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Worship Events 
 

Sunday, August 5 
Acting Out:  

To Infinity and Beyond 
(Together)  

   Acts 3:1-5 
Acts 13:44-52 

Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, August 12 
Guest Speaker: 
 Scott Carlson 

 
Sunday, August 19 

Acting Out:  
Meanwhile, Back in 

Jerusalem 
Acts 15:1-11 

Acts 15:22-31 
 

Sunday, August 26 
Acting Out:   

Praying In, Praying Out 
Acts 16:16-24 
Acts 16:25-34 

 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Joyful Praise Worship 
8:15 am 

 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:15-9:45 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
9:45 am  

 

 

Gratitude Never Goes Out of Style 
When I finally updated my eyeglasses this year, I had to laugh 

when I ended up with some dark, plastic frames. Gone were the wire 
half-frames of 2000, only to be replaced with the very same style that 
was popular when I bought my first pair of glasses back in 1980! 
Fashions are like that. Aren’t you glad that God’s heart isn’t as fickle as 
we are? God’s love for us endures forever (Psalm 136). It shouldn’t 
surprise us that God’s expectations for the attitudes of our hearts have 
remained unchanged as well. Gratitude, for example, has always been 
something that God expects of us, because God knows that lives lived 
with gratitude produce joy and praise. (e.g., Psalm 100) 

Mindfulness and gratitude journaling have become popular 
again, but they’re really nothing new. God’s Word has long taught us 
that what we pay attention to is what we fill our hearts with (e.g., 
Matthew 6:22-24). If we dwell on disappointments and brokenness, 
those are the things most likely to be overflowing from our hearts, 
into our lives and the lives of those around us. But when we discipline 
ourselves to look, listen, and speak of things we are grateful for, then 
gratitude will shape our attitudes and behaviors. The more we 
develop the discipline of gratitude, the more grateful we’ll become. If 
we want to act out God’s love in this world, we have to start with 
hearts of gratitude rather than indifference or even bitterness. 

The Apostle Paul said it this way in his letter to the Philippians: 
“Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, 
and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and 
worthy of praise.” (4:8) Why do you suppose Paul was so concerned 
with gratitude? He knew that in the midst of disagreements within the 
early church and persecutions and problems from without, only the 
peace of Christ could hold the church together. And receiving the 
peace of Christ is intimately associated with cultivating gratitude to 
God in our hearts. (e.g., Colossians 3:15-17). 

Gratitude never goes out of style, so if you’ve put your gratitude 
away in a forgotten closet, it’s time to take it out, dust it off, and wear 
it for the world to see. As Paul also said, “Sing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or 
say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through 
him to God the Father.” (Colossians 3:16c-17). 

Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 

 



Buffalo United Methodist Church  
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

 
 

Grow in Love of God and Neighbor  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul & mind and 
love your neighbors as yourself    Matthew 22:37-40   
 

Introduce People to Jesus 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all people… ` 

  Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Heal a Broken World  
The spirit of the Lord is upon us to bring good news to the poor 

Luke 4:16-21 
 

 

 

2018 Leadership Team 
 

Pam Sieberg   763-682-4734 Member at Large/Lay Leader 
Jim Norrix   763-263-5499 Member at Large 
Larry Frink   218-398-1066 Member at Large 
Paulette Moore  763-276-7435 Lay Leader 
Dexter Lehman  763-229-0335 Treasurer 
Tyson Kaldenberg  763-238-5023 Finance Team Chair 
Dave Sieberg   763-682-4734 Property Team Chair 
Gail Hurley   507-820-0542 Staff Parish Relations Chair 
Kris Wurtzberger  763-438-0047 Recorder 
Laurie Schroeder  763-682-3538 Lay Associate Minister 
Bill Reinhart   763-682-3538 ex officio 

 

Staff 
 

Pastor Rev. Bill Reinhart       PastorBill@buffaloumc.com 
Lay Associate Minister Laurie Schroeder       Laurie@buffaloumc.com 
Family Ministries: 
   Youth Coordinator Curtis R. Rieck       Curtis@buffaloumc.com 
   Children’s Coordinator Debra Bishop       Debbie@buffaloumc.com     
Nursery Attendant Angie Masteller 8:15-9:45 
 Amy Fouquette 9:45 
Administrative Asst. Michelle Jones       Office@buffaloumc.com  
Bookkeeper  Patty Steer       Patty@buffaloumc.com 
Preschool Director Melissa Ungaro                  Melissa@buffaloumc.com 
Preschool Teacher Christine Hartke 
Preschool Assistant Jenny Hanson 
Chancel Chime Director Jill Starr 
Custodians Bob & Ryan Highberg       Bob@buffaloumc.com 
 
 
 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication for members and constituents of 
Buffalo United Methodist Church.  Buffalo UMC is part of the  

Minnesota Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. 



