
	

	
	

 

8:15 am • Joyful Praise Worship   10:30 am • Celebration Worship  
Coffee Fellowship & Education • 9:20-10:20 am 

Grief is our experience of losing something or someone of 
significance to us.  Chances are that in the past year, you’ve grieved 
the loss of something or someone. Some grief is mild and brief, but 
often grief is deep and endless. As I’ve walked with families in the 
aftermath of a loved one’s death, I’ve noted that though grief is 
described as a healing process by those standing outside of it, for 
those in the midst of grief, it’s unbearably painful. The hallmark 
work in studying grief by Elisabeth Kubler-Ross and David Kessler 
describes the five “stages” of grief, even though people tend to 
switch back and forth among them, or skip entire stages altogether. 
Do you recognize any of these in your own life? 

1. Denial. This is the shell-shocked feeling of numbness when, in 
order to make it through the present day, your mind seems to shut 
down many of the normal emotional and sensory inputs, allowing 
you to cope with little fragments of your world at a time. 

2. Anger. You can’t stay numb forever, and so you allow yourself to 
experience anger- at God, other people, yourself, perhaps even 
someone you’ve lost. Trying to keep a lid on anger is a problem, and 
the best thing for you to do is find healthy ways to express it. 

3. Bargaining. This is the stage of the “what if’s” and “if only I had’s.” 
Bargaining is wrapped up in a big, sticky ball of guilt that seems 
impossible to shed. 

4. Depression. Losing someone or something that’s been an 
important part of your life is sad. Experiencing intense sadness at 
the time of a loss isn’t abnormal. Naming it and allowing yourself to 
feel sad is part of healing. 

5. Acceptance. Acceptance is not the magic resolution that many 
people think it is. It isn’t a deliverance from your loss to a place 
where the loss no longer matters. Loss changes you, often for the 
rest of your life. Acceptance is learning to live and find meaning 
and joy in your life in the new reality of your loss. 

We worship a God who understands grief; has experienced grief. 
Jesus grieved the loss of his friend, Lazarus, despite knowing 
Lazarus would later be raised from the dead. Clearly, grief isn’t a 
sign of a lack of faith. Rather, the faithful reach out to God in grief, 
sharing the reality of their pain, their anger, and yes, even their 
doubts. And we remember the promise of Psalm 30:5 “Weeping 
may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.” 
Sometimes that morning is a long time coming, but it will come. 

Blessings,  Pastor Bill 
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Sunday, April 7 
The Kingdom of God  

and Gethsemane 
Matthew 6:5-13; John 18:1 

Matthew 26:36, 39  
Holy Communion 

 
 

Palm Sunday, April 14 
The Garden of Redemption 
Genesis 3:19; John 19:41-42 

Galatians 3:13  
Palm Parade & Children Sing 

Holy Thursday, April 18 
7:30 pm 

The Last Supper and  
Garden of Gethsemane  

 
 

Sunday, April 21 
Reversing Eden,  

Restoring Paradise 
John 19:41; John 20:1, 11-16 

Rev 22:1-3a  
 

 

Sunday, April 28 
Expect the Unexpected 
Curtis Rieck preaching 

 
 
 

Worship Attendance 
                    Early    Late    Total 

Feb. 24   94 49 143 
March 3 128 51 179 
March 10 CANCELLED 
March 17 159 41 201 
March 24 131 47 178 

Mission Statement 
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

Office Hours:  (Closed Mondays) 
Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 

Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 
Phone: 763-682-3538 Fax:  763-682-3614 

E-Mail:  Office@BuffaloUMC.com 
Website:  www.BuffaloUMC.org 

   Find us on Facebook 
 

Buffalo UMC is part of the Minnesota Annual Conference  
of The United Methodist Church. 

Staff 
Pastor 
    Rev. Bill Reinhart PastorBill@buffaloumc.com 
Lay Associate Minister 
    Laurie Schroeder Laurie@buffaloumc.com 
Youth Coordinator 
    Curtis R. Rieck Curtis@buffaloumc.com 
Children’s Coordinator 
    Debra Bishop Debbie@buffaloumc.com      
Administrative Assistant 
    Michelle Jones Office@buffaloumc.com  
Bookkeeper  
    Patty Steer Patty@buffaloumc.com 
Preschool Director 
    Melissa Ungaro Melissa@buffaloumc.com 
Custodians 
    Bob & Ryan Highberg Bob@buffaloumc.com 
Chancel Chimes Director 
    Jill Starr 
Nursery Attendant  
    Angie Masteller  
 

