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Worship Events 
 

Sunday, December 2 
The Real Christmas Story: 

Miracle on 34th Street… 
Rediscovering Hope 

Hebrews 11:1-6 
Holy Communion 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

Sunday, December 9 
The Real Christmas Story: 
How Christmas Changed  

the Grinch…Finding Peace 
 Ephesians 4:26-27, 29-32  

Luke 1:78-79 
 

Sunday, December 16 
The Real Christmas Story: 

It’s a Wonderful Life… 
Experiencing Joy 

Galatians 6:2 
Hebrews 13:1-3 

 
Sunday, December 23 
The Real Christmas Story: 

Elf More, Grinch Less… 
Choosing Love 

Galatians 5:22-23 
Luke 18:15-17 

 
Sunday, December 30 
The Real Christmas Story: 

A Christmas Carol 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Joyful Praise Worship 
8:15 am 

 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:20-10:20 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
10:30 am  

 

 

Getting “Reel” or Getting “Real?” 
Everyone has a favorite Christmas story, whether it’s from a 

movie, a book, or a play. My favorite is A Christmas Carol. It’s such a 
heart-warming story of redemption. But I also especially enjoy the 
fantastic characters, like the ghost of Jacob Marley, rattling his chains 
as he moans, “Ebeneezer Scrooooooge!” Stories like A Christmas Carol 
are complete fantasy, and yet they somehow convey something of the 
real spirit of Christmas.  

On the other hand, sometimes we confuse fiction with fact. For 
example, there’s nothing in the Bible to indicate that we’ll become 
angels who have to earn our wings. Despite all the Christmas cards to 
the contrary, the “wise men” were still as much as  two years away 
from Bethlehem when the choir of angels announced the birth of Jesus 
to the shepherds in the field, and there could just as easily have been 
twelve of them rather than three. The first Christmas was most likely 
in the spring time rather than in the dead of winter. The stable where 
Jesus was born, crowded with animals, a mother giving birth in the 
straw, and a newborn baby taking his first breaths of life, was likely 
anything but “silent” that night.  

I wonder if there’s a way to be “real” about Christmas without 
losing what we love about our “reel” Christmases. Sometimes the 
movies we watch, the advertising we consume, and even our 
romanticized memories of the past, lead us to get carried away with 
unreasonable expectations of Christmas. But a Christmas that stays 
mired in the realities of a dirty barn is missing the great hope that the 
birth of Jesus brought to the world. Sure, Christmas isn’t usually as 
glamourous as depicted in art, but it’s also so much more than 
remembering the birth to an unwed teen in a barn. 

Christmas is about celebrating the undeniable, reality-changing 
fact that God so loved us, that God stepped into creation to show us 
how limitless that love is. In as much as our “reel” Christmases 
celebrate the human response to that gift, let’s keep enjoying them.  
When we celebrate the very best of our humanity- hope, peace, joy, 
and love- we also celebrate the God who gave us those gifts, and the 
Spirit of God that continues to bear them in our midst. So this year, 
have a “real, reel,” merry Christmas and spread those gifts to the 
world!  

Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 



Buffalo United Methodist Church  
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

 
 

Grow in Love of God and Neighbor  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul & mind and 
love your neighbors as yourself    Matthew 22:37-40   
 

Introduce People to Jesus 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all people… ` 

  Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Heal a Broken World  
The spirit of the Lord is upon us to bring good news to the poor 

Luke 4:16-21 
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 Spiritual Growth 
The Real Christmas Story 

We all have our favorite Christmas 
movies, the ones we watch year after year – 
movies that bring friends and families together, 
that inspire us, and that make us laugh. And 
sometimes, they remind us of what Christmas is 
all about – the timeless story of hope, peace, joy 
and love – the birth of a child. This Christmas 
season, through some favorite movie “reel” 
stories, we’ll share the inspiring messages of the 
season leading up to The Real Christmas Story on 
Christmas Eve.  See the insert for details, and feel 
free to pass on to invite a friend to worship! 

Advent Study Starts November 29 
Though on face value, the much-loved 

Christmas story of The Nutcracker has nothing to 
do with Christ’s birth, we’ll explore this story 
through the lens of faith this Advent in our 
Thursday noon-hour study.  We’ll see some 
parallels in Clara’s waiting for Christmas, 
pondering a most extraordinary gift, with the 
world’s anticipation of a Savior.  We’ll see the 
Mouse King’s changing perspective and consider 
what battles, real or perceived, we face in our 
own lives.  
 Please plan to join Laurie Schroeder for 
this unique DVD and discussion Advent study, 
The Gift of the Nutcracker, on Thursdays, 
November 29, December 6, 13, & 20 at noon.  
It’s okay if you can’t make all the sessions.  Bring 
your lunch with if you like!  Sign up in the 
entryway at church.  Books are $12, but 
scholarships are available.   

