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Worship Events 
 

Sunday, April 1 
Easter Sunday 
Can I Face Life? 
John 20:1-10;  
John 20:11-18 

Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, April 8 
Curtis R. Rieck Preaching 

Risking Everything 
Mark 2 

 
Sunday, April 15 
Jesus, The Great I Am: 

The Gate 
John 10:1-10 

Ministry of the Month: 
Worship Ministries 

 
Sunday, April 22 
Jesus, The Great I Am: 

The Good Shepherd 
John 10:11 

 
Sunday, April 29 
Jesus, The Great I Am: 
The Light of the World 

John 8:12, 9:5 
New Members Received 

 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Joyful Praise Worship 
8:15 am 

 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:20-10:20 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
10:30 am  

 

 

Learning Jesus 
In his book, Surprise the World, Michael Frost calls us back to 

the ancient practice and habit of “Learning Christ.” The phrase 
ultimately comes from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the early Christian 
church in Ephesus, where he writes,  

But that’s no life for you. You learned Christ! My assumption is 
that you have paid careful attention to him, been well instructed in the 
truth precisely as we have it in Jesus. Since, then, we do not have the 
excuse of ignorance, everything—and I do mean everything—connected 
with that old way of life has to go. It’s rotten through and through. Get 
rid of it! And then take on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned 
life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into your conduct 
as God accurately reproduces his character in you. (Ephesians 4:20-24, 
The Message) 

On Easter Sunday we celebrate that the tomb is empty! 
Hallelujah to that, but now what? Are we going to keep going back to 
the tomb, surprised anew that it’s empty? Or will we let the truth of 
the resurrection move us forward to become people who are 
continually “learning Christ,” letting the attitudes and actions of Jesus 
become more and more familiar to us and central to who we are 
becoming? 

On Sunday, April 15 we’ll begin a new worship series that 
shines a spotlight on Jesus. Together, we’ll learn Christ as we explore 
the famous “I Am” statements of Jesus recorded in the Gospel of John 
(the Bread of Life, the Light of the World, etc). But just like our 
experience at the empty tomb, we won’t allow ourselves to stand still 
forever, transfixed by the glory of Jesus. Instead, we’ll discover that 
for each “I Am” revelation of Jesus, there are revelations to us about 
who we are called to become as followers of Jesus. As we learn Christ 
together, we’ll learn our own destinies as followers of Christ. 

Even the most casual Christian has heard that followers of 
Jesus are called to do and say the things that Jesus did or would do. 
How can we possibly do that if we haven’t become so familiar with the 
life and teachings of Jesus that we know them inside out and 
backwards? We need so much more of Jesus than just what Michael 
Frost calls “Jesus’ greatest hits.” Let’s learn Jesus together, and then 
together let’s surprise the world with His love!   

Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 



Buffalo United Methodist Church  
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

 
 

Grow in Love of God and Neighbor  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul & mind and 
love your neighbors as yourself    Matthew 22:37-40   
 

Introduce People to Jesus 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all people… ` 

  Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Heal a Broken World  
The spirit of the Lord is upon us to bring good news to the poor 

Luke 4:16-21 
 

 

 

2018 Leadership Team 
 

Pam Sieberg   763-682-4734 Member at Large/Lay Leader 
Jim Norrix   763-263-5499 Member at Large 
Larry Frink   218-398-1066 Member at Large 
Paulette Moore  763-276-7435 Lay Leader 
Dexter Lehman  763-229-0335 Treasurer 
Tyson Kaldenberg  763-238-5023 Finance Team Chair 
Dave Sieberg   763-682-4734 Property Team Chair 
Al Sheldon   507-820-0542 Staff Parish Relations Chair 
Kris Wurtzberger  763-438-0047 Recorder 
Laurie Schroeder  763-682-3538 Lay Associate Minister 
Bill Reinhart   763-682-3538 ex officio 

 

Staff 
 

Pastor Rev. Bill Reinhart       PastorBill@buffaloumc.com 
Lay Associate Minister Laurie Schroeder       Laurie@buffaloumc.com 
Family Ministries: 
   Youth Coordinator Curtis R. Rieck       Curtis@buffaloumc.com 
   Children’s Coordinator Debra Bishop       Debbie@buffaloumc.com     
Nursery Attendant Kaitlin Maass 9:15-10-:30 
 Amy Fouquette 10:30 
Administrative Asst. Michelle Jones       Office@buffaloumc.com  
Bookkeeper  Patty Steer       Patty@buffaloumc.com 
Preschool Director Melissa Ungaro                  Melissa@buffaloumc.com 
Preschool Teacher Christine Hartke 
Preschool Assistant Jenny Hanson 
Chancel Chime Director Jill Starr 
Custodians Bob & Ryan Highberg       Bob@buffaloumc.com 
 
 
 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication for members and constituents of 
Buffalo United Methodist Church.  Buffalo UMC is part of the  

Minnesota Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. 