Leadership Team Members 
Jim Norrix, Member at Large 763-263-5499 
Larry Frink, Member at Large 218-398-1066 
Kris Uter, Member at Large 952-201-5211 
Peter Bedker, Lay Leader 763-276-7435 
Dexter Lehman, Treasurer 763-229-0335 
Martyn Dibben, Finance Chair 763-684-0527 
Dave Sieberg, Property Chair 763-682-4734 
Gail Hurley, Staff Parish Chair 612-559-9659 
Lori Goth, Faith Formation Rep 763-515-3749 
 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication for members and 
constituents of Buffalo United Methodist Church.  The deadline for 

newsletter articles is the third Thursday of each month. 
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Worship “In the Garden”  
Our Sunday morning Lent worship series “In 
the Garden” continues in April, leading up to 
our beautiful Easter Resurrection Garden on 
April 21!   
 

Planting “Seeds of Hope” This Lent 
Our final two Wednesday Lent sessions are on 
April 3 and 10. On Wednesday, 
April 3 we’ll have a guest 
speaker, Scott Anderson, who 
worked with Curtis setting up 
the We Can Be the Change 
outreach mission we’ve done 
the last several years.  Then on 
April 10, we’ll wrap up Lent by 
going out into neighborhoods with gifts of seed 
packets to hang on people’s doors with an 
invitation to Holy Week & Easter services and our 
Party in the Park.  Drivers are needed—sign up 
ASAP!!  
 

Wednesday Lenten Meals Schedule  
Our final two 6:00 pm Lenten dinners are:  

April 3   Youth serving pancakes 
April 10 UM Men serving egg bake 
 

Holy Week and Easter 
The joy of Easter Sunday 
resurrection will carry so much 
more meaning if you choose to 
participate in some of Christ’s 
journey to the cross through Holy 
Week worship opportunities.   
 

Palm Sunday, April 14, 8:15 & 10:30 am 
We will be at the parade in Jerusalem, waving 
palm branches for Jesus, and with children 
singing “hosanna.”   

Holy Thursday, April 18, 7:30 pm  
We will share in The Last Supper as Jesus had 
with his disciples, before heading into the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 

Good Friday – Friday, April 19, noon  
Walk with Jesus through the denial of his 
followers, his condemnation and crucifixion as 
we observe this solemn Gospel recollection of 
Good Friday at Buffalo Presbyterian with the 
community.  An offering will be received to help 
people in need in our community.   

Easter Sunday, April 21 
Easter worship services are at our regular times 
of 8:15 and 10:30, each including a children’s 
message. Between services (during the Sunday 
School hour) there is a special children’s Easter 
event in the back of the fellowship hall from 
9:30-10:00. There will be fun activities and the 
Easter story will be told. 

“Resurrection Rolls” will be served from 9:15-
10:30 by our senior high youth to support their 
summer mission events.   
 

Easter Offering Designation 
This year our Easter offering will be used  to pay 
half of camping fees for those attending United 
Methodist Camps (including first-time adult 
attenders), with the remainder given to Heifer 
International through the final Baby Animal Fair 
in Buffalo on May 5.   
 

Thursday Night Bible Study 
Paulette Moore hosts a weekly Bible 
Study on Thursdays at 6:30 pm.  All 
are welcome to join this study long- 
or short-term as able.  Call Paulette 
for details at: 763-276-7435.   

 

Life Happens! A Caring Ministry 
We’re changing our Life Happens ministry from 
monthly sessions to bi-monthly on “even” 
months.  Guest speakers share firsthand 
experiences on difficult topics, helping us know 
what to do and what to say to let people know we 
care.  Join us on the second Monday every other 
month from 7:15-8:15 pm in the fellowship hall for 
a time of listening, learning, caring and dessert.  
The next one is:  

Living with Migraines 
Tim Schweitering, presenter 
Monday, April 8, 7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 

 
Confirmation Schedule 
April 3  Supper @6 pm, class  @ 6:30 
April 10 Supper @6 pm, participate in Seeds of 

Hope neighborhood outreach @6:30 
April 17 No class session 
April 18 Holy Thursday worship @7:30 

(required event) 
April 24 Faith Night Dinner @6:00 
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Sunday School Update 
Spring is here and Easter is right around the 
corner! The best news is that the Easter message 
does not end with the resurrection!  It continues 
on as we, his followers, live with the hope found 
in the message and life of Jesus.  May we do so 
the day after Easter and every day going forward!   
 

