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Celebrating Stewardship of Time  Sunday, 9/24/17 

1 Today we begin a new journey together of reclaiming stewardship as a joyful, life-

long calling rather than a guilt-ridden, annual drudgery. I’m guessing that there’d be no surer 

way to decrease worship attendance than to put a banner outside proclaiming, “Annual Fall 

Stewardship Campaign: Inquire Within!” But stewardship was never intended to be a 

campaign, something strategically engineered to manipulate a vote or coerce giving. 

Stewardship wasn’t designed to be limited to one season of the year, although the fall 

harvest time does seem to echo images of bringing tithes of grain as offerings to God. And 

stewardship was never intended to be guild-ridden or boring. God intends quite the opposite. 

To be appointed a steward is to be given a position of trust and authority, charged with 

making wise decisions on behalf of our Lord. Each day that we greet as we open our eyes 

and realize that we’re still living is a day to recognize that we have been given another day 

to act on behalf of Jesus. What a privilege! Stewardship isn’t about gritting our teeth and 

sadly doing without, denying ourselves for the greater good. Stewardship is about 

discovering that each investment we make in God’s kingdom brings the joy that each of us is 

longing for, but perhaps can’t name.  

So we’ll be celebrating stewardship for the next month, reclaiming the joyful calling 

we’ve been given as God’s stewards of time, money, creation, and witness. Each week we’ll 

hear a story about stewardship from one of our own. And on Sunday, October 15, we’ll be 

consecrating our financial offerings for 2018 as we bring our estimates of giving to God’s 

altar.  

2 We begin our celebration this morning with the stewardship of time. As each day 

unfolds before us, we are given the awesome responsibility of deciding how we will live 

each of the 24 hours, 1,440 minutes, and 86,400 seconds in the day. Some of that time is 

well invested in rest and recreation, some of it in caring for our families, and much of it in 

work. Those things are part of God’s calling too, and I think we need to remember that there 

is sacred worth in the ordinary rhythms and tasks of daily life. But if we’re honest with 

ourselves, we sometimes short-change ourselves and God by investing our time unwisely. 

As usual, the apostle Paul has a thing or two to share with us about how we spend our time.  

I’m reading from Ephesians 5, beginning in verse 10, in the Message. 
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{Read Ephesians 5:10-20, The Message}. 

3 Of all the God-honoring ways that we can invest our time, there’s one that’s 

especially easy to neglect, and that’s serving people. Perhaps that’s because we’re usually so 

busy with our own lives that we simply don’t see the people around us who need help. 

Remember, this isn’t about making you feel guilty for not serving others. I genuinely 

believe, and have experienced myself, that serving other people in very simple ways fills a 

hole in my heart that I often don’t even realize needs filling. Tracy Daleiden is going to 

share with you one concrete way that has been happening through the Wesley Meals 

ministry. {Tracy Daleiden shares, 2-3 minutes} 

4 Serving hungry people through ministries like the Wesley Meal is such a life-giving 

way to invest our time. Why is it that we all don’t do more of it? I believe that our problem 

isn’t that we don’t want to serve others, it’s not that we don’t know that we’ll find joy in 

doing it. The problem is that we haven’t ordered our lives to allow the space for what’s most 

important.  

I’ve previously referred to a best-selling book by Richard Swenson, Margin. Swenson 

defines margin most simply as “the space that once existed between ourselves and our 

limits.”1 Implied in that definition is that the source of some of our modern angst is that we 

no longer have any margin- margin in our schedules, margin in our workload, margin in our 

emotional energy, margin in just about any part of our lives.  We cheat ourselves, and we 

cheat God, when we barrel on forward at break-neck speeds, imagining that we have no 

limits. Richard Swenson put it this way: 

We are not infinite. The day does not have more than twenty-four hours. We do not 

have an inexhaustible source of human energy. We cannot keep running on empty. Limits 

are real, and despite what some stoics might think, limits are not even an enemy. 

Overloading is the enemy.  

Some will respond: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Can 

you? Can you fly? Can you go six months without eating? Neither can you live a healthy life 

chronically overloaded. God did not intend this verse to represent a negation of life balance. 