More Than Just Words… 
 This year we challenge you to let the 
Advent messages of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love be 
more than just words!  Seek to find them for 
yourself, then find ways to offer them to others.  
We’ll have a “message tree” in the fellowship hall 
with ornaments that you can take home with 
you. Some have a specific act of kindness to offer, 
others are blank so you can come up with your 
own ideas.  Either way, take home an ornament 
as a reminder to make these themes “more than 
just words” this season! 

Happy Birthday Jesus Party  
On Sunday, Dec 16 the congregation is 

invited to join Sunday School families in the 
fellowship hall between services at 9:45 to have 
cake and sing Happy Birthday to Jesus!   

Thursday Bible Study Continues 
 Paulette Moore hosts a weekly Thursday 
Bible study at 6:30 pm at her home.  The study 
started with 1st & 2nd Kings, Esther, and Ruth. 

Prayer Journaling January Class 
Sheryl Lehman will offer another three 

session prayer study in January. What a great way 
to start off the New Year with a commitment to 
prayer. Prayer is a gift of communication, freely 
given.  You will receive a free workbook to use as 
you wish.  Join in on this study on January 10, 17, 
and 24.  We’ll offer it daytime or evening, as 
people’s schedules allow. Sign up on the bulletin 
board in the lobby. 

Praise and Coffee Gatherings 
On December 3 at 6 pm Sheryl 
Lehman hosts Praise and Coffee 
fellowship time in the side room 
at Perkins. These gatherings are 
monthly on the first Monday for a 
time of fellowship, fun and coffee 

praising God. Men, women, young, old – all 
welcome!  Bring a friend.  Coffee is optional.  

Life Happens! A Caring Ministry 
Life Happens is a monthly ministry 

where guest speakers share first-hand 
experiences on difficult topics, helping us know 
what to do and what to say to let people know 
we care.  Join us on the 2nd Monday of each 
month from 7:15-8:15 pm.  We meet in the 
fellowship hall for a time of listening, learning, 
caring and dessert.  Come whenever you can.   

 

Monday, December 10, 7:15-8:15 p.m. 
Receiving a Stage IV Diagnosis 

Kris Dirks, presenter 
 
 



Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
Dec. 2 1st Sunday of Advent – Hanging of 

the Greens including communion, led 
by senior High youth and Jesus Rocks 
praise team 

Dec. 9 2nd Sunday of Advent; handbells at 
both services; All-church potluck at 
11:45;  SS program at 1:00 

Dec. 16 3rd Sunday of Advent; Birthday party 
for Jesus between services 

Dec. 23 4th Sunday of Advent 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve – 5:00 & 7:30 
Dec. 30 1st Sunday of Christmas 8:15 & 10:30 

Poinsettias For Sale 
 After the Hanging of the Greens on 
December 2, there will be some extra poinsettias 
available for sale if you wish to take one home or 
deliver to a friend or neighbor.  The cost is $10 
and all profits go toward apportionments.   

Christmas Eve Schedule 
Christmas Eve Services Mon., December 24 
5:00 pm Candlelight Praise Service 
7:30 pm Candlelight and Carol Service  

  

Christmas Offering Designation 
 This year’s Christmas offering will go 
toward our apportionments to the MN Annual 
Conference and greater church.  Just what is 
apportionment?  All Methodist Churches give “a 
portion” so the Church at large can do a lot! 
Think of it as building a community of believers 
who can do more together, than we can do alone.  
Your gift this Christmas pays food and disaster 
relief, for education, ministries and missionaries.  
It reaches across the globe and right here in the 
U.S. to meet needs.  It sponsors scholarships and 

grants to churches just like ours.  Through us, 
God says “I am here.” 

Your generous offerings will help us finish 
the year’s commitments, and any extra funds will 
go toward disaster relief nationally and globally.  
Envelopes will be sent out soon with your 
Christmas letters, and may be brought in through 
December 30.  

 

Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
October 28  147 75 222 
November 4  131 39 170 
November 11 117 89 206 
November 18 139 70 209 
November 25 128 55 183 
 

 

Ministry & Missions  
Christmas Caroling December 16 

Spread some Christmas cheer!  Join us for 
caroling to homebound and care center members 
of BUMC on Sunday, December 16.  The 
tentative plan is to leave church around 3:30 or 
4:00 and return before 7:00 pm.  You do NOT 
have to have a ‘choir voice’…just a desire to 
share Christmas joy and brighten the lives of 
some special people!  See Craig Lilja with 
questions, or with suggestions for a caroling 
stop.  Sign up at church to join the group. 