April Sunday School Themes 
April 7   The Crucifixion  
April 14  Resurrection  
April 21  Easter SS Family Event (all ages) 
April 28  Jesus is Alive! 
 

Kids’ Calendar 
Wed. April 3 Lent Stories of Hope (sanctuary) 
April 7  Jesus Rocks Rehearsal after SS 
Wed. April 10  Help us spread Seeds of Hope 

@6:30pm 
April 14  Palm Sunday – ALL kids sing! 
April 21  Family Easter Event 9:30 am – 

10:00am 
April 21   NO Jesus Rocks Rehearsal 
 
Children Sing on Palm Sunday, April 14 
ALL children will sing praises 
on Palm Sunday, April 14!  
Attend either service as a 
family, but please all plan to be 
here for the first part of the 
10:30 service so the children can lead the palm 
parade and sing their Hosannas as we celebrate 
the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem!  
Here is the schedule: 
8:15   Informal palm parade during children’s 

message for all who are there; 2nd – 6th 
graders sing 

10:30   All parade with palms and both SS groups 
will sing right at the beginning of the late 
service. 

 
Children’s Easter Event April 21 
We encourage kids (and their parents) to 
participate in a special Children’s Easter Event on 
Easter Morning, April 21 from 9:30-10:00 in the 
back of the fellowship hall.  Kids will enjoy 
Resurrection Rolls and create a yarn cross.  This 
will be a family friendly way to spend Easter 
together and celebrate the love of God. Families 
may also take pictures in the Easter 
garden.  Come and join the fun!  

Consider Summer Camp for Kids 
It’s time to register for summer camp! There are 
many to choose from – both for individuals and 
families!!  And don’t forget, ALL children and 
youth attending a UM Camp receive 50% off 
their camp fee, plus, 5th graders get an extra 
$100 from the church as a Faith Stepping Stone 
gift!  First time adult campers also receive 50% 
off.  To receive the scholarship, deduct that 
amount before paying your registration and 
indicate at the bottom that your church will send 
the additional fee.  Additional camp scholarship 
funds are available from the conference if 
needed, also.  Then fill out the BUMC camp form 
so we can cover the scholarship amount.  This 
form, camp catalogs, and registration forms are 
available in the entryway wall.  To register online, 
go to www.campminnesota.org. If you have 
questions, ask Debbie Bishop, your Camp 
Ambassador and Children’s Ministry coordinator.  
 

2nd Annual Party in the Park on May 18 
Last year’s Party in the Park was such a huge 
success that we’ve decided to do it again!  It’s 
time to celebrate Spring, connect with families, 
and bring the community together for a fun day!   

Party in the Park 
Saturday, May 18 11:00 – 2:00 

Methodist City Park Playground 
 

There will be lots of activities at this free event, 
so invite your friends and neighbors!  The park 
area will be filled with activity booths where 
families can enjoy fun together:   Dojo Karate will 
give demos (12:00) and provide a Bounce House, 
Gym-Nation will have gymnastics equipment for 
youngsters to try, there will be bean bag toss, 
duck pond, fish pond, face painting, wacky hair 
booth, playdough station, balloon animals, cake 
walk, music, and much more.  And of course 
there will be lunch, popcorn and slushies---all at 
no cost!!  Mark your calendars now!! 
 

Help with Party in Park 
We are making plans for Party in the Park, and 
need your help!  If you have any of the following, 
please let us know!  
 a canopy to borrow for the day 
 activity ideas like petting zoo animals, clowns, 

magicians, unique crafts,  
 connections that may donate hot dogs, buns, 

chips, bananas cookies or water 
If interested in volunteering, contact Gloria 
Farwick or Debbie Bishop.  Mark your calendars!  

Faith FormationFaith Formation——ChildrenChildren		



Final Baby Animal Fair May 5 
Since 2001 a Baby Animal Fair to raise funds for 
Heifer International has been held in Buffalo 
every other year.  This year’s May 5 event will be 
the final ever, as the planning team disbands.  If 
you would like to support this wonderful cause, 
which provides animals and food production 
support around the world, take an offering box 
home, fill it up and bring back to church or take 
to the fair on Sunday, May 5 from noon-4 pm at 
the Buffalo Civic Center.  Also, BUMC will host 
the pig booth and sell popcorn, so if you’d like to 
help one last time with this event, please see 
Laurie or Curtis.  
 
