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Believe It or Not!  Paul Kills a Boy by Preaching?    Sunday, 7/10/22 

Last week we untangled the strange relationship of Jacob and Essau, as well as 

Jacob’s wrestling match with God. We were reminded that God’s purpose in blessing us is 

for us to bless others, and that God offers us new names that redefine our character and our 

futures. 

Today we’re jumping forward thousands of years in Biblical history to the New 

Testament book of Acts, where we find a strange story that’s actually inspired jokes. I’m 

talking, of course, about the strange case of Eutychus, the boy who fell to his death from an 

upper room while Paul was preaching. I know, there are some Sunday mornings that you 

may feel like you’re dying as I preach, but in this case, Eutychus really did die. 

So let’s get the joke out of the way: How do you remember the name of the boy who 

fell to his death during Paul’s sermon? Just remember that “you’d a cussed too” if you had 

fallen! 

Like all the stories of healing and resurrection in the Bible, we can obviously find 

comfort in being reminded that God sometimes intervenes in the brokenness of our lives and 

brings healing. But in this particular case, there are some unanswered questions that bear 

closer scrutiny. Why was Paul preaching so late? Why does Luke bother telling us about the 

flickering lamps? Why was Eutychus sitting on a windowsill? But most significantly, how is 

it even remotely possible that Paul simply raised Eutychus from the dead, dusted him off, 

and went back upstairs to resume speaking?  

The account has an unnatural casualness about it, suggesting that, although 

“everybody was greatly relieved,” no one was especially surprised. If something like that 

happened here on a Sunday morning, I’m pretty sure that we wouldn’t simply return to 

business as usual. Why and how did Paul and all those gathered upstairs simply resume what 

they were doing? What would you do if someone was raised from the dead in the middle of 

one of my sermons? 

One reason may be that they’d come to expect this kind of miracle! Let’s go back to 

an earlier moment in the book of Acts in which Peter raises someone back to life.  I’m 

reading in chapter 9, beginning with verse 36 in the New Living Translation. {Read Acts 

9:36-42 NLT}  
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Let’s remember where we are in Salvation history. Jesus had completed his earthly 

ministry, culminating in his death, resurrection, and ascension to the right hand of his Father. 

The Holy Spirit had been poured out on God’s people, giving birth to the Christian Church 

and sending disciples of Jesus out into the world to be the hands and feet of Jesus, emulating 

his ministry of love.  

While resurrections were rare, by the time we get to Paul’s infamous sermon in the 

upper room, believers would have been aware of past resurrections, such as when Jesus 

raised Lazarus from the dead, and when Jesus himself rose on Easter and appeared to many. 

Perhaps a faithful expectation of miracles was still present in the church, as disciples such as 

Peter and Paul we’re visibly taking up the ministry of Jesus and performing miracles in his 

name and Spirit. 

What about today? I can’t honestly say that I’ve witnessed any miracles here on a 

Sunday morning. The presence of the Holy Spirit? Yes. Joy-filled worship? Yes. Answered 

prayer? Yes. But miracles? Nope. Does that mean miracles don’t happen anymore? Not at 

all. I’ve definitely seen people healed and brought back from the precipice of death. I’ve 

escaped death myself in some instances where I have no rational explanation for how it 

happened. I’ll bet you could tell similar tales. But miracles just aren’t a common feature of 

our worship gatherings in the same way they apparently were at the time of Jesus and the 

Early Church. Perhaps we no longer need to see them with our own eyes in order to worship 

Jesus as our savior with all of our hearts, minds, and souls. After all, miracles are simply 

sign posts pointing to the one who makes them happen. 

Luke goes out of his way to show us that the resurrections performed by Peter and 

Paul were not of their own doing, but in imitation of Jesus, in the name and power of Jesus. 

For example, Peter’s healing of Tabitha shows remarkable similarities to the resurrection of 

the daughter of Jairus by Jesus in Luke 8: In both cases a messenger brings the news of 

death; there are weeping bystanders; outsiders are sent away; the dead are commanded to 

rise; and a hand is extended to lift them up.1 Peter raised Tabitha by imitating what he first 

saw his Master, Jesus, do. 

