
BUMC Weekly Connection—Dec. 3 
This Sunday, December 5 @ 9:00 am  

Also on Buffalo United Methodist Church’s Facebook Page, Twitch & YouTube! 
 

This Sunday - Mighty God 
What if God were good but weak? Beautiful but powerless? God might 
want to bless us but be unable to. Wouldn’t this God of good intentions 
be a bit pathetic? The prophet Isaiah named our Lord Mighty God, the 
Messiah with both the will and the power to save us. But not all power 
is the same, and Christ’s power to save came through self-sacrifice.  
 

Communion This Sunday 
Our worship this Sunday will also include Holy Communion. In The United 
Methodist Church, all are welcome at the table, as we understand 
Communion to be the gift of Jesus Christ to anyone of any age who desires a 
closer relationship with Him. If you are worshipping at home remember to 
gather your items representing the bread and the wine as we gather in spirit 
around Christ’s table. If you don’t have bread and grape juice, crackers and 
water are a great substitute.  

 

Sunday Scripture  
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me, for the LORD has  anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that captives will be released and 
prisoners will be freed. He has sent me to tell those who mourn that the time of the LORD’s favor has 
come,  and with it, the day of God’s anger against their enemies. To all who mourn in Israel, he will give 
a crown of beauty for ashes, a joyous blessing instead of mourning,  festive praise instead of despair. In 
their righteousness, they will be like great oaks that the LORD has planted for his own glory.  
Isaiah 61:1-3 (NLT) 
 

Next Sunday — Everlasting Father 
Even as we prepare for the incarnation of God, the birth of Jesus, we 
also affirm that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 
The prophet Isaiah named Jesus “Everlasting Father.” But if Jesus is the 
Son of God, and God has adopted us as children, how can Jesus be our 
Father? Don’t worry- it’s all good news!  
 

Indoor Sunday Fellowship 
You’re invited to enjoy coffee and treats in the Fellowship Hall after church while we conduct our 
annual Church Conference. Those who would prefer not to participate join the Church Conference are 
welcome to enjoy their treats in the back fellowship area. 



 

Coming Up in Ministry 
Dec 5 9:00 am Worship Service with 

Communion 
 10:00 am Church Conference 
 10:00 am Sunday School  
 10:00 am Fellowship   
Dec 6 9:00 am Commodities Distribution 
 6:30 pm BeFrienders 
 7:00 pm Property Team Meeting 
Dec 8 6:00 pm Confirmation Combined 

Night w/ Senior High Youth 
 6:30 pm Handbell Rehearsal 
Dec 12 9:00 am Worship Service with 

Handbells and Baptism 
 10:00 am Gingerbread Bash  
 10:00 am Fellowship   
  

Church Conference Today  
The Church Conference scheduled for today, 
after church, has been moved to the Fellowship 
Hall. The purpose of the meeting is to elect our 
leaders for 2022, approve our 2022 budget, and 
have a brief discussion about the state of the 
church. All members of Buffalo UMC are 
welcome to come and vote. Constituents are 
welcome to participate with voice but not vote.  
 

Gingerbread Bash 
Next Sunday, December 
12, after church, we’re 
having a fun Advent 
event for people of all 
ages: The Gingerbread 
Bash! We’ll meet in the back fellowship hall at 
10:00 am, where we’ll listen to Christmas music, 
share some of the Christmas story, and make 
gingerbread nativities (actually, we’ll be using 
graham crackers). You can participate by 
showing up in-person on the 12th or using the 
link to the online curriculum that you’ll find in 
the Connection. You can also sign up in the 
lobby to donate materials to be used in 
constructing the nativity scenes. 
 

Families that will be doing this as an at home 
project will have access to instructions, the 
video, and everything else they need, just Click 
Here. The password is: HOLLYJOLLY (all caps). 
 

Happy Birthday Jesus! 
On Sunday, December 19 you’re invited to join 
our Sunday School students after church for 
birthday cake in the fellowship hall as we sing 
happy birthday to Jesus. In celebration please 
bring your favorite birthday or after school 
snack to donate to the Buffalo Food Shelf. Look 
for the green box in the entry way.  

 

Christmas Eve 
Worship 
Please join us for 
Christmas Eve worship 
this year at 5:00pm. 
We’ll hear the Christmas 

Story, sing some of your favorite Christmas 
Carols, and share the light of Christ by 
candlelight as we sing Silent Night. 
 

