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Living the Word: Love Out Loud    Sunday, 9/22/19 

1 At first glance, you might see some well-worn tire ruts disappearing into a sunrise, 

or perhaps a sunset. But look more closely and you’ll notice the road emerges in the 

foreground from the pages of a book and then continues into the background of the real 

world. The ribbon bookmark, as well as the cross in the distance, make clear that this book is 

a Bible. This is one artist’s attempt to take the words and ideas of the Biblical book of James 

and to summarize them in a picture, what I’m choosing to call, “Living the Word.” This 

picture illustrates how our faith, rooted in the Word of God, was never meant to be separate 

from the rest of our lives. Rather, our faith is a trail head that leads us into the communities 

where we live and work and go to school, and the wider world around us. It’s the point of 

origin for the greatest adventure of our lifetimes, the one we call discipleship, or more 

simply, following Jesus. 

This morning we’re kicking off a new worship series, working our way through 

James, a letter written to fellow Jews who had been scattered away from their home base in 

Jerusalem because of the violent persecution of Christians. If there is a single verse that’s 

most often used to summarize James, it’s this: “Faith without works is dead.” That’s actually 

a shortening of the full verse in James 2:26, which reads more completely, “Just as the body 

is dead without breath, so also faith is dead without good works.”1 Another way to put that in 

relation to this picture might be this: Faith that embraces the truth of God’s Word, the Bible, 

but then never journeys into life to put it into the practice of loving others, is like a car in a 

parking spot that never moves. The car might just as well have a dead battery and flat tires. 

So it is with our faith as well. 

This month I’m encouraging and equipping you to get your cars out of “park” and into 

gear, putting your faith into practice. That’s why Common Hope is here today to encourage 

your sponsorship of a child. Next week we’ll give you the opportunity to pick up a “blessing 

bag” that the Conformation Class assembled. You can carry it with you in your car and share 

it as a blessing to the next homeless person you meet at a freeway intersection. 

 
1 New Living Translation (2nd Ed.) 
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2 Here’s another metaphor for you if you didn’t connect with the tire rut picture. By 

encouraging us to do good works, or good deeds, James is exhorting us to Love Out Loud! 

But what does that mean exactly? It clearly doesn’t mean that we should be walking around 

bragging to others about every good deed that we perform. That’s not what I mean by being 

loud. It doesn’t mean you have to be an extrovert, or lead a splashy, front-page ministry that 

everyone else wants to copy. That’s not what I mean by being loud either. Loving out loud 

simply means letting the love of God come into your heart, and then sharing it with someone 

else in a way that makes a difference in the real world and clearly points to the love of Jesus 

Christ. 

I like the splashy colors in this picture, and we’ve decorated the sanctuary with some 

colorful fabrics because just like the variety of colors makes the world a more interesting 

place to live, there are a variety of ways for us to love out loud, to put our faith into action.  

James listed one way in chapter 1, verse 27: “caring for orphans and widows in their 

distress.”2 Well, what a coincidence! You can sponsor a child in need through Common 

Hope today! Okay, maybe that wasn’t a coincidence. There are a great many ways that we, 

as a church, love out loud through practical helps, live meals ministries and blankets. But 

loving out loud isn’t limited to hunger, poverty, and education. What are we doing to address 

the systemic evils in our society that we all promise to stand against when we join the 

church?  To name just a few examples: The radical disparity in the distribution of wealth; 

Racism; Environmental injustice, which works through unfair housing policies to place some 

economic or racial groups at greater harm from pollution; and The injustice of unequal 

incarceration rates in this country. Loving out loud includes both doing good deeds and 

standing up to evil. It’s relatively easy for us to take a position on just about anything, 

including Jesus. It’s another thing altogether to put our position into practice. 

