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Worship Events 
 

Sunday, April 2 
Giving Up Our Lives 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
John 11:1-45 

Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, April 9 

Palm Sunday  
Giving Up Popularity 

Matthew 21:1-11 

 
Sunday, April 16 

Easter Sunday 
Giving Up Death 

Acts 10:34-43 
John 20:1-18 

 
Sunday, April 23 

Curtis R. Rieck Preaching 

 
Sunday, April 30 

MCCI All-Congregation 
Celebration Worship at 8:15 

 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Joyful Praise Worship 
8:15 am 

 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:20-10:20 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
10:30 am  

 

 

2017 April Flowers 

 

I’m not much of a gardener, but I’ve always remembered the joke, 
“If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring?” But 
even on the frozen prairies of Minnesota, we don’t have to wait that long; 
we can expect to see some flowers in bloom as early as April.  In 2017, I 
am forecasting an especially colorful and fragrant emergence of April 
flowers at 609 8th Street Northwest (our church address). 

My forecast of April flowers is rooted in the hopeful expectation 
that God always completes the good works God initiates in our lives. In 
April of 2016, we began a journey together of inviting God to break 
through in our lives, our church, and our communities in new ways. Our 
breakthrough journey (also called the MCCI) is predicated on the belief 
that each one of us desires to invest our lives in something extraordinary, 
something larger than ourselves, something powerfully and tangibly of 
God. Over the past year we have been planting seeds together- through 
prayer, through special trainings, through new ministry teams- all with an 
eye toward the three-day period of April 28, 29, and 30. 

Over this extended weekend in April, we will all be witnesses to 
the emergence of the first of God’s spring flowers as we dream together in 
interviews and focus groups on Friday; a fun, interactive all-church  
learning event on Saturday (9am-3pm), including an optional breakfast 
(8am) and lunch; and a single combined worship service on Sunday 
(8:15am) with a guest preacher and a presentation from the MCCI Team. 
The Team will present five unique Spring flowers (ministry prescriptions) 
grown just for us. What will they look like? Where will they grow? Who 
will tend them? Will they be annuals or perennials?  

This weekend will be a time when each one of us will be able to 
make a contribution as we discern God’s dream for our future as a church. 
If you haven’t done so yet, I’m asking you to plan on participating in our 
Breakthrough/MCCI weekend (aka, our “weekend flower show”) as a 
matter of special priority. There hasn’t been such a significant turning 
point for us as a church in many years. I believe that God is inviting you to 
be a part of this extraordinary journey into our future. 

I also invite you to join me in this prayer leading up to our special 
weekend:  Holy Spirit, break through and inspire the people of Buffalo 
United Methodist Church in new ways. Open my heart to receive and 
share the extraordinary love of God with a renewed vitality. I joyfully 
surrender to your Spirit. Amen. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 



Buffalo United Methodist Church  
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

 
 

Grow in Love of God and Neighbor  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul & mind and 
love your neighbors as yourself    Matthew 22:37-40   
 

Introduce People to Jesus 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all people… ` 

  Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Heal a Broken World  
The spirit of the Lord is upon us to bring good news to the poor 

Luke 4:16-21 
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 Spiritual Growth 
Holy Week and Easter 
 The joy of Easter Sunday resurrection will 
carry so much more meaning if you choose to 
participate in some of Christ’s journey to the cross 
through Holy Week worship opportunities.  Our 
Lenten journey culminates with Holy Week, 
beginning with Palm Sunday on April 9.   
 
Palm Sunday, April 9, 8:15 & 10:30 am 
 We will be at the parade in Jerusalem, 
waving palm branches for Jesus, and with children 
singing “hosanna.”   
 
Holy Thursday, April 13, 7:30 pm  

We’ll gather “After the Parade” to 
experience The Last Supper with Jesus and the 
disciples, the Garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal of 
Judas and the trial of Jesus as we are reminded of 
His sacrifice. 
 
Good Friday Worship – Friday, April 14, noon  

Walk with Jesus through the denial of his 
followers, his condemnation and crucifixion as we 
observe this solemn Gospel recollection of Good 
Friday at Buffalo Covenant Church with the 
community.  An offering will be received to help 
people in need in our community.   

Easter Sunday, April 16 

This year we will have two 
Easter worship services at our 
regular times of 8:15 and 10:30, 
each including a children’s 
message, communion and lots of 
wonderful music. 

Between services (during the Sunday School 
hour) there will be a special children’s Easter event 
in the back of the fellowship hall from 9:30-10:15.  
There will be fun activities and the Easter story will 
be told. 

“Resurrection Rolls” will be served from 
9:15-10:30 by our senior high youth mission team, 
so your generous donations will help support their 
summer mission trip to St. Louis. 

Cross Training Session April 23 
We have another Cross Training (multi-

generational Sunday School) session on Sunday, 
April 23 between services in the back of the 
fellowship hall.  Our Prayer Initiative team will lead 
a session on prayer, including new prayers for our 
MCCI Breakthrough weekend, using the labyrinth, 
and more!  Grab a cup of coffee and gather from 
9:20-10:20. 

