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Going Fishing: Parable of the Nets and Fish  Sunday, 7/2/17 

1 Did any of you do some fishing for people last week? Did you cast out your gospel 

nets in some way through something you did or didn’t do, something you said or didn’t say? 

Is there anyone who’d be willing to briefly tell us about it? {Pick someone to come up, 

otherwise encourage them to keep fishing and move on} 

 I have a fishing story to share with you from the Minnesota Annual Conference. Did 

you know that we as a conference have committed to plant seven new faith communities in 

seven years through our Reach, Renew, Rejoice initiative? One of those church plants is 

underway not too far from here at Blaine UMC. It’s called North Summit Church and it’s 

meeting within the Blaine UMC building. Here’s how the Conference web site describes it 

(www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/north-summit-a-new-church-that-s-daring-to-be-

different): 

 For someone who’s only 27, Josh Meyers has faced a lot of challenges. At 16, he was 

depressed to the point that he became suicidal. It was a testimony he heard on Christmas 

Eve that reached him in his darkest hours and prompted him to give his life to Christ. Fast-

forward five years: While married with a young daughter, Meyers was thrust into single 

parenthood after his wife left him for his best friend. It was his faith that helped him through 

that trying period. “I’ve been in that hopeless place and I’ve walked that path of 

loneliness,” said Meyers, who has since remarried. “Now I want to help others who are 

walking it.” …Meyers describes North Summit as “a community of weird people” and says 

the thing he hears most often is that it’s a place where people can fully be themselves. The 

church, which uses the tagline “daring to be different,” targets Millennials between 18 and 

35. It attracts people immersed in the local music and arts scene—but also individuals who 

have been through divorce, adultery, addiction, homelessness, and other painful 

experiences.  

 Rick Cavell, 31, is one of the people in North Summit’s core group. He became a 

Christian in 2013 after experimenting with Wicca, Buddhism, paganism, and a number of 

other faith traditions. He said he ended up at North Summit because God has placed it on 

his heart to help church plants grow and thrive—and because he relates to the people North 

Summit is trying to reach. “My heart is where rejects are,” said Cavell, who has played 
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drums at North Summit gatherings. “I know what it’s like being rejected, dealing with 

mental issues, having addiction, having nobody to turn to except Jesus. I see North Summit 

as a place where Jesus tells people that everybody else hates ‘I don’t hate you, I love you, 

and you’re welcome at my table.’” 

 How’s that for a Gospel net to go fishing with? North Summit does some things that, 

by our standards, are really wild. We host accordion concerts, they host heavy metal 

concerts. But it’s not the heavy metal music that impresses me about North Summit. It’s 

their “why.” “My heart is where rejects are,” said the drummer. You know what, that’s 

where the heart of Jesus is as well. And I wonder. Even though we’re an imperfect church 

made up of imperfect people, with myself as a prime example of imperfection, and even 

though we’re not likely to host any heavy metal concerts in the near future, I wonder if we’re 

not also on a journey of becoming “a place where Jesus tells people that everybody else 

hates ‘I don’t hate you, I love you, and you’re welcome at my table.’” I wonder how we 

might be living into that vision? Perhaps some of us worshipping today have experienced 

that here. I’m certain that some of those not worshipping with us today haven’t experienced 

that as fully as I’d hope for. We’re all on a fishing trip, and we’re all still learning to be more 

skilled at working our Gospel nets. 

 2 We’re continuing our “Going Fishing” worship series this morning with “The 

Parable of the Nets and Fish.” Like many of the parables Jesus told, it’s rather short and 

really has only one main point: At the end of time in the present created order, there will 

come a separation by God of those who have chosen to serve Jesus and those who have 

chosen to serve anyone or anything else.  On the other hand, like all the parables Jesus told, 

it’s easy to fail to apply it to our lives. There are a great many implications of the parables 

Jesus taught, some of which are not spelled out in the black and white (and red) ink of our 

Bibles, but are plain to read between the lines if we take the time to carefully consider them. 

This morning we’re going to come at this parable a bit sideways through Paul’s letter to the 

Romans. I’m beginning in Chapter 14, verse 1, reading from The Message. 

{Read Romans 14:1-9, NLT}. 

3 How many of you know that we have more individual preferences for the way we 

live together as the church than we do worshippers on a Sunday morning? Some of us prefer 
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the first service, some of us prefer the second service. For those who prefer Wednesday 

nights, we’re even giving that a try. Some of us prefer to dress up for worship, some of us 

prefer to dress down for worship. Some of us prefer the older translations of the Bible, some 

of us prefer The Message. The list could go on and on, couldn’t it? I’ve heard from people 

who would prefer that I stand up during the children’s time, and people who would prefer 

that I sit down; people who prefer that I wear a robe and some who don’t want me to wear a 

robe; some who want the time before the beginning of worship to be quiet and reverent and 

others who draw closer to God by catching up with their friends in conversation; some who 

like seeing the song lyrics and Bible passages on the screen, and others who prefer to use a 

hymnal or song book and a paper Bible. To a certain extent, some of those preferences may 

have driven our initial decision to become a part of this church at one point in time. That’s 

understandable, because we all like what we like, and at some level we need to be able to 

relate to the people, worship, and ministries of our church. 