Operation Christmas Child by Dec. 5 
 Our confirmation families are collecting 
items for Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.  
You’re welcome to join them if you wish to.  A list 
of what to include or not include is available in 
the entryway.  Shoeboxes are provided – drop 
items in the designated box by December 5. 

Attend the Christmas Dinner 
 Our traditional Christmas Day Dinner is 
served at 1:00 pm.  We invite any individual, 
couple or family who is spending the day apart 
from family to come and join us for food and 
fellowship. 



UMW Bake Sale December 9 
UMW hosts a Christmas Bake Sale for 

mission on Sunday, December 9.  All who like to 
make Christmas cookies, breads and candy are 
invited to bring some to sell.  Everyone is invited 
to take home some sweet treats and leave a free-
will donation.  Proceeds will to the Emma Norton 
and other mission projects of the UMW.  

Help Make the Christmas Day Dinner 
Happen This Year! 

There are many ways to support our 
wonderful community Christmas Day Dinner 
outreach ministry – our 22nd annual dinner!!  
Sign-up sheets are now posted at church! 
• Donate food, supplies or cash. (Turkeys 

needed by Dec. 11; other items by 
December 23.) 

• Help cook turkeys on Saturday, 
December 15. 

• Help set up tables on Sunday, 
December 23. 

• Volunteer to work one or more of the shifts 
on Christmas Day.  (See below) 

Christmas Day Dinner Shifts 
Last year we served around 
175 and it takes a lot of helping 
hands to pull off.  Even if you 
could come for just one of the 
shifts, it’s a great blessing!!  
And remember, we encourage 

you to sit down with our guests and enjoy the 
fantastic meal in fellowship.   

We seem to always be short on the clean-
up shift, and it really helps to have a “fresh” crew 
for that, so to spread that out a bit we’ve  added a 
second shift.  We’ll have an early shift get the 
pots and pans washed and then a later shift to 
put food away and clean the dining room. 

Though drop-in help is always welcome, 
it’s most helpful if you sign up in advance so we 
know who’s coming, and so your time is well-
used.  Please sign up as soon as possible.  See 
Laurie Schroeder with questions. Here are the 
shifts on Christmas Day/Eve: 

Pre Potato Peeling (Chr. Eve) 8:30 pm 
Shift 1  Food Preparation  10:00-11:30 
Shift 2 Food Prep & Serving  11:30-2:00 
Shift 3   Dining Room & Set-Up  11:00-1:00 
Shift 4   Clean-Up A (pots/pans etc.) 12:30-2:30 
Shift 5 Clean-Up B (dining room) 2:00 til done 
Driver Pick up guests 12:00 and/or 2:00 

Financial Peace University Classes 
If you weren’t able to participate in the 

FPU classes this fall, but would like to experience 
Financial Peace University, we have a couple of 
membership packets that you could purchase to 
do as a self-study online.  Please talk with Laurie 
if interested.  The cost is $50 (half-off). 

Blankets for Beds  
Thank you to all who 

continue to bring in blankets 
and bedding to donate to the 
Food Shelf.  The need is NEVER-ending, so as you 
find an extra blanket or two in your home, 
remember we accept any and ALL new OR gently 
used blankets/linens.  Place them in the 
“Blankets” box outside of the church office or if 
you need them picked up, call Dianne McLain 
763-682-2260.  

Comfort Choir Available  
If you feel it would be appropriate or 

comforting, there is a small group of people in 
our congregation who would be willing to come 
to your home or to the bedside of someone in 
your family (or a friend) who might be ill or in a 
hospice situation.  These people are willing to 
come…even on short notice…to quietly sing 
hymns and/or praise songs that you feel would 
connect your family member (or friend) to our 
congregation and to the loving arms of 
God.  Please contact Craig at 763-682-1994 or 
763-242-7922 if you ever feel this ministry 
might speak to a special person and their 
family/friends.  And if you’d like to be part of 
singing team also, call Craig as well! 

Frozen Meals Available 
Thanks to our meal cooking crew, we now 

have beef stew frozen and available for you to 
deliver to someone in need of a meal.  Who can 
you think of that would be blessed by a meal 
today? 