 

MCCI Breakthrough Weekend 
 The countdown is almost complete as we 
enter the final month before our MCCI/ 
Breakthrough Weekend.  If ever there was a 
weekend for us all to rally together as a church, this 
is it!  Please commit to joining us for both days as a 
special priority in your commitment as a disciple of 
Jesus.  Why should you participate on both days? 
You should come on Saturday, April 29, because:  
• There will be a scrumptious fellowship meal at 

8am served by the UMM;  
• From 9am-3pm we’ll both hear and share 

stories about how God is breaking through in 
United Methodist churches around the country, 
including our own;  

• You’ll have time to visit with friends over a 
catered lunch; 

• You’ll hear reports from our “mystery 
worshippers”; and 

• You’ll be a part of shaping the new dreams that 
will form our future. 

Come on Sunday, April 30 at 8:15am because: 
• We’ll double our praise as we enjoy an all-

congregation worship service.   
• You’ll enjoy hearing from a special guest 

preacher; 
• You’ll be blessed by the wisdom of Pastor Bill’s 

coach, Rev. Sue Kibbe. 
• You’ll bear witness to the unveiling of five new 

ministry initiatives for the future of our church.   
• You’ll be given a copy of the MCCI report that 

details each of these initiatives. 
Watch your mail for the invitation coming soon, 
and RSVP by April 19!   



Membership Class May 20 
 Come and learn more about our 
congregation’s traditions and beliefs, and some 
history and values of The United Methodist Church 
on Saturday, May 20 at 9 am in preparation for 
membership or simply for your education and 
information.  This is be a fun morning of 
conversation and fellowship, so all are welcome!   

Following the class, those who choose to 
move forward with membership will be received as 
members during worship on Sunday, June 4.  For 
more information, contact Laurie Schroeder or 
Pastor Bill.  Pre-registration is appreciated. 
 

Growing Generous Givers 
 We welcome God into most parts of our 
lives, but often hesitate with our money. Yet money 
is a gift like any other, and our use of it a spiritual 
discipline.  As a church, and as individuals, we seek 
to grow in our stewardship faithfulness. 
 
But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought 
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if 
we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  Those 
who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into 
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 
and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

    - 1 Timothy 6:6-10 
 
Prayer - Lord Jesus, help me always to be content 
with what I have.  May money and possessions 
never become the source of my peace, for then I 
know they will have begun to replace you in my life.  
If you choose to bless me with money and 
possessions, I give you thanks and be generous with 
your blessings.  If you choose not to bless me with 
money and possessions, I will give you thanks for 
all that you pour into my life that cannot be 
measured in dollars and cents.  As Paul said, I will 
learn to be content with whatever I have. May you 
and only you my God, be my treasure! Amen. 
 

 

Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
April 2 Holy Communion 
April 9 Palm Sunday - Children Parade and 

sing 
April 13 Holy Thursday worship at 7:30 pm 
April 14 Good Friday community worship at 

noon at Buffalo Covenant Church 
April 16 Easter with Children’s Easter event 

between services 
April 23 Curtis R. Rieck preaching 
April 30 MCCI All Congregational worship at 

8:15 am (no 10:30 service) 

Easter Offering Designation 
The leadership team voted to split the Easter 

offering between support to pay half of camping 
fees for those attending United Methodist Camps 
and world famine relief through organizations like 
UMCOR and Feed My Starving Children.   We are 
also looking for someone who might be interested 
in coordinating a meal-packing day in May or June. 

Easter Garden Thank You 
Thank you so much to all who donated 

toward our Easter Garden.  It is a joyous display of 
spring and resurrection hope each year.  We will 
keep the garden intact through April 30 and our 
special MCCI weekend, so if you’re willing to leave 
your plant through then, it would be appreciated.  
To assure everyone gets the right plant, we’ll have a 
list posted on the bulletin board. 

There is still an opportunity to help set up 
the Easter garden!  Let Laurie know if you might be 
able to help on either Friday the 14th or Saturday the 
15th. 

 

Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
February 26  107 62 169 
March 5  132 69 201 
March 12    92 58 150 
March 19  107 56 163 
 

 

 



Ministry & Missions  
Support Missions at Lenten Dinner 
 Our final Lenten supper is on Wednesday, 
April 5 at 6:00 pm.  Our UM Men’s Fellowship 
will serve egg bake, so come enjoy “breakfast for 
supper!”   

Frozen Meals Available 
 There are several different sizes of chicken 
noodle casserole, some turkey soup, chili and 
chocolate chip cookies in the storeroom freezer for 
you to take to someone needing a meal or two.  Ask 
for help if you can’t find them! 

UM Men’s & Women’s Fellowship 
 The UM Women meet Thursday, April 13 
at 1:00 pm with youth director, Curtis R. Rieck, the 
guest speaker.  All women of BUMC are welcome!  
Other reminders are that white cakes are needed for 
the Wesley meal on April 29, and the UMW has 
been asked to provide coffee cakes and muffins for 
the fellowship hour following the MCCI all-
congregation worship at 8:15 on Sunday, April 30. 
 The UM Men’s Fellowship meets Saturday, 
April 15 at 7:30 am for their regular meeting.  All 
men are welcome to come and have a home cooked 
breakfast and fellowship.  Questions please contact 
Ivan Erickson at 763-497-1742. 