 Spiritual Growth 
Easter Sunday, April 1 

Come celebrate the 
resurrection on Sunday, April 1!  
Easter worship is at our regular 
times of 8:15 and 10:30, each 
including a children’s message. 

Between services a special children’s 
Easter event takes place in the back of the 
fellowship hall from 9:30-10:00 with fun 
activities and the Easter story will be told.  

“Resurrection Rolls” will be served from 
9:15-10:30 by our senior high youth mission 
team, and your generous donations will support 
their summer mission events - We Can Be the 
Change (local service) and Elk River STORM 
Camp (Service to Others in Relational Ministry).  

Participate in Community Book Read 
The Gifts of Imperfection by 
Brené Brown   

The Community Book 
Read is sponsored by the 
Bounce Back Project.  
Buffalo is the first to offer a 
community book read on 
renown author Brené Brown's 
book, The Gifts of 
Imperfection.  This book 
encourages readers to "let go 
of who you think you are supposed to be and 
embrace who you are."  This guide walks readers 
through the 12 guideposts that help one be more 
resilient and live a happier, fuller life all while 
interjecting humor and personal stories that will 
bring a smile to your face.   

Kris Dirks will offer two sessions of the 
community book read here at church.  One during 
the Sunday School hour from 9:20-10:20 Sunday 
April 8, 15, 22, 29, the other on Thursday nights 
starting after Easter on April 5, 12, 29, 26.  Time 
will be either 6:30 or 7:00 depending on the group’s 
preference.  BONUS: The people who attend a 
discussion class receive a free copy of the book!  
Plus, your attendance also qualifies you for free 
registration to Dr. Brené Brown’s online course, 
The Gifts of Imperfect Parenting. ($50 value) 

Sign up at church ASAP to participate! 

Keep Surprising the World! 
 Whether you participated in our Lenten 
“Surprise the World” study or not, we challenge all 
to find ways to continue to share God’s love in 
unexpected ways.  Bless others, Eat with others, 
Listen for God, Learn about God and be Sent by 
God.  These new habits also fit incredibly well with 
our MCCI goals and vision. 

Let’s share some of our stories!! We’d like 
to have a monthly “Surprise the World Story” in the 
newsletter.  Email Laurie (laurie@buffaloumc.com) 
with a brief experience we can share.  Let’s do it! 

A Gathering of Music & Praise 
Ephesians 5:18-20 says “…be filled with 

the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make 
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving 
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Experience a worshipful concert 
celebrating the magnificence of God and the power 
of the cross, led by Buffalo UMC musicians on 
Saturday, April 14 at 7:00 pm & Sunday, 
April 15 at 3:00 pm.  These concerts will be a 
beautiful reminder of the impact music has in 
worship.  Enjoy a wide variety of music with the 
Chancel Chimes, John Hagen, Marienne Kreitlow, 
Gerry Starr, Mike Knutson, Four or More Men, 
and Jesus Rocks, and join your voices with the 
Joyful Praise Team in glorifying God. 

The purpose is twofold – to invite the 
community and church family together for a time 
of praise, and to raise funds for a sound system 
upgrade.  Please invite friends and family to this 
wonderful event.  Refreshments and fellowship 
will follow the concerts. 

 

 

mailto:laurie@buffaloumc.com
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/5-19.html


Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
April 1 Easter Sunday!  Holy Communion 
April 8 Curtis Rieck preaching  
April 15 Celebrating Worship - Ministry of 

the Month 

Easter Offering Designation 
This year our Easter offering will be used  

to pay half of camping fees for those attending 
United Methodist Camps (including first-time 
adult attenders), with the remainder to be used 
to underwrite summer youth mission activities - 
We Can Be the Change and STORM Camp 
(Service to Others in Relational Ministry).  Extra 
Easter envelopes will be available at church.  

 

Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
February 25 110 65 175 
March 4  112 51 163 
March 11  112 67 179 
March 18   127      66 193 
 

 

Ministry & Missions  
Membership Class April 14 
 Come and learn more about our 
congregation’s traditions and beliefs, and some 
history and values of The United Methodist 
Church on Saturday, April 14 at 9 am in 
preparation for membership or simply for your 
education and information.  This will be a fun 
morning of conversation and fellowship, so all 
are welcome!   

Following the class, those who choose to 
move forward with membership will be received 
as members during worship on Sunday, 
April 29.  For more information, contact Laurie 
Schroeder or Pastor Bill.  Pre-registration is 
appreciated. 

