
 

Aside from church, it seems that the only time of year I hear the word “joy” 
used anymore are the days between November 1 and December 31. The 
Halloween candy wrappers hadn’t even been collected from the front yard 
this year before I saw a television actor, decked out in a red vest, strolling 
through artificial snow and singing about how I can experience the joy of the 
season by going Christmas shopping at Marshalls. Is that what joy has been 
reduced to in our culture? Binge spending on Christmas presents? 

The Christmas season is an emotional time for us. Some are excited to see 
children and grandchildren come home. Others are apprehensive about old 
family conflicts. Some are celebrating their first Christmas together. Others 
are dreading a Christmas overshadowed by grief of a loved one lost. 
Students are eager to take a break from the grind of classes and homework. 
Parents are dreading the exhaustion that comes with trying to keep their 
kids busy 24/7 until school starts again. At various times during the 
Christmas season we can be happy, sad, mad, or glad, but do we ever really 
experience joy? 

Joy has a great many meanings in the Bible, but a particular kind of joy is 
associated with Christmas and the Christ child who was born to bring us 
new life. The angel said it best at the beginning of Luke’s Gospel to the 
shepherds in the field, “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all 
people.” (Luke 2:10) The joy of Christmas is first and foremost a direct result 
of the Good News of Jesus coming into the world.  It’s no accident that a 
proclamation of joy is also made at the end of Luke’s Gospel, when the 
disciples of Jesus, having witnessed his post-resurrection ascension, are said 
to have “worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem filled with great joy.”  
(Luke 24:52) At this same time Jesus announced that the Holy Spirit would 
soon be sent, the same Spirit we know would rain down on the disciples like 
fire and bear spiritual fruit in their hearts, including the fruit of joy. 

Sometimes Christians get a bum rap when we faithfully seek joy in the midst 
of trials. That kind of criticism confuses happiness with joy. I seriously doubt 
Mary was very happy about riding a donkey to Bethlehem during the final 
days of her pregnancy. And yet it’s so clear in Mary’s visit with Elizabeth that 
Mary experienced a deep and abiding joy, a powerful feeling and conviction 
that the Holy One had anointed her to bring joy to all people. 

We don’t have to pretend to be happy when we’re not this Christmas season, 
but we are challenged to look beyond our feelings and circumstances to a 
larger reality which gives us context. Disappointment and suffering can’t rob 
us of the good news that God stepped into creation in order to draw us 
close in love. Through faith, we can paradoxically be both sad and joyful at 
the same time.  

It’s not the shopping, or the cookies, or the decorations, or the boxes under 
the tree that fuel true Christmas joy. Remember when Linus had to remind 
Charlie Brown and the others of that fact? True joy is something we choose 
to receive by faith each day when we meditate on and live by the truth that 
“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)  

Advent Blessings, Pastor Bill 
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Has Joy Gone Out of Style? 



Rediscovering the  
Joy of Christmas!  

8:15 Joyful Praise 
10:30 Traditional  

 
Sunday, December 1 

Joy in the Darkness 
Psalm 30:5 

Jeremiah 31:13 
Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, December 8 

Joy in Our Relatives 
Genesis 1:27 

Matthew 1:1-17 
Hanging of the Greens 

Handbells @ both services 
 

Sunday, December 15 
Joy We Can’t Yet See 

Matthew 6:19-21 
Matthew 1:18-24 

Sunday School Program 
(at start of 10:30 worship) 

 
Sunday, December 22 

Joy for the Lowly 
Luke 1:39-44 
Luke 1:46-56 

 
Christmas Eve Worship 
Tuesday, December 24 

5:00 & 7:30 pm 
Good News of Great Joy 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
Matthew 1:18-21 

 
Sunday, December 29 

Curtis Rieck Preaches 

Mission Statement 
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

Office Hours:  (Closed Mondays) 
Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm;  Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

Phone: 763-682-3538 
E-Mail:  Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

Website:  www.BuffaloUMC.org 

   Find us on Facebook 
 

Buffalo UMC is part of the Minnesota Annual Conference  
of The United Methodist Church. 