United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
 The United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
gathers on Saturday, December 15 at 7:30 am 
for fellowship over a hot breakfast, devotions, 
discussions, and to look for ways to serve our 
church family and community.  This month 
they’ll also cut up and freeze turkeys for the 
Christmas Dinner following the meeting. 
Newcomers are welcome any time!  Contact Ivan 
Erickson at 763-497-1742 if you have questions. 

United Methodist Women Update 
The UM Women invite you to join them 

on Thursday, December 13 at 10:30 am at 
church for their annual Christmas Brunch.  This 
month all are welcome to come enjoy fellowship, 
devotions and a great meal.  Bring a covered dish 
to share (breakfast or luncheon items).  We’ll be 
blessed by the BUMPreschool children singing.  

Adopt a Family for Christmas 
Buffalo Rotary is working with Love INC 

to sponsor the local Adopt-a-Family program.  If 
you, or a group you’re in, want to adopt a family, 
call 612-490-0025 or grab a form off the bulletin 
board by the office.  Let’s fill in the gap to help 
our neighbors in need.   

Nursery Subs Needed! 
Are you interested in volunteering as a 

substitute in the church nursery?  We are looking 
for people to be on a sub list to fill in occasionally 
if Angie is sick or needs a Sunday off.  It won’t be 
very often!  Anyone interested, please call 
Michelle in the church office!  
 

 

Fun & Fellowship 

Singleton Street Concert December 1 
Saturday  
December 1 
7:00 pm 

 The Delano-based Singleton Street Trio is 
back to share their rich bluegrass harmonies and 
fabulous instrumentation with us once again on 
December 1.  They’ve also promised to include a 
Christmas set in the concert!  Mark your calendar 
to join us, and invite some friends along, too, for 
this Saturday Awakenings event.  Refreshments 
follow and a freewill offering will be received. 

December Game Gathering 
The monthly “Game Gathering” is on 

Thursday, December 6 from 1:00-4:00 pm.  
Bring a snack to share if you wish.  Coffee 
provided.  A variety of board and card games are 
played.  Come enjoy a fun afternoon.   

Church Potluck & Children’s Program 
 Come enjoy an all-church potluck on 
Sunday, December 9 at 11:45 am. This is 
before the children’s Christmas program at 1:00 
pm, so stay for a fun program with the kids!  
Barbecues will be provided, but bring a dish to 
go with or go grab a bucket of chicken or salad.  
Enjoy some relaxed fellowship! 

Christmas Movie Day December 16 
Miracle on 34th Street…The Grinch …It’s a 

Wonderful Life…Elf…A Christmas Carol.  
Remember these movie classics?  For the four 
weeks of Advent starting December 2, sermons will 
center around movies with messages of Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love, leading up to “The Real 
Christmas Story” on Christmas Eve.   

As a companion event the Adult 
Discipleship Team will show one of these movies 
(hint: think green…) on Sunday, December 16 at 
11:45 a.m.  Snacks and refreshments will be offered 
while all ages enjoy the movie together.   Come join 
us, and remember, this is a great event to invite 
someone to! 

  



Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Sunday School Update 
December is an important 

month as we teach the Christmas 
story to our children in Sunday 
School classes, worship and 
through the Christmas program.  We hope you 
will be here to take part and share the Christmas 
joy! 

Happy Birthday, Jesus Party! 
On December 16, please join us in the 

fellowship hall at 9:45 to have cake and sing 
Happy Birthday to Jesus!  After enjoying cake, 
the kids will continue the celebration in the back 
of the fellowship hall!  Like the Wisemen that 
brought gifts to Baby Jesus, we invite you to 
bring a wrapped gift of a small box of diapers 
(any size) or baby wipes to donate to the Crisis 
Nursery. 

Jesus Rocks Team Sings in Church  
Our youth praise group Jesus Rocks will 

sing for both the 8:15 AND the 10:30 worship 
service on Sunday, December 2nd for Hanging 
of the Greens.  They will certainly get you in the 
spirit as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior! 

“The Christmas Story” Program 
Our first rehearsal is Saturday, 

December 1 at 9:00am for anyone with 
speaking parts or small group singers.  We 
hope to be done by 10:30, or just after.  

The final full rehearsal is on Saturday, 
December 8 from 9:00-11:00 for all children.  
Preschoolers will be done by 10:00, but we’re 
hoping that kindergartners and 1st graders can 
stay a little longer if they are able.   The program 
is Sunday, December 9 at 1:00 pm, but for 
families staying through we will have a potluck 
at 11:30 am after which the kids can go to their 
classrooms. 

