 

simple longevity, its tiny 8-watt transmitter radio accomplished more than anyone thought 

possible. So it is when we offer ourselves to serve the Lord. God can work even through 

someone with 8-watt abilities. God cannot work, however, through someone who quits. 

2 We continue our series on Courage this morning with Courageous perseverance. 

The 18th century writer Samuel Johnson wrote of perseverance, “Great works are performed 

not by strength but by perseverance.” What came to mind when I read that quote was some 

of the legendary American explorers, like Lewis and Clarke, who took almost three years to 

navigate a round trip across the western half of the United States by boat. Like most 

adventures in this life, their journey was full of wrong turns and dead ends. Without 

setbacks, perseverance would hardly be necessary. Julie Andrews defined perseverance as 
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“failing 19 times and succeeding the 20th.” But sometimes, as in the story of Abraham’s faith 

from our Hebrews reading, the “success” we see in our lifetimes is only seen through the 

eyes of faith, only fully realized in the generations that follow us. 

Not all perseverance is courageous. In fact, the oft quoted definition of insanity is 

doing the same thing repeatedly and expecting different results. Courageous perseverance is 

when we press on toward a worthy goal that is larger than ourselves in ways that are faithful 

to our calling. As the Apostle Paul wrote to the Philippians, “we press on toward the goal” of 

our “heavenly call,” (Philippians 3:14) especially in the face of opposition or the lack of 

visible results. In our next reading, we hear about the courageous perseverance of Daniel, 

who’s claim to fame is his miraculous escape from the den of hungry lions. This story of 

courage takes place before Daniels encounter with the lions and comes from the Biblical 

book of Daniel, chapter 6, starting with verse 6.  

{Read Daniel 6:6-13, NLT}. 

3 It’s helpful to know some of Daniel’s back story to fully appreciate his courage. 

Daniel was part of a select group of Jews who were carried off into captivity when 

Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, captured Jerusalem in 605 BC. It was common 

practice for invaders to bring the best and brightest young people back to the foreign capital 

and raise them in the new culture so that they would forget about their old way of life and 

become a positive force in the culture of the invading country. The captives were expected to 

learn and use the same language, eat the same food, wear the same dress, and even adopt 

Babylonian names. These are some of the same challenges faced by immigrants today, but 

Daniel came to Babylonia as a captive, so his choices in adapting to his new culture were 

considerably more constrained.  

Daniel (who was renamed Belteshazzar) and his closest associates, Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego (their Babylonian names) go on to demonstrate a courageous 

perseverance in clinging to the worship of God while living in a culture where the worship 

of idols and kings was rampant.  Daniel’s first act of courageous perseverance was to 

bargain with a court official for he and his Jewish brothers to be exempt from eating food 

from the King’s table, which they regarded as being offensive to God because it included 

sacrifices to foreign idols. You may recall their next famous act of faithful perseverance 
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when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to worship the giant golden idol 

constructed by King Nebuchadnezzar and God kept them safe from harm when they were 

thrown into a fiery furnace. A couple kings and several dramatic adventures later, we find 

Daniel steadfastly praying to God three times a day, despite the death trap laid for him by his 

jealous colleagues. Clearly Daniel was aware of the king’s edict. Why didn’t he abandon his 

prayer, or at least find a more concealed place to pray?  

4 Consider this story about William Wilberforce (Daily Bread, June 16, 1989), a 

tireless advocate of the abolition of slavery in England whose epic life was popularized in 

the 2006 movie, Amazing Grace: 

Young William Wilberforce was discouraged one night in the early 1790s after 

another defeat in his 10 year battle against the slave trade in England. Tired and frustrated, 

he opened his Bible and began to leaf through it. A small piece of paper fell out and fluttered 

to the floor. It was a letter written by John Wesley shortly before his death. Wilberforce read 

it again: "Unless the divine power has raised you up... I see not how you can go through 

your glorious enterprise in opposing that (abominable practice of slavery), which is the 

scandal of religion, of England, and of human nature. Unless God has raised you up for this 

very thing, you will be worn out by the opposition of men and devils. But if God be for you, 

who can be against you? Are all of them together stronger than God? Oh, be not weary of 

well-doing. Go on in the name of God, and in the power of His might. 

 I believe that Daniel courageously persevered in his prayer for the same reason that 

William Wilberforce courageously persevered in his fight to abolish slavery: An 

unshakeable conviction that God has raised him up for just such a time. John Wesley’s 

words capture this so well- did you catch them? Wesley’s argument goes like this: If God 

hasn’t called and equipped you for this task, you don’t stand a chance. You’re going to be 

worn down by the spiritual and human agents who oppose the work of God. But if God has 

called you to this time and place, who could possibly stand against you? Therefore, don’t get 

weary, but “Go on in the name of God, and in the power of His might.” 

