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8:15 am • Joyful Praise Worship   10:30 am • Celebration Worship  
Coffee Fellowship & Education • 9:20-10:20 am 

Every year as our first graders experience their faith stepping stone on 
prayer, I’m reminded that prayer continues to be difficult, mysterious, 
intimidating, or otherwise elusive for a large number of churchgoing adults. 
In fact, there are times that prayer is difficult for me as well. It’s embarrassing 
because we know that Jesus prayed, commanded us to pray, and left us with 
many examples of prayer in the Bible, including the Lord’s Prayer. If prayer is 
such an important way for us to connect with God, then what are we to make 
of ourselves when we feel like we can’t pray or we simply don’t know how? 

If that’s ever been you, then allow me to offer you some grace. The 
purpose behind prayer is to establish and deepen our relationship with God 
and God’s work in the world. God doesn’t expect, or even prefer, the elaborate 
prayers that pastors often write for Sunday morning worship. Just as God 
would rather receive a sacrifice of mercy and justice than a fortune of 
diamonds and gold, God is pleased by honesty and sincerity of prayer more 
than eloquence. Still more good news: There are infinite ways to pray, and 
you can spend a lifetime trying them all out, or stick with what works for you! 

Theologian Francois Fenelon advised what is for many people the most 
natural of all ways to pray. “Tell God all that is in your heart…its pleasures 
and its pains, to a dear friend.” I realize that not everyone finds it easy to 
express their thoughts and feelings to another person, but the beauty of 
prayer is that you don’t even have to speak out loud if you don’t want to. 

Martin Luther wrote what is almost impossible for pastors to do: “The 
fewer the words, the better the prayer.” Prayer doesn’t have to be a long 
monologue. I’ve heard these kinds of prayers called “arrow prayers.” Just say 
what’s on your mind, as simply as possible.  

One of my favorites is a prayer of surrender, where I let my mind take an 
inventory of the people, possessions, and situations that I most value or are 
most anxious for and turn them over into God’s capable hands. The famous 
missionary E. Stanly Jones saw this as a fundamental basis for all prayer.  

John Bunyan, author of The Pilgrim’s Progress, wrote that “The best 
prayers have often more groans than words.” I find that encouraging, because 
although I am person who loves words, there are many times when what’s 
moving in my heart goes beyond what I can say with words. Cries of the heart 
can be prayers to God, a kind of prayer every human being can engage in. 

Praying the Bible is one of my favorite ways to listen to God.  Find a short 
passage of scripture, read it through, paying attention to a word that jumps 
out. Stop and reflect on that. Then rinse and repeat, allowing your mind to 
wander as the Spirit of God leads you through and around that Bible passage. 

Prayer was never meant to be intimidating. God invites you to draw 
closer, to share your heart and to hear the heart of God. How that works for 
you is likely to change over time and in different seasons of your faith. Don’t 
be afraid to experiment with different ways of praying. If you’re honestly 
seeking God, then you can’t pray incorrectly. That’s what Jesus meant when 
he said, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who 
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” (Matthew 
7:7-8). So starting seeking, knocking, and asking. God is waiting for you. 

    Pastor Bill 

 

Lord, Teach Us to Pray 



Worship Times 
8:15 Joyful Praise 
10:30 Traditional  

 
Sunday, February 2 

What I Really Wanna Know: 
What is God’s Plan  

for My Life? 
Curtis R. Rieck Preaching 

Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, February 9 

An Easy Swing 
Matthew 6:24-34 

James 4:14 
Handbells @ late service 

PS-1st Graders Sing @ late 

 
Sunday, February 16 

Find the Fairway 
Matthew 7:13-14 

John 14:6 

 
Sunday, February 23 

The Truth Behind the Truth 
John 8:32 

Curtis R. Rieck Preaching 
2nd-6th Grade Sing both 

services 

 
Wednesday, February 26 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
6:30 pm 

Mission Statement 
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

Office Hours:  (Closed Mondays) 
Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm;  Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

Phone: 763-682-3538 
E-Mail:  Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

Website:  www.BuffaloUMC.org 

   Find us on Facebook 
 

Buffalo UMC is part of the Minnesota Annual Conference  
of The United Methodist Church. 