New Caring Ministry – Life Happens! 
Life Happens is a new monthly ministry 

where we bring in guest speakers to share first-
hand experiences on topics we all too often 
avoid, helping us know what to do and what to 
say to let people know we care.  You are invited 
to join us on the 2nd Monday of each month 
from 7:15-8:15 pm.  We’ll meet in the 
fellowship hall for a time of listening, learning, 
caring, and dessert.  Come occasionally or every 
month, and bring a friend if you wish.   

 
April Life Happens:   

Needing an Organ Transplant 
Monday, April 9, 2018 

7:15-8:15 p.m. 
 

The May 14 topic is “A Stage IV Diagnosis.”  If you 
have any questions, topic ideas, or want to help 
with this ministry, contact Bonnie Kelly or Dave 
and Tammy Jacobs. 

Help with “Party in Park” on May 19! 
This playground dedication and party is a 

fantastic opportunity for outreach in our 
community.  Even the mayor will be here for the 
ribbon cutting!  Many of you will be asked to 
help, or you can volunteer right up front!  We 
will have specific areas to assign as we get closer, 
but right now we are looking for folks who have  
• a canopy to borrow for the day 
• activity ideas that would enhance our party, 

like petting zoo animals, clowns, magicians or 
unique crafts  

• a connection with the police or fire 
department to see if they would be here 

• daycare connections where we can send 
home flyers   

• connections with companies that may donate 
hot dogs, buns, chips, apples, cookies, water 

• a connection to create a large vinyl sign for 
outdoor advertising 

Please contact Gloria Farwick, Kris Dirks or 
Debbie Bishop with ideas and willingness to 
help.  And get ready to party hearty!  

Party in the Park & Playground Dedication 
Saturday, May 19 from 11:00 – 2:00 

Methodist City Park Playground/Park 



Men’s “Fix It” Crew Can Help! 
Have you been ‘at a loss’ trying to fix 

something, install something or move something 
heavy in your home?  Our Men’s Fellowship 
reminds you that we have several men who are 
available at no cost to assist you if you are unable 
to do the work yourself.  Call Craig at 763-682-
1994 if you could use some help. 

Frozen Meals Available 
 Thanks to the wonderful Meals Ministry 
team there are several different meals to share!  
There is turkey soup and pea soup in the 
storeroom freezer for you to take to someone 
needing a meal or two.  Ask for help if you can’t 
find them, but PLEASE know they are there to be 
given out!!  Who can you think of that would 
enjoy the blessing of a surprise meal? 

Blankets for Beds  
Spring is just 

around the corner and 
it’s a great time to clean 
out your closets and 
donate gently used blankets, bedding and towels 
for local distribution.  New items are also 
welcome.  If you need items picked up at your 
home, call Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260. 

Servant Opportunities 
 There are many upcoming opportunities to 
help with ministries or administration here at 
church.  If you are willing, please contact Laurie to 
connect you with the appropriate ministry leaders. 
• Help with hospitality at our April 14 or 15 

concerts. 
• Sign up to be part of our lawn mowing crew 

just once or more this season 
• Serve on the property team for 2018 (or 

longer); there are two open spots 
• Serve as an “Ask Me” greeter on Sunday 

mornings 

Coffee Hour Offerings 
Please continue to support our church 

budget and Guatemalan coffee farmers and their 
families as you’re able, by finding the coffee hour 
fellowship basket on the side counter each 
Sunday.  Thank you! 

Love INC Volunteer Opportunities 
There is an urgent need for volunteers to: 

• Take clients to medical appointments, the 
food shelf, grocery shopping, or for 
prescriptions  

• Work as a part-time cashier in the Maple 
Lake Thrift store  

• Work on social media (Facebook and 
website) periodically – can work from home. 

• Provide a pick-up truck occasionally to help 
move furniture; can offer labor, too, if able. 

If any of these opportunities work for you, call 
the Love INC office at 763-682-2550. 

UM Women’s Fellowship 
 The UM Women meet Thursday, 
April 12 at 1:00 pm with a theme of New Ways 
to Gardening.  All women of BUMC are welcome!   

District UMW Spring Gathering 
 The Big Waters District Spring Gathering 
will be held Saturday, April 21 at Park UMC in 
Brainerd.  Please mark your calendar and plan to 
attend!  Talk to Paulette Moore about going. 

UMW Rummage Sale August 16-18 
 Mark your calendar for another rummage 
sale sponsored by United Methodist Women, on 
August 16-18.  Start now by going through your 
closets and storage units and save them for this 
sale - books, toys, children's clothing, small 
household items, crafts, needlework, holiday 
items, games, collectibles, miscellaneous items, 
etc.  All proceeds will go toward UMW Missions. 

Palliative Care Session Offered 
Nationally renowned palliative care 

expert Dr. Ira Byock will lead a session on “What 
Mortality Can Teach Us About Living” on April 9, 
6-8:30 p.m. at Doubletree Hotel, Bloomington.  
Byock will share stories and lessons he has 
collected from his 30 years of caring for patients 
in hospice and palliative care.  All welcome. 
 