 
1 Luke Timothy Johnson. The Acts of the Apostles, p. 178. Sacra Pagina. Liturgical Press. 
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Paul’s ministry also shows remarkable similarities to that of Jesus, and in particular in 

his fateful decision to return to Jerusalem, where, like Jesus, he knew that he would face 

hostile crowds and arrest. Christians are called to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, always in 

the offering of blessings and grace, but sometimes also in the example of sacrifice and 

suffering. What are you doing in your life that anyone else might notice, and in noticing, see 

Christ? 

Let’s return now to the scene of the raising of Eutychus. His Greek name means 

“lucky,”2 so was he lucky to be a live, or perhaps unlucky to have fallen? Some claim that he 

easily could have fallen from the upper room without serious injury. But the text clearly 

states that he fell to his death.  We’re meant to take this as a resurrection, and not a chance 

escape from death. 

A more apt name for the boy would be “blessed,” rather than lucky. It wasn’t chance 

at all that led to his restoration of life, but the love and power of Jesus. Have you ever 

thought about how often we ascribe things to chance in our lives rather than give the credit 

to God? Luck is much more of a pagan concept than a Christian concept. Certainly, chance 

events do occur, but individuals aren’t imbued with a magical property of bending 

circumstances to their own good. 

Of course, sometimes we go overboard, ascribing every outcome of our lives to God’s 

intervention, as if God had nothing better to do than micromanage the outcomes of all our 

choices. Were you really blessed by God to get that parking spot, or did you just take it for 

yourself instead of leaving it for someone else who’s less physically fit? Were you cursed by 

God with arthritis, or did age and genetic factors lead to that painful affliction?  

Chance events do affect the circumstances of our lives, but it’s God’s blessings, not 

luck, that sustain us, shape us, empower us, and give us purpose in life. 

There’s a detail in the account of Paul and Eutychus that you may have overlooked. 

We read that after the resurrection, “they all went back upstairs, shared in the Lord’s Supper, 

and ate together.”3 I believe this is the only instance in the New Testament of someone other 

than Jesus leading a group of believers in this sacrament. That profoundly informs the 

 
2 Joseph Fitzmayer. The Acts of the Apostles, p. 667. The Anchor Bible. Doubleday. 
3 Acts 20:11. New Living Translation (2nd Edition) 
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meaning of the resurrection of Eutychus and the consequent actions of the assembly.  

Think about it. What is the one thing that we most remember when we share in that 

meal? The death and resurrection of Jesus! What better way to celebrate the resurrection of 

Eutychus than to share in the memorial feast of the resurrection of Jesus? So perhaps this 

story isn’t as strange as it seems, after all. What would be more natural for an assembly of 

Christians in the aftermath of a resurrection than to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, the 

remembrance of our Risen Lord? 

I wonder if maybe we’ve gotten this whole thing turned backwards. Maybe it should 

be more normal for us to expect God’s intervention in the world, rather than to be pleasantly 

surprised when prayers are answered and stunned when miracles occur. After all, isn’t 

confidence in things hoped for but unseen the essence of faith? 

The miracle of the resurrection of Eutychus is unlike anything we’re likely to 

experience in worship. That’s not because God isn’t present, but perhaps because we don’t 

always need to see to believe. When we do see answered prayer, or even a miracle, how 

should we respond?  

It’s easy to look at the blasé reaction of Paul and the crowd and think that they didn’t 

give enough credit to God. But ask yourself honestly, when you pray, do you really expect 

God to answer? Are you more surprised to learn that God healed someone, or more grateful 

for God’s blessing? Do you see yourself and those you love as victims of chance and luck, or 

people with a mission and purpose that’s sustained and empowered by God? Do you see 

your life as being defined by your own actions and ministries, or is your life lived in 

imitation of Jesus, doing what Jesus himself did? 

Acts is a wonderful book to refresh our holy imaginations with the memories of those 

who walked this earth with Jesus and carried on his ministry. But the story doesn’t end there, 

because each one of us is called to find our place and way of bringing the healing love of 

Jesus into this world. 

Please take some time now to reflect on prayer and miracles. How and when do you 

expect God to act in this world? 
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