Staff 
Pastor 
    Rev. Bill Reinhart PastorBill@buffaloumc.com 
Lay Associate Minister 
    Laurie Schroeder Laurie@buffaloumc.com 
Youth Coordinator 
    Curtis R. Rieck Curtis@buffaloumc.com 
Children’s Coordinator 
    Debra Bishop Debbie@buffaloumc.com      
Administrative Assistant 
    Michelle Jones Office@buffaloumc.com  
Bookkeeper  
    Patty Steer Patty@buffaloumc.com 
Custodian 
    Ryan Highberg  
Chancel Chimes Director 
    Jill Starr 
Nursery Attendant  
    Angie Masteller  
 

Leadership Team Members 
Jim Norrix, Member at Large 763-263-5499 
Larry Frink, Member at Large 218-398-1066 
Kris Uter, Member at Large 952-201-5211 
Peter Bedker, Lay Leader 763-276-7435 
Dexter Lehman, Treasurer 763-229-0335 
Martyn Dibben, Finance Chair 763-684-0527 
Dave Sieberg, Property Chair 763-682-4734 
Gail Hurley, Staff Parish Chair 612-559-9659 
Lori Goth, Faith Formation Rep 763-515-3749 
 
 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication for members and 
constituents of Buffalo United Methodist Church.  The deadline for 

newsletter articles is the third Thursday of each month. 
 

Worship About Buffalo UMC 

Church Leadership 

Worship Attendance 
                    Early      Late    Total 
Oct 27 140   45   185 
Nov 3 112   81   193 
Nov 10 142   61   203 
Nov 17  112   49   161 

http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=facebook&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eQ4sgJ2kH8bW7M&tbnid=1dQ1OvpC9F_v8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.copyblogger.com/state-of-facebook-marketing/&ei=P1J5UZyZL4n2qQGqhYCACw&bvm=bv.45645796,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNFdglmyE


 

December Worship Highlights 
Dec. 1 1st Sunday of Advent – Communion 
Dec. 8 2nd Sunday of Advent—Hanging of the 

Greens led by senior High youth and 
Jesus Rocks praise team; handbells at 
both services 

Dec. 15 3rd Sunday of Advent - Children’s 
Christmas Program 10:30-11:00 am 
(beginning of late service) followed by 
Pastor Bills’ message 

Dec. 22 4th Sunday of Advent— Birthday party 
for Jesus between services 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve – 5:00 & 7:30 
Dec. 29 1st Sunday of Christmas 8:15 & 10:30 

with Curtis Rieck preaching 
 

Because of Bethlehem Advent Study 
Because of Bethlehem, we no 
longer have marks on our 
record...just grace.  We have the 
promise that God is always near us, 
always for us, always within us.  
Join Laurie Schroeder for a three 
session Advent study, Because of 
Bethlehem, by Max Lucado on 
Thursdays, December 5, 12, & 19 at noon.  (Only 
three sessions due to a late Thanksgiving.)  There 
is a video with each session, so you can 
participate without reading ahead of time.  Bring 
your lunch with if you like!  Sign up in the 
entryway at church.  Books are $12.  
 

“Faithful” Advent Study on Joseph 
Have you ever wondered 
what it would be like to raise 
a child that was not yours? 
Or even more, to raise the 
son of God?  This Advent we 
will discuss the possible 
feelings of Joseph, earthly 
father of Jesus through the 
book “Faithful – Christmas 

through the eyes of Joseph” by Adam Hamilton.  
A four week study takes place between services 
December 1, 8, 15, & 22 in the conference room by 
Dexter and Sheryl Lehman. Books are $14.   
 

Happy Birthday Jesus Party  
On Sunday, Dec 22 the congregation is invited to 
join Sunday School families in the fellowship hall 
between services at 9:45 to have cake and sing 
Happy Birthday to Jesus!   

Christmas Eve Schedule 
Christmas Eve Services Tues., December 24 
5:00 pm Candlelight Praise Service 
7:30 pm Candlelight and Carol Service  

Christmas Offering Designation 
This year’s Christmas offering designation has 
not yet been decided.  Leadership Team will 
make a decision and it will be included in your 
Christmas letter along with the envelope.  
Christmas offerings may be brought in through 
Sunday, December 29.  
 