Family Fund Needs Replenishing 
Our BUMC family fund is used to provide short-
term support to people in our congregation and 
community, but is running low on dollars.  We 
use this primarily for one time assistance with 
things like medications, gas to get to a job 
interview, diaper money or other necessities.  If 
you would like to make a donation, you may do 
so in any amount, and label it “Family Fund.” 
 

Blankets for Beds  
It’s cold outside!  That means 
the need for new or gently used 
blankets/linens continues to be 
great.  Place your donations in 
the “Blankets” box outside of 
the church office or if you need them picked up, 
call Dianne McLain 763-682-2260.  
 

Frozen Meals Available 
Don’t forget that there are frozen meals available 
to share with others!!   Ask for help if you can’t 
find them, but PLEASE know they are there to be 
given out!!  This is a perfect way to be a conduit 
of God’s love!!  Who can you think of that would 
enjoy the blessing of a surprise meal? 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Join this gathering every fourth 
Monday of the month at Arlene 
Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at 
1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls 
for people who might be 
homebound, in the hospital, 

grieving, or in other challenging situations.  Call 
Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.  
This month: Monday, April 22 at 1:00 pm. 

Randy Sabien in Concert April 27 
Musician extraordinaire Randy 
Sabien will be here in our next 
Saturday Awakenings concert on 
Saturday, April 27 at 7:00 pm.  
Randy is a phenomenal violinist and pianist and a 
vibrant performer.  He has played on many 
stages and on radio shows across Minnesota and 
Wisconsin.  We’re fortunate to have booked 
someone of his caliber and hope you’ll come and 
bring some friends!  As always, refreshments 
follow the freewill program. 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
The United Methodist Men’s Fellowship gathers 

on Saturday, March 16 at 7:30 am 
for fellowship over a hot breakfast, 
devotions, discussions, and to look 
for ways to serve our church family 
and community.  Newcomers are 

welcome any time!  Contact Ivan Erickson at 763-
497-1742 if you have questions. 
 

United Methodist Women’s Fellowship 
The United Methodist Women's Group 
will meet on April 11 at 1:00 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. The hostess’ will be 
Joyce Dietz & Esther Kiphuth 

	
Praise and Coffee Gatherings 

Another Praise and Coffee 
fellowship takes place on Monday, 
April 1 at 6 pm with Sheryl 
Lehman at Perkins. Men, women, 
young, old – all welcome!  Bring a 
friend.  Coffee is optional.  

		

Thursday Game Gathering 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 
1:00 pm April 4 for a time of 
fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a 
favorite game and snacks.  All are 
welcome!  Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if 
you have questions.   
 

New Member Class May 4 
Normally we have a membership class in April, 
but with Easter late it didn’t work well, so we will 
have it on Saturday, May 4 at 9:00 am.  Watch 
for more details soon. 

Ministry & MissionsMinistry & Missions		 Fellowship & MoreFellowship & More		



Finance Team Report        by Dexter Lehman 

We held our first meeting of the new year on 
February 26 where we had our election of 
officers. Martyn Dibben was elected as the 
finance team chair for 2019 and Randy Whitcomb 
was elected as vice-chair. Thanks to them both 
for their willingness to serve.  Financially we’re off 
to a good start with expenses just slightly 
exceeding income at the end of March, with 
snowplowing being a major expense.  Our general 
fund reserve currently stands at $32,047. Thank 
you all for your generous support that makes the 
ministries of our church possible. 
 

New Database Also a Picture Directory! 
The new database we are using at church is called 
Breeze, and it will also serve as an online photo 
directory, once we get access to all of you!  You’ll 
be able to go online and look up addresses and 
even photos of people from your home or phone.  
You’ll be able to upload a family picture of your 
choice that people can then see who you are.  
(Don’t worry, access to information is limited to 
only basic categories, not your age or personal 
details.)  We are looking for some people to help 
us test the system and possibly even help us take 
some pictures for folks who don’t want to upload 
their own photo.   
 

Lawn Crew Needed 
Before we know it the grass will be growing!  The 
Property Team is gearing up for lawn mowing and 
we have saved a lot of money annually by using 
volunteers to mow May through October.  We 
schedule two households per week to mow.  With 
two people on the riding mowers and one person 
using the push mower and weed whacker it takes 
about two and a half hours to mow the church 
property.  (The church has mowers on site that 
you can use.)  We have lost some of our mowing 
team this year, so would you consider 
volunteering once or twice this year?  Contact 
Michelle at the church office for more 
information or to volunteer. 
 

Become a Better Listener Training 
Please consider joining us on Saturday, April 6 
from 9:00-11:15 as Rev. Susan Nienaber helps us 
become better listeners.  This invaluable skill can 
then be put to use in your personal life or your 
ministry!  Free and open to anyone!! 