Staff 
Pastor 
    Rev. Bill Reinhart PastorBill@buffaloumc.com 
Lay Associate Minister 
    Laurie Schroeder Laurie@buffaloumc.com 
Youth Coordinator 
    Curtis R. Rieck Curtis@buffaloumc.com 
Children’s Coordinator 
    Debra Bishop Debbie@buffaloumc.com      
Administrative Assistant 
    Michelle Jones Office@buffaloumc.com  
Bookkeeper  
    Patty Steer Patty@buffaloumc.com 
Custodian 
    Ryan Highberg  
Chancel Chimes Director 
    Jill Starr 
Nursery Attendant  
    Angie Masteller  
 

Leadership Team Members 
Jim Norrix, Member at Large 763-263-5499 
Larry Frink, Member at Large 218-398-1066 
Kris Uter, Member at Large 952-201-5211 
Peter Bedker, Lay Leader 763-276-7435 
Dexter Lehman, Treasurer 763-229-0335 
Martyn Dibben, Finance Chair 763-684-0527 
Dave Sieberg, Property Chair 763-682-4734 
Gail Hurley, Staff Parish Chair 612-559-9659 
Lori Goth, Faith Formation Rep 763-515-3749 
 
 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication for members and 
constituents of Buffalo United Methodist Church.  The deadline for 

newsletter articles is the third Thursday of each month. 
 

Worship About Buffalo UMC 

Church Leadership 

Worship Attendance 
                    Early      Late    Total 
Jan 5 105   59   164 
Jan 12 91   54   145 
Jan 19 93   33   126 
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We’re Teeing Off this February! 
To get our minds off of snow drifts this month, 
we’ll spend some time on fairways and greens in 
in our February worship series “Hooks and 
Slices.”  Someone once said of golf that it was “a 
good walk spoiled.” If you’ve ever played the 
game, perhaps you can relate to that quote. You 
won’t have to be a golfer to appreciate how golf 
swings and golf courses are a great metaphor for 
our spiritual lives. We’ll learn golf tips like 
humility, habit, and holiness. We’ll get a better 
understanding of what Jesus meant by the 
“narrow gate” with some of the most challenging 
fairways and greens in our lives.  And we’ll have 
fun with a putting green and your own golf score 
cards to keep track of your game. Are you tired 
of constantly hitting hooks and slices in life? 
Learn from the Master and get your game on! 
 

Upcoming Worship Events 
Feb. 2 Holy Communion, Curtis Rieck preaches 
 Park View Care Center Worship with 

Pastor Bill at 2:00 pm 
Feb. 9 Handbells play and PS-1st graders sing 

at 10:30  service 
Feb. 23  Curtis Rieck Preaching; 2nd—5th 

graders sing at both services 
 

Ash Wednesday is February 26 
Ash Wednesday is the beginning 
of the season of Lent, the 40-day 
preparation period for Easter 
(not including Sundays).  In 
worship that evening we will 
receive ashes on our bodies as a 
sign of mourning for our sins, a 

sign of our mortality, and a sign of our great 
need for the saving work of Jesus.  Worship is at 
6:30 pm, preceded by a congregational supper 
at 6:00 pm.  This service is always a powerful 
way to begin our Lenten journey. 

New “Christianity 101” Discussion Group 
Do you have basic questions about the how and 
why of Christianity, church, or the Bible that 
you’re either embarrassed to ask or never found 
the right group in which to ask them? Now’s your 
chance! Craig Lilja is convening an informal 
conversation group on Sunday, February 2 
between services where you can explore basic 
questions about what it means to follow Jesus. 
There is no formal curriculum, although you are 
encouraged to bring your favorite Bible. Don’t 
have a Bible? No problem! The emphasis of the 
group will be a mutual exploration of our faith 
together (rather than a formal teaching of 
traditional church doctrine). Join us for the first 
session on February 2 where we’ll get introduced 
and decide some of the topics we want to 
explore, then we plan to meet the first Sunday of 
each month through May. Pastor Bill is available 
to join the conversation occasionally. Talk to 
Craig to learn more. 
 