Guest Speaker January 26 
Cynthia (CeCe) Terlouw, founder and Executive 
Director of Terebinth Refuge, will speak at BUMC 
between services on Sunday, January 26. 
Terebinth Refuge is a Christ-centered, non-
profit shelter and home for sex-trafficked and 
sexually exploited women, transitioning them to 
a life of health, stability and independence. Mark 
your calendar—more details will follow! 
 

Financial Peace University Class  
We learned during our stewardship worship 
series, “Generosity doesn’t happen by accident.” 
When we are intentional about creating a budget, 
debt reduction, financial savings, investing in the 
future, living simply, and setting goals, we create 
a way toward generosity and peace from 
financial burdens.  The 9-week Dave Ramsey 
Financial Peace University class is a Christian-
based plan that lays out steps to follow for 
financial planning and management. The class 
will be offered at church Thursday evenings 
January 16-March 19 from 6:30-8:00 p.m with 
experienced FPU teachers Randy Whitcomb and 
Pam Sieberg. Open to all connected to BUMC or 
in our community. Cost is $130 per household, 
including class materials, workbook and one year 
Financial Peace membership offering coaching, 
budgeting app, financial tools, and access to 
livestreams. Free child care provided.  Sign up on 
the bulletin board at church and submit payment 
to the church office by January 5, 2020.

Faith Formation—Adults 



Sunday School Calendar 
Dec    8   Coffee Talk for Parents (Rm 109) 
   8 Jesus Rocks sings for Hanging of  
  the Greens at BOTH services. 
 14 (Sat)  Christmas Program rehearsal from 
  9-11am 
   15 Children’s Christmas Program at  
  10:30 am  
 22 Happy Birthday Jesus Party in  
  Fellowship Hall 
 29 No Sunday School 
Jan.   5 Sunday School Resumes 
 12 Coffee Talk for Parents (Rm 109) 
 19 1st Grade Faith Stepping Stone  
  class (during SS) 
 26 1st Grade Faith Stepping Stone  
  blessing (during worship) 
 

Happy Birthday Jesus Party! 
On Dec 22, please join us in the fellowship hall at 
9:45 to have cake and sing Happy Birthday to 
Jesus!  After enjoying cake, the kids will continue 
the celebration in the back of the fellowship hall!   
 

Jesus Rocks sings in Church  
Our youth praise group Jesus Rocks will sing for 
both the 8:15 AND 10:30 worship services on 
Sunday, December 8 for Hanging of the Greens.  
They will certainly get you in the spirit as we 
prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior! 
 

“Coffee Talk” for Parents 
Do you wish you had an easy way to 
meet other  parents at church? Please 
join us in Classroom 109 the second 
Sunday of every month for coffee, 
treats and conversation! Coffee Talk is 
a casual opportunity to make connections with 
other parents, all while the kids are in Sunday 
School! Come every month or whenever you can 
– no attendance taken! We hope you will join us 
on Sunday, December 8. Also, coffee drinking is 
NOT required – tea, hot chocolate and water will 
be provided as well. Please stop by! 

 
“The Birth of Jesus” SS Christmas Program 
We’re trying something new again this year!  On 
December 15, our Christmas program be 
presented during the first 30 minutes of the 
10:30 service!!   It will be a beautiful way to start 
worship!  Pastor Bill will give his message  
following the program to finish the hour of 
worship.  Remember, family members and 
grandparents are very welcome!   Fellowship will 
be during the normal time (9:20 – 10:20) so come 
for coffee and treats, and then plan to stay for 
the program! 
A full rehearsal for the kids is on Saturday, 
December 14 from 9:00-11:00.  More info on the 
program to come!    
 

Confirmation Schedule 

Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 pm unless indicated 
Dec. 4 Faith Night – Music with Kendall 
Dec. 8(Sun) Hanging of the Greens 
Dec. 11 Combined Night with Senior High 
Dec. 18 Focus Night  
Dec. 25 No Class – Winter Break 
Jan. 1 No Class – Winter Break 
 

Confirmation Retreat Jan. 25-26 
Students, parents and faith partners, please note 
that the Confirmation Retreat is on Saturday, 
January 25.  Mark your calendars!!! This is a 
mandatory event for students.  Faith partners 
spend the entire day with students and youth 
also stay overnight Saturday.  If you have not 
turned in your registration form or payment for 
this event yet, please get it turned in to the 
church office no later than January 5. 
 