Sunday School Calendar 
Dec 1 Christmas Program Rehearsal 

(Speaking parts/small group singers 
only)   9:00-10:30 am 

Dec 8 Christmas Program Rehearsal . All 
parts & ages - 9:00 am  (Preschoolers 
only stay for one hour) 

Dec 9 Program rehearsal during SS  
Dec 9  Family Potluck (11:45 am  
Dec 9 Family Christmas Activity 12:00-12:30 
Dec 9  Children’s Christmas Program 1:00 pm 

– in classrooms by 12:30 
Dec 16 Happy Birthday Jesus Party in 

Fellowship Hall 
Dec 30 No Sunday School 
Jan 6 Sunday School Resumes 

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation Schedule 
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 pm unless indicated 
Dec. 2 (Sun)Hanging of the Greens 
Dec. 5 Combined Night with Senior High 
Dec. 12 Faith Night – Music with Kendall 
Dec. 19 Focus Night  
Dec. 26 No Class – Winter Break 
Dec. 29 Wesley Meal Service Project 
Jan. 2 No Class – Winter Break 

Confirmation Retreat Jan. 26-27 
 Students, parents and faith partners, 
please note that the Confirmation Retreat is on 
Saturday, January 26.  Mark your calendars!!! 
This is a mandatory event for students.  Faith 
partners spend the entire day with students and 
youth also stay overnight Saturday.  If you have 
not turned in your registration form or payment 
for this event yet, please get it turned in to the 
church office no later than January 9. 

Confirmation Retreat Chaperones  
 Please note that we still need another 
male and female chaperone for the January 26-
27 confirmation retreat to stay overnight with 
the kids at Koinonia Retreat Center in South 
Haven.  You can drive over in the evening.  The 
retreat is a required event for the confirmation 
program.  Please contact the church office if you 
can volunteer for this ministry. 



Ministry Team Reports 

Finance Team Report 
By Dexter Lehman 
If you missed the “Live to Give” 

Consecration Sunday service on November 18, 
there is still time to turn in the financial promise 
card for 2019.  We are thankful for the promise 
cards that have been turned in.  It helps greatly 
to be able to plan how we will finance our 
ministries for the coming year. 

At the end of October income minus 
expenses was at $5,303 for the year.   We are 
hopeful that we may still be able to finish the 
year without dipping into our reserves.   Thank 
you for your faithful giving. 

End of Year Giving Deadline 
 Please note, all 2018 contributions should 
be in by Monday, December 31.  Thank you in 
advance for your faithful giving as we end 2018 
and look to a new year.  Though we are slightly 
behind currently, we hope to close the year with 
all our financial obligations met. 

BUMPreschool Financial Update 
You already know what a blessing our 

preschool has been to area families for a decade, 
but you might not be aware of the challenges the 
preschool has faced financially the past few 
years.  See the article on the BUMPreschool page 
in this newsletter for more details and 
opportunities to learn more about the concerns.  

Church Conference Sunday, Dec. 2 
 There will be a Church Conference to vote 
on the 2019 budget, membership report, 
ministry team members, and other church 
business will take place on Sunday, December 2 
at 9:20 am.  All members of Buffalo UMC are 
welcome to come and vote. Constituents are 
welcome to participate with voice but not vote.  

Visual Identity Launch Dec. 2!! 
 Don’t miss worship on Sunday, December 2 
as our MCCI Re-Branding team will unveil the new 
BUMC logo and visual identity styling which they 
worked hard on for more than a year.  Exciting! 

MCCI Ministry Team Update 
The Adult Discipleship Vision Team is 

looking for 2-3 more people to join their team, 
which arranges discipleship and learning 
opportunities for adults at BUMC - classes, small 
groups, Bible and book studies, speakers, and 
retreats.  Team meets every 4-8 weeks in the 
evening.  To get questions answered or volunteer 
to serve, contact Rita Varner-Otness at 763-682-
5256 or healinghands.dc@bwig.net. 

The Worship Excellence Team will 
partner with the Sunday Schedule and 
Worship Design Teams to work through a 
curriculum called “Building Worship Bridges: 
Accelerating Neighborhood Connections 
Through Worship.” Author of the book, Cathy 
Townley, is our worship design coach. 
 The Social Media Team and the Website 
Design Team are still looking for you!  
  

Our Church Family 

Prayer Matters… 
• Joel Menting is undergoing treatment for 

throat cancer.  Please pray for him and for 
Nancy through this difficult journey. 

• Barbara Norrix’ mother, Lucille King, passed 
away on November 26 at the age of 94 

• Kay Hagen's father, Chris Wood, passed away 
in November.  

• Bill Augustin's mother passed away in 
November following a stroke.   

• Kris Uter is recovering from surgery on 
November 20, which went well.  Please pray 
that she has minimal pain in her recovery. 