Wednesday Lenten Meals Schedule  
Feb. 26   Handbells serving sloppy joes 
March 4 UEC serving tacos 
March 11 Meals Ministry 
March 18  Youth serving pancakes 
April 25   UMM serving egg bake 
April 1  Women of Faith in Action 
 

Women’s Retreat April 24-26 
The planning committee is putting together a 
meaningful and fun women’s retreat at Camp 
Koinonia, South Haven for April 24-26. The 
theme is Caring for Creation and for Ourselves. 
The cost is $150 which includes a shared room 
for two, all meals provided, activities and retreat 
speaker/leader.  This will also be a time to relax 
and connect with other women.  A flyer with 
more details will be available soon and 
registration begins March 1. There is room for 30 
women, and priority will be given to BUMC 
women first, but then guests could be invited. 
Visit with planning team member Tracy Daleiden, 
Sheryl Lehman, Pam Sieberg, Glenda Vidmar and 
Rita Varner-Otness with ideas or questions!  

Gospel of Mark This Lent! 
This year for Lent we’ll be focused on the Gospel 
of Mark—in worship, on Wednesday evenings 
with a video series and study options for small 
groups.  Watch for details on this 7-week Gospel 
of Mark study which starts the week of March 1! 
 

Faith Formation—Adults 



Sunday School Topics 
This year the older Sunday School students will 
be learning about some of the less familiar 
stories in the Bible while the younger kids will be 
sticking with the traditional ones!  Here are 
“other” themes for each week of February. 
Feb. 2—Jesus sends demons into swine Mark 5:1-

20 
Feb. 9— Jesus visits Zacchaeus Matthew 28:16-20 
Feb. 16—Jesus talks to a Samaritan women John 

4:7-42 
Feb. 23—Jesus cures on the Sabbath John 9:1-41 
 

“Coffee Talk” for Parents 
Do you wish you had an easy way to 
meet other  parents at church? Please 
join us in Classroom 109 the second 
Sunday of every month for coffee, 
treats and conversation! Coffee Talk is 
a casual opportunity to make 
connections with other parents, all 

while the kids are in Sunday School! Come every 
month or whenever you can – no attendance 
taken! We hope you will join us on Sunday, 
February 9. Also, coffee drinking is NOT required 
– tea, hot chocolate and water will be provided as 
well. Please stop by! 
 

Fifth Grade Faith Stepping Stone Blessing  
Older elementary students are ready not only to 
receive Holy Communion in worship, but also to 
understand it more deeply, learn how to prepare 
it, and assist in offering it to the congregation.  
Each year we invite 5th grade students and their 
parents to a Saturday morning class exploring 
the meaning of the Lord’s Supper through 
scripture study and bread baking.  Students who 
may have missed in past years or are new to the 
church are also welcome to attend with an 
adult.  The class is Saturday, February 29 from 
9:00-11:30 am. Students then serve communion 
in worship on Sunday, March 1.  Invitations have 
been sent to our current SS students, but call the 
office if you know of others interested. 

Sign Up for Summer Camp! 
Even though it’s chilly outside, 
it exciting to start thinking 
about Summer Camp!  The 
April Easter offering will again 
be used to pay for half of 
camping fees so our children 
and youth can experience a UM camp without 
financial strain, as fees can seem overwhelming. 
All children and youth attending Methodist 
camps will have half of the registration cost 
covered by BUMC.  This is also a great way for us 
to support our UM camping programs at the 
same time!   
Pick up a camping brochure at church or go 
online to https://minnesotaumc.org/get-
involved/camping-retreats/ to register for the 
camp of your choice. Then complete our BUMC 
camping form and return it to church so we can 
pay the other half.  First-time adult campers at 
UM camps also qualify.   
 