District UMW Spring Gathering 
 The Big Waters District Spring Gathering 
will be held Saturday, April 23 at Community UMC 
in Monticello.  Because this is so close to Buffalo, 
we hope to get several carloads going.  Please mark 
your calendar and plan to attend! 

UMW Rummage Sale August 16-19 
 Mark your calendar for another rummage 
sale sponsored by United Methodist Women, on 
August 16-19.  Start now by going through your 
closets and storage units and save them for this 
sale.......Books, toys, children's clothing, small 
household items, crafts, needlework, holiday items, 
games, collectibles, miscellaneous items, etc. All 
proceeds will go toward the UMW Mission 
support.  

Baby Animal Fair April 30 
 The Baby Animal Fair to 
raise money for Heifer 
International will be held at the 
Buffalo Civic Center on Sunday, 
April 30 from noon-4:00 pm.  
Our church will host the pig booth 
once again, so be sure to stop by 

the booth and say hello.  This is a truly fun and 
educational event, with international booths and 
foods, live animals, entertainment, hand-crafted 
items, - a true community gathering!  It is free, 
though food shelf donations are encouraged.   

This biennial event raises thousands of 
dollars to support Heifer International’s mission 
work.  If you would like to start saving coins for 
this cause, donation boxes are available in the 
entryway at church.  You can deliver them to the 
event yourself, or we will deliver for you. 

Offering the Gift of Music 
If there is any time in your life or the life of 

a loved one when you would appreciate having a 
small group of people come to your home or a 
hospital room to sing hymns, please let Craig know 
at 763-682-1994.  The melodies and words of some 
of the old hymns and some of the new songs of 
praise, can be especially comforting at difficult 
times.   Typically 3-5 singers could be available 
even on short notice.  The length of time and 
number of songs would be at your request, 
depending on the situation. 

Also, if you’d like to be on the list of 
potential singers, please let Craig Lilja or Laurie 
Schroeder know. 

Blankets for Beds 
Though winter is nearing 

an end, the need for blankets 
continues.  Please bring new and 
gently used blankets, bedding and towels for local 
distribution.  If you need items to be picked up, 
please contact Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260. 

Wesley Meal on Saturday, April 29 
Confirmation students, faith partners and 

parents have filled all of the slots to serve the 
Wesley meal in Minneapolis on Saturday, 
April 29.  Sign up on the bulletin board if you can 
bake one of the 10 white cakes needed to serve.   



Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Sunday School Update 
Spring!  What a wonderful 

sight, sound, and feeling.  With 
spring on its way, there tends to be 
lots of outdoor projects, cleaning, 
planting, etc., one of the many great 
ways for us to help our family.  In the next several 
weeks we will be learning that God not only wants 
us to love our family, but find ways in which we 
can help them.  When we say family it is all 
encompassing.   This includes our immediate family 
along with our church family, our community 
family, and our school family. 
 In Sunday School we will be reading about 
Ruth and Naomi and how Ruth put her family ahead 
of her own needs and wants, which isn’t always 
easy to do.  God’s idea of families being people 
working together for the good of one another has 
been around since the beginning, and when we 
follow his plan for families, it works well for 
everyone.  It is important that we all take care of 
each other.  
 We will also discuss how the Bible tells us 
that children are to obey their parents and parents 
shouldn’t frustrate their children (Ephesians 6:1-4). 
There should be mutual respect between parents and 
children, which in turn creates good family 
relationships and positive role models, even when 
we don’t always get along. 
 As we go through this month, we can focus 
on praying for our “families.”  Pick a different 
family every day of the week to pray for, so as to 
not forget about any of them.  Here’s an example:  
  
Monday:  Pray for your Family 
Tuesday:  Pray for God’s Family (your church 

family) 
Wednesday: Pray for your neighborhood 
Thursday:  Pray for your town 
Friday:  Pray for your school  
Saturday:  Pray for the helpless, hopeless, hurting 

and lost.  Start with the world, your 
nation, your state, and perhaps your 
community.  List names of people you 

know that are afflicted physically and 
spiritually. 

Sunday:  Pray for Personal Guidance.  
Remember to take time to pray for 
your own personal needs.  Sometimes 
we pray for everyone else, but forget 
about ourselves.  

 
Sunday School Calendar 
April 2 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal after SS 
April 9 All children sing in Palm Sunday worship 

(2nd-6th at both services; PS-1st at 10:30) 
April 16 Family Easter Event at 9:20 am 
April 30 2nd-6th graders sing at 8:15 worship 
 Sunday School follows all-church worship 
 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal 
May 7 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal  
May 14 Jesus Rocks Sings 
May 21 All children sing for Celebration Sunday 
 SS “Banquet Table” and party 

Children Sing on Palm Sunday & 30th 
Palm Sunday is always a special 
day for children to participate!   
This year our older SS kids 
(grades 2-6) will sing at both 
services, while the younger ones 

(PS-1st grade) will sing only at the 10:30 service.   
Here are the details: 
8:15 worship – There will be an informal palm 

procession during the service, and the 2nd-6th 
graders will sing “Shout Hosanna.” 

10:30 worship – ALL children will process at the 
beginning of the service and both groups will 
sing early in the service. 

