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Jesus, Simon and the “Immoral” Woman Sunday, 7/12/20 

Why do we assume the woman is this morning’s Scripture is “immoral,” as the New 

Living Translation reads, or “sinful,” to be a little closer to the New Testament Greek? We 

don’t assume it at all- it’s actually the first thing that Luke tells us about her, a clue that this 

is going to be a pivotal point in what Jesus has to teach. In fact, at the beginning of this 

account, Luke kind of sets us up by telling us that this is a banquet being held for Jesus by 

Simon the Pharisee, which would normally be seen as an admirable act of virtue. Wouldn’t 

you like to make that Facebook post? “Guess who’s coming to dinner at MY house!” By 

contrast, this woman’s unbound hair and jar of perfume are strong clues that she was a 

prostitute. Her presence at the banquet wouldn’t necessarily have been shocking, as anyone 

could have walked in among the crowd there, but her approach to the table and her touching 

of Jesus surely would have caused a stir.  

As Jesus was in the habit of doing, he turned all the expectations of those in the room 

on their heads with a teaching that lifted up the virtues of the “immoral” woman, and casting 

doubt on the virtue of his dinner host. He did that at first by speaking a parable and using the 

metaphor of debt to answer Simon’s unspoken judgment of the woman’s sin.  

The Bible uses different metaphors for sin in different Gospels and on different 

occasions, but especially the metaphors of being in financial debt and trespassing on 

someone’s land. That’s why, incidentally, some Christians, like Presbyterians, say “debts” 

when praying the Lord’s Prayer and others, including United Methodists, say “trespasses.” 

For today’s account, let’s stick with the metaphor of financial debt as Jesus did in his 

parable. 

Financial debt is inherently relational. Imagine a teeter totter, loaded down on both 

sides with bags of debt. On one side is the burden of the debt we owe to our creditors- the 

people or institutions to whom we are in debt. The bank that holds the title to your car or the 

mortgage to your home is an example of a creditor. On the other side of the teeter totter is 

the burden of the debt owed to us by our debtors. Let’s say someone borrowed some money 

from you and has yet to pay you back. That person is one of your debtors. 

In the world of finance, it’s usually better to have relatively more money owed to you 

by debtors than you owe to creditors, because that means you have more collateral lifting up 
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the other end of the teeter totter, the weight of debt owed to your creditors. But when we 

leave the world of financial debt and think of debt as a metaphor for sin, the physics of our 

teeter totter changes entirely.  

The basic arrangement is the same in for the spiritual teeter totter, with creditors on 

the left and debtors on the right, but instead of a straight board, the teeter totter is now 

hinged in the middle. Our creditors on the left are God and other people, and our debts 

accumulate with God for transgressing God’s law of love, while our debts to other people 

accrue from failing to love them and the rest of God’s world. Our spiritual debtors on the 

right are those who’ve done something to hurt us and require forgiveness.   

Now here’s where it gets weird. When one side goes down on this spiritual teeter 

totter, the other goes down instead of up, and when one side goes up, the other side goes up 

as well. We see this strange dynamic of forgiveness illustrated in the Lord’s Prayer, where 

Jesus instructs us to pray: “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” In other words, 

in the spiritual realm, there’s no trading off our sins against those who sin against us. The 

only way to get our lives off the ground is to seek the forgiveness of God and to offer 

forgiveness to our debtors. It’s a both-and reality, and not an either-or one. 

Today’s parable really only addresses the left side of this spiritual teeter totter, the 

women’s spiritual creditors if you will. The woman carried two debts of sin- One held by 

Jesus, and one by the host of the party, Simon. When Jesus points out to Simon that the 

heavier the load of sin, the more gratitude the sinner will experience in receiving 

forgiveness, he’s not only critiquing Simon’s objection to the woman’s touching of Jesus, 

he’s also pointing out that Simon himself is contributing to the problem by heaping 

condemnation on the woman instead of offering her mercy. 

I can’t speak for Simon, but it shouldn’t be difficult for us today to admit that we all 

have debts that we need God’s forgiveness for as well as the forgiveness of others. We all 

can admit at some level that we have brokenness in our lives and that we’ve failed to live up 

to God’s highest calling for how we live our lives and how well we love our neighbors. It’s 

usually even easier to recognize that others owe us debts for the various ways they’ve hurt 

us. Our challenge is the way these two spiritual accounts are linked- our debt, and the debt 

owed to us. We must work through a process of granting forgiveness in order to jettison the 
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debt that’s weighing down the accounts of our family, friends, and even our enemies if we 

want to make room for God’s Spirit to erase the debt charged against us.  

