
BUMC Weekly Connection—Dec. 31 
This Sunday, January 2 @ 9:00 am  

Also on Buffalo United Methodist Church’s Facebook Page, Twitch & YouTube! 
 
 

This Sunday - Embracing Gratitude as a Way of Life 
We begin with the practice of gratitude because the Christian life 
is most of all a response to the grace we have received. Christian 
community begins in gratitude, is sustained by our promises and 
truthfulness, and is expressed in hospitality. The grace to which we 
respond is expressed in God's welcome to us. 
 

Scripture Reading—  
Let the whole earth sing to the LORD! Each day proclaim the good news that he saves. Publish his 
glorious deeds among the nations. Tell everyone about the amazing things he does. Great is the LORD! 
He is most worthy of praise! He is to be feared above all gods. The gods of other nations are mere idols, 
but the LORD made the heavens! Honor and majesty surround him; strength and joy fill his dwelling. O 
nations of the world, recognize the LORD, recognize that the LORD is glorious and strong. Give to the 
LORD the glory he deserves! Bring your offering and come into his presence. Worship the LORD in all 
his holy splendor. Let all the earth tremble before him. The world stands firm and cannot be shaken. 
Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! Tell all the nations, “The LORD reigns!” Let the sea and 
everything in it shout his praise! Let the fields and their crops burst out with joy! Let the trees of the 
forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. Give thanks to the LORD, for 
he is good! His faithful love endures forever.    1Chronicles 16:23-36 NLT 
 

Next Sunday — Making and Keeping Promises 
Today we have cleaning agents, margarine, and personal- health 
products with names like Pledge, Ensure, Promise, and Depends. 
Despite its importance to most theological and philosophical 
traditions, our moral vocabulary related to fidelity and promising 
has been trivialized, our culture jaded about making and keeping 
promises. How do so many of us continue to make and keep 
promises?  

Sunday Fellowship 
Come and join us for Sunday fellowship . If you're not eating or 
drinking, you're encouraged to wear a mask in the Fellowship Hall. 
We are still encouraging everyone over the age of 2 to wear a face 
covering inside our building so that we may continue to enjoy 
gathering in person.  



 

Coming Up in Ministry 
Jan 1 8:00 am Worship Design (?) 
Jan 2 9:00 am Worship Service with 

Communion 
 10:00 am Fellowship   
Jan 3 9:00 am Commodity Distribution 
 6:30 pm BeFrienders 
Jan 4 7:00 pm Property Meeting 
Jan 5 6:00 pm Confirmation Focus Night 
 6:30 pm Senior High Youth 
 6:30 pm Handbell Practice 
Jan 6 1:00 pm Game Day 
Jan 9 9:00 am Worship Service with 

Handbells 
 10:00 am Sunday School  
 10:00 am Fellowship   
 

Sunday School Classes do not meet this 
Sunday, but resume next Sunday, January 9 at 
10:00 am for children ages 3 through 8th grade.  
 

Thursday Game Day This Week  
Warm up your spirit and enjoy relaxed  
fellowship at our Game Day this Thursday,  
January 6 from 1:00-4:00 pm. Coffee is  
provided, bring a snack to share if you like. A  
variety of games are enjoyed.  
 

Confirmation  
There is confirmation class this Wednesday,  
January 5 at 6:00 pm. If you haven’t turned in  
“The Event” forms and money, they are due next 
Sunday the 9th! If you are in need of a 
scholarship, let the office know.  
 

“The Event” for Grades 7-12 
We will be attending The Event 
at St Cloud First UMC on 
January 15m 1-6pm. 
Registration for the day is $20, 
and we'll do the registration for you as a single 
church. You will receive a registration form by 
mail. Please return it by Sunday, January 9. 
Scholarships are available, if needed. 
 

Plan for a great day that includes: a  service 
project to support local mission partners, a 
Murder Mystery/Life Size Game of Clue, an 
excellent message and a hip hop concert.  

Open House 
Dale and Diane Lay will be 
celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary on January 8th and 
they are inviting everyone to an 
open house at 1-4 pm at the Bison 
Creek in Buffalo. No gifts please, cards are ok. 
 

What Are You Reading? 
Pastor Bill writes the following 
review of Living into 
Community by Christine Pohl. 
As I’ve reflected on what’s most 
important to me in life, and 
what’s most been disrupted by 
the pandemic, it community; 
the community of our church, 
our families, our work places, 
and others. I recently picked up 

this book at the recommendation of my District 
Superintendent. It’s not a new book, but it speaks 
deeply to our created need to be in life-affirming 
community. The main idea here is that Christian 
communities can be more joyful by intentionally 
embracing the community practices of gratitude, 
promise-keeping, truth-telling, and hospitality. 
One of the things I especially appreciate about the 
book is that it not only discusses the Biblical 
witness on these practices, but is also speaks to 
both the opposites of each practice and some 
specific examples of how to strengthen our 
practices. For example, envy is antithetical to 
gratitude, but it can be countered by deepening 
our awareness of the gifts we already have. I’ll be 
preaching on Community in January and making 
use of this book. If you’re interested in reading 
more deeply, the book will be available for 
purchase in the church lobby for $12.00. 
 
 
 
Secure Giving                 Worship Registration 
 

Other Ministry Updates 