It’s such a joy to be part of the Jerusalem parade! 
Plan to be here!   
 NOTE:  2nd-6th graders will also sing at our 
special all-church service on Sunday, April 30 at 
8:15 am. 

Children’s Easter Event April 16 
We encourage kids (and their parents) to 

participate in a special Children’s Easter Event on 
Easter Morning, April 16 from 9:30-10:15 in the 
back of the fellowship hall.  Kids will enjoy 
Resurrection Rolls, hear the Easter story and have 
an activity.  This will be a family friendly way to 
spend Easter together and celebrate the love of God. 
Families may also take pictures in the Easter 
garden.  Come and join the fun.  



Summer Camp Funds Available! 
The leadership team 

again voted to use Easter 
offering funds to pay for half 
your camping fees this year!  
We want children and youth to 
experience camp, and want to 
make sure they aren’t staying home due for 
financial reasons.  All children and youth age 18 or 
under attending United Methodist camps will have 
half the registration fees covered by BUMC.  First-
time adult campers are also covered.  This is a great 
way for us to offer a great faith formation 
experience, and also support our UM camping 
programs at the same time!   

Pick up a camping brochure at church or go 
online to https://minnesotaumc.org/get-
involved/camping-retreats/ to register for the 
camp of your choice. Then complete our BUMC 
camping form and return it to church so we can pay 
the other half.   

Fifth graders also receive an additional $100 
gift from the church to use towards any UM camp 
experience as part of their Faith Stepping Stone 
blessing, and scholarships are available for anyone 
needing additional help with registration fees.  
Contact Michelle at church for more information.  

New Playground: Now What? 
How Awesome is Our God!?!?   The 

remaining Playground items are funded and soon 
equipment ordering and installation will commence. 
The Playground Team will disband once 
construction is finished.  The obvious question is; 
what’s next?  How do we make the most of what we 
have been given?  Let’s form a new outreach 
ministry team focusing on reaching children and 
families with the love of Jesus, beginning with the 
new playground. Would you serve on this team?  
Following are some ideas for the new team to 
consider this summer.  
• How about a weekly reading hour on summer 

afternoons sharing stories and engaging with 
neighborhood children?   

• How about throwing a tent up, like Abraham or 
Moses had in their day and expanding the idea 
of the Lenten marketplace outside?  

• Let’s set up yoga classes on the grass. 
• Or how about inviting families to use our 

labyrinth as a form of family prayer; offering 

guidance to families as they use the labyrinth 
and the playground?   

• How about a “little library” to exchange books?  
Are you willing to build one? 

This playground is going to give us such great 
opportunities to show the community how much 
Jesus cares about them. Working together as a 
church, we can accomplish much and change the 
lives around us for the better. We don’t need to be 
flashy, even though having a new lime green and 
blue playground helps, we just need to show people 
how the love of God can make the world a better 
place with some fun and kindness.  

If you have other ideas or want to join this 
new ministry team, sign- up on the bulletin board!  

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another.  By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.”   -- John 13:34-35  
 

Confirmation 

Confirmation Schedule 
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 pm unless indicated 
April 5  Lenten Supper @ 6 pm, Worship @ 

6:35 
April 12 No confirmation or youth ministries 
April 13 Holy Thursday Worship Service @ 

7:30 – Required 
April 19 Faith Night – Work on Creeds 
April 26 Focus Night – Combined night with 

Senior High 
April 29 Wesley Meal Service Project 

April 29 Wesley Meal Servers 
 A group of confirmation students, parents 
and partners will serve the Wesley meal in 
Minneapolis on Saturday, April 29.  Please meet at 
the church at 8:00 am.  We should be home around 
2:00 pm.  Just a reminder those who have signed up 
are Sophie & Derek Ellis, Drew Knutson & parent, 
Emily & Debbie Christian, Jade & Lori Goth, Jude 
Adams and Sara Biren, Emily Weese & parent.  



Ministry Team Reports 

Finance Team Update 
by Martyn Dibben, Finance Vice Chair 
 January income exceeded budget projection 
and overall the month was underspent by $1,841 
despite a BUMP reimbursement of $2,729 and 
property excess of $1,076.  February’s budget was 
overspent by $5,978 with both administrative and 
property spending as major factors.  Overall the 
expected February income was down by $6,537.  
But the year-to-date overall expenses were $559 
less than budget proposed for the first two months 
of 2017.  
 BUMC mortgage principal is paid well 
ahead (through September 2020) and a loan renewal 
scheduled for August 2018. Staff will research 
alternate bids prior to June 2017 for review and will 
consider the possibility of using existing mortgage 
reserve funds to pay down the principal on our 
mortgage.  The BUMPreschool balance was 
negative both January and February, but down only 
$307 for the mid-year point, which is much better 
than expected.  Comparisons with past years’ 
spending was recommended. 
 Currently, both BUMC’s net assets are 
down $23,955 compared to the same time last year. 
However, church history is that income typically 
lags expense January-February and catches up in 
March-April. Thus, we again have paid 
apportionments, and given our reserves, BUMC is 
in a sound fiscal position as we move forward on 
MCCI and Breakthrough Prayer initiatives destined 
for the mid-year.  
 You can better BUMC’s position by 
allowing your gifts to be consistent and regular 
through electronic giving which acts to smooth 
monthly fluctuations in the ability to pay bills.  