 



Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Sunday School Update 
Jesus is Alive! Hallelujah!  

In teaching children about the 
death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus, we focused on the most 
important piece, the Bible.  As 
stated by Focus on the Family, 
"Children need to know that dying was Jesus 
Christ's reason for living on earth." 
 

The Jelly Bean Prayer for Easter  
Red is for the blood He gave.  
Green is for the grass He made.  
Yellow is for the sun so bright.  
Orange is for the edge of night.  
Black is for the sins we made.  
White is for the grace He gave.  
Purple is for His hour of sorrow.  
Pink is for a new tomorrow.  
 
A handful of jelly beans,  
Colorful and sweet,  
Is a prayer, a promise,  
A loved one's treat! 

 
Spring is here and although Easter is over, 

the Easter message does not end with the 
resurrection!  It continues on as we, His 
followers, live with the hope found in the 
message and life of Jesus.  May we do so the day 
after Easter and every day going forward!   
 
April Sunday School Themes 
April 1 Easter Sunday – NO Sunday School  
April 8  Ascension and Pentecost 
April 15 Outreach with Prayer Partners  
April 22 Paul’s Missionary Journey  
April 29 Jacob’s Ladder 

Children’s Easter Event April 1 
We encourage kids (and their parents) to 

participate in a special Children’s Easter Event 
on Easter Morning, April 1 from 9:30-10:00 in 
the back of the fellowship hall.  Kids will enjoy 
Resurrection Rolls, hear the Easter story and 
create a “stained glass” cross.  This will be a 

family friendly way to spend Easter together and 
celebrate the love of God.  Families may also take 
pictures in the Easter garden.  Come and join the 
fun!  

Community Meal Packing April 29 
 Our church is invited to join other 
churches in Buffalo to pack 10,000 meals for 
global distribution on Sunday, April 29 at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Buffalo.  Sign your family 
up online at:  www.bit.ly/ServeBuffalo  
 There are several shifts, but we 
encourage you to sign up for the 1:30 shift, if 
you’d like to be there with others from BUMC.   

 

Sunday School Calendar 
April 1 Easter!!  No regular Sunday School, but 

children’s event from 9:30-10:00 
April 15 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal after SS 
April 15 Outreach Sunday with Prayer 

Partners  
April 29 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal after SS 
April 29 Community meal packing opportunity at 

Zion Lutheran in Buffalo 
May 6 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal after SS 
May 13 Jesus Rocks Sings at BOTH services 
May 19 Party in the Park playground dedication 
May 20 ALL children sing for Celebration 

Sunday 

Summer Camp Funds Available! 
The Easter offering will 

again be used to pay for half of 
camping fees so our children 
and youth can experience a UM 
camp without financial strain, as 
fees can seem overwhelming.  All children and 
youth attending Methodist camps will have half 
of the registration cost covered by BUMC.  This is 
also a great way for us to support our UM 
camping programs at the same time!   

Pick up a camping brochure at church or 
go online to https://minnesotaumc.org/get-
involved/camping-retreats/ to register for the 
camp of your choice. Then complete our BUMC 
camping form and return it to church so we can 
pay the other half.  First-time adult campers at 
UM camps also qualify.  Contact Debbie Bishop 
with questions.   

http://www.bit.ly/ServeBuffalo


Party in the Park on May 19 
Are you ready for a par-tay???  Our Guest 

Connections Team is spearheading a “Party in 
the Park” to celebrate Spring, connect with 
families of all ages, and to dedicate our new 
Playground!  Mark your calendars now!! 

Party in the 
Park 

Saturday, May 19 
11:00 – 2:00 

Methodist City 
Park Playground 

 
There will be lots of activities at this free event, 
so we hope you’ll invite your friends and 
neighbors!  The park area will be filled with 
activity booths where families can enjoy fun 
together:   Dojo Karate will give demos (12:00) 
and provide a Bounce House, Gym-Nation will 
have gymnastics equipment for youngsters to 
try, there will be bean bag toss, duck pond, fish 
pond, face painting, playdough station, balloon 
animals, cake walk, music, BUMPreschool tours, 
and much more.   And of course there will be 
lunch, popcorn and slushies---all at no cost!! 

At 11:30 we will officially dedicate our 
new playground with Mayor Lachermeier doing 
the ribbon cutting, accompanied by 
representatives from our donors: Rotary, Allina 
Health, Lions, Thrivent, UMM, BUMC, 
BUMPreschool and the City of Buffalo.  We hope 
to be planting a tree with all children being able 
to help, and free small trees will be given to all! 