Sunday School Calendar 
Feb 9  Preschool – 1st graders sing in church  
 Coffee Talk for Parents 
Feb 23  Children Sing at BOTH services – 2nd – 
 5th graders 
Feb 29  5th Grade Communion Class (Sat.) 
Mar 1  5th Grade Faith Stepping Stone Blessing 

& Serve Communion 

Confirmation Schedule 
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 pm unless indicated. 
During Lent, confirmation students will have 
dinner at 6:00 and confirmation class 
immediately following.  
Feb 5 Focus Night  
Feb 12 Faith Night  
Feb 19 Focus Night  
Feb 26 Ash Wednesday Service —

attendance required 
Feb 29 Wesley Meal Service Project 8:30 

am 
 

Faith Formation—Children 

Faith Formation—
Confirmation 



Deliver Meals on Wheels this February 
February is our month to 
provide drivers for Meals on 
Wheels delivery in Buffalo!  We 
need three drivers every day, 
and the meals are picked up at 

the Community Center in Buffalo at 10:45 am, 
Monday-Friday only.  NOTE the new pick-up 
time!!  Please check your calendar and sign up at 
church if you can help out.   
 

Help with the Wesley Meal February 29 
Every fifth Saturday throughout the year we 
gather confirmation students, parents, faith 
partners, and others from church to share good 
food with good people at the Wesley Church in 
Minneapolis.  We’ll prepare either a hot meal or 
bag lunch, and also serve a dessert of either 
white cake or cookies.  Watch for the details at 
church and sign up to serve or bake dessert! 

Frozen Meals Cooking on February 1! 
On Saturday, February 1 a meal-making crew 
will make soups – both to support the Youth for 
Soup-er Bowl Sunday as well as to add to our 
frozen meals supply. If you would like to join in 
on the fun, you are still welcome to join us! On 
deck will be pea soup and turkey noodle soup! 
There is still a sign-up sheet in the entry if you 
would like to donate supplies. 
 

Soup-er Bowl Fund Raiser 
On Sunday, February 2 youth will sell soup that 
you can take home for your game day spread.  
Profits will go toward our We Can Be the Change 
summer mission event. 
 

Donations for Terebinth Refuge  
On January 26 we were blessed to hear how God 
is working in the lives of previously trafficked 
and exploited women and their children at 
Terebinth Refuge in Waite Park, MN.  Founder 
CeCe Terlouw shared how the Christ-centered 
shelter and home helps women transition to 
independent and healthy lives. Now we have the 
chance to participate in this ministry! BUMC will 
collect new items for Terebinth Refuge 
throughout the month of February. There is a list 
of items to donate in this newsletter and in the 
entryway at church. May God richly bless the 
women and children at Terebinth through your 
generosity!  

Frozen Meals Available 
With all of the cold weather, doesn’t meat loaf 
sound delicious? We have meatloaf and mashed 
potatoes in the freezer for you to deliver to 
someone in need! Who could you bless with the 
gift of a meal? 
 

Help Form a New Women’s Group! 
Are you a woman looking to make a difference in 
the world? Join Debbie Bishop between services 
(9:40 – 10:20) on February 2 to brainstorm ideas 
for a new mission-focused women’s group.  Bring 
your creativity and help Debbie form this group. 
One idea is to meet quarterly to complete some 
sort of service project, but the details will be 
worked out together! John Wesley invites us to 
“Do all the good we can” so let’s do some good!! 
Help make changes in the world, no matter how 
big or small, one step at a time! 
 

Blankets for Beds  
Donate new or gently used 
blankets/linens by placing them in 
the “Blankets” box outside of the 
church office or if you need them 
picked up, call Dianne McLain 763-682-2260.  
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Join this gathering every fourth 
Monday of the month at Arlene 
Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at 1:00 
pm to knit or crochet shawls for 

people who might be homebound, in the hospital, 
grieving, or in other challenging situations.  Call 
Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.  
This month: Monday, February 24 at 1:00 pm 
 

Make a Difference in the Life of a Teen 
Would you be a light for a teenager in foster 
care?    You can be the difference in a teen’s life 
before they age out of foster care and have to 
make it on their own.  You can guide, model, and 
teach them skills to become a thriving adult.  If 
you have even an inkling of interest, consider 
attending the upcoming child foster care 
orientation on February 11 from 6:30-9:00 pm at 
the Wright County Law Enforcement Center 
(3800 Braddock Ave NE, Buffalo) Room S2021A.  If 
you can’t make the session, contact Marisa 
Ferguson at 763-682-7484 or 
marisa.ferguson@co.wright.MN.US .  