5 Buffalo United Methodist Church, I am convinced that God has called this church- 

that’s you and me, by the way, not some impersonal corporation- God has called us to this 

time and place to break through in new ways in ministry. But it’s not going to be easy, and 
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it’s not going to happen quickly. It’s going to require us to learn new things and try new 

things. It’s going to require us to courageously persevere, even if we occasionally stumble 

and fail, get weary, or face opposition.  

Are the new MCCI/breakthrough ministry initiatives the only way for God to break 

through here? Of course not! God continues to work in new ways every day, as well as 

through the existing ministries that we have long cherished. The launching of new ministries 

doesn’t necessarily mean the ending of other fruitful ones.  

Will our staff become overwhelmed by all these new ministry teams? If we do this 

right, I see a church where the staff will be freed to do more equipping and encouraging of 

leaders as the congregation takes more control and leadership of the ministries.  

If we launch a new signature ministry around the Methodist Church City Park, will 

that somehow narrow our identity in the community or limit our regional reach? The truth is 

that our primary community identity is currently “the church on the hill by the Perkins” and 

we have currently no broader regional ministry or identity. So why not experiment with this 

one for a year or two and see what happens?  

If God is for us, who can possibly be against us?  

6 Have you ever heard the story of how Hawaii was discovered? According to my 

source (dosomethingcool.net), it was through perseverance: 

 Hawaii was discovered around AD 1000 – no one knows the exact date – by a group 

of seafaring Polynesians who inhabited and explored many of the islands in the South 

Pacific. If you look at a map of the world, you’ll notice that Hawaii is one of the most 

isolated spots on the planet. So it’s already incredible that it was discovered so early in 

human history. But what they did to get there makes the story even more amazing. Because 

of its isolation, they would never have known Hawaii was even there.  

 They suspected it was there though. They noticed a bird called the Golden Plover 

which migrated north out into the open water every year. Land must have been out there 

somewhere – they just couldn’t see it. So they set sail from the Marquesas Island to follow 

them. That island is as close as you can get to Hawaii, but it’s still about 2500 miles away. 

Nowadays it takes roughly 30 days to sail to Hawaii from Marquesas using modern day 

equipment. Back then, they were only using carved wooden boats and their own 
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understanding of naval navigation. The Polynesians followed the birds closely, but they 

always flew faster than they could paddle. They could only keep up with them for short 

distances. At some point, they would lose track and have to turn back.  

 Each year they would try again, picking up where they left off the previous year. Years 

passed by and they kept getting farther into the Pacific. But still they never saw land… [I]t 

took the Polynesians 400 years to finally reach Hawaii using this method. 400 

years!...Imagine the determination and perseverance you would need to do this. 

7 We all have times when we get tired and discouraged, times when we feel like we 

want to stop paddling. That’s a normal part of living. If that’s you today, then I encourage 

you to go to the one who can offer you rest and living water. Nobody can do God-sized tasks 

without the living presence of the Spirit of Christ burning in their hearts and going before 

them. If you’re tired and discouraged today, then take hope, because Jesus has more than 

overcome the troubles you’re facing today. Persevere in prayer, in the reading of God’s 

Word, in loving others, and in gathering with other brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Sometimes, entire groups of people get tired and discouraged, even churches. I’m so 

glad that’s not us. When I look around at who we are, instead of discouragement, I see hope. 

Instead of fatigue, I see new leaders and Jesus-servants in every pew and in the 

neighborhoods surrounding this church and in the neighborhoods where you live and work. 

Instead of insurmountable tasks before us, I see new God-possibilities opening and inviting 

us forward. Instead of people who are self-absorbed, I see people who are longing to be a 

part of something bigger than themselves. Instead of people unwilling to commit, I see 

people eager to join God in the work of bringing the transformative love of Jesus to a hurting 

world. And instead of people who are short-distance sprinters, I see people of faith who are 

prepared to go the distance, persevering in ministry because they “[g]o on in the name of 

God, and in the power of His might.” What an amazing gift it is to be called the people of 

God in this time and place! 

Please pray with me. 

God of possibilities, open the eyes of our hearts to see the possibilities that you see for 

the people called Buffalo United Methodist Church. Give us the courage and endurance to 

join you in that future, courageously persevering in faith. Amen. 
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