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Confirmation: Watch for Burning Bushes Sunday, 9/12/21 

Confirmands, for the last two years you’ve committed yourselves to the most rigorous 

course of Christian Discipleship I’ve ever seen offered to Middle School students. It’s 

entirely understandable that you might feel a bit as if you’ve graduated. In a sense, you have. 

There will be no more Confirmation Faith Nights, Confirmation Focus Nights, and 

Confirmation Retreats for you. The relationships you enjoyed with your Table Leaders, your 

Faith Partners, and your classmates will now be changing. You won’t have any more 

required worship notes to turn in or required service projects. And as hard as all that was, 

completing Confirmation Class is probably the most dangerous thing you’ve ever done. 

Why? Because just like Moses before you, in a way you’re heading out into the wilderness 

today, to assume a new role in this church as members, and a new role in the bigger world 

around you, as confirmed Christians. That can be kind of scary, so I want you to learn some 

lessons from Moses and his famous burning bush.  

The first thing to notice is that when God decided to talk to Moses, it was during his 

regular day job. He was out with the sheep. When God decides to talk to you, it might well 

be during your regular day job too, which might be at school, at home, or at a sports practice. 

God doesn’t only speak to us at church. In fact, most often God has spoken to people right 

where they are, doing whatever it was they were doing. 

The next thing to notice is that Moses allowed himself to get distracted. Every adult in 

your life has probably been telling you to focus on the tasks you have before you. I’m telling 

you that there will be times in your life when it will be important to allow yourself to slow 

down, be a little curious, and see if God might be doing something different that you need to 

pay attention to. 

Next, notice the way God chose to identify himself to Moses. He didn’t just say, Hey, 

Moses! This is God! Instead, he said, I am the God of your father. And then he went on to 

list three other names, starting with Abraham, who would have been something like Moses’s 

great, great, great, great grandfather. What’s the take away here for you? Each new 

generation of Christians invents new ways to talk about and worship God- that’s good, keep 

doing that. But God remains God, no matter what words we invent to talk about God, no 

matter what new music we write to sing about God. Just remember that it is God who 
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created people in God’s image. Your job is not to recreate God in your image. 

Finally, notice that when God asked Moses to do something, he didn’t want to do it. I 

can almost guarantee you that if you notice God at work in your daily life, and you stop to 

listen, and if you allow God to speak to you in whatever way God chooses, God will ask you 

to do something that you didn’t expect and might not feel qualified to do. When you take 

your Confirmation and Membership vows this morning, you’re agreeing to let Jesus and the 

Body of Jesus, the church, interrupt your routine, your goals, and your very way of life.  

Hearing from God can be dangerous. But don’t let that stop you from checking out the 

next burning bush. The biggest challenge facing each one of you now as graduates of the 

Confirmation Program is in facing the big decision each new day of your life. Am I going to 

be content to stick with my routine, to stay in the field with the sheep? Or am I going to 

watch for the next burning bush, stop and hear from God, and then allow God to launch the 

next and greatest adventure of my life of faith. The choice, as always, is yours. 
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