3 I have to admit that James is a hard book for me to read. Sometimes I wish he had 

never written that letter. Nowhere is that more true than in chapter 2, verses 15 and 16: 

“Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, “Good-bye 

and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food 

 
2 Ibid 
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or clothing. What good does that do?”3 I can’t tell you how many people I’ve passed on the 

street that have asked me for something, when often I haven’t even been willing to give 

them eye contact. That’s one of the first things native New Yorkers taught me before my 

first trip into the big city: never make eye contact with a stranger. Isn’t that sad? I know 500 

rationalizations for why that’s good advice. I know that many panhandlers are funding drug 

habits. But I also know that lurking not too far below the surface of all my rationalizations 

are very strong feelings of prideful rebellion and judgment that scream out, “No! What’s 

mine is mine.” Or, “if you want something, then earn it.” Or, “Why don’t you kick that 

cigarette habit if you need some money to eat?”  

I love the shopping bags in this graphic, because all too often I literally have packages 

under my arms or in the back of the car when I encounter people who are looking for help. I 

wish there was something I could say to take away that discomfort for all of us, but there 

isn’t. I suspect that we’re meant to feel uncomfortable in these circumstances, because God 

is uncomfortable with the brokenness and injustice that fills our world. I don’t think 

avoiding these people is the solution, any more than selling everything we have and giving it 

all to the poor is. Rather, I believe the way we put faith into action is to let our hearts break 

like the heart of God, and then begin to look for ways to bring healing. Not band aid type 

fixes, but deeper, longer-term, systemic healing.  And then do the work, one day at a time. 

4 Which brings us to a crucial point that we have to understand about faith and action. 

The church has sometimes wrestled with the teaching of James because it appears to 

contradict Paul’s admonishment in Romans 3:28 that “we are made right with God through 

faith and not by obeying the law.”4 That is, faith alone saves us, or the doctrine of 

justification by faith. If we’re saved by faith alone, how can faith without works be dead? 

Isn’t James just insisting that we return to the Old Covenant of trying in vain to keep God’s 

perfect law perfectly? 

To borrow from the Apostle Paul in Romans 6:2, “By no means!”5 James isn’t saying 

that, any more than Jesus was when he said that he hadn’t come to abolish the law, but to 

 
3 Ibid 
4 Ibid 
5 New International Version (2011). 



4 

fulfill it.6 Neither was John the Baptist when he said to the Pharisees, “every tree that does 

not produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire.”7 

In this country, we’ve been trained to think of things in black and white terms, “either-

or.” But there are many Hebrew ideas in the Bible that stand in tension, more of a “both-

and.” I believe that a better understanding of what James is telling us is that faith and good 

works go hand-in-hand, and it’s impossible to have one without the other.  

Try thinking of it this way. Faith is the gift God gives us when we put our trust in God 

without the proof of having met Jesus face to face. Good works are the fruit of that gift, 

given by the Holy Spirt for the express purpose of building up the Body of Christ and 

drawing lost sheep back to the heart of God. Our salvation is a gift of grace, not something 

we earn by impressing or satisfying God with our good works. On the other hand, a life that 

isn’t doing the work of God in the world is missing something, because fruitfulness in love 

is simply part of the character and heart of God. Genuine faith therefore inevitably produces 

the fruit of works of love. James and Paul aren’t at odds, they’re just describing different 

sides of the same coin. And by the way, works without faith are also dead, because good 

works that glorify God are always an expression of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

5 Faith was never meant to be a parking spot for us to sit in and enjoy our salvation, 

like a single point on a page. Faith is more like a vector, something with direction and 

magnitude, and it always leads away from ourselves and into the lives of others. In the New 

Living Translation, we read: “Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless?” But 

the Greek would be better translated something like this: “faith without works doesn’t 

work!” Do you see the pun? “Faith without works doesn’t work!” And it doesn’t! 

We have choices to make every day, temptations and distractions, and always that tug-

of-war with our ego, that chafes at the proposition of surrendering self-will to God’s will. 

That’s why we need each other. As Paul said so well in Hebrews 10:24, “[L]et us consider 

how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”8 The good news is that you 

can tap into the unlimited love, mercy, and grace of the creator of the universe. Now how are 

 
6 Matthew 5:17 New Living Translation (2nd Ed.) 
7 Matthew 3:10b. Ibid. 
8 New International Version (2011). 
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you going to unleash that love in the world, loving out loud with good works for the world to 

see?  
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