 You’ve probably noticed the Décor Team’s 
work in the church lobby, especially our “You 
belong” wall décor.  They are exploring 
updates to the nursery as well, so if you’d be 
interested in working on that over the 
summer months, please let Debbie Bishop 
know.   

 The Adult Discipleship Vision team continues 
to work on setting up faith formation 
opportunities, such as speakers and classes.  
One exciting offering coming this year will be 
the Disciple Bible Study, which is a 
comprehensive walk through the Bible.  If you 
have ideas on classes or sessions you’d like to 
see, please talk with Rita Varner-Otness. 

 We are continuing to work toward Worship 
Excellence through several teams including 
the MCCI one and our established Worship 
Design Team.  Do you have thoughts to 
share?  Would you like to be part of the 
process? 

 We are looking for some people to help at our 
Holy Thursday worship service on April 18 at 
7:30 pm.  Please see Laurie if you would help 
with either reading or serving communion. 

 We also continue to seek new musicians as 
we are trying to form a new music team who 
would lead worship once every month or two.  
If this is something you might consider being 
a part of, please see Laurie ASAP! 

 We would love to have someone step up to 
facilitate the Web Design team to get it up 
and running soon.  We have several team 
members already, but if you’d be willing to 
join them and/or consider kicking things off, 
please see Laurie ASAP. 

 Funeral lunch coordinators are sought.  If 
you would consider occasionally organizing a 
simple funeral lunch, please see Pastor Bill or 
Laurie.  Training can be provided, as well as 
help in recruiting workers and desserts. 

Ministry Team UpdatesMinistry Team Updates		
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    Preschool NewsPreschool News		

March was a busy, wonderful month of activity 
in Preschool!  We started the month with 
putting on our eye patches and tiaras as we 
learned about Pirates and Princesses.  We will 
end the month with our heads above the Earth 
in our Outer Space unit leading up to Spring 
Break, which is March 29 – April 5.  School 
resumes on Monday, April 8 for the 4/5 class 
and Tuesday, April 9 for the 3’s.   

The last week of March, we became 
community helpers as we brought in lots and 
lots of cans, boxes, bags of food and paper 
products for the Food Shelf.  The children 
sorted, classified, organized and counted the 
items as we set up our shelves full of goods 
and learned a lot about sharing to help others. 
The children were so proud of how much food 
they were able to collect and we thank our 
very generous families! 

If the weather cooperates, we will be outside a 
lot in April studying the plants, bugs, and 
seasonal transformation of God’s world.   

Melissa Ungaro, Director 

		 BUMPreschool Now in Its Final Year 
It is with great sadness we share with you that 
BUMPreschool will close its doors on May 24at 
the completion of the 2018-2019 school year.  
Over the past four years BUMP has struggled 
with lower than hoped for enrollment and 
increased cost of operations, resulting in deficit-
spending and the depletion of a $10,000 reserve 
fund that had been set aside five years ago.  The 
preschool advisory board, BUMC finance and 
leadership teams, and BUMP staff have worked 
hard since last fall to come up with a plan that 
might allow BUMP to continue operations next 
year, but with the uncertainty of meeting the 
needed enrollment, the Leadership Team felt 
there was just no way to do so.   
 

We celebrate that there has been a great deal of 
progress in support for early childhood 
education in recent years, and licensing 
guidelines and programs like Parent Aware have 
improved the quality of programming and safety 
of children, though they come with costs 
attached.  Additionally, the state increased 
funding of public ECFE programs, and locally 
they have added new preschool sections each 
year, competing with BUMP for enrollment, and 
as subsidized public programs, they can operate 
more cheaply.  There is also increasing 
competition for students from daycare centers 
offering preschool programs.   
 

The revised budget put together by the 
Preschool Advisory Board and director at the 
request of BUMC leadership, included cutting 
salaries and hours, raising tuition, and identified 
minimum enrollment numbers necessary to cash 
flow.  The leadership team had planned to wait 
until May 1 to see if the early enrollment goals 
were met, but recognizing that it was unlikely, 
BUMP staff felt it was in the best interest of 
registering families and staff to make a decision 
sooner, so families have adequate time to pursue 
other preschool options. 
 

We are so grateful that we have blessed the 
community with 11 years of quality preschool 
programming with our caring and dedicated 
BUMP staff.  Thank you for being part of our 
BUMPreschool support, allowing us to impact 
children’s lives, watching them learn and grow.  
We are planning to hold a BUMP celebration on 
Sunday, May 19 to honor our wonderful teachers 
and BUMP families from over the past 11 years.  
Watch for details.   