    

Confirmation 

Confirmation Schedule 
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 pm unless indicated 
March 31 Wesley Meal Service Project 
April 4 No Class – Spring Break 
April 11 Faith Night – God’s People, the 

Church 
April 18 Focus Night – Life of Jesus, Great 

Commission 
April 25 Focus Night – The World is My Parish 

 

Ministry Team Reports 

 

Save the Date: MCCI Training 
The Reverend Sue Kibbey (the MCCI coach 

who was here for our MCCI weekend last year) will 
return to the Twin Cities on May 5 (9am to Noon) 
to hold a regional training event at our church! The 
event is Recruiting, Building and Deploying Unpaid 
Teams.  This is one of the prescribed MCCI 
trainings for our church and is for anyone interested 
in learning how to build more effective, joyful, and 
mission-minded ministry teams.  Multiple UMC 
churches in the Twin Cities will be invited to send 
MCCI teams, so you can anticipate the added joy of 
sharing conversation and learning with other United 
Methodists. 

MCCI Team Progress 
Be on the lookout for progress updates from 

our MCCI Teams on the bulletin board in the 
church lobby. Each new ministry team has been 
encouraged to post pictures and progress reports so 
you can be more aware of what they’ve been up to. 
(It’s also not too late for you to get involved in one 
of the teams.)  The Sunday Morning Schedule Team 
was commissioned in worship on March 18 and is 
already meeting to discuss the many interrelated 
factors involved in our Sunday morning schedule.   
God continues to break through in new ways, here 
and in the communities and world we are in 
ministry with!  

 
 

“All worldly joys are less than that one 

joy of doing kindnesses.”  

— John Wesley 



Finance Team Report 
by Jim Tool 

At the end of February our church was 
two months into the first quarter of the 2018 
budget year.  The income from church collections 
was lagging behind expenditures by about 
$6,000. 

BUMC does carry a positive General Fund 
Reserve of $30,103, which means that we have 
had more recent years where we have finished in 
the black than in red.  We are proud of the many 
strong outreach efforts in which our church 
engages and we are hopeful for a matching 
income. 

Sanctuary Sound System Upgrade 
The leadership team has approved a 

fundraising effort “Let Praises Resound” to 
upgrade our aging sound system this month.  
(See what we did there…Re-Sound??)   

Some equipment has begun to fail, so we 
will replace those necessary components and 
will switch from an analog system to a digital 
one in the process.  Our sound system is a vital 
ministry tool, so we hope that all might be 
willing to support this effort in spirit or with a 
donation, be it small or large.  Flyers with 
donation information are available.   

The leadership team has set aside 
$10,000 from the Willis Mellin estate 
benevolence to use as matching funds toward 
this project’s goal of around $20,000, so please 
help us meet that match if you’re able.   

Our primary fund raising event will bless 
you as a worshipful “Gathering of Music and 
Praise” concert.  See the article on the concert 
and the enclosed flyer for details!   

Carpet 4K Challenge Update 
Thank you for your generous giving to the 

carpet 4k challenge! Giving to the challenge 
($2,400) was matched by the Willis Mellin Estate 
and added to prior giving, giving us a total of 
$7,000 raised, which is enough for us to replace 
the carpet in the front and back fellowship hall, 
including improving the safety of the thresholds 
where the carpet meets the tile.  

Lawn Crew Needed 
 Spring is just around 
the corner, right?  Soon the 
grass will be growing!  The 
Property Team is gearing up 
for lawn mowing and we 
have saved a lot of money 
annually by using volunteers 
to mow May through October.   

We schedule two households per week to 
mow, and we really need a few more folks to share 
their time!  With two people on the riding mowers 
and one person using the push mower and weed 
whacker it takes about two and a half hours to mow 
the church property.  (The church has mowers on 
site that you can use.)  We have lost some of our 
mowing team this year, so would you consider 
volunteering once or twice this year?  Contact 
Michelle at the church office for more information 
or to volunteer. 

New Church Database Transition 
 Our transition to the new database is well 
in place, but we are still working on cleaning 
things up and creating mail groupings.  So if you 
are suddenly getting things you don’t expect to, 
or missing emails you’re used to getting, PLEASE 
let us know!  
 Exciting news!  At some point you will be 
able to access the database directory online, so 
you can look up addresses and even post a 
picture of yourself so people will know who you 
are.  Watch for the announcement!  

Bishop Calls Us to “Reach!” 
The Bishop has invited us to join him at a 

special event called “Reach!  New People, New 
Places, New Passion,” to be held in Sioux Falls 
October 5-6. This will be a unique chance to 
learn from some of the leading women and men 
in innovative ways to recapture our passion for 
the mission of reaching people with the love of 
Jesus.  

The timing of this event couldn’t be 
better, as we continue to reinvigorate our 
outreach to new people and pray for God to 
continue to break through in new ways. The MN 
Annual Conference is considering arranging 
transportation via coach buses. More details to 
follow. Interested?  Speak with Pastor Bill. 