 Spiritual Growth 
We’re Still Acting Out Near and Far! 

Our worship themes through Labor Day 
Sunday will continue on the Book of Acts and the 
amazing account of God’s Spirit unleashed 
among God’s people.  In August, however, we’ll 
particularly focus on how to bring the 
transforming love of Jesus to the whole world, 
near and far!  We will hear mission stories in 
worship throughout the month, celebrating some 
of the mission efforts that our congregants have 
been a part of over the past year.    

Also,  we encourage you to consider the 
ways you too will reach out in mission!  We are 
providing you many easy options as our church 
delivers meals on wheels in August, we have the 
all-church “We Can Be the Change” weekend 
August 17-19 (see the Youth page for details!), 
and we host our annual blood drive on Sunday, 
August 26.  Even the UMW’s rummage sale 
profits will go toward missions, so cleaning out 
your house and/or helping with that event on 
August 15-17 is outreach! 

“Anxious for Nothing” Book Study 
More and more lately, it feels like our 

world is spinning out of control.  In his book, 
Anxious for Nothing, Max Lucado invites us to 
dive into Philippians 4:6-7: Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

This fall, you can be a part of a book study 
and join the journey to true freedom and 
experience more joy, clarity, physical renewal, 
and contentment by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Anxiety comes with life. But it doesn't have to 
dominate your life.  Watch for sign-up sheets 
coming soon. 

Are you feeling called to lead a study?  We 
are looking for leaders as well.  All materials are 
provided.  Talk to Laurie or Rita Varner-Otness 
for more information. 

 

Prayer Partners Needed for 2018-19 

Calling all adults! If you 
feel called to be an adult 
prayer partner this 
coming year, please sign 
up on the bulletin board 

in the entryway.  We seek approximately 60 
adults to pray weekly for a Sunday school child.  
Prayer Partners will get to meet their child at a 
party and are then asked to pray for that child 
throughout the year. This is a great way to 
support our ministry of prayer and families. If 
you have been a prayer partner before and have 
a request for a student let Debbie Bishop know! 

Life Happens! A Caring Ministry 
Life Happens is a monthly ministry 

where guest speakers share first-hand 
experiences on difficult topics, helping us know 
what to do and what to say to let people know 
we care.  Join us on the 2nd Monday of each 
month from 7:15-8:15 pm.  We meet in the 
fellowship hall for a time of listening, learning, 
caring and dessert.  Come occasionally or every 
month, and bring a friend if you wish.   

 
August Life Happens:   

Monday, August 13, 7:15-8:15 p.m. 
Life-Threatening Allergies 

Christy Eckenrode, presenter 

Learn About Prayer Journaling 
Prayer is a gift from God, but often we feel 

inadequate, and therefore might not pray as 
much as would benefit us and our faith lives.  To 
help you explore new ways to experience prayer, 
there will be a Prayer Journaling Open House 
on Sunday, September 23 at 9:30 am in the 
conference room.   

Sheryl Lehman has prepared a beautiful, 
comprehensive resource on prayer journaling 
that you will be able to review and get a copy of, 
and you will have an opportunity to sign up for a 
three-session class on prayer journaling for 
October or beyond, if you’d like to participate in 
one.  You will be amazed at the myriad creative 
suggestions of ways to connect more deeply in 
prayer, and how easily you can incorporate them 
into your life.  Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer.  –Romans 12:12   



Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
Aug. 1 S’More Wednesday Worship 6:30-

7:15; dinner at 6:00 pm 
Aug. 5 Holy Communion 
Aug. 12 Curtis Rieck preaching and Mission 

Moment with Rita Varner-Otness on 
experiences in Jamaica and Ethiopia 

Aug. 19 Mission Moment on STORM camp 
Aug. 26 Mission Moment on We Can Be the 

Change;  Blood Drive 

Sunday Schedule Changes Sept. 9 
The summer worship schedule runs through 

Labor Day Sunday, September 2.  On Sunday, 
September 9 we return to our fall schedule: 

8:15  Joyful Praise Worship 
9:20-10:20  Fellowship & Sunday School 
10:30  Celebration Worship 

 

Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
June 24  81 47 128  
July 1  80 64 144 
July 8  112 64 176 
July 15        88 47 136 
July 22  89 58 147 
 

 

Ministry & Missions  
Deliver Meals on Wheels in August 

 Remember, August is our 
month to deliver Meals on Wheels 
to people in Buffalo.  It only takes 
about 45 minutes to an hour of 
your time.  Meals are picked up 
between 11:30-11:45 at the back 

door of the community center.  There are three 
routes, so we need three drivers each day, 
Monday through Friday only.  If you aren’t 
familiar with Buffalo, we can team you up with 
someone who is.  The sign-up calendar is ready 
at church!  