• Pat Bowe is still at Abbott NW, so pray for her 
ongoing struggle with pancreatic cancer. 

• Ed Hance continues his chemo treatments for 
a blood disorder, and some days are better 
than others.  Keep praying for him and Erva. 

Celebrations: 
• Prayers of celebration that both Callum and 

Imogen Laudenbach are now home with 
Darrin and Lydea! 

• Prayers of thanksgiving for all who said “yes” 
to serving on a ministry team for 2019!  

mailto:healinghands.dc@bwig.net


 
 
 
 

Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Jenny Hanson, teaching assistant 

What’s Up in Preschool? 
At the beginning of November we had our 

school pictures taken, mid-month we held 
informative parent-teacher conferences, and we 
had our monthly Preschool Chapel time with 
Mrs. McLain, and Debbie Bishop.  We ended the 
month with a field trip for the older class to our 
local Toy Workshop, where we learned about 
their craft of creating and sending to children 
who have little.  We also celebrated 
Thanksgiving with lots of creative turkeys, and 
thankful hearts for God’s many blessings! 

In December we will celebrate Christmas 
with many wonderful songs, crafts, and activities 
of the season!  Hearing the story of Jesus’ birth is 
fascinating for preschoolers, and they love 
playing with the manger scene and all its 
characters.  Our Christmas trees will get 
decorated and undecorated numerous times, and 
our rooms will sparkle with Christmas joy!  We 
will end the month with a short, delightful, 
musical program in the sanctuary for our 
parents, grandparents and anyone who wishes to 
stop by for a “Day Brightener” at 10:00 on 
Thursday, December 20 (3 year olds) and at 
10:00 on Friday, December 21 (4/5 year olds). 

Are you wondering how you can support 
the Preschool?  Our Enhancement Program fund 
helps cover the costs of field trips or to bring 
educational programs, like the Como Zoo; and to 

help pay for our physical education program 
with Gym Nation, this is a huge bonus for the 
kids, teaching fine and large motor skills and 
muscle development.  We also accept donations 
to our tuition scholarship fund, which allows us 
to provide low income families the opportunity 
to be part of our school.   

We do still have room in both our 3 and 
4/5 year class, so please pass the word onto 
friends and family! 

From the staff and students of preschool, 
we wish everyone a wonderful and blessed 
Christmas!   

Melissa Ungaro, Director 

 

BUMPreschool Financial Update 
Our preschool has been a blessing to area 

families for a decade, but you might not be aware 
of the challenges the preschool has faced 
financially the past few years.  Rising costs and 
declining enrollments have resulted in a serious 
cash flow issue, such that the preschool is 
forecasting a loss of approximately $15,000 by 
June 2019.  The BUMC Leadership Team is 
concerned about the ability of our church to 
financially sustain the preschool past the end of 
this school year, and in order to finish the 
current year through May 2019, we will likely 
have to draw significantly on the church’s 
general fund reserves.  Please pray for our 
preschool board, program, staff, and families as 
we discern the best way for us to address this.  

More detailed information will be 
presented at the Church Conference between 
worship services on December 2.  You’re also 
invited to join us at the next preschool board 
meeting on Tuesday, December 4, 7 pm at the 
church if you’d like to discuss the issue further 
and explore solutions. 



Connection Points 
Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 

 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join in the fellowship hall monthly to spend time in fellowship and 
devotions, and to learn more about the missions supported by the UMW.  
 This Month:   Thursday, December 13 at 10:30 pm 
 Program:   Conserving Our Natural Resources, Christmas Program 

 Hostesses: Sara Gaeth, Phyllis Griffith, Nancy Menting, Barbara 
  Sargent, Amy Fouquette, and Paulette Moore    
 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 
Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month: Saturday, December 15 at 7:30 am 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  Call Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.   

This month: Monday, December 24 at 1:00 pm 
 

Thursday Gathering Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, December 6 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able.  Call Paulette for details at: 763-276-7435.  
This year we are studying 1st & 2nd Kings, Esther, and Ruth.  
       Weekly:  Thursdays at 6:30 pm  

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins May-September at 5:30 pm for food and fellowship.  
Primarily active seniors, but all welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 682-4964.  

  This month: On Hiatus until May 
 

Praise & Coffee Every 1st Monday of the month 
Gather at Perkins for coffee, fellowship and a spirit of praise!  All 
welcome – men, women, young or old!  Call Sheryl Lehman at 
763-229-0340.  This month: Monday, December 3 



The Holly, Jolly Joy of Salvation 
Sometimes I feel very much like Charlie Brown, especially this time 
of year.  I desperately want to find the most crowded mall in town, 

get everyone’s attention, and cry out my favorite line from               
A Charlie Brown Christmas: “Isn’t there anyone who knows what 

Christmas is all about???” 