Our Church Family 

Address Correction 
 We published an incorrect address for some 
of our new members, coming from Hanover UMC. 
Here is the correct one: 

Noel & Marilyn Decambaliza 
7483 W Mystic Sky Lane 
Tuscon, AZ 85743  

Prayer Matters… 
• Mary Jane Miller’s father, Ralph Schlenker, 

passed away on March 16.  Please pray for 
Mary Jane, Mike, Rachel and Mark, along with 
their extended family.  

• Martha Grimme is growing weaker, so 
continue to pray for her and Norm. 

• Kathy Maiden’s final chemo treatment was 
March 21, so pray for her body to recover 
well and for her spirit to be sustained.  

• Bill Augustin is doing extensive therapy and 
continues to make small progresses.  Please 
pray for Mary, and the whole family as they 
walk beside him.  

• Continue to pray for Tammy Jacobs as she 
deals with lymphedema and begins hormone 
therapy.  Pray that her lymph system “wakes 
up” so the fluid begins draining on its own.  

• Jeanne Vokaty is suffering from severe sciatic 
dysfunction on both sides and is miserable 
with pain.  She’s trying chiropractic care, so 
please pray for successful pain relief. 

• Pat Bowe is back at Good Samaritan Care 
Center in Waconia, following placement of a 
biliary tube due to a duct obstruction. 

• Kay Hagen’s father, Chris, is recovering from 
removal of tumors in his bladder.  Please 
pray for him and Kay’s mom and family.  

• Rita Varner-Otness asks for prayers for her 
cousin, Myrna Jude (also mother of David 
Jude) as she goes through chemo treatments, 
and also her niece, Dana Jude Dogen (David’s 
sister) who had neck surgery on Monday.  

• Prayers for Pearl Heacock’s family, including 
her son Ron, and daughter Sandy Heacock and 
her children and grandchildren -Stacy Eull and 
children, and Darcy Ellis and children.  Pearl’s 
funeral was here on March 7. 

• Joe Kalway was admitted to a Rehab Center 
in Texas.  He is finally free of pneumonia and 
infections, but needs to gain back strength in 
order to continue chemo treatments.  Prayers 
are welcome for his comfort.  

• Sally Froemming is home now, and will be 
going back in a couple of weeks for more 
therapy at the Annandale Care Center.  

• Nancy Campbell appreciates the prayers for 
Doc and her.  If you wish to reach out, her 
address is:  18831 North Summer Breeze 
Way, Surprise, AZ  85374. 

• Carole Wakeling is slowly recovering from 
back surgery, which may take 6-8 months. 
Her husband, Dick, was hospitalized to 
regulate his blood pressure medication, after 
passing out.   

• Please pray for Dana Sampson’s arm fracture 
to heal well. 

• Robin Barfknecht had successful surgery and 
received good follow-up test results in March. 

• Please pray for Bob & Kathie Denison as she 
transitions to a memory care center. 

• Ruth Fischer asks that we continue to pray 
for her nephew, Allan, whose cancer is 
spreading. 

• Pam & George Christ ask for prayers for a 
friend Matt’s son, Isaac, who was born at just 
24 weeks and weighs just 2 lb. They also ask 
for prayers for their brother-in-law, Ralph, 
with major health issues. 

Prayers of Celebration: 

• Young Emma Mutterer had scans done on 
Tuesday, and they say she is cancer-free!  No 
sign of ovarian cancer anywhere, praise 
God!   The family thanks you for your prayers 
– they are deeply appreciative! 

• Prayers of thanksgiving for all that is 
happening through our MCCI Ministry Teams, 
and that the enthusiasm will help us to 
engage with new people and re-engage our 
own people to make disciples for Christ! 

Thank You from: 
• Robin Barfknecht:  “Thank you very much for 

your good thoughts, prayers and support.  My 
outlook in the future is very good!  Thanks 
again.” 
  



 

Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Jenny Hanson, teaching assistant 
 

March was a very busy month full of 
wonderful activity in Preschool!  We started the 
month enjoying crazy Dr. Seuss activities!  We 
also dealt with those tricky leprechauns who 
were up to their usual antics of causing 
problems…but they left us a pot of gold coins, so 
we weren’t too upset!   We showed off our 
animal instincts and knowledge with a zoo unit. 
Finally we ended the month studying and 
preparing for Easter in preschool, sharing the 
Biblical story of Jesus’ death and resurrection in 
a kid-friendly manner.  We will do some hoppin’ 
with the Easter bunny and as well!   Conferences 
were held for the 3-year-old class, and finally, we 
said good-bye for our week of Spring Break, 
March 30-April 6.  