Register for August 26 Blood Drive  
Give the gift of life!  Buffalo UMC hosts a 

blood drive on Sunday, August 26 as part of our 
Acting Out Near and Far efforts.  We’re hoping to 
collect 30 units.  Help us reach our goal!  First-time 
donors and young people (ages 16+) are especially 
encouraged, so invite someone you know to donate.  
Slots are available from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  
Register online at www.mbc.org/searchdrives and 
enter sponsor code 4223.  If you aren’t comfortable 
doing it yourself, church staff can help you get 
signed up. 

We started our blood drives in honor of 
those in our church family who have needed 
chemotherapy. Can you share the gift of life? 

 

Rummage Sale August 15-17 
 Our church-wide rummage sale hosted by 
UMW is August 15-17. Donate children's clothing, 
small appliances, toys, books, curios, gently used 
furniture, and baked items.  Please no adult clothing 
or computers. We start receiving items on Sunday, 
August 12. The proceeds help finance BUMP 
scholarships, confirmation scholarships, youth 
mission scholarships, Emma Norton services, 
UMCOR , Hope Cancer Lodge, and many other 
services that UMW supports. 
To Volunteer:  Talk to Paulette Moore about 

helping with sorting and set-up Sunday-
Wednesday Aug. 12-15 or with the sale 
August 15(eve) – Friday the 17th. 

To Donate:  Items can be brought to the church 
Sunday, Monday or Tuesday August 12-14.  
Please, no electronic, large furniture, or gym 
equipment.  Items to bring are books, small 
household items, dishes, clean clothing, toys 
and games, nick-knacks, table linens, bedding, 
collectibles and baked items. 

To Buy:  The sale will run 5:00-8:00 pm on 
Wednesday; Thursday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
and Friday 8:00-noon. 

http://www.mbc.org/searchdrives


School Supplies & Other Donations 
From now through August 26 we will 

collect supplies for Common Hope and Love Inc.  
A collection box in the entryway for your items.  
School supplies must be newly purchased: 

backpacks  pens (black/blue/red) 
pencils  erasers 
pencil sharpeners glue bottles (4 oz) 
12-pk colored pencils  watercolors 
scissors (4-5″ and 7″) plastic rulers 
compasses protractors 
#12 paintbrush (flat) silicone glue (100 g) 
fine point (.5) permanent black markers 
(NOTE: No notebooks, paper, or folders!) 

Teacher supplies and classroom incentives: 
white board markers masking tape (1″) 
construction paper small craft kits 
Wite-Out popsicle sticks 
yarn stickers  
small bouncy balls 

These items may be new or gently used: 
scientific calculators   
recorders (plastic flutes) 
Spanish-English dictionaries (U of Chicago)  

Other Donations for Common Hope 
Dental items:  toothbrushes, toothpaste 
children’s books in Spanish, hats, gloves, 
mittens, and scarves. 

Little Library “Open for Business” 
      Have you checked 
out our little library out by 
the playground yet?  Lots of 
books are coming and going 
as people have begun to use 
it.  If you have children’s or 
adult books that you would 
like to donate, please bring 
them to church and/or go 
use the library yourself.  
Take a book or two, add a book or two – simple! 

Socks for the Homeless  
You’re invited to join the confirmation 

students in collecting new socks for homeless 
men and women.  We will collect through 
October. Place your donations in the giant red 
sock in the fellowship hall or entryway.  Thank 
you for your support! Call Jan Heyerdahl with 
questions; her cell phone is 612-483-5092.  

 

Connecting with Campers 
 We encourage you to pray for our 
summer campers, and if you’d like, drop them a 
note while they’re at camp.  Pick up a complete 
list of campers and camp addresses at church.  
Also, if someone in your family registers, or is 
not on this list, be sure to let us know so we can 
add their name! 

 Collin Aaron  August 2-4  
 Anthony Hanson August 5-10  
 Jacob Goth  August 5-10 
 Gabriel Dorado August 5-10 

The Lydia Project – Purple Scarves! 
The 2020 UM General Conference will be 

in Minneapolis, so all UM churches in Minnesota 
are invited to help with the “Lydia Project” – an 
all-out effort to knit or crochet 10,000 purple 
scarves to give every delegate, dignitary, bishop 
and spouse in attendance.  Our BUMC prayer 
shawl group has a goal of 75 scarves by May 
2019.  If you might knit/crochet a purple scarf to 
help us, or have questions please contact Dianne 
McLain at 763-682-2260.  Details are:  6-7” wide, 
60” long and any pattern of your choice with or 
without a fringe added BUT the color must be 
solid purple; as in the Vikings color.  Correction: 
Earlier a length of 6 ft long was published, but it 
should be 60” long.  

