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Finding God In Creation  Sunday, 5/3/20 

[OFF] I can’t tell you the number of times someone has said to me something like 

this: “I don’t go to church. I find God in God’s creation.” Guess what? Right now, none of 

us are “going to church,” and it’s likely going to be a long while before we can get in our 

cars again (or on our bikes or motorcycles) and make that trip to 609 8th Street North West, 

hug the greeters at the door, and enjoy the comfort of worshiping side-by-side with each 

other in the sanctuary we know and love. Sure, we’re worshipping online now, but let’s face 

it- There are many things in life that are simply better in person, and worshipping God is one 

of them. Hear me now! I’m not saying that online worship is bad. It’s a great gift for those 

times and circumstances when we can’t be there in person. But I do believe that as Christ’s 

body, the church, we were made to gather together, in person, to worship and serve the God 

we love.  

So if we’re not “going to church” these days, maybe instead of criticizing the 

nonchurch goers who prefer to find God in creation, we can learn something from their 

experience. Since we can’t “go to church,” maybe we can go to God in another way, finding 

God in God’s creation. After all, the Apostle Paul did write that “the basic reality of God is 

plain enough. Open your eyes and there it is! By taking a long and thoughtful look at what 

God has created, people have always been able to see what their eyes as such can’t see: 

eternal power, for instance, and the mystery of [God’s] divine being.”1 

Maybe, after this pandemic has passed, we’ll discover that we can and actually need to 

do both: find God in the company of each other AND find God in God’s creation. 

[SHARE: Buffalo Picture] Our first reading from Psalm 104 reveals a truth about 

God’s character that we can see as simply as walking to a window and watching: God is a 

loving and faithful provider. God cares for the animals and plants by sending water, light, 

and food to the earth. 

I have to admit that I didn’t take this photograph from my kitchen window. We were 

on a family trip to Wyoming when we stopped to observe a herd of Bison, when I noticed 

these calves having a sparring match in the field, butting their heads and sending each other 
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flying. Just like people, many animals have a need to play and learn, and God provides even 

that.  

Something I’ve learned from being a photographer is that there are photographs 

happening all the time, most of which I’ll miss if I don’t first stop, look around, and wait. I 

think God’s revelation works that way too. God is always revealing the divine all around us, 

and we’ll miss God’s revelation unless we stop, look around, and wait a while. 

[OFF] As a child, my first naturalist-hero was Sigurd F. Olson, who famously wrote 

about his travels in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area. I even got to meet him when he came 

to our school, a new elementary school named in his honor. Perhaps his most famous book is 

Listening Point, where he reflected on the lessons he learned while living in a cabin in this 

wilderness. He wrote this: 

I named this place Listening Point because only when one comes to listen, only when 

one is aware and still, can things be seen and heard. Everyone has a listening point 

somewhere. It does not have to be in the north or close to the wilderness, but someplace of 

quiet where the universe can be contemplated with awe.2  

Yes, it’s fun to sing paddling songs and make your voice echo across a lake, but I’ve 

found that it’s in moments of quiet and stillness that I’ve heard God’s voice in the 

wilderness, much in the same way that the prophet Elijah heard God’s voice- not in the 

earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the still, small voice.3 

Those are the kinds of wilderness experiences I’m guessing that most of us have in 

mind when we say that we find God in creation, moments that leave us in awe of God’s 

power and love. But we’re not just God worshippers, we’re Christ followers. Listen to this 

next reading of God’s Word. What does it revel to us about finding God in creation? I’m 

reading from the Gospel of John, in the first chapter. 

[SHARE: John 1:1-14 Slide] {Read John 1:1-5, 9-14 (NIV)} 

 [OFF] We have a hard time wrapping our minds around an infinite God, and so we 

tend to create boxes, thinking about the God of Genesis and creation as being God the 

Father, while Jesus, God’s Son, belongs to the four Gospels as the redeemer of sinful 
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humanity. While these can be useful ways to talk about God, the Apostle John reminds us 

that God is more complex than our limited categories. John begins his Gospel with the 

affirmation that Jesus wasn’t just born, simply a regular part of creation. Jesus was also 

always a part of who the eternal God is and was therefore present and actively participating 

at the beginning of creation. John writes, “through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made.”4 What’s most remarkable about Jesus is that 

somehow, he is both the creator and a man born into creation. It’s easy to think about Jesus 

as a man, and much harder to understand Jesus as God. How might this unique revelation of 

Jesus help us to find God in creation? 

[SHARE: Owls] In a way, I guess that means that God understands what it means to 

be both a parent and a child, as well as God’s basic nature as being relational. Think about 

that for a moment. All around this planet, parents are raising children, humans as well as 

those million or so known animal species. It turns out that some parents are more attentive to 

that task than others, but whenever we see a parent and a child, we see some of the character 

of God in both!  

I found this Great Horned Owl and chicks in a twin cities park in March of 2014. 

There was still plenty of snow on the ground, and the two owlets in the nest cavity hadn’t yet 

started venturing out onto the nearest branch. The parent was still delivering food to the 

chicks and caring for the chicks provided a purpose for the adult. They needed each other, 

the owlets and the parent alike.  

Human families can be quite a bit more diverse than owl families, but the point is that 

there is a basic pattern of life visible in creation that reflects God’s character. God is 

profoundly relational, existing in an eternal dance of the Holy Trinity. It shouldn’t surprise 

us at all that God’s creation is relational as well. All of us were made with a need to be in 

relationship: with God, with other people, and with the whole of God’s creation.  

[OFF] In fact, God’s loving desire to be in relationship with us is so strong that God 

chose to be born into God’s own creation. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us.”5 That’s not just a Bible passage to read on Christmas Eve. It’s a profound 
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affirmation of the extent to which God loves and cares for God’s creation, and especially 

God’s children. So in a way, whenever you see a parent or a child, human or animal, it can 

be a reminder to you that God’s deepest desire is to be in relationship with you, and that he’s 

spared no effort in making that possible, not sparing even his own Son. 

In The Singing Wilderness, Sigurd Olson observed that there are times when God’s 

holiness is so evident in creation that we are moved to reverent awe. As he put it, At times on 

quiet waters one does not speak aloud but only in whispers, for then all noise is sacrilege.6 

Most of us have shared those holy moments in God’s creation, even if it’s in something as 

simple as watching a bird through the kitchen window. A greater challenge, perhaps, is in 

finding God in the noisy, everyday scenes of life: in the grocery store wearing masks and 

gloves; on the zoom call with blurry pictures and broken sound; in those oh so familiar faces 

we’ve been staying safe at home with over the past month!  

Every part of God’s creation is an invitation to be in deeper relationship with God and 

to discover more of who God is. Every part is an invitation to develop appreciative 

relationships with other people and the fullness of the land, air, and waters of this earth, as 

well as the creatures inhabiting it. Creation isn’t something that exists in the background of 

our lives. Creation is a living, breathing, interrelated web in which we find the hand and 

Spirit of our creator, who calls us to bear and build up the good image of God in every 

corner of creation. 

 

[SHARE: Reflection Slide] Please take a minute now to reflect on how you will find 

God in creation, today and in the days to come. If you like, you can share a comment or a 

prayer on Facebook. 
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