Throughout the month of March, we 
became community helpers as we brought in lots 
and lots of cans, boxes, bags of food and paper 
products for the food shelf.  The children sorted, 
classified, organized and counted the items as we 
set up our shelves full of goods and learned a lot 
about sharing to help others. The children were 
so proud of how much food they were able to 
collect and we thank our very generous families! 

If the weather cooperates, we will be 
outside a lot in April studying the plants, bugs, 
and seasonal transformation of God’s world.  

 

Registration for the 2018-19 school year 
is currently open to all the community, so if you 
know someone who is need of a preschool let 
them know about us! 

Happy Spring!  Melissa Ungaro, director 
 

 
 
How You Can Support BUMPreschool 
Volunteer:  We LOVE to have church members 

come in!  Maybe you have a special interest 
or something you can share with our 
students.  Like in the spring when we talk 
about farming!  Or perhaps you have an 
animal to share with us during one of our 
animal theme units.  Let us know!  We would 
love to have you come in and share with us. 

Donations:  paper plates, spoons; financial 
donations to the tuition scholarship fund or 
to the new Program Enhancement Fund, used 
to help cover costs of field trips and 
educational programs, including our physical 
education program with Gym Nation. 

 



Connection Points 
Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 

 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join in the fellowship hall monthly to spend time in fellowship and 
devotions, and to learn more about the missions supported by the UMW.  
 This Month:   Thursday, April 12 at 1:00 pm 
 Program:   New Ways to Gardening, Devotion: Arlene Nelson 

   Hostesses:     Erva Hance & Susan Sorsoleil 
 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 
Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month: Saturday, April 21 at 7:30 am 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  Call Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.   

This month: Monday, April 23 at 1:00 pm 
 

Thursday Gatherings Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, April 5 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able.  Call Paulette for details at:  763-276-7435.   
Currently studying 2 Peter, then will start Revelation. 
       Weekly:  Thursdays at 6:30 pm   

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins May-September at 5:30 pm for food and fellowship.  
Primarily active seniors, but all welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 682-4964.  

  This month:  On Hiatus until May 
 

Praise & Coffee Every 1st Monday of the month 
Gather at Perkins for coffee, fellowship and a spirit of praise!  All 
welcome – men, women, young or old!  Call Sheryl Lehman at 
763-229-0340.  
 This month: April 2 at 6:00 pm 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday, May 2 
This confirmation and Youth Group evening will be very special. 

Students in grades 7-12 will gather together to celebrate our 
high school seniors. It will be fun. It will be serious. It will be a 
great opportunity to say “thank you” to our graduating seniors 
and to pray for them as they begin a new chapter of their lives. 
Parents of Seniors: We want to put together a slide show for 
use at this event, as well as in the service that we will have in 
June. We need 6-8 pictures of your student as a child as soon 
as possible! These should be picked by the parent and just 

go for the cute ones, at any age!  Place them in a marked  
envelope and drop them off at church or email them to  

Curtis@buffaloumc.com! 
 

Truckload of Life  
Food Packing Project 

Sun, April 29, 1:30-3:30 
Youth will meet at Buffalo UMC and then 
we will travel together to this community 

event at Zion Lutheran Church!  All ages are welcome, children 
to adults! There is no cost, though donations are welcome.         

Youth should sign up on the Youth Room door, others can sign 
up on their own online for this time slot or others. (See article 
elsewhere in newsletter.)  Drivers needed! Sign up to help! 

“Where Everybody 
Knows Your Name!” 

CURTIS R. RIECK   
Curtis@buffaloumc.com 

(They guy who should know stuff) 
 

NO DOTS 
NO STARS  

UPCOMING STUFF 
 

Watch your mail and email 
for summer Wednesday 

night dates for students in 
all grades! 

ALL Church Mission 
Event 2018 

We Can Be the Change 
expanding to  three 

week-end events 
July TBA 

Aug. 16-18 along with a 
children’s event! 

Inspire an epidemic of  kindness! 



April 2018 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday        Saturday 
1 
Easter Sunday 
Holy Communion 
 
9:20 am Family Easter 

Event  - No SS 
9:20 am Resurrection 

Rolls served 
7:30 pm AA (FH) 
 
 

2 
No Preschool 
9:00 am Commodity                
Distribution 
10:00 AA 
6:00 pm Praise & 
Coffee 
7:30 pm AA 

3 
No Preschool 
10:30 am AA  
 6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers  
7:00 pm Property 

Team Meeting 
7:30 pm Preschool 

Advisory Board 
  

4 
No Preschool 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Joyful Praise  
 

5 
No Preschool 
1:00 pm Thursday 

Gathering 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Bible Study at 

Paulette’s 
 

6 
No Preschool 
 

 
 

7 
9:00 am AA 

8 
10:20 Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA 
 

9 
10:00 AA 
6:30 BeFrienders 
7:15 pm Life Happens! 
7:30 pm AA 
 

10 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers  
7:00 pm Leadership 

Team Meeting 
 
 