UMW Muffin Sale  
The UMW will hold a Muffin Sale on 

Sunday, August 5 with proceeds going toward 
BUMP scholarships, confirmation scholarships, 
youth mission scholarships, Emma Norton 
services, UMCOR , Hope Cancer Lodge, and many 
other services that UMW sponsor. 

Frozen Meals Available 
 There are only a few meals left in the 
freezer for you to take to someone needing a 
meal or two.  Please help to clean it out so that 
the Meals Ministry can cook again!   

Blankets for Beds  
Summer is here and it’s a 

great time to clean out your 
closets and donate gently used blankets, bedding 
and towels for local distribution.  New items are 
also welcome.  If you need items picked up at 
your home, call Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260. 



Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Summer Reading Program 
Our summer “Reading & Fun in 
The Park” program continues 
through Wednesday, 
August 22 from 9:30-10:30.  
Volunteers read books aloud 
and lead fun activities for 

children of all ages.  Snacks and play time will 
follow reading.  It’s not too late to participate! 

Don’t forget our new Little Library, so 
book donations are always welcome!!  If you 
have children’s books around your home that 
your children have outgrown, we’ll take them! 

 

 

Register Now for Sunday School 
 Sunday School starts on September 9!  
Have you registered your kids yet?   Please 
complete the form you received in the mail, or go 
to our website and enroll online.  Here is the 
link: https://form.jotform.com/81776486167169. 

Remember, this is a great time to invite 
friends and neighbors to Sunday School! Your 
invitation might be just what it takes for a family 
to join the fun and get to know Jesus.   

Help Teach Sunday School! 
Do you feel called to serve as a teacher or 

classroom helper in Sunday School this Fall? 
Pray about this ministry and let Debbie Bishop 
know if you could help!!  We also encourage 
parents to volunteer as classroom helpers!! 

Sunday School Teacher Training 
The mandatory training for Sunday 

School teachers and helpers is on Sunday, 
August 26 at 9:30 am.  For those who can’t 
make that one, we’ll have a make-up session on 
Wednesday, August 29 at 6:30 pm.  RSVP to 
the church office or Debbie Bishop by August 20 
to let us know which session you will attend.  
Teaching tips, curriculum, calendars, processes 
and procedures will all be covered.   

Parenting Classes August 13, 20, 27 
See the full-page enclosed flyer on these 

FREE parenting sessions, based on the book by 
Brene Brown, “The Gifts of Imperfect Parenting.” 
No preparation – just show up!  Please join us for 
one or all sessions, and/or use the flyer to invite 
someone you know, or post. 

Wednesday Night VBS Fun! 
Thanks to all of you that attended our 

Wednesday night “Incredible Faith” VBS!  BIG 
thanks to Amy Buchholtz for leading and all the 
other helpers for teaching the kids about all of 
the super heroes of the Bible!  It was terrific!! 

 

Confirmation 

9th Graders Confirmation Schedule 
Aug 1 Mission/Service hours and 

worship notes are due 
Aug. 12 Robe measurements due in office 
Sept. 16 Confirmation Sunday 

7th/8th Graders Confirmation Schedule 
Registration letters have gone out to 

incoming 7th graders and returning 8th graders.  
(7th grade parents, if you haven’t returned the 
faith partner request form, please do so ASAP!!)  
If you know a youth who might want to 
participate in our confirmation program, have 
them contact us as soon as possible. 

Sunday School starts September 9, and 
the mandatory Confirmation Orientation session 
for students, parents, Faith Partners & Table 
Leaders is on Wednesday, September 12 at 
6:00 pm, so mark your calendar! 



Fun & Fellowship 

Saturday Awakenings August 25 
Saturday   
August 25 
7:00 pm 

 Our August concert, called “Stardust, Garlic, 
& Wonder,” features Marienne Kreitlow, along with 
several of our BUMC musicians - Mike Miller on 
bass, Kendall Bishop on drums, and Deb Bishop on 
vocals.  Talented local artist, Sue Davies, will paint 
a canvas while the concert is going on, inspired by 
the music and energy of the performers and 
audience, adding a visual component to the night!   