Ministry & Missions 



 
Love Songs Old and New 
Saturday, February 15 
7:00 pm 
 
The next Saturday Awakenings concert will be 
on Saturday, February 15 at 7:00 pm with The 
Heart Strings (John Hagen, Kellie Strub and Bob 
Strommen), along with some friends from 
BUMC.  Don’t miss this night of fun music as 
they share favorite love songs, old and new, 
flowers and chocolates just for you!  Mark your 
calendar now, and if you have a sweetheart to 
bring, mark their calendar, too since it’s 
Valentine’s weekend! 
 

Praise and Coffee Gatherings 
Praise and Coffee fellowship gathers 
every first Monday at 6 pm with 
Sheryl Lehman at Perkins. .  The 
group will gather on February 3.  
 

Thursday Game Gathering 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 
1:00 pm on February 6 for 
playing games and fellowship.  
Bring a favorite game and snacks.  
All are welcome!    
 

UM Men’s Fellowship 
The United Methodist Men’s Fellowship meets on 
Saturday, February 15 at 7:30 am for hot 
breakfast, fellowship, devotions, and service. All 
are welcome! Call Art Peterson at (763)972-9928. 
 

Volunteer for General Conference 2020 
Volunteering at the United Methodist General 
Conference on May 5-15, 2020 is a tremendous 
opportunity to see the UM connection up close 
and to extend hospitality to all who attend from 
around the world. The primary goal is to extend 
radical hospitality to guests so that they feel 
welcome and safe and can focus their full 
attention on participating in the gatherings and 
discerning God’s vision and direction for our 
denomination.  Volunteer shifts are three hours 
each and can work up to two shifts each day. 
There are also opportunities to help with General 
Conference preparation and transportation prior 
to and after the event. To choose your volunteer 
position choices log on to gc2020welcome.org. 

Finance Team Report 
By Martyn Dibben 
Welcome to a new year and the end of an earlier 
decade! Winter is cold, but Minnesota is better 
off than many other places. The 2019 budget 
closed with a positive balance of around $1,500 
meaning no reserves had to be tapped! And the 
2020 budget likewise increased by just under 
$1,500 and should also perform well. End of year 
giving helped meet needed goals, and the special 
Christmas offering of $7,616 enabled both a local 
gift in support of the upcoming Feed My Starving 
Children meal packing event at Delano UMC, and 
apportionments to be paid in full. Through your 
faithful giving all the ministries of our church are 
fulfilled.  However, it is our history that income 
lags the expenses January-February, then catches 
up in March-April. You can better BUMC’s cash 
position by allowing your gifts to be regular and 
consistent through electronic giving, which acts 
to smooth out monthly fluctuations in ability to 
pay bills. 
 

 
• Our first graders received their Faith Stepping 

Stone Blessing and prayer books January 26.  
They are:  Megan Boverhuis 

Aliyana Davis 
Oliver Eckenrode 
Isaac Larson 
Nathan Roeser 

• We celebrate the two-year commitment of 
our confirmation faith partners year round, 
but especially as they participate in our 
January Confirmation Retreat.  Our gratitude 
to all students, parents and these fabulous 
faith partners:  Julie Bedker, Brian Gilson, 
Gloria Farwick, Lori Goth, Troy Hanson, Chris 
Highberg, Gail Hurley, Mike Knutson, Barbara 
Sargent, Dexter Lehman, Loren Van Dorp and 
Chris Wurtzberger.  

• If you haven't walked down our education 
wing or been in the church library recently, 
check it out!  You will see the bright newly 
painted walls!  Things continue to get 
spruced up, so thanks to all our hard working 
painters! 