What are some of the debts that you hold unforgiven against others? Have you felt the 

weight of that debt on your heart? Don’t you realize that holding onto that debt is also 

keeping your side of the teeter totter stuck on the ground? Releasing the debt you’re holding 

against others is the only way to fully realize the cancellation of your own debt. When one 

side of the teeter totter of forgiveness goes up, the other goes up as well. 

Jesus goes on to be a bit more specific in his rebuke of Simon, so let’s continue the 

story of Simon and the immoral woman now. I’m reading from the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 

7, picking up in verse 44 in The New Living translation. 

{Read Luke 7:44-50 NLT} 

It’s interesting but sad that it’s typically men in the Gospel accounts gathered around 

Jesus and criticizing the morality of women. Jesus must have found that sad as well, which is 

probably underscored in the rebuke he gave Simon. By the way, not only did Jesus 

consistently offer mercy to women in the Bible when other men offered condemnation, we 

read in the beginning of the very next chapter of Luke’s Gospel that Jesus included women 

among his travelling band of disciples, something that would have been considered 

unthinkable in a culture where co-ed discipleship simply did not exist. 

Consider the contrast we see in this account between the woman’s behavior and 

attitude and those of Simon. Which one’s heart was closer to that of God’s? 

a) Simon waited for Jesus to come to him, while the woman sought out Jesus and 

travelled to where he was; b) Simon held a banquet for Jesus to elevate his own social 

standing among his fellow priests, while the woman humbled herself at the feet of Jesus to 

honor him; c) The woman washed the feet of Jesus with her tears, an act of extravagant 

hospitality, while Simon, the host of the dinner party, failed to even give Jesus water to wash 

his own feet;  d) The woman greeted Jesus intimately with holy kisses on his feet, while 

Simon preferred to remain aloof and set himself above Jesus; and e) The woman attended to 

the needs of Jesus by applying perfume to his feet, while Simon neglected to even offer 

Jesus the customary olive oil for his dry head.  

I wonder if the real difference between this woman and Simon wasn’t the amount of 
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sin or immorality in their lives but their own self-awareness of it. The woman’s  

acknowledgement of her need for the forgiving love of Jesus propelled her to offer 

extravagant hospitality to Jesus in the best way she knew how. The self-righteousness of 

Simon clouded his view of his hypocrisy and limited his understanding of his need for 

forgiveness. At the end of the dinner party, it was the woman who had been liberated from 

her burden of guilt, not Simon. 

Jesus must have known how hard it is for us to forgive others, because he kept telling 

us to do it- not once, but seventy times seven! In fact, in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 

immediately explained his commandment to emphasize it: “For if you forgive others their 

trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you do not forgive others, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

 It’s the hardest thing to give away, and probably the last thing on your mind today. It 

often goes to those who don’t deserve it. But as forgiven people called to heal the world, we 

truly were forgiven to forgive. We all want second chances in life, but if we want to receive 

them, we also have to be willing to give them to others.  

Do you have the strength to forgive? Not on your own. Forgiveness is an act of faith, 

whether it’s the receiving of it or the giving of it. Forgiveness requires the power and 

wisdom of the indwelling Holy Spirit of God, and the Holy Spirit insists that we participate 

in the process. That’s why the last words to the woman in this account were,  “Your faith has 

saved you; go in peace.” All debt is relational. The good news is that we serve a God who is 

profoundly relational, and desires that we are freed from the burdens of our guilt, evenb as 

we grow closer in love to God and our neighbors.  

Please join me in prayer. 

Holy God, because of Jesus, you forgive us. Because of your Holy Spirit, we can 

forgive others. Speak to our hearts this morning about the burdens of spiritual debt we are 

carrying around. Give us the courage and strength to release those burdens through 

forgiveness received and given. On our own we know this is impossible, but in the power of 

your Spirit and love, all things are possible. Amen. 

Please take some time now to reflect on the outstanding spiritual debts in your life that 

need forgiveness. If you like, you can share a comment or a prayer on Facebook. 
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