Confirmation Retreat Chaperones  
Please note that we still need another male and 
female chaperone for the January 25-26 
confirmation retreat to stay overnight with the 
kids at Koinonia Retreat Center in South Haven.  
You can drive over in the evening.  The retreat is 
a required event for the confirmation program.  
Please contact the church office if you can 
volunteer for this ministry. 
 
 

Faith Formation—Children 

Faith Formation—
Confirmation 



Poinsettias For Sale 
After the Hanging of the Greens on December 8, 
there will be some extra poinsettias available for 
sale if you wish to take one home or deliver to a 
friend or neighbor.  The cost is $10 and all profits 
go toward apportionments.   
 

Volunteer at the Christmas Day Dinner 
Last year we served the largest crowd ever at 
around 225 guests!  It takes a lot of helping hands 
to pull off this gift to the community.  Even if you 
could come for just one of the shifts, it’s a great 
blessing!!  And remember, we encourage you to 
sit down with our guests and enjoy the fantastic 
meal in fellowship. 
We seem to always be short on the clean-up 
shift, and it really helps to have a “fresh” crew for 
that, so last year we added a second shift which 
was wonderful!  We’ll have an early shift get the 
pots and pans washed and then a later shift to 
put food away and clean the dining room. 
Though drop-in help is always welcome, it’s most 
helpful if you sign up in advance so we know 
who’s coming, and so your time is well-used.  
Please sign up as soon as possible.  See Laurie 
Schroeder with questions. Here are the shifts on 
Christmas Day/Eve:  
Pre Potato Peeling (Chr. Eve)  8:30 pm 
Shift 1  Food Preparation 10:00-11:30 
Shift 2 Food Prep & Serving 11:30-2:00 
Shift 3 Dining Room & Set-Up 11:00-1:00 
Shift 4 Clean-Up A (pots/pans etc.) 12:30-2:30 
Shift 5 Clean-Up B (food away & dining room) 

2:00 till done 
Driver Pick up guests  12:00 and/or 2:00 
 

Frozen Meals Available 
Thanks to our meal cooking crew, 
we now have lasagna and cookies 
ready and available for you to 
deliver to someone.  Who can you 
think of that would be blessed by a 
meal today? 
 

Blankets for Beds  
Donate new or gently used 
blankets/linens by placing them in 
the “Blankets” box outside of the 
church office or if you need them 
picked up, call Dianne McLain 763-682-2260.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Join this gathering every fourth 
Monday of the month at Arlene 
Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at 1:00 
pm to knit or crochet shawls for 

people who might be homebound, in the hospital, 
grieving, or in other challenging situations.  Call 
Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.  
This month: Monday, December 23 at 1:00 pm. 

Praise and Coffee Gatherings 
Praise and Coffee fellowship gathers 
every first Monday at 6 pm with 
Sheryl Lehman at Perkins. .  The 
group will gather on December2.  
 

Thursday Game Gathering 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1 pm on 
December 5 for playing games and fellowship.  
Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are 
welcome!  Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 
with questions.   
 

United Methodist Women’s Fellowship 
The UMW will have their Christmas 
potluck on on Thursday, December 12 at 
11:00 am at church.  Spouses are welcome, 
as are guests.  If you need a ride, call 

Paulette Moore at 763-276-7435.   
 

UMW Bake Sale December 15 
The UMW will host a bake sale on Sunday, 
December 15 with proceeds going toward 
missions.  If you like to bake, bring something!  If 
you like to eat, stop by the table and leave a 
freewill donation for the treats you choose. 
 

UM Men’s Fellowship 
The United Methodist Men’s Fellowship meets on 
Saturday, December 21 at 7:30 am for hot 
breakfast, fellowship, devotions, and service.  A 
crew will also cook and cut up the turkeys for the 
Christmas Day Dinner following the meeting.  All 
welcome! Call Ivan Erickson at (763) 221-9238. 
 

Women’s Retreat Save the Date!! 
Ladies, mark your calendars now for a women’s 
retreat on April 24-26, 2020 at Camp Koinonia  
with a theme of Caring for Creation and for 
Ourselves.  More details in the months ahead.  