“In the beginning was the Word” - which 
keeps sounding in our personal and collective 
evolution, in our dreams and the wings of the 
dragonfly. Think I can put it in a concert? I’m going 
to try”. – Mariénne Kreitlow 

Diners Out Fellowship Gatherings  
Join with others on the 4th Thursday of 

each month through September to get better 
acquainted at Perkins restaurant on Thursday, 
August 23 at 5:30 pm.  For questions or a ride, 
call Dave & Sara Gaeth at 763-682-4964. 

Thursday Game Gathering August 2 
The monthly “game gathering” is on 

Thursday, August 2 from 1:00-4:00 pm.  Bring 
a snack to share if you wish.  Coffee provided.  
Board games, dominos, bridge, and other games 
are played.  Relax and enjoy a fun afternoon.  

 

In the Community 

Transportation Services Available 
A new Wright County Community Action 

grant provides transportation services to seniors 60 
and older, based on a sliding fee based on income.  
No rider will be turned away due to inability to pay.  
At this point, all rides are invoiced at the same 
amount whether the trip is 5 miles or 40 miles. 

Transportation includes rides to church, as 
well as to medical appointments or other needs.  
Call 320-963-6500 ext. 241. 

Ministry Team Reports 

Finance Team Report 
by Darrin Laudenbach 
  Half of 2018 is in the books.  Year-to-date 
expenses exceed revenues by $11,000.  This amount 
is accounted for almost entirely by year-to-date 
giving falling $11,000 short of budget.  It is not 
uncommon for giving to fluctuate from month to 
month and we hope that as we head into fall giving 
will approach budget.  Giving on a regular basis 
using auto-pay is convenient and it helps the church 
better serve its ministries by allowing us to more 
accurately project our financial position.  The 
finance team continues to investigate a pending 
mortgage refinance.  Thank you everyone for your 
continued financial support of the church.  The 
finance team spends its time looking at the 
numbers, but we don't forget they are merely a 
summation of the good work BUMC does.   

MCCI Teams Continue Working 
MCCI teams continue to work hard behind 

the scenes to set the stage for God to break through 
in new ways at BUMC. The recently formed 
“Worship Excellence Team” is just beginning to 
“focus on creating an exceptional traditional 
worship service.”  There’s room for you on the team 
if you have a heart for worship and reaching more 
people for Christ. The team is currently making 
arrangements for a coach. 
 The next two new ministry teams to launch 
will be the Social Media Team and the Website 
Design Team. Are those the teams you’ve been 
waiting for? If you experience a tug on your heart to 
use the gifts, passion, and time God has given you 
to advance the cause of sharing Christ so that all 
may know joy, talk to Laurie or Pastor Bill.  
 The Adult Discipleship Team is working on 
the August parenting classes and the fall “Anxious 
for Nothing” classes.  The Confirmation Design 
Team unveils the new curriculum this fall, updates 
to church signage (inside and out) will happen 
courtesy the Signage Audit Team, and updates to 
our bulletin and newsletter formats that are more 
fruit from the work of the Rebranding Team. The 
Sunday Schedule Feasibility Team continues a 
deliberate and careful conversation about our 
Sunday morning schedule with leaders of those 
ministries most affected by a schedule change.  



Adopt Our Playground 
Looking for ways to Act Out the Gospel 

this summer? With summer in full swing and 
more families than ever using the new 
playground at the Methodist-City Park, the park 
is occasionally in need of some TLC.  We are in 
need of some people to periodically: 1) 
rake/shovel the pea gravel and wood chips to fill 
in under and around the play equipment; 2) 
Sweep up loose gravel, sand, and wood chips that 
has spilled over the concrete curbing; and 3) Do 
a general walk around for trash pick-up and 
taking note of any equipment that might need 
repair. Talk to Martyn Dibben if this is your new 
summer/fall ministry! 

 

Our Church Family 

Prayer Matters… 
• Todd Seidel was in a bad motorcycle accident 

on July17, but amazingly suffered no head 
injuries.  His pelvis was shattered, however, 
along with some other injuries so they are 
saying his recovery, which will include a hip 
replacement at some point, will take up to a 
year.  Please pray for all the Seidels on this 
journey, including Kris, Conner and Caitlyn.  
Todd will be in traction at least two months, as 
surgery was not possible on the pelvis and it 
needs to heal on its own before hip 
replacement can be done.  

• Please continue to pray for the family and 
friends of Conor Lilja who grieve his sudden 
death, especially his wife Laura, parents Craig 
& Maggie, and sister Jessica and family.  

• Pray for Willis Kiphuth and family as he nears 
the end of his life, that he may be at peace and 
the family, as well. 

• Pat Bowe continues to be challenged as they try 
get her liver to drain properly, and keep her 
from losing fluid and losing weight.  Please 
pray that they get her body stabilized, and that 
her nausea and pain will be eased.  