Our preferences become a problem, however, when we let them eclipse our mission to 

make disciples of Jesus for the transformation and healing of the world. And that’s where 

Paul puts his foot down with the church in Rome. When he writes to the church to instruct 

them to “Welcome with open arms fellow believers who don’t see things the way you do,” it 

seems to me that we can presume that this kind of welcoming isn’t happening. When he 

writes, “don’t jump all over them every time they do or say something you don’t agree 

with,” we can assume that this kind of “jumping” is happening.  

To be fair, I think we can also assume that most of the parties involved in the disputes 

in Rome might have been full of good intentions, just like we often have good reasons for 

our preferences. Like us, some of their preferences were handed down through the tradition 

of faithful people, and they felt that they should honor those traditions. Like us, some of 

their preferences were born out of a new way of understanding the Bible and their faith, and 

out of a desire to be closer followers of Jesus, they felt that they should change.  

Back then, the things that split the church were the kinds of food one could eat, the 

days of the week or year that one observed as special, and whether the men were 

circumcised. Today it’s all manner of details that divide us in how we worship, as well as 

how to interpret Scriptural teachings regarding the role of women and, more broadly, human 
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sexuality.  

Believe it or not, Paul calls at least some of these issues “petty tyrannies,” reminding 

us in verse seven that “None of us are permitted to insist on our own way in these matters.” 

Why not? Paul answers that in verse eight: “It’s God we are answerable to—all the way 

from life to death and everything in between—not each other.” And here’s where we circle 

back to the parable of the nets and fish. It’s God who will sort us all out at the end. For now, 

we are to concentrate on casting out the Gospel net, drawing as many fish closer to Jesus as 

we can, and leaving the sorting to God.  

4 I always laugh a bit when the Conference office asks us to report on our racial 

diversity. My administrator at Coon Rapids always recorded on the Annual Report that we 

were 100% mixed race. In a way, that’s true. And although most of us here can trace much 

of our genetic heritage to European ancestry, we are amazingly diverse in our experiences 

and preferences. With all this diversity, how is it humanly possible that we manage to do 

anything at all together, let alone so well and for so many years? I’m guessing it’s by 

focusing on the one who calls us by name, the one who calls us together, the one who gives 

us our mission: making disciples of Jesus for the transformation and healing of the world. 

Jesus, the one who inspires and empowers us to become fearless and selfless disciples. 

I confess that it’s hard to stay focused on our mission as a church. I fight to do that 

each and every day- to stay clear about our mission of serving Jesus by going and making 

disciples. I struggle to design worship and other programs that allow for as many kinds of 

fish to remain in the Gospel net as possible. It’s hard, because even I have preferences, and 

like you, sometimes I let my preferences get the better of me. I have a hard time imagining 

that I’ll ever host a heavy-metal concert, although I like to think that I’d do even that for 

Jesus. 

5 Church, we’re facing a unique time together as we move forward in forming new 

ministry teams this summer and fall. New things bring different things, and different things 

challenge our preferences. As we begin to talk about things like our worship schedule on 

Sunday morning and the design of our Confirmation and Sunday School programs, I 

guarantee you that we’ll face some difficult temptations. One temptation will be to loudly 

assert our own preferences, clamoring to win the majority to our side. A second temptation 
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will be to demonize those in the church who have different preferences than our own. Both 

temptations are ultimately self-defeating, because as followers of Jesus we must take our 

eyes of our preferences and get them back onto our mission: Making disciples of Jesus for 

the transformation and healing of the world. Our choices must be based not on our 

preferences, but on the preferences of those whom we are yet to meet and the choices that 

will advance Christ’s mission.  

As much as we’d sometimes prefer to stop all change in its tracks, I’m afraid that 

change is part and parcel to learning how to share Jesus with an ever-changing world. 

Change is not an option, but growth in our faithfulness to Christ’s mission is. On June 4th, 

we decided to begin a process of change, a process of growing in our faithfulness to Christ’s 

mission. Now the real work begins, as we form new ministry teams and make the difficult 

choices, every day, to lay down our preferences for the sake of becoming more effective in 

reaching people with the Good News of Jesus. It’s not going to be easy, but as we manage to 

lay down our lives in new ways for people we may not have even met yet, I believe we’ll 

begin to have ever more joyful praise parties with the Holy Spirit! 

6 I saved the punch line from Paul’s letter for the end. Here’s how Paul punctuates his 

plea for tolerance of each other’s preferences in verses 10 through 12:   

Eventually, we’re all going to end up kneeling side by side in the place of judgment, 

facing God…Read it for yourself in Scripture: “As I live and breathe,” God says, “every 

knee will bow before me; Every tongue will tell the honest truth that I and only I am God.” 

So tend to your knitting. You’ve got your hands full just taking care of your own life before 

God. 

 Until Jesus returns, there are far too many fish in the sea for us to be divided over the 

best ways for us to pilot the boat. We have been blessed with a mission that transcends both 

time and space; there can be nothing more important than sharing the love of Jesus with 

those who are swimming alone, searching, like that drummer from North Summit, for “a 

place where Jesus tells people that everybody else hates ‘I don’t hate you, I love you, and 

you’re welcome at my table.’” 
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