Ministry & Missions 

Fellowship & More 



Finance Team Report 
By Dean Croft 
We’re seeing much colder temperatures lately 
which reminds us the winter season is upon us and 
we’re nearing the end of 2019. October was a good 
month for revenues and expenses. Year-to-date, 
however, our revenues  are short of our budget by 
about $36,000. Watchful spending has kept our 
year-to-date expenses to also be short of our 
budget by about the same amount. 
Apportionments were paid for the month and we 
are current with this obligation. For the remainder 
of the year, the task before us is to finish 2019 with 
generous giving to allow us to meet our goals on 
revenue and to find all our expenses of ministry. A 
sincere “thank you” for all you do for the work of 
Buffalo United Methodist Church.  
 

Church Conference Sunday, Dec. 1 
There will be a Church Conference to vote on the 
2019 budget, pastor’s compensation, membership 
report, ministry team members, and other church 
business on Sunday, December 1 at 9:20 am at 
church.  All members of Buffalo UMC are welcome 
to come and vote. Constituents are welcome to 
participate with voice but not vote.  
 

End of Year Giving Deadline 
Please note, all 2019 contributions should be in by 
Sunday, December 29. Thank you in advance for 
your faithful giving as we end 2019 and look to a 
new year. Though we are slightly behind currently, 
we hope to close the year with all our financial 
obligations met. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation for Christmas 
Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy 
and light, many of us are struggling with the 
heaviness of life—burdens that steal the joy right 
out of our Christmas stockings. Crazy weather 
disasters strike, ravaging peaceful homes and 
interrupting the lives...Tragedy arrives as innocent 
victims suffer, and an inner voice whispers, “Be 
afraid!” We need your peace, Jesus. 
Lord, we still carol the wonderful message, huddled 
beneath winter caps on snow-covered porches, or 
from churches, led by enthusiastic musicians or 
choir members. Yet we confess that our hearts are 
too often filled with wonder of a different kind: 
wondering when the bills will be paid, when the 
terror will stop, when rest will come. Will it ever? Is 
the message still true? 
In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, stir up 
that good news again. This Christmas, make it real 
in our hearts. Never have we needed Your joy and 
peace more than now.  
For those whose hearts are battered by sorrow or 
broken relationships, for those whose lives know 
only conflict and confusion, for those whose bodies 
are tired and tested beyond their ability to endure 
this year—precious Savior, draw them close to You. 
Let them know You are still the same Jesus who 
was born of a virgin, not in a hospital but an animal 
barn, laid in a manger of hay. You are still the One 
sent by a heavenly Father who offered not 
condemnation for our sins, but love and 
forgiveness—and daily, divine fellowship. 
We not only need Your peace and joy; Lord, we 
crave it. You’ve promised rest for the weary, victory 
for the battle-scarred, peace for the anxious, and 
acceptance for the broken hearted—not just at 
Christmas, but every day of every year. 
Release the joy in us that’s been crushed by pride, 
wrong priorities, or world events. Tear down the 
strongholds that have held us captive far too long. 
Extinguish the flames of apprehension that rob us 
of a calm, quiet spirit. Show us again the beauty of 
that holy night so many centuries ago. 
...We choose by faith to make the “good news of 
great joy” a reality in our own lives, so others can 
see us as lighted trees of life, pointing to You this 
Christmas.  
You are still our Joy. You are still our Peace. You are 
no longer a babe in the manger. You are Lord of 
lords and King of kings. And we still celebrate You 
as Lord—this Christmas and always. 
~ Rebecca Barlow Jordan, Crosswalk.com 

Ministry Team Updates 



 
 

ALL STUDENTS  
GRADES 7-12 

are invited to gather 
EACH Wednesday!  

 

PARENT REMINDER: 
Remember to send dinner 
money with your students 

when they come on 
Wednesday evenings.  

Pizza $1/slice; POP .50/can! 
 

Dec. 4  
Hanging of Greens Practice   

Sunday, Dec. 8 
Lead Hanging of the Greens 

Worship Services! 
Dec. 11  

Youth combined 
Dec. 18   

Fruit Basket Delivery Night! 

This December Parents of Senior High Youth 

“Where Everybody  
Knows Your Name!” 