I don’t mean this in a self-righteous, bah-humbug-on-the-other-
holidays sort of way.  This is more rooted in my deep yearning for 

people to know and actually experience what it truly means to 
partake in God’s “peace on whom His favor rests” (Luke 2:14). 

But,  I guess we shouldn’t cry “foul” when we hear “Happy Holidays”  
instead of Merry Christmas. Because sometimes in our efforts to 

take the moral high ground this time of year, we end up trampling 
over (or even on) the very  people Jesus came to earth to save! 

My friends, He came without ribbons. He came without tags. He 
came without packages, boxes or bags! (My apologies to Dr. 

Seuss).  Let’s remember that the High King of Heaven chose to 
exchange His glorious throne for a stinking and reeking cave so we 

could exchange our destiny  of death for eternal life.   

Let’s leave the judgement at home and  go out in the power of the 
Holy Spirit for THE Cause of the gospel and let people witness the 
holly, jolly joy of our salvation in every aspect of our lives. AMEN! 

Dec. 5    Packing boxes for Operation Christmas Child 

Dec. 12    Regular evening in the Youth Room              
(Topic: Hearing God in our friendships)  

Dec. 19    Fruit Basket Delivery Night! 

Dec. 26/Jan. 2    No Youth Tonight! 

  Jan. 9 BUMY Christmas Party!  

COMING IN JANUARY 
Watch for announcements, 
information and sign-ups 

for our   
SUMMER MISSION TRIP! 

 
BUMY would very much 
like to thank Glenda and 

Trevor for their donations 
to our fruit give-a-way! 

BUMY students will 
deliver approx. 150 fruit 
baskets to Buffalo area 

residents who have need.  
 

“Where Everybody 
Knows Your Name!” 

 

CURTIS R. RIECK   
Curtis@.buffaloumc.com 

(Theyguy who should know stuff) 
 

      NO   DOTS               NO  STARS  

  

REMINDER 
Remember to send 
dinner money with 

your students when 
they come on 

Wednesday evenings. 
Pizza ($1 per slice), 

CHRISTMAS GIFT  
EXCHANGE!   
Grades 9-12—SIGN UP on the youth board, get 

dressed up, bring a gift, and enjoy the fun! 



December Schedules

       
 

 

Information 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
Current issues of the Upper 
Room are available in the 
entryway for a nominal 
donation. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office or use the cards 
available in the attendance 
pads to make prayer requests.  
Turn them in to the pastor 
before services on Sunday 
morning for inclusion in 
announcements. 
 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church office at 
763-682-3538 with prayer 
concerns or to be part of the 
prayer circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Sign up 
on the flower chart posted by 
the office, and indicate if you 
will bring your own, or place 
your check for $39 in the 
offering marked “flowers” and 
we will order.

Please let the church office 
know: 
 If your telephone number, 

e-mail address or mailing 
address change. 

 When a member of your 
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy 
Communion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.

 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

January 20            Human Relations Day 

January 20           1st Grade Stepping Stone class 

January 26-27    Confirmation Retreat 

January 27           1st Grade Stepping Stone 
Blessing 

January 27          Cribbage and Chili Contest 

March 2                5th Grade Stepping Stone class 

March 6                Ash Wednesday 
Worship/Supper 

March 3                5th Grade Faith Stepping Stone 
Blessing 

                 

Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional Celebration Service 10:30 

December 2 Natalie Roeser 
December 9 Suzy Smith 
December 16 Darla O’Flanagan 
December 23 Andrea Dorado 
December 30 Dave Gaeth 

Coffee Server Schedule 
December 2 UEC –Dexter & Sheryl Lehman 
December  9 Bonnie Kelly Sr., Bonnie Kelly Jr.  
December 16 Art Peterson & Gail Hurley 
December  23 Jeanne Wermager & Maryann 

Barfknecht 
December 30 Jim & Sandy Tool 

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am   

December  2 
December 9 
December  16 
December 23 
December 30 

10:30 am 
December 2 
December  9 
December  16 
December  23 
December 30 

 
Tim Schwietering, Dave & Pam Sieberg 
Maverick & Laura Gilson 
Laura Gilson & Mike Knutson 
Pam & Dean Croft 
Loren & Jane Van Dorp 
 