11 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Focus Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 

12 
1:00 pm UMW 
6:00 Concert Final 

rehearsal 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Bible Study at 

Paulette’s 
 
 

13 
 

14 
7:30 am Worship Design 

Team Meeting 
9:00 am New Member 

Class 
9:00 am AA 
7:00 pm Gathering of 

Music & Praise 
C  15 

Chancel Chimes Play 
10:20 Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
3:00 pm Gathering of 

Music & Praise 
Concert 

7:30 pm AA 
 

16 
10:00 AA 
12:30 am MS Support 

Group 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

17 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers  
7:00 pm Staff Parish 

Meeting 
   
 
 

18 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth  
6:00 PM Confirmation – 

Faith Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 

19 
  6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Bible Study at 

Paulette’s 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

20 
5:00 pm  Leave for 

Women’s Retreat 
at Lake Koronis 

 

21 
Women’s Retreat – Lake 

Koronis 
UMW Big Waters Spring 

Gathering in Brainerd 
7:30 am UMM Meeting 
9:00 am AA 

22 
Womens Retreat 
7:30 pm AA  

23 
10:00 AA 
1:00 pm Prayer Shawls 

at Arlene Nelson’s 
Home  

7:30 pm AA 

24 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers  
7:00 pm Finance Team 

Meeting 
  
 
 

25 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth  
6:00 PM Confirmation – 

Focus Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

26 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Bible Study at 

Paulette’s 
 
 

27 
 

28 
9:00 am AA 

29 
New Member Sunday 
 
10:20 Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
1:30-3:30 pm Youth 

“Truckload for Life” 
Food Packing @ Zion 

7:30 pm AA 

30 
 10:00 AA 
 7:30 pm AA 

 
Sunday Schedule 

8:15 am                     Joyful Praise Worship 
9:20-10:20 am           Fellowship & Education 
10:30 am                   Traditional Worship 

     

 
 



Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional Celebration Service 10:30 

April 1  Natalie Roeser 

April 8  Pam Croft 

April 15  Dave Gaeth 

April 29  Andrea Dorado 

Coffee Server Schedule 
April 1  Youth Group—Resurrection Rolls 

April 15  Del Smith & Marlys Fredericksen 

April 22  Troy & Laura Carter 

April 29  Tim & Kathy Maiden 

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am 

April 1 
April 8 
April 15 
April 22 
April 29 

10:30 am 
April 1 
April 8 
April 15 
April 22 
April 29 

  
Barb Odenthal & Esther Kiphuth 
Maverick & Laura Gilson 
Larry  & Darla Frink 
Pam & Dean Croft 
Jeff & Kris Wurtzberger 
 
Ivan Erickson & _____________ 
Kris & Caitlyn Seidel 
Linda Bostic  & Mary Johnson   
Ivan Erickson & Lester Hamann 
Bob Highberg & Iona Markley 

April 8  Peter & Julie Bedker 

April 22 Rebecca Warner 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

May 2 Handbells play at Annandale Care 
Center 

May 5 Recruiting, Building and Deploying 
Unpaid Teams Training  

May 9  Handbells play at Parkview 

May 13 Mother’s Day 

May 14        Life Happens! Topic:  Stage IV          
Diagnosis 

May  19           Party In The Park/Playground           
Dedication 

May 20         Park View Service  

May 20       Last Day of Sunday School 

May 20           UMW Bake Sale 

May 23      Confirmation & Senior High Youth   
Picnic at Beebe Lake 

May 27            Memorial Sunday 

 

April Schedules 

Resources 
Current issues of the Upper 
Room are available in the entry-
way for a nominal donation. 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office or use the cards 
available in the attendance pads 
to make prayer requests.  Turn 
them in to the pastor before ser-
vices on Sunday morning for in-
clusion in announcements. 

 

 
 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church office at 
763-682-3538 with prayer con-
cerns or to be part of the prayer 
circle. 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Sign up 
on the flower chart posted by the 
office, and indicate if you will 
bring your own, or place your 
check for $39 in the offering 
marked “flowers” and we will 
order. 

Please let the church office 
know: 
 If your telephone number,  
 e-mail address or mailing 

address change. 
 When a member of your 

family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy Com-
munion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.  

Information 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Mark your calendar…  

 
 

A Gathering of  
Music & Praise 

Fundraiser for the sound 
system upgrade 

 
Saturday, April 14 @ 7pm 
Sunday, April 15 @ 3pm 

 
Experience a worshipful concert 

celebrating the magnificence of God 
and the power of the cross! 

 
 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 
Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
Buffalo, MN  55313 

Permit No. 31 

Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone and Fax: 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 

   Find us on Facebook 
 
 

http://www.buffaloumc.org/
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