CURTIS R. RIECK 
Curtis@buffaloumc.com 

(The guy who should  
know stuff) 

 

NO DOTS       NO  STARS 

I received this in an email and felt strongly that it was the 
type of thing that should be shared. I hope that it is 
something that motivates you to act in this seemingly small, 
yet powerful, way!  
“I am from Baltimore, Maryland. If you live in Baltimore, it is 
practically a legal requirement to be a fan of Cal Ripken, Jr., the 
legendary shortstop for the Baltimore Orioles. If you’re from 
Baltimore, you remember September 6, 1995—the night Cal 
Ripken played his 2,131st game and broke the 56-year-old Major 
League Baseball record for consecutive games. I was sitting in 
my dorm room, glued to the television. The next morning when 
I checked my email, there was a note in my inbox from my Dad.  

 
Dear Jonathan  
Last night, I watched Cal Ripken Jr. break the big record. He 
was doing a lap around the stadium shaking the fans’ hands 
and celebrating. Then they turned the camera to Cal Sr. in the 
dugout (Cal Jr.’s dad was a coach on the team).  I lost it. I 
started crying, not because of Cal Jr. breaking the record, but 
because in that moment I realized that I have a Hall of Fame 
son that will make more of a difference in this world than any 
broken record could.  I am so proud of the man you have 
become.  I love you. Dad 

 
98 words. That email from my dad contained only 98 words, but 
they were a gift unlike any other I will ever receive. Those 98 
words constituted my father’s blessing, and it will forever 
impact me.”    

 
As we move from the season of things we are thankful for, 
and into the time of gift giving, I challenge you to unleash 
your blessing to those in your house that bring joy, energy,  
and love into your life.  Realize that your words weigh more 
in the hearts of your kids than anyone else's in the world. It 
is a power given to you by God Himself. If you have been 
privileged to have received something like this, then I don’t 
need to explain to you the power of a parent's blessing. If 
you got it, you know how much it means.  
 
I pray that your Christmas will be especially blessed, and 
that you will be a special blessing! 
 
Curtis 

The Power of Words 

GRADES 9-12 CHRISTMAS 

GIFT EXCHANGE! 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

“Don’t Miss” Events 
 

Sunday, December 8 
Hanging of the Greens 
Jesus Rocks sings in Worship 
 

Sunday, December 15 
Children’s program during the beginning of the 10:30 am service 
UMW Bake Sale 
 

Tuesday, December 24 
Candlelight Praise Service 5:00 pm 
Candlelight and Carol Service 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 25 
Christmas Day Dinner 1:00 pm 



Scripture Reader Schedule 
Joyful Praise  Service 8:15 

December 1 Trish Ewer 

December 8 Hanging of the Greens 

December 15 Shelly Garvey 

December 22 Gabriel Dorado 

December 29 Jean Metcalf 

Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional  Service 10:30 

December 1 Traci Lay 

December 8 Hanging of the Greens 

December 15 Christmas Program 
December 22 Natalie Roeser 
December 29 Andrea Dorado 

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am 
December 1 
 
December 8 
December 15 
December 22 
December 29 
10:30 am  
December 1 
December 8 
December 15 
December 22 
December 29 

 
Dave & Pam Sieberg &  
Tim Schwietering 
Josh Bishop & Mike Knutson 
Laura Gilson & Mike Knutson 
Troy & Kathy Hanson 
Loren & Jane Van Dorp 
 
Lester Hamann & Ivan Erickson 
Jeremy Carlson &  
Linda Bostic & Susan Sorsoleil 
Bob & Chris Highberg 
Lester Hamann & Gloria Farwick 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

Jan. 16        Financial Peace University 
Sessions Start 

Jan. 19 1st Grade Faith Stepping Stone 
class during Sunday School 

Jan. 26 1st Grade Faith Stepping Stone 
Blessing in worship 

Jan. 25-26  Confirmation Retreat 
Jan. 26 Speaker from Terebinth Refuge 

for Sex Trafficking Victims 
Jan. 26         Cribbage and Chili Contests 
Feb 26         Ash Wednesday 
Feb 29          5th Grade Faith Stepping Stone 

class 
Feb 29         Wesley Meal 
March 1       5th Grade Faith Stepping Stone 

Blessing 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office, email or use the 
pew response cards to make 
prayer requests for the prayer 
circle or bulletin.  For inclusion 
in Sunday morning 
announcements, turn them in 
to the pastor before the 
worship service. 