Thank You from Lydea 
Thank you BUMC! As many of you have 

heard, I will be taking a different job at Sholand 
School for Girls in Annandale.  In my former life, I 
was a teacher and I am grateful for this opportunity 
to return to something I love doing - teaching.  Not 
to say, I didn’t love working here, because I do, I 
just couldn’t say no to this calling. The last year and 
a half as your Children and Families Ministry 

director has been an overwhelming blessing.  I was 
more than welcomed by all of you. As a 
congregation, you have been supportive, 
enthusiastic and appreciative of all my work. I 
could not be more grateful.  

Darrin and I will continue to worship here 
and participate in the ministries of this church. We 
are so thankful for the opportunities that BUMC has 
provided for us and we look forward to many more 
years of engagement with this church and its 
awesome congregation.  

Appreciation for Lydea Laudenbach 
Though Lydea has resigned as our family 

ministries director, we aren’t really saying farewell 
as she and Darrin will remain part of our 
congregation.  We do want to show appreciation for 
her ministry here over the last 1½ years, however, 
so we will have a cake reception on Sunday, 
March 26 between services to share words of 
thanks.  If you miss the reception, we encourage 
you to thank her in person or with a card. 

Children’s Ministry Director Sought 
 The Staff Parish Relations Team is now 
accepting applications for the Children’s Ministry 
Director (17 hours per week, including most Sunday 
mornings).  Key responsibilities include: 
• Coordinate overall Family Ministries along with 

the Youth Ministries Director 
• Increase engagement of children and families in 

the life of our church 
• Communicate with families and church through 

a variety of media and in person 
• Coordinate the Prayer Partner program 
• Equip and resource the Sunday School Team 

(e.g., teacher training, fall start-up, curricula) 
• Develop special Sunday School events 

throughout the year 
• Plan family mission and outreach events 
• Assist the Lead Pastor with the Faith Stepping 

Stone events 
• Oversee the BUMPreschool chapel program 
• Occasional provision of children’s message in 

worship 
Applications and a job description are available in 
the church office and online at 
www.buffaloumc.org.  Please include with your 
application a resume and a cover letter describing 
why you are applying for this position. 

http://www.buffaloumc.org/


Methodist/City Playground News 
After only two weeks of an appeal to the 

congregation in March, we were overjoyed to 
receive donations that met and in fact exceeded the 
remaining $7,000 needed for Phase 2 playground 
costs. The $1,500 additional dollars received, and 
any additional dollars donated in the future will be 
used to fund outreach ministries in the park. How 
Awesome is Our God!?!?  The Playground team 
will work on ordering remaining equipment and 
scheduling installations. A new sign will be erected 
to thank the many community organizations who 
made this park possible. In the meantime, we’ll be 
forming a new team to work on family ministries 
that engage people around the playground. Be sure 
to read the separate article (New Playground: Now 
What?). 

 

 

Lawn Crew Needed 
 Spring has officially 
arrived, so the grass will be 
growing soon!  The Property 
Team is gearing up for summer 
lawn mowing and we have 
saved a lot of money by using 
volunteers to move May through October.  We 
schedule two households per week to mow.  With 
two people on the riding mowers and one person 
using the push mower and weed whacker it takes 
about two and a half hours to mow the church 
property.  (The church has mower on site that you 
can use.)  We have lost some of our mowing team 
this year, so would you consider volunteering once 
or twice this year?  Contact Michelle at the church 
office for more information or to volunteer. 
 

In the Community 

Early Childhood Family Fair April 29 
 The community-wide ECFE Family Fair is 
at the Discovery School on Saturday, April 29 
from 10:00-1:00.  If you have young children or 
grandchildren, it’s a fun event and there many 
things to enjoy, including demos, activities, food 
and petting zoo.  Our BUMPreschool will have a 
table there, along with a playground remodeling 
display, so stop by and say hello! 

Quilt Event at BUMC April 1 
 The local Piece by Peace quilt group is 
hosting an event here at Buffalo UMC on Saturday, 
April 1 from 10:00-3:00 pm.  The day includes quilt 
demonstrations and a trunk show presentation of 
quilts by members.  The public is welcome to 
attend, but tickets must be purchased in advance.  
The $15 ticket includes a bag lunch.  

Emma Norton Annual Dinner April 10 
 Sign up by March 31 for the Emma Norton 
Services’ annual dinner and silent auction on 
Monday, April 10 from 5:30 – 8:30 pm at the 
Minneapolis Marriott Northwest.  This is a special 
celebration of the 100th year anniversary and 
lifelong partnership with The United Methodist 
Church.  Bishop Ough will be there, and the emcee 
is Susie Jones from WCCO radio.  See Laurie 
immediately to register. Tickets are $50. 
 Emma Norton Services actively combats 
poverty by partnering with women, children, and 
families who are homeless and experiencing the 
challenges of mental and/or chemical disabilities. 
ENS provides affordable housing, basic needs, and 
support services in an environment that fosters 
stability and encourages personal growth. 

Emma Norton has two locations to serve a 
diverse community.  Emma Norton Residence in St. 
Paul is home to 50 individual women and Emma’s 
Place in Maplewood is home to 13 families with 
single parents and 3+ kids.   