• After a month at ParkView, Merlin Swanson is 
finally at home, learning to navigate his new 
diet and dialysis regimen. 

• Keep praying for Bill & Mary Augustin as they 
continue the journey of therapy and healing at 
home. 

• Dana Sampson's sister, Jennifer that the Mayo 
specialists can help with her heart issues. 

• Keep praying for Jace Masteller, the four-year-
old son of Jason & Angie who has juvenile 
rheumatoid arthritis and has to have painful 
shots (given by Mom) daily. 

• Pam Christ's brother-in-law, Ralph, is battling 
advanced cancer and asks for prayers. 

Thank You from: 
• Jeanne Vokaty: “Thank you for prayers and 

cards. There were no pre-cancer cells or cancer 
cells. Praise God and thank you Jesus! God bless 
everyone who prayed for me. Thanks again 
church family.” 

• Bill and Mary Augustin: “We want to say a 
heartfelt thank you for all your prayers.  We 
couldn't have gone through this without 
them.  The prayers were answered over and 
over.  And thank you Pastor Bill for your visit 
and Laurie for your updates and concern.  Our 
church family has been the backbone of this 
journey, so many faithful. Thank you.” 

• Craig & Maggie Lilja: “We would like to thank 
all of you for the prayers, love, cards, generous 
deeds, gifts of food, bars for the memorial service 
lunch and support you have shared with us 
following Conor’s death.  In ways that you 
cannot imagine, we have felt God’s arms of love 
through your actions.  We know the journey of 
healing will be a long one, but please know you 
are a part of that journey and we will appreciate 
your support in the time ahead. With deep 
gratitude.” 

• Sarah Buchholtz: “Dear Church Family, thank 
you so much for letting me go to church camp 
this year.  Koronis was very fun and I learned a 
lot more about Jesus and God.  We played games 
and told stories at campfire.  I had an amazing 
time and I hope I can go next year.  Again, I 
thank you my BUMC church family!” 

• Big Waters District: “Thank you to all of our 
generous churches! The love offering received to 
date is at $93,881. This is quite an 
accomplishment! These funds will go far in 
supporting Puerto Rico Hurricane Recovery 
Trips (65 percent), Park Avenue Freedom School 
(20 percent), and the NUMAS Haus (15 
percent).” 

• Thursday Night Womens Big Book Study AA: 
“Thank you for allowing us to use your meeting 
room. We really appreciate it.” 

  



 
 
 
 

Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Jenny Hanson, teaching assistant 

What’s Up in Preschool? 
The summer is flying by and we are 

busy getting ready for the start of another 
preschool year! The rooms are getting a deep-
down cleaning, the paperwork is getting 
organized, materials are getting prepared, and 
staff is busy planning an exciting school year 
for 2018-2019.   

On Wednesday August 1 we will be 
holding an Open House from 6-7pm for all 
families interested in meeting the teachers, 
seeing the classroom and getting more 
information about BUMPreschool.  Let people 
know about it! 

With our excitement for the new school 
year and with our curriculum that we all love, 
there are a few items you could donate to help 
us out.  If you are able to contribute any of 
these items (new or used) we would greatly 
appreciate it!  Drop them off anytime. 

• Circle button magnets 
• C links, (those used for babies)  
• peel and stick google eyes 
• card stock  
• laminating sheets   

Enrollment  for the fall; our 4/5 class 
has 10 students , and our 3 year old class has  6 
of the 16 spots filled, with continuing interest 
and tours taking place.  In telling others about 
our preschool, whether in person or by social 
media, please remember that scholarship 
dollars are offered to those in need who meet 
the criteria, so encourage anyone to apply.  Our 
loving Christian arms want to reach out to ALL 
little people, regardless of economic status, so 
that EVERYONE may experience this same vital 
early childhood education.  Please consider a 
donation to this fund that is currently running 
low, with new requests already in for the 
upcoming school year. 

On August 28 BUMPreschool will hold 
our Orientation Night for parents and their 
preschoolers.  Preschoolers get to meet their 
new friends and teachers with a short play 
time, story time and snack; parents get to meet 
with the director and other parents to gather 
all the important information needed for the 
year.   And then we are ready for the start of 
the preschool year which begins on 
September 7 for the 3’s and September 8 for 
the 4/5’s!   

Melissa Ungaro, Dir. 
 

  
 



Connection Points 
Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 

 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join in the fellowship hall monthly to spend time in fellowship and 
devotions, and to learn more about the missions supported by the UMW.  
 This Month:   No Meeting 
 Program:   Rummage Sale  

    

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 
Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month: on hiatus for the summer 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  Call Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.   