All	These	Bring	Great	Hope	to	Me	
By	Laurie	Schroeder	
	
Nature’s	grandeur	–	mountaintops,	
Stunning	sunsets,	crashing	sea,	
Wind‐swept	prairie,	forest	haven,	
All	these	bring	great	hope	to	me.	
	
Nature’s	 ine	points	–	dew	on	 lowers,	
Blossom	perch	for	honeybee,	
Grass	which	greens	in	early	spring,	
All	these	bring	great	hope	to	me.	
	
Seeds	which	planted	swell	to	open,	
budding	sprouts	then	bursting	free,	
Growing	up	in	bold,	green	stature,	
All	these	bring	great	hope	to	me.	
	
Birds	that	sing	to	heart’s	content	
From	nests	hid	high	upon	a	tree,	
Hatchlings’	peeps	of	urgent	hunger,	
All	these	bring	great	hope	to	me.	
	
Babies’	squalls	to	greet	the	world,	
Children	playing	gleefully,	
Youth	who	work	to	change	the	future,	
All	these	bring	great	hope	to	me.	
	
Servant	hearts	in	common	mission	
Walking	paths	in	harmony,	
Love	shared	with	no	strings	attached,	
All	these	bring	great	hope	to	me.	
	
The	gentle	touch	felt	at	a	bedside,	
Whispered	words	of	sought‐for	peace,	
Patient,	loving,	guardian‐caring,	
All	these	bring	great	hope	to	me.	
	
Beyond	our	earthly,	struggling	journey	‐	
Wholeness,	unearned	victory;	
The	promise	of	a	new	tomorrow,	
These	bring	Easter	hope	to	me.	
	

My heart is not proud, Lord, 
    my eyes are not haughty; 
I do not concern myself with great matters 
    or things too wonderful for me. 
But I have calmed and quieted myself, 
    I am like a weaned child with its mother; 
    like a weaned child I am content. 
Israel, put your hope in the Lord 
    both now and forevermore. 

— Psalm 131  NIV 
 
This little psalm offers a most beautiful metaphor 
of faith. The image is of a child of two or three, 
nestled quietly in its mother’s lap. Picture yourself 
as that child, and the mother’s lap as the loving 
embrace of God. What are you doing there? Or 
rather, what aren’t you doing there? The child isn’t 
thinking about anything. “I do not exercise myself 
in great matters: which are too high for me” (v. 
1, The Book of Common Prayer). At some point we 
turn away from the restless thoughts that keep us 
awake at night, we give up trying to solve life’s 
deep mysteries, we let go of the troubling 
questions that undermine faith, and we leave it all 
with the Lord. 

The child isn’t saying anything. The psalmist 
doesn’t say his soul is quiet; he says it has been 
quieted. The child has been crying—toddlers get a 
lot of “owies”—but now it has calmed down. A 
mother’s comfort has quieted its fretfulness. Faith 
doesn’t mean we’ll never be hurt, but it does mean 
we have the wonderful comfort of belonging to the 
Lord. 

Finally, the child isn’t asking for anything. It’s been 
weaned. It’s not there just to be fed. The child has 
learned to see its mother as more than an 
automatic responder to its every cry. Their 
relationship is no longer simply instinctive 
dependence; it is growing toward real love.  

—David Bast  
from Words of Hope Good News. No Boundaries 
 
As you pray, spend some time being quiet before 
the Lord, picturing yourself being held in his arms. 

Seeds of Hope 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Become a  
Better Listener 

It’s an act of love 
Saturday, April 6 

9:00-11:15 am 
Free Session  

with Rev. Susan Nienaber 
Big Waters District Superintendent 

and licensed family therapist  

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 
Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 



  

  

PARENT REMINDER:  
On April 3 and 10 students 

will participate in the 
Lenten dinners at 6:00pm.  

Though there is not a 
charge, as there is with 

pizza each week, there is 
the opportunity to support 
the various ministries with 

a free will offering. 

Sign up for the  
Mission Trip!! 

WHEN: July 28-31 
WHERE: Minneapolis, MN 
Cost before Fundraising: 

$75.00 
Any students in grades 9-12 

are welcome to attend! 

This April	 Senior High Youth	

“Where Everybody  
Knows Your Name!” 