Fellowship & More Ministry Team Updates 

Celebrations 



BUMC’s 

Shower of Love  
for  

Terebinth Refuge  
February 2020 

 
We were blessed on January 26 to hear how God is working in the lives of previously 
trafficked and exploited women and their children at Terebinth Refuge in Waite Park, 

Minnesota.  Terebinth founder CeCe Terlouw shared how the Christ-centered shelter and 
home helps women transition to independent and healthy lives.  Now we have the chance to 

participate in this ministry!  BUMC will collect new items needed for Terebinth Refuge.  Items 
from the list below can be brought to the church through the month of February.   May God 

richly bless the women and children at Terebinth through your generosity! 

Most needed 
Deodorant 
Napkins 
Laundry soap 
Liquid hand soap 
Ground Coffee 
Coffee Creamer (dry) 
Snacks (small chip bags, snack mixes, 
breakfast bars, etc) 
 
Food Supplies 
Cereal 
Pasta (any kind) 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Mac and  Cheese (boxed) 
Ramen Noodles 
Canned tomatoes 
Canned meat 
Spices/Seasoning 
Crackers 
Tortilla Chips 
Soft and Hard Taco Shells 
  
Gifts Cards 
$5.00 or greater, to places like:  
•Kwik Trip,  
•SuperAmerica, 
•Target 
•Walmart 
•Walgreens  

Arts/Crafts supplies 
Blank Canvases 
Acrylic paints (black and white especially) 
Paper for card making 
Card blanks 
Glue sticks 
Tape dots 
Stencils 
Gel Pens 
12x12 scrapbook paper 
Adult Coloring Books 
 
Other Needs 
Plastic ware 
Sticky Notes 
Plain White Binders (½-inch, 1-inch, 1.5-inch) 
Envelopes (all sizes) 
Storage Bins (all sizes) 
Zip Lock Baggies (all sizes) 
Garbage Bags 
Tin Foil 
Plastic Wrap 
Sanitizer wipes 
  
  



We’re Better Together – Status of the United Methodist Church 
As many of you know, Minneapolis will host the General Conference of the United Methodist Church this 

May 5-15.  As it approaches you’ll be hearing increasing sound bites on the session and the denomination’s 
struggles regarding same-sex marriages and the ordination of those with nontraditional gender identities and 
sexual orientations.  To help cut through some of the misunderstandings and confusion, I have listed below 
what has been decided, what has been proposed, a best guess as to what may happen going forward, and what 
you should do in the meantime. As you read this and hear more news, I echo the calls of our bishop to stay fo-
cused on our mission of loving God and loving our neighbors.  

Decided.  Two key decisions were made in the last year:  Globally, a Special General Conference (SGC) of 
the UMC voted to reinforce the Church’s affirmation of the traditional model of marriage and sexuality, in-
creasing prescribed penalties for individuals violating the terms of our Book of Discipline. Locally, the Minne-
sota Annual Conference (MAC) decided last summer to reject the decision of the SGC and adopt an aspirational 
vision for the church which moves in the opposite direction. That is, the MAC intends to fully affirm and in-
clude persons of all gender identities and to affirm same-sex marriages. Ordination decisions will be made on 
criteria other than sexual orientation. Basically, this means our Annual Conference has elected to practice civil 
disobedience after decades of attempting to legislate on these issues with the General Conference.  Other UM 
church conferences have been doing so for years. 

Proposed.  Many United Methodist groups have been conferencing in attempts to find a way forward in the 
aftermath of the SGC.  Most recently, a group of notable representatives met with a lawyer and drafted the 
Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace through Separation. This is basically a “divorce settlement” proposal between 
the constituent conferences in the UMC like ours which desire to move the Church in a progressive direction, 
and those with a traditional leaning. Contrary to what the media are reporting, this is far from a decision to 
split. Rather, it’s one of many groups who have drafted a proposal they hope to present to the General Confer-
ence. Only time will tell what actually is decided in May.  [Separate from this action, one of the largest groups 
of UM traditionalist churches in the United States, The Wesley Covenant Association, has published a draft of a 
new version of the Book of Discipline, intended to be the altered covenant rules that this group would live un-
der should they split from the UMC.] 