This month: on hiatus for summer – resuming in September 
 

Thursday Gatherings Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, August 2 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able.  Call Paulette for details at:  763-276-7435.   
Currently studying 2 Peter, then will start Revelation. 
       Weekly:  Thursdays at 6:30 pm   

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins May-September at 5:30 pm for food and fellowship.  
Primarily active seniors, but all welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 682-4964.  

  This month: Thursday, August 23rd 
 

Praise & Coffee Every 1st Monday of the month 
Gather at Perkins for coffee, fellowship and a spirit of praise!  All 
welcome – men, women, young or old!  Call Sheryl Lehman at 
763-229-0340.  
 This month: August 6 at 6:00 pm 



 

WE CAN  
BE THE CHANGE  

An All-Church Mission Weekend! 
Friday Aug. 17  

8 am-3 pm   At worksite—to be determined 
4:30-7:00   Hot Dog stand at Cub Foods 

Saturday Aug. 18 
8 am to 3 pm   At work site—to be determined 
4:30-7:00   Hot Dog stand at Cub Foods 

Sunday, Aug 19 
4:30-7:00   Hot Dog stand at Cub Foods 

Sunday Aug. 26 
9:00—1:00 pm  Blood Drive (At Church) 

 

Each day begins at Buffalo UMC, and we will carpool to job sites 
in the Monticello and Buffalo area. You DO NOT have to remain 
at the job site the entire time, and you are also free to join us later 
in the day. To do this simply call Curtis at 763.213.6648 and he 

will provide you with directions.  
 
 

Waterfall of Kindness T-Shirts  
are available again for $13 each.   

Sign up in the entryway! 

Plan a “SCHOOL STARTS SOON” family event 
Get emotionally ready. A new school year can mean a lot of stress for a 
teen and parents alike. Take some time JUST before school starts to relax 

and enjoy an activity together. This will serve as a marker of the coming life-
style change. Talk about the school year coming up and reaffirm with your 

teenager that you are there to help whenever help is needed. Talk about 
things that need to change from the past year, starting fast, and how you will 
help to make it an easier transition.  It is easier to handle stress from     out-

side sources – like school – when you know someone is on your side.  
 

PRAY and GET YOURSELVES TO CHURCH               
Yes it has been summer and we have all let some very important things slide. 

But, and you already know this, the biggest impact you can have on your     
student is to model for them priorities. Let them know that you are praying 

for them and show them what is important through your actions!  

See you Sunday! 

“Where Everybody 
Knows Your Name!” 

CURTIS R. RIECK   

Curtis@buffaloumc.com 
(The guy who should know stuff) 

 
NO DOTS                     NO STARS  

Opportunities for 
short-term  
volunteers  

Be the one to help us 
make this happen!  

 

Putting out an urgent call for 
adult leaders to work with 
others on the team to lead 

our youth groups. We know 
that most people believe 
that helping teenagers is  
valuable. We also know  

that most people just don’t 
think they have the skillset 

or the ability to do it.   
We are looking for 3 people 

willing to step out and try 
something new for just an  

8-week commitment.  
If it becomes something  

you love (and we think that 
it will), AWESOME.  

If you find that it is not your 
thing, no worries. Adult 

leaders serve on a  
“one does what one can” 
basis. We all try to attend  
as often as possible, but  

we do have others to jump 
in when anyone is gone. 

 

A waterfall begins  
with one drop of water.          

ONE act of kindness 
can make a difference.   

  

  



August 2018 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday        Saturday 

 
 
Sunday Schedule 
8:15 am         Joyful Praise Worship 
9:15 am             Fellowship 
9:45 am                  Traditional Worship 

 

1 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
9:30 am Reading in the Park 
6:00 pm Preschool Open 

House 
6:00 pm Supper 
6:30 pm Incredible Faith VBS 
6:30 pm S’More Worship 
7:15 pm Youth Group 
7:15 pm Joyful Praise 

Rehearsal 
 

2 
1:00 pm Thursday’s 

Gathering 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 

 

4 
7:30 am Worship 

Design Team 
Meeting 

9:00 am AA      
 

5 
Holy Communion 
 
7:30 pm  AA (FH) 
UMW Muffin Sunday 
 

6 
9:00 am Commodities 
10:00 am AA 
6:00 pm Praise & 

Coffee 
7:30 pm  AA 
 
 
 

7 
10:30 am  AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Property 

Team Meeting 
7:00 pm Preschool 

Board Meeting 
 

8 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
9:30 am Reading in the Park 
 

9 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 

10 
 

11 
9:00 am AA 
 

12 
7:30 pm  AA 
Rummage Sale Set up 
 
 