 

 

 

Prayer Circle 
If you wish to be part of the 
prayer circle to pray for others’ 
prayer requests, contact the 
church office and you will 
receive emails. 
 

Devotional Resource 
Current issues of the Upper 
Room are available in the 
entryway for a nominal 
donation. 

 

Please let the church  
office know: 
• If your telephone number,     

e-mail address or mailing 
address change. 

• When a member of your 
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

• If you would like Holy 
Communion brought to you. 

• If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.  

Information 

October Schedules 

Coffee Server Schedule 
December 1 UEC – Jim & Barbara Norrix 

December 8 Bonnie Kelly Jr. & Sandy Weldele 

December 15 
Art Peterson, Iona Markley & Gail 
Hurley 

December 22 
Don & Jeanne Wermager, Sarah 
Urick 

December 29 Norm & Kathy Varner 



December 2019 
     Sunday           Monday      Tuesday     Wednesday        Thursday          Friday    Saturday 
1 
Holy Communion 
9:20 am Church 

Conference 
9:20 am Faithful Joseph 

book study 
7:30 pm AA (FH) 
 

2 
9:00 am 
Commodity 
Distribution  
10:00 am AA 
6:00 pm Praise 
& Coffee 
7:30 pm AA 

3 
10:30 am AA  
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Property 

Team Meeting 
7:30 pm AA 
 

4 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
2:00 pm Guest 

Connections Team 
6:00 pm Confirmation 

– Faith Night 
6-7:30 pm Sr. High 

HofG Rehearsal 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Praise Team 

5 
12:00 pm Because of 

Bethlehem Advent Study 
1:00 pm Thursday’s Gathering 
6:30 pm AA Women’s Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible Study 
7:00 pm Disciple Fast Track 

Study 
 
 

6 
 

 

7 
7:30 am Worship 

Design Team 
9:00 am AA 
  
 

8 
Hanging of the Greens 
Jesus Rocks sings in both 

services 
9:20 am Faithful Joseph 

book study 
9:30 am Coffee Talk 
10:25 am Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal  
3-8 pm Rotary Gift Intake 
7:30 pm AA 
 

9 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 

BeFrienders 
7:30 pm AA 
 

10 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Leadership 

Team Meeting 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

11 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation 

& Senior High Youth  
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Praise Team  

12 
11:30 am UMW Christmas 

Brunch 
12:00 pm Because of 

Bethlehem Advent Study 
1:00 pm Thursday’s Gathering 
6:30 pm AA Women’s Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible Study 
7:00 pm Disciple Fast Track 

Study 
 

13 
  

14 
9:00 pm Sunday 
School Christmas 
Program 
Rehearsal 
9:00 am AA 
9:00-3:00 Rotary 
Gift Distribution 

15 
UMW Bake Sale 
9:20 am Faithful Joseph 

book study 
10:30 am Children’s 

Christmas Program @ 
beginning of worship 

7:30 pm AA 
 

16 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

17 
10:30 am AA 
 6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm SPRC Team 

Meeting 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

18 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation 

– Focus Night 
6:00 pm Senior High 

youth  
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Praise Team 

19 
12:00 pm Because of 

Bethlehem Advent Study 
1:00 pm Thursday’s Gathering 
6:30 pm AA Women’s Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible Study 
7:00 pm Disciple Fast Track 

Study 
 

20 
 

21 
7:30 am UMM 
9:00 am AA 
 

22 
9:20 am Faithful Joseph 

book study 
9:20 am Happy Birthday 

Jesus Party 
10:25 am Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA 

23 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 

24 
Christmas Eve 
10:30 am AA 
5:00 pm Candlelight 

Praise Service 
7:30 pm Candlelight 

& Carol Service 
7:30 pm AA 
 

25 
Christmas 
Office Closed 
 
1:00 pm Christmas Day 

Dinner 

26 
6:30 pm AA Women’s Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible Study 
7:00 pm Disciple Fast Track 

Study 
 

27 

 

28 
9:00 am AA 
 

29 
No Sunday School 
7:30 pm AA 

30 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer 
Shawl 
7:30 pm AA 

31 
10:30 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 

 

Sunday Schedule  
Joyful Praise Worship                     8:15 am                 
Fellowship & Education                            9:20-10:20 am      
Traditional Worship                         10:30 am 



 