Possible Futures.  In my mind the best possible future for the UMC would be for the General Conference 
to revive the “One Church” proposal from last year, allowing for us to remain together as one church, but with 
different local expressions of who we are. I don’t think that’s likely to happen. A second possible future would 
be the adoption of the protocol I described above. If that happened, all UM Conferences would be required to 
vote (probably in  the summer of 2021) on whether they want to remain within the UMC with the provision for 
more progressive expressions of our faith, or to separate.  

Conferences voting to leave would retain their property and be awarded a financial grant to establish a new 
denominational governance structure. Minnesota would certainly choose to remain affiliated with the UMC. 
Following that vote, all local churches including BUMC would remain in their present annual conferences by 
default, unless a local church vote is held to the contrary.  My best estimation is that Buffalo UMC would 
choose to remain, and that we could make that decision through consensus conversation at some level without 
having to endure the divisiveness of a vote. 

What You Should Do.  1) Keep loving your neighbor, loving your sisters and brothers in the church, and loving 
God. That mission has never changed. 2) Pray for church leaders and that the Spirit of God may redeem what 
has become an ugly witness to a watching world. 3) Focus on what’s right by serving as a volunteer at the Gen-
eral Conference in May. You may sign up at https://gc2020welcome.org   4) Keep perspective. The Christian 
church has endured two millennia of mergers and splits and disagreements, but somehow God continues to 
advance the mission of transforming and healing the world. 5) Be a critical consumer of media, refusing to buy 
into the drama that so many outlets generate in order to get your attention. 

I still believe that we’re better together as United Methodists, and I believe God can, has, and will continue 
to redeem the hurtful messes we tend to create. Stay focused on your faith and ministry, and let the church 
leaders sort out the legislative tangles.  Always remember, “Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, 
they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. ...And 
now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13) 

Pastor Bill 

https://gc2020welcome.org


 
 

ALL STUDENTS  
GRADES 7-12 

are invited to gather 
EACH Wednesday from 

6:00-7:30 pm!  
 

PARENT REMINDER: 
Remember to send dinner 
money with your students 

when they come on 
Wednesday evenings.  

Pizza $1/slice; POP .50/can! 
 

Feb. 5   The Bible 
Feb. 12   The Bible 
Feb. 19  New look at 

Communion   
Feb. 26   Ash Wednesday 
March 4  Making sandwiches 

for homeless    

Watch for announcements, 
information and registrations 

for our   

SUMMER  
MISSION TRIP! 

This February Parents of Senior High Youth 

“Where Everybody  
Knows Your Name!” 

CURTIS R. RIECK 
Curtis@buffaloumc.com 

(The guy who should  
know stuff) 

 

NO DOTS       NO  STARS 

There sure are a lot of 
expectations for Valentine’s 
Day. With that in mind I 
don't know whether this is 
funny, or stupid, or what, 
but the longest love letter 
ever written was sent by Marcel de Leclure to his 
sweetheart, Magdalene de Villalore, in 1875. It said "I 
love you" 1,875,000 times, one thousand times the 
date. Before you say, "That's really romantic!" let me 
tell you that he hired somebody to do the actual 
writing for him. 

Anyway, someone, probably a Hallmark employee, 
decided that February 14 would be the day to declare 
and demonstrate your love to that special someone. 
Cards, flowers, and chocolates caught on quickly and 
became a near requirement, even for preschool 
children. But what gets lost in finding the perfect card 
or gift is the very essence of what love is and how we 
can best share that with those around us. 
 
I Corinthians 13 is the famous Biblical love chapter in 
Christian circles and beyond. It’s beautiful because it 
describes the kind of perfect love that God has for us 
and through him we are able to love our spouses, 
children, extended family, co-workers, fellow students 
and neighbors this same way. It’s an active love; a love 
that is more committed to that person than our own 
feelings at the time. Gift giving isn’t even mentioned 
because this love, God’s perfect love, is worth so much 
more than anything money could ever buy. 
 