Each year, Emma Norton Services helps 
over 200 people by providing a supportive 
community, resources, and personal development 
opportunities while they worked to build a better 
life without having to worry about basic needs like 
a safe place to sleep. 



Our Church Family 

Prayer Matters… 
• For Elvina Bechthold who experienced multiple 

strokes, and will be put in home hospice soon. 
Prayers of comfort for Garland and the whole 
family, also. 

• For Judy Peterson who is still hospitalized at 
Abbott NW for intensive leukemia treatments, 
and also for Art.  Please send cards to her at:  
Room E3055, 800 East 28th Street, Minneapolis 
55407; 612-863-4000. 

• For Sheila Lindstrom, as her mother Nancy 
Stringer passed away unexpectedly in March. 

• Continued prayers for Amy Fouquette as she is 
experiencing health complications  following 
her bone marrow transplant.   

• For Brian Gilson and family as his Aunt Mary 
died unexpectedly in March. 

• For the family of Herbert O’Flanigan, whose 
memorial service was held here in March.  

• For Nancy and Doc Campbell as her recovery 
from eye surgery is not going as well as hoped, 
and Doc’s Alzheimer’s continues to 
progress.  (They do plan to be back here from 
Arizona in time for Easter!) 

• For Lawrence O’Flanagan, recovering more 
slowly than hoped from hernia surgery.   

• For Deb Rippie’s mother, Joyce, who fell and 
broke her hip and had surgery, but is 
experiencing a slow recovery.   

• For Janice Erickson in hospice with her 
Huntington’s disease, and for Ivan, too. 

• For Ed Hance as he continues to navigate health 
issues including several bone fractures that 
impede his activity, and for caretaker, Erva. 

• For the family of Frank Raeth, a young Buffalo 
father who died in his sleep leaving two children 
and wife Amy.  They are family friends of Ed & 
Erva Hance. 

• For Marjorie Zacharda as she deals with kidney 
issues. 

• Ongoing prayers for the many in our church 
family facing health challenges. 

• Prayers of gratitude that Jana Reinhart’s 
fractured knee is recovering well.  

Celebrations: 
• Blessings for our 5th graders who received their 

Faith Stepping Stone blessing and helped serve 
communion on March 5. 

Thank You from: 
• The family of Herb O’Flanigan:  “Our family 

would like to express our many thanks for all of 
your help and support for the service for our 
father and husband.  We appreciated your 
thoughtful words of sympathy and comfort in the 
time we needed it most.  It was the best gift we 
could have ever received.  Please thank the 
wonderful lunch ladies and the musicians for 
making everything beautiful.  Your friendship is 
a blessing.” 

• Lawrence & Darla O’Flanagan:  “It is such a 
blessing to be part of a church who truly 
reaches out to our community!  On behalf of our 
Uncle Herb O’Flanigan’s family, we want to 
thank you for provided such a beautiful 
celebration of life service for him and the 
wonderful grace-filled luncheon.  We are 
blessed to call you our church family!” 

• Marlene Walters:  “Dear BUMC, Thank you so 
much for the beautiful prayer shawl.  God is 
faithful – I feel the love and prayers by so many.  
I am grateful and truly blessed.  Each time I 
wear the prayer shawl I am reminded of God’s 
special gift, people like you, who take the time 
to help others, like me, as I battle breast cancer 
and journey to wellness!  God bless you!” 

• Floyd & Judy Olson (in-laws of Wermagers):  
“Your generosity and kindness of providing for 
the sick is such a blessing.  We have been so 
grateful and blessed by God and others in these 
2 ½ years of Floyd’s cancer journey.  We thank 
you for the hands and love that prepared the 
delicious hotdish…we so enjoyed it!  Floyd just 
finished his second round of chemo and we’re 
praying the PET scan and CT provide us 
answers to prayer for a clear scan.  Thanks 
again!” 

 

 



Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Dustine Jerde, teaching assistant 
 

March was a very busy month full of 
wonderful activity in Preschool!  We started the 
month enjoying crazy Dr. Seuss activities; we 
even had a special visit from the Cat in The Hat!  
We also dealt with those tricky leprechauns who 
were up to their usual antics of causing 
problems…but they left us a pot of gold coins, so 
we weren’t too upset!   We showed off our animal 
instincts and knowledge with a zoo unit.  Then we 
worked our way “down to the farm.”  
Conferences were held for the 3-year-old class, 
and finally, we said good-bye for our week of 
Spring Break March 31-April 7.  
 

Throughout the month of March, we 
became community helpers as we brought in lots 
and lots of cans, boxes, bags of food and paper 
products for the Food Shelf.  The children sorted, 
classified, organized and counted the items as we 
set up our shelves full of goods and learned a lot 
about sharing to help others. The children were so 
proud of how much food they were able to collect 
and we thank our very generous families! 
 

The preschool prepared and served the 
Lenten meal for the church on March 8, so many 
of you got to enjoy the spaghetti dinner and 
“young chefs” who helped to serve.  A special 
thank you goes to the preschool families who 
donated the food and their time to help make the 
meal a success.  We also obtained a donation of 6 
gallons of milk from KwikTrip, as well as 150 
fresh baked goodies.  The freewill donation so 
generously given by many of you at the meal 
went directly into our preschool scholarship fund 
and Gym Nation program.  Thank you! 
    