13 
10:00 am AA 
6:15 pm BeFrienders 
6:30 pm Parenting class 
7:15 pm Life Happens 
7:30 pm  AA 
Rummage Sale Set up 
 
 

14 
10:30 am  AA 
6:30 pm  Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Leadership 
Team Meeting 
Rummage Sale Set up 
 

15 
5:00-8:00 UMW Rummage 

Sale 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
9:30 am Reading in the Park 
7:15 Joyful Praise 
 

16 
8:00-5:00 UMW 

Rummage Sale 
6:30 pm AA 
     Women’s  Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
Newsletter Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 We Can Be the 

Change 
8:00-noon UMW 

Rummage Sale 
             
      

18 
We Can Be the 

Change 
9:00 am AA 
 

19 
We Can Be the 

Change 
7:30 pm AA 
 

20 
10:00 am AA 
12:30 pm MS Society 
6:30 pm Parenting class 
7:30 pm  AA 
  

21 
10:30 am  AA 
6:30 pm  Weight 

Watchers 
 7:00 pm SPRC 
     Meeting 
 

22 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
9:30 am Reading in the Park 
6:30 pm Saturday 

Awakenings rehearsal 
 

23 
5:30 pm Diners Out at 

Perkins 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 
  

24 
 10:00 am 

Newsletter 
Assembly 

 
 

25 
9:00 am AA 
7:00 pm Saturday 

Awakenings – 
Marienne Kreitlow 
& Friends 

 

26 
Blood Drive 
9:30 am Sunday School 

Teacher Training  
7:30 pm AA 

27 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 pm Parenting class 
7:30 pm  AA 
 
 

28 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm  Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Finance Team 

Meeting 
    

29 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:30 pm Sunday School 

Teacher Training  

30 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 

31 
August is BUMC’s 

month to deliver 
Meals on Wheels. 

Sign up now to help! Call the church 
office 763-682-3538  

 
 



Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional Celebration Service 9:45 

August 5 Rita Varner Otness 

August 12 Sara Gaeth 

August 19 Andrea Dorado 

  

Coffee Server Schedule 
August 5 UEC – Gail Hurley & Jana Reinhart 

August 19 Phyllis Griffith & Mary Johnson 

August 26 Doug & Sherri Clark 

  

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am 
     August 5 
     August 12 
     August 19 
     August 26 
9:45 am 
     August 5 
     August 12 
     August 19 
     August 26 

  

  
Sandy Weldele & Glenda Vidmar 
Jan Heyerdahl & Esther Kiphuth 
Doug & Sherri Clark 
Dean & Pam Croft 
 
Ivan Erickson, Lester Hamann 
Susan Anderson & Mary Johnson 
Linda Bostic & Linda Sherman 
Bob & Chris Highberg 
 

August 12 Doug & Deb Rippie 

August 26 Rebecca Warner 

  

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

September 9 Rally Sunday—Fall Schedule! 

September 12   Confirmation Orientation for all 
adults and 7th/8th graders 

September 16  Confirmation Sunday  

September 22   UMW Big Water Fall Gathering 

September  22  Saturday Awakenings— Jumpin' 
Jehosafats 

September 23  7th Grade Faith Stepping Stone 

September 23   Prayer Journaling Open House 

September 26   Confirmation Sessions Start 

September 29   Wesley Meal 

October 7           UMW Annual Gathering in Hastings 

October 7           World Communion Sunday 

 

August Schedules 

Resources 
Current issues of the Upper 
Room are available in the entry-
way for a nominal donation. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office or use the cards 
available in the fill out the in the 
pew rack.  Turn them in to the 
pastor before services on      Sun-
day morning for inclusion in an-
nouncements. 
 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church office at 
763-682-3538 with prayer    con-
cerns or to be part of the prayer 
circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Call the 
office or place your check for 
$39 in the offering marked 
“flowers” and we will order. 

Please let the church office 
know: 
 If your telephone number,    e

-mail address or mailing ad-
dress change. 

 When a member of your fam-
ily is hospitalized or in need 
of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy Com-
munion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.  

Information 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here’s your opportunity…  

 
 

We Can Be The Change 
COMING Aug. 17-19! 

A waterfall begins with one drop of water. 
ONE life can make a difference. 

Change your world! Get involved! 
Sign-up in the entryway or call Curtis @ 763-682-3538 

 

Memorial Blood Drive 
COMING Aug. 26! 

Make an appointment to save a life. 
Sign-up in the entryway or call the  

Church @ 763-682-3538 
 

 
The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 

Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
Buffalo, MN  55313 

Permit No. 31 

Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone and Fax: 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 

   Find us on Facebook 
 
 

http://www.buffaloumc.org/
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