CURTIS R. RIECK 
Curtis@buffaloumc.com 

(The guy who  
should know stuff) 

  
NO DOTS           NO  STARS 

Youth Mission Trip 2019 
Urban Bound: 

Minnehaha Mission 
Inspire an epidemic of kindness!  

For this opportunity to serve we will partner with 
students from around the 
state, hosted by the 
Minnehaha UMC Youth 
Group. We will serve 
residents of Minneapolis’ 
South Side in a variety of        
settings, including working 
with children, seniors, a 
homeless shelter, a food 
delivery program, food pantry, and more.  Evenings 
will be spent exploring the city by bike and public 
transportation, exploring the Midtown Global 
Market and other great places.  
There is limited space so contact Curtis or any adult 
leader for more information.  Sign up with Curtis or 

by leaving a $50 deposit in the church office!   
  

WHEN: July 28-31                                         COST: $75.00             
WHERE: Minnehaha United Methodist (south Mpls) 

  

  
JOIN THE BUMY FOR DINNER APRIL 3, 6:00 pm! 

BUMY YOUTH will serve the Lenten 
meal on April 3! We plan on serving 
made-to-order pancakes (with all the 
toppings we can think of) along with 
sausage and drinks. We are still 
looking for parents and students to 
assist, so bring a pancake flipper and 
simply show up!  At the service Scott 
Carlson (former BUMY adult leader) 
will share stories and ideas on how 
each of us can change our world! 



April 2019 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday        Saturday 

 1 
9:00 am Commodity 
Distribution 
10:00 am AA 
6:00 pm Praise & Coffee 
7:30 pm AA 

2 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Property 

Meeting 
 

3 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
2:00 pm Guest 

Connections Meeting 
6:00 pm Lenten Supper 

by - Youth Pancakes 
6:30 pm  Planting Seeds 

of Hope session 
 

4 
1:00 pm Thursday’s 

Game Gathering 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 

5 
 

6 
7:30 am WDT Meeting 
9:00 am Becoming a 

Better Listener 
9:00 am AA 
2:00 pm Carol Pemble 

visitation 
3:00 pm Carol Pemble 

Funeral 
 

7 
Holy Communion 
9:20 am Human 

Trafficking class 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA (FH) 
 

8 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 BeFrienders 
7:15 pm Life Happens 
7:30 pm AA 
 

9 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Leadership 

Meeting 
7:00 pm Preschool 

Board Meeting 
 
 

10 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Lenten Supper 

by  UMM – Breakfast 
6:30 pm Planting Seeds 

of Hope Prayer Walk 
7:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

Rehearsal 

11 
1:30 pm UMW 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 

12 
5:15 pm Meet the bus 

for the concert 
7:00 pm Casting 

Crowns Concert 

13 
9:00 am AA 
 
 

14 
Palm Sunday 
All Children 

Parade/Sing during 
worship 

Handbells play 
7:30 pm AA 
 

15 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 
 

16 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
 7:00 pm SPRC Meeting 
   
 

17 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers  
6:30 pm Handbells 
 

18 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 
7:30 pm Holy 

Thursday Worship 
 

Newsletter article 
deadline 

19  
Noon Good Friday 

community 
worship at 
Presbyterian 
Church 

Easter Garden 
Assembly 

 
 

20 
7:30 am UMM 
9:00 am AA 
Easter Garden 

Assembly 
4:30 pm Joyful Praise 

Rehearsal 
 

21 
Easter Sunday 
9:20 am Easter family 
event 
7:30 pm AA 
 

22 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl @ 

Arlene’s 
7:30 pm AA 

23 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
 
 

24 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers  
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Faith Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

Rehearsal 
 

25 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 
Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 
Study @ Paulette’s 

26 
 

27 
9:00 am AA 
7:00 pm  Saturday 

Awakenings – Randy 
Sabien 

 
 

28 
9:20 am Refugee 

Congress class 
7:30 pm AA 
 

29 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 

30 
10:30 am AA  
  7:00 pm Finance 

Meeting 
  

 
Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

  8:15 am              Joyful Praise Worship 
  9:20 am Fellowship  & Education Hour 
10:30 am           Traditional Celebration Worship 

 

 



Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional Celebration Service 10:30 

April 7 Natalie Roeser 

April 14 Barbara Sargent 

April 21 Jerry Ford 

April 28 Rebecca Warner 

Coffee Server Schedule 
April 7 UEC—Keith & Georgia Docherty 

April 14 Troy & Laura Carter 

April 21 Youth Serve Resurrection Rolls 

April 28 Maryann Barfknecht 

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am 

April 7 
April 14 
April 21 
April 28 

10:30 am 
April 7 
April 14 
April 21 
April 28 

  
Barb Odenthal & Esther Kiphuth 
Sandy Weldele & Georgia Pollock 
Larry & Darla Frink 
Pam & Dean Croft 
 