After we return from vacation, we will be 
studying and preparing for Easter in preschool, 
Sharing the Biblical story of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection in a kid-friendly manner.  We will do 
some hoppin’ with the Easter bunny as well!  If 
the weather cooperates, we will be outside a lot in 
April studying the plants, bugs, and seasonal 
transformation of God’s world.  

 
Also, we will participate in the annual 

ECFE Family Fair at Discovery School on 
Saturday, April 29 from 10:00-1:00.  Come see 
us there and enjoy a few hours of family fun, 
including demos, activities, food and pets.  
Registration for the 2017-18 school year can be 
done that Saturday, as well as any day here at 
church. 
 

Happy Spring!  Melissa Ungaro 
 

 
The preschoolers were our “young chefs” for the 

Lenten meal. “Would you like some cheese?” 



Connection Points 
 

Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 
 
 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join in the fellowship hall monthly to spend time in fellowship 
and devotions, and to learn more about the missions supported by the UMW.   
 
     This Month:       Thursday, April 13 at 1:00 pm 
        Hostesses:   Dianne McLain & Iona Markley 
        Program: Curtis Rieck 

 
United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 

Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month:  April 15 at 7:30am 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  You may participate in ministry even if you can’t attend the sessions.  Call 
Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions. 

This month: April 24 at 1:00 
 

Thursday Gatherings Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, April 6 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able.  Call Paulette for details at:  763-276-7435.   
Currently studying the books of Jude, James, 1 Peter and 2 Peter. 
 
Weekly:  Thursdays at 6:30 pm at Paulette Moore’s home 

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins during the months of May-September at 5:30 pm for food and 
fellowship.  Primarily active seniors, but all are welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 
682-4964 if questions. 

  This month:  On hiatus until May 



    Been around the Church for over 30 years now. I’ve spent a lot of time soaking up wisdom 

from strong Christian families as well as those that are struggling. For example, when I met a 

guy at a banquet a week ago and heard him say that he had six children, and that all six of 

them (most of them grown) are devout Christians, I asked him a bunch of questions about 

faith and family life over plates of some kind of beef and cake.  It’s been a fascinating journey 

as I have tried to figure things out for my own family. I can tell you that as I have watched 

successful Christian parents  I’ve been looking for trends: Are there any  universal themes 

among the families with children who have maintained a strong faith life into adulthood? Any 

things that stand out as being bigger factors than others? 

     Let me say that I realize that raising faith-filled kids isn’t about doing this or not doing 

that. I don’t think that I could just lump together everything these other Christian parents have 

done and — SHAZAM! — all my kids would be saints. If I’ve learned one thing in my time 

as a Christian, it’s that faith is about having a relationship with God, and relationships aren’t 

about formulas and checklists. I also believe that, when children fall away from faith, in most 

cases it’s not because their parents did something “wrong,” but rather because of some 

blending of forces at work in each individual person’s makeup and  environment. 

     That said, I do think it would be helpful to those of us who still have kids at, or near home, 

to have a discussion about what the most important things are that parents can do to pave the 

road for their students to have a deep, lasting relationship with God. Again, there are no magic 

formulas, and whether each child chooses to follow the road that’s been paved for them is up 

to them and God alone.  

     In my little informal watching, I have noticed four factors that almost every single  family 

had in common: 

1. The parents prayed for their children to have faith 

2. The kids saw the parents rely on God in real, concrete ways (e.g. if the father didn’t get 

a big promotion at work he’d  pray about what God wanted him to do next, express trust that 

God would bring good out of the situation, etc.) 

3. They made being at the church important. Yes, as important as sports and other activi-

ties. I acknowledge that there are a lot of things for kids to be involved in, most of them     

really, really good. These people simply made sure that the church was one of those things.  

4. The parents and students prayed together at least occasionally. The families I’ve 

watched over time were diverse in terms of the parents’ outward holiness, faithfulness to 

church attendance, type of schools the kids went to, etc. — yet all of them had those three 

factors in common. (And I should note that I’m using the plural “parents” as shorthand: of 

course there have been plenty of single-parent families and families where only one parent 

was a believer).  

God bless our journey, our actions, our thoughts, prayers and kids... 

 
SIGN-UP FOR THE  

WHEN: July 22-27 
WHERE: St. Louis, MO  

Cost: $305 
 

Any student in grades 9-12 
is welcome to attend! 

 

BUMY is          
currently seeking 
adults to join us 
as trip chaperones! 

Talk to Curtis and he 
will provide you with 

information and       
brochures 

 

Where Everybody Knows 
Your Name!” 