Ornament Kits Available 
To help celebrate the 
Advent season, Robin 
Anderson has made 
simple ornament 
construction kits for you 
to take home, each one 
including the names of 
Jesus that we’ll be studying each week in 
worship. The kits for "Mighty God” will be in the 
lobby for you this Sunday. You’ll find new kits 
there on each Sunday of Advent. 
 

Nursery 
Our church nursery is back for children five and 
under and is staffed. You’ll find the nursery on 
the right side of the hallway past the church 
office and restrooms. 
 
 
 
 

Secure Giving                 Worship Registration 
 

Other Ministry Updates 

https://www.gocurriculum.com/gingerbread-bash-parent-portal
https://www.gocurriculum.com/gingerbread-bash-parent-portal


 

What Are You Reading? 
The Adult Disciple Vision Team has asked BUMC 
members to submit reviews of what they are 
presently reading, watching, or studying. In 
upcoming months, you will see a review from an 
individual and we are hoping that this will 
inspire you to also pick up the book, watch the 
movie, or engage in the devotional that is being 
reviewed. Please feel free to speak with the 
person who submitted the review. Also, if you 
would like to submit a review on a book, movie, 
devotional, study, or blog, please send it to Rita 
at ritaraevo@gmail.com as we welcome more 
participation.   
Dale Lay writes the following review. 

I regularly read daily Guidepost, 
and the Upper Room. They have one
-page short stories that many times 
are exactly what I need to read for 
that day.  Included with the stories 
are Bible verses that also can be 
exactly what I need to hear that 
day.  Sometimes they even tie in 

with the previous Sunday's sermon. They really 
are amazing, and each story can be read in a 
minute or so. 
 

Thursday Noon Advent Study   
We'll meet in the Fellowship Hall on 
Thursdays in December from 12pm 
to 1pm to discuss Incarnation - 
Rediscovering the Significance of 
Christmas, by Adam Hamilton. Each 
session will include a short video and 
discussion of a section of the book. There is a 
sign-up on the church bulletin board. Books are 
available for $10.00.  Bring your lunch if you like! 
Please plan to wear a mask when not eating.  
• December 9: The Savior and Our Need for 

Saving 
• December 16: Emmanuel in the Midst of a 

Pandemic 
• December 23: The Light of the World 
 

Sanctuary Team Update 
Following the accidental damage to our 
sanctuary carpet, a Sanctuary Team was formed 
(Robin Anderson, Jeremy Carlson, Jerry Ford, 

Collin Gravely, Gail Hurley, Ottie Otness, Gerry 
Starr, Jane Van Dorp and Rita Varner-Otness). 
The good news is that our insurance company 
has agreed to fully fund (minus our deductible of 
$2500) new carpet and its installation in the 
entire sanctuary. Carpet replacement is to start 
after the first of the year and due to insurance 
requirements must be completed by March 12, 
2022. Expenses for this project will be paid with 
insurance money, donations, and nonbudget 
funds. Besides carpeting, the team will also 
explore updates to seating, lighting, and 
painting. Please feel free to contact any of the 
team members with questions. 
 

Why Celebrate Advent? 
This Advent season Pastor Bill is 
devoting his sermon messages to 
the names of Jesus. We have 
chosen a companion Advent 
devotional titled, Unwrapping the 
Names of Jesus. Following is a 
review of this devotional. The 
books are available at church on the entry 
bulletin board. The cost of the book is $9.50. 
 

Most Christians agree that Christmas is all about 
Jesus, yet most of us spend little time preparing 
our hearts to celebrate Him.  In Unwrapping the 
Names of Jesus, the author, Asheritah Ciuciu, 
leads readers through the four weeks of Advent 
(Hope, Preparation, Joy, and Love). Each week 
begins with an interactive family devotional that 
equips readers to celebrate Advent together.  It 
offers five daily reflections that focus on that 
week's name of Jesus. And included are 
suggestions for fun-filled family activities or 
service projects. This devotional can be used by 
readers in their own personal worship times or as 
a tool to engage in family worship during the 
busy holiday season. Participants will gain a 
greater sense of awe and wonder at who Jesus is. 
By focusing on the person and character of Jesus 
throughout the Advent season, readers will 
prepare their hearts so that when they admire the 
live nativity, sit in the candlelight service, or 
wake up on Christmas morning, they can join the 
faithful who sing from the bottom of their hearts, 
"O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!" 

Other Ministry Updates 

mailto:ritaraevo@gmail.com