Ivan Erickson & Lester Hamann 
Iona Markley & Linda Bostic 
Gloria Farwick & Susan Anderson 
Ivan Erickson & Lester Hamann 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

May 1 Handbells play at Annandale 
Care Center 

May 4 New Member Class 

May 5 Baby Animal Fair @ the Civic 
Center 

May 8  Handbells play at Parkview 

May 12 Mother’s Day 

May  18         Party in the Park 

May 19       Last Day of Sunday School; Min-
istry Celebration & New Member 
Sunday 

May 19         Park View Service  

May 22      Confirmation & Senior High 
Youth   Picnic at Beebe Lake 

May 26         Memorial Sunday/Summer 
Schedule 

June 1         Saturday Awakenings—Gallery 
Trio 

 

April Schedules 

Devotional Resources 
Current issues of the Upper Room 
are available in the entryway for a 
nominal donation. 

 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office, email or use the 
pew response cards to make 
prayer requests for the prayer 
circle.  For inclusion in Sunday 
morning announcements, turn 
them in to the pastor before the 
worship service. 

 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church office at 
763-682-3538 with prayer con-
cerns or to be part of the prayer 
circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Call the 
office and indicate if you will 
bring your own, or place your 
check for $39 in the offering 
marked “flowers” and we will or-
der. 

Please let the  
church office know: 

 If your telephone number,      
e-mail address or mailing    
address change. 

 When a member of your   
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy      
Communion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in the 
congregation that could use a 
delivered meal.  

Information 


	Mission Statement
	Children Sing on Palm Sunday, April 14
	ALL children will sing praises on Palm Sunday, April 14!  Attend either service as a family, but please all plan to be here for the first part of the 10:30 service so the children can lead the palm parade and sing their Hosannas as we celebrate the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem!  Here is the schedule:
	8:15  	Informal palm parade during children’s message for all who are there; 2nd – 6th graders sing
	10:30  	All parade with palms and both SS groups will sing right at the beginning of the late service.
	Children’s Easter Event April 21
	We encourage kids (and their parents) to participate in a special Children’s Easter Event on Easter Morning, April 21 from 9:30-10:00 in the back of the fellowship hall.  Kids will enjoy Resurrection Rolls and create a yarn cross.  This will be a family friendly way to spend Easter together and celebrate the love of God. Families may also take pictures in the Easter garden.  Come and join the fun! 
	�Consider Summer Camp for Kids
	It’s time to register for summer camp! There are many to choose from – both for individuals and families!!  And don’t forget, ALL children and youth attending a UM Camp receive 50% off their camp fee, plus, 5th graders get an extra $100 from the church as a Faith Stepping Stone gift!  First time adult campers also receive 50% off.  To receive the scholarship, deduct that amount before paying your registration and indicate at the bottom that your church will send the additional fee.  Additional camp scholarship funds are available from the conference if needed, also.  Then fill out the BUMC camp form so we can cover the scholarship amount.  This form, camp catalogs, and registration forms are available in the entryway wall.  To register online, go to www.campminnesota.org. If you have questions, ask Debbie Bishop, your Camp Ambassador and Children’s Ministry coordinator. 
	Family Fund Needs Replenishing
	Our BUMC family fund is used to provide short-term support to people in our congregation and community, but is running low on dollars.  We use this primarily for one time assistance with things like medications, gas to get to a job interview, diaper money or other necessities.  If you would like to make a donation, you may do so in any amount, and label it “Family Fund.”
	Blankets for Beds ￼
	It’s cold outside!  That means the need for new or gently used blankets/linens continues to be great.  Place your donations in the “Blankets” box outside of the church office or if you need them picked up, call Dianne McLain 763�682-2260. 
	Randy Sabien in Concert April 27
	Musician extraordinaire Randy Sabien will be here in our next Saturday Awakenings concert on Saturday, April 27 at 7:00 pm.  Randy is a phenomenal violinist and pianist and a vibrant performer.  He has played on many stages and on radio shows across Minnesota and Wisconsin.  We’re fortunate to have booked someone of his caliber and hope you’ll come and bring some friends!  As always, refreshments follow the freewill program.
	United Methodist Men’s Fellowship
	April 2019 Schedules page.pdf
	April Schedules
	Information
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