CURTIS R. RIECK   

Curtis@buffaloumc.com 
(They guy who should know stuff) 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional Celebration Service 10:30 

April 2  Natalie Roeser 

April 9  Suzy Smith 

April 16  Barbara Sargent 

April 30  No Late Service 

Coffee Server Schedule 
April 2  UEC – Peter & Julie Bedker 

April 16  Senior High Youth 

April 23  Craig & Maggie Lilja 

April 30  Tim & Kathy Maiden 

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am 

April 2 
April 9 
April 16 
April 23 
April 30 
  

10:30 am 
April 2 
April 9 
April 16 
April 23 
April 30 

  
Tim Schwietering & Esther Kiphuth 
Rachel Dorado & Sheryl Lehman 
Larry & Darla Frink 
Pam & Dean Croft 
Jeff & Kris Wurtzberger 

 
Ivan Erickson, Lester Hamann 
Confirmation Student Needed 
Linda Bostic    
Troy & Kathy Maiden 
No Late Service 

April 9  Roger & Sandy Aaron, Amber Monson 

April 23 Jen Bowe 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

May 3                    Handbell Concert at Annandale 
Care Center 

May 6 Saturday Awakenings 

May 9-10 MCCI Town Hall Meetings 

May 14 Mother’s Day 

May 20                 New Member Class  

May 21                 MCCI Town Hall Meeting 

May 21                 Last Day of Sunday School 

May 21                 Bike Blessing 

May 21                 UMW Bake Sale 

May 24                 Confirmation & Senior High Youth 
Picnic at Beebe Lake 

May 28                 Memorial Sunday 

April Schedules 

Resources 
Current issues of the Upper 
Room, Alive Now, Pockets (for 
children), and DevoZine are 
available in the entryway for a 
nominal donation. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office or use the cards 
available in the attendance pads 
to make prayer requests.  Turn 
them in to the pastor before ser-
vices on Sunday morning for in-
clusion in announcements. 
 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church office at 
763-682-3538 with prayer con-
cerns or to be part of the prayer 
circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Sign up 
on the flower chart posted by the 
office, and indicate if you will 
bring your own, or place your 
check for $39 in the offering 
marked “flowers” and we will 
order. 

 
 

Please let the church office 
know: 
 If your telephone number, e-

mail address or mailing ad-
dress change. 

 When a member of your 
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy Com-
munion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.  

Information 



April 2017 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday      Saturday 
 

Sunday Schedule  
8:15 am Joyful Praise Worship  
9:20-10:20 am Fellowship & Education  
10:30 am Traditional Worship  

1 
7:30 am Worship Design 

Team A 
8:30 am – 4:00 Private 

Rental 
9:00 am AA 
 

2 
Holy Communion 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
11:30 Prayer Initiative 

Meeting 
7:30 pm AA (FH) 
 

3 
No Preschool 
9:00am Commodities 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 Financial Peace 

University 
7:30 pm AA 
 

4 
No Preschool 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 Weight Watchers 
7:00 pm Property Team 

Meeting 
 
 

5 
No Preschool 
6:00 pm Lenten Supper – 

UMM Egg Bake 
6:35 pm Lenten 

Experience 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise  

 

6 
No Preschool 
1:00 pm Thursday’s 

Gatherings 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Bible Study at 

Paulette’s 
  

7 
No Preschool 
 
 

8 
7:30 Worship Design 

Team B 
9:00 am AA 
 
 

9 
Palm Sunday - Children 

sing and parade 
7:00 pm Holy Thursday 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA 
 

10 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 BeFrienders 
6:30 Financial Peace 

University 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

11 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 Weight Watchers 
7:00 pm Leadership 

Meeting 
 
 

12 
 

13 
1:00 pm UMW 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
7:30 pm Holy 

Thursday worship 
 

14 
Noon – Community 

Good Friday 
Service at 
Covenant Church 

 
 
 
 

15 
7:30 am – UM Men’s 

Fellowship 
9:00 am AA 
4:00 pm Joyful Praise 

Rehearsal 
 

16 
Easter – He is Risen! 
9:20 am Family Easter 

Event  - No SS 
9:20 am Resurrection 

Rolls served 
7:30 pm AA 
 

17 
10:00 am AA 
12:30 pm MS Support 

Group 
6:30 Financial Peace 

University 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

18 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 Weight Watchers 
 
 

 

19 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Faith Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise  
 

20  
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Bible Study at 

Paulette’s 
 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

21 
 
 

22 
9:00 am AA 
UMW Big Waters Spring 

Gathering 

23 
9:20 am Cross Training 
7:30 pm AA 

24 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer 

Shawls at Arlene’s 
6:30 Financial Peace 

University 
7:30 pm AA 

25 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 Weight Watchers 
7:00 pm Finance Team 
 
 

26 
6:00 pm  Sr. High & 

Confirmation 
combined 

6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 

27 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 
      Group 
6:30 pm Bible Study at 

Paulette’s 
 
 
 

28 
MCCI interviews 

during day 
MCCI Focus Groups 

in evening 
 

 

29 
8:00 am Wesley Meal 
8:00 am UMM Serves 

Breakfast 
9:00 – 3:00 MCCI All 

Church 
Breakthrough Event 

9:00 am  AA 
 
 

30 
MCCI All Church 

Worship at 8:15 am 
2nd-6th graders sing 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
12:00-4:00 Baby 

Animal Fair 
7:30 pm AA 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

     Don’t Miss… 

 
 

Breakthrough 
Weekend 

April 28 - 30 
 

Friday - scheduled interviews & focus groups 
Saturday – all church training 9:00 – 3:00  

Sunday – all church worship at 8:15 
 

 
 

. 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 
Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 
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Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone   Fax 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 
 

   Find us on Facebook 
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