                                                
1 Margin, Navpress 1992, p. 55. 
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Jesus did not heal all, He did not minister to all, He did not visit all, and He did not teach 

all. He did not work twenty-four hour ministry days.  

It is God the Creator who made limits, and it is the same God who placed them within 

us for our protection. We exceed them at our peril.2 

5 If overload prevents us from enjoying the stewardship of our time, then just as our 

financial stewardship requires us to create margin in our budgets- the difference between 

what plan on receiving and what we plan on spending- good stewardship of time requires us 

to create margin in our schedules- the difference between the time we anticipate having and 

the time we anticipate needing to accomplish our plans. In the words of Richard Swenson 

again, “Margin is the amount allowed beyond that which is needed. It is something held in 

reserve for contingencies or unanticipated situations. Margin is the gap between rest and 

exhaustion, the space between breathing freely and suffocating. It is the leeway we once had 

between ourselves and our limits.”3 

So just as a financial planner might sit down with us to prioritize our expenses, 

perhaps we could conduct a careful audit of our schedules? How much of our actual weekly 

or daily schedules are taken up by the equivalent of junk mail? Anyone who’s been in a 

weight-loss program knows that an important part of losing weight is simply developing a 

mindfulness around what you’re eating. I’m convinced that most of us would be surprised if 

we kept a detailed log of our activities for an entire week. According to the Department of 

Labor Statistics, in 2016 Americans watched, on average, 2.7 hours of television per day.4 I 

love my Netflix, and I’m not saying you should feel bad about watching TV. What I am 

saying is that chronically binge-watching Netflix deprives us of the chance to invest God’s 

time in Kingdom work. Work and recreation are God-ordained, but so is serving other 

people. 

Incidentally, sifting through junk mail is a colossal waste of time. One estimate is that 

Americans waste 8 months over their lifetimes opening junk mail.5 You can sign up at 

directmail.com and eliminate most of it before it arrives in your mail box. When Paul wrote, 

                                                
2 Ibid, p. 77. 
3 Ibid, pp. 91-92. 
4 www.bls.gov/news.release/atus.nr0.htm 
5 dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/junkmail/index.cfm 
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“Don’t waste your time on useless work” he surely couldn’t have imagined the myriad ways 

we’ve invented for wasting time in the two thousand years since he wrote his letter. 

6 Most of the things we spend our time on have value- if they didn’t, we wouldn’t feel 

pulled in so many directions. Most of us have no trouble finding something worthwhile to 

do. On the other hand, all of us could use some help in discerning the best ways to use our 

time. Oftentimes the most important things, like prayer, get crowded out by the most 

immediate things, like the morning news program blaring on the TV. Sometimes the most 

important things, like worship and faith formation, get crowded out by the most popular 

things, like sports. There are times in our lives when we have to say no to the immediate and 

popular things so that we can say yes to the important things.  

It’s difficult to say no- to your kids, to your spouse, to your employer, even to your 

pastor. But sometimes you have to say no, because joyful stewardship of your time is 

impossible if you’re living with zero margin in your life. It can be even harder to say no to 

something you’ve already committed to over a long period of time. Richard Swenson notes, 

“Activities and commitments often have a way of self-perpetuating even when we are no 

longer particularly interested in them. It is much harder to stop something than it is to start 

it.”6 If we want more margin to invest God’s time in the very best, we need to have the 

courage to stop doing some things that may be good, but aren’t the very best. 

 7 It was only two weeks ago that we considered God’s plan that we get some rest. 

That still applies today. Chronically sleep-deprived Christians aren’t generally very effective 

or joyful stewards. You can’t give what you don’t have, so in order to be more free to give 

of your time, you’ll need to find ways to let go of something else. In a moment, I’m going to 

invite you to consider your investment of time in the ministries of this church, so I’ll say it 

again: you can’t give what you don’t have. Please don’t commit to a ministry if you don’t 

have the margin to serve in that way unless you’re willing to create margin by letting 

something else go. Stewardship of God’s time is a sacred honor, a blessing, and a source of 

great joy when we use God’s time wisely. Please pray with me. God of all time, give us 

discerning hearts this morning. Lead us in choosing how to best invest your time. Help us to 

                                                
6 Ibid, p. 156. 
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know when to say no, and when to joyfully embrace the ministry you put before us. Amen. 
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