Ivan Erickson & Lester Hamann 
Susan Anderson & Jeremy Carlson 
Linda Bostic & Susan Sorsoleil 
Bob & Chris Highberg 
Lester Hamann & Gloria Farwick 



December 2018 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday        Saturday 
Sunday Schedule  
 
8:15 am               Joyful Praise Worship 
9:20-10:20 am      Fellowship & Education 
10:30 am              Traditional Worship 
 

 

1 7:30 am Worship 
Design Team 

9:00 am SS Christmas 
Program Rehearsal 
(Key Roles only) 

9:00 am AA 
7:00 pm Saturday 

Awakenings – 
Singleton Street 

 2    Holy Communion 
First Sunday of Advent 
Hanging of the Greens 
 
9:20 am Church Conference 
6:00 pm Youth Praise Team 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA (FH) 
 

3 
 9:00 am Commodity 

Distribution 
10:00 am AA 
6:00 pm Praise and 

Coffee 
7:30 pm AA 
 

4    10:30 am AA 
 7:00 pm Property Team 

Meeting 
 6:30 pm Weight Watchers 
 7:00 pm Preschool 

Advisory Board 
7:00 pm Property Team 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

5 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
2:00 pm Guest 

Connections Meeting 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 

and Youth Combined 
6:30 pm Handbells  
7:30 pm Praise Team 
 

6 
12:00 pm Advent Bible 

Study 
1:00 pm Thursday Game 

Day 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study 
6:30 pm AA 

7 
 

8 
 9:00 am SS Christmas 

Program Rehearsal 
(All) 

 9:00 am AA 
 
 
 

9   2nd Sunday of Advent 
UMW Bake Sale 
9:20 am Discover BUMC 
11:30 am Potluck 
12:00 pm Family Activity 
  1:00 pm SS Christmas 

Program 
7:30 pm AA 
 

10 
10:00 am AA 
 6:30 BeFrienders 
7:15 pm Life Happens 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 
 
 

11 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight Watchers 
7:00 pm Leadership 

Meeting 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

12 
 8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
  6:00 pm Confirmation 

Faith Night 
 6:30 pm Handbells 
 7:30 pm Praise Team  

13 
12:00 pm Advent Bible 

Study 
10:30 pm UMW 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study 
6:30 pm AA 
 
 
 

 

14 
   

 

15 
7:30 am UMM 
9:00 am AA 
 

16     
3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
9:45 am Happy Birthday 
Jesus Party 
11:45 pm Christmas Movie 
Day 
3:30 pm Caroling 
7:30 pm AA 
 

17 
10:00 am AA 
 7:30 pm AA 

 

18 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight Watchers 
 7:00 pm  Staff Parish 

Team Meeting 
7:30 pm AA 
   
 

 

19 
 8:30 am Weight Watchers 
 6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
 6:00 pm Confirmation-

Focus Night 
 6:30 pm Handbells 
 7:30 pm Praise Team 
 

20 10:00 am Preschool 
Christmas Program 

12:00 pm Advent Bible 
Study 

 5:00 pm Diners Out at 
Perkins 

6:30 pm Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 pm AA 
 
 
 
 

21 
10:00 am 

Preschool 
Christmas 
Program  

 
 
 
 

22 
 9:00 am AA 
 

23 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 
  7:30 pm AA 
 

24    Christmas Eve   
    No Preschool 
10:00 am AA 
 5:00 pm Candlelight 
    Praise Service 
7:30 pm Candlelight 

and Carol Service 
7:30 pm AA                 

25 
No Preschool  
Office Closed 
 
10:30 am AA 
1:00 pm  Christmas Day 

Dinner 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

 

26 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
No Preschool   
No Wednesday Evening 

Activities 
 
 

 
 

27 
  No Preschool 
6:30 pm AA 
 

28 
  No 

Preschool 
  
 
 
 
 

29 
8:00 am Wesley Meal 
9:00 am AA 
 
 
 
 
 
            30 

No Sunday School 
7:30 pm AA 

31 
  No Preschool 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 

 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Don’t Miss” Events 
 
 

Sunday, December 2 
Hanging of the Greens 

Jesus Rocks sings in Worship 
 

Sunday, December 9 
All-Church Potluck 11:45 am 

Children’s program 1:00 
 

Sunday, December 16 
Christmas Movie Day 11:45 am 

 

Monday, December 24 
Candlelight Praise Service 5:00 pm 

Candlelight and Carol Service 7:30 pm 
 

Tuesday, December 25 
Christmas Day Dinner 1:00 pm 

 
The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 

Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 
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Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone and Fax: 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 

   Find us on Facebook 
 
 

http://www.buffaloumc.org/
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