A great gift to yourself, and those you love, might be 
to read over this passage, then ponder what aspects of 
love are your strengths? Weaknesses? Knowing 
yourself is a key step in change because you'll know 
precisely what you need to work on! 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Mark your calendar…  
 

Jesus in the Gospel of Mark Lent Series   

 
Ash Wednesday, February 26 

Supper 6:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday Service 6:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesdays 
 March 4—April 1 



Scripture Reader Schedule 
Joyful Praise  Service 8:15 

February 2 Sheryl Lehman 
February 9 Del Smith 

February 16 Rachel Dorado 
February 23 Jim Norrix 

Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional  Service 10:30 

February 2 Tracy Lay  
February 9 Brenda Lenz 
February 16 Dianne McLain 
February 23 Barbara Sargent 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

March 1 5th Grade FSS Blessing 

Mar 4- Apr 1  Wednesday Lenten Dinners & 
Gospel of Mark Series begin 

March 8       Discover BUMC 

March 22       One Great Hour of Sharing/ 
UMCOR Sunday 

March 29       Park View Care Service 

April 5            Palm Sunday 

April 9            Holy Thursday 

April 10           Good Friday 

April 12          Easter Sunday 

April 25-26 Women’s Retreat 

April 29         Handbells play at Annandale   

May 2             Saturday Awakenings— 
Mariénne Kreitlow 

  

Devotional Resources 
Current issues of the 
Upper Room are 
available in the 
entryway for a 
nominal donation. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office or use 
the cards available in 
the pews to make 
prayer requests.  Turn 
them in to the pastor 
before services on 
Sunday morning for 
inclusion in 
announcements. 
 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church 
office at 763-682-3538 
with prayer concerns 
or to be part of the 
prayer circle. 

Please let the church 
office know: 
• If your telephone 

number, e-mail 
address or mailing 
address change. 

• When a member of 
your family is 
hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral 
care. 

• If you would like 
Holy Communion 
brought to you at 
your residence.  

• If you know of 
someone in the 
congregation that 
could use a 
delivered meal.  

Information 

February Schedules 

Usher Schedule 
Joyful Praise  Service 8:15 

February 2 Troy & Laura Carter 

February 9 Brian Gilson & Zach Bishop 
February 16 Troy & Laura Carter  
February 23 Dennis & Tracy Daleiden 

Usher Schedule 
Traditional  Service 10:30 

February 2 Ivan Erickson & Lester Hamann 
February 9 Linda Bostic & Susan Sorsoleil 
February 16 Bob & Chris Highberg 
February 23 Susan Sorsoleil & Iona Markley 

Communion Helper Schedule 
February 2 Joyful Praise  Service 8:15 

Assistant Andrea Larson 

Server Kady Sturm 
Server Kris Wurtzberger 
Server Jan Heyerdahl 

Server Mike Knutson 

Communion Helper Schedule 
February 2 Traditional  Service 10:30 

Assistant Jerry Ford 
Server Linda Bostic 
Server Susan Anderson 
Server Marcia Wilson 
Server Kris Uter 

Coffee Serving Schedule 

February 2 
UEC Dave & Dana Sampson 
Peter & Barbara Sargent 

February 9 Jane & Loren Van Dorp 
February 16 Norm & Kathy Varner 

February 23 
Tyler & Ashley Lindeman,  
Bonnie Kelly Jr.  



February 2020 
    Sunday     Monday  Tuesday      Wednesday Thursday        Friday       Saturday 

Sunday Schedule  
 
8:15 am               Joyful Praise Worship 
9:20-10:20 am     Fellowship & Education 
10:30 am              Traditional Worship 
 

 

1 7:30 am Worship 
Design Team 

9:00 am AA 
9:30 am Meals 

Ministry Soup 
making 

 

2    Holy Communion 
Curtis Rieck Preaches 
9:20 am Christianity 

Discussion 
9:40 am Women’s 

Group Gathering 
2:00 pm Park View 

Service 
7:30 pm AA (FH) 
 

3 
9:00 am 

Commodity 
Distribution 

10:00 am AA 
6:00 pm Praise and 

Coffee 
7:30 pm AA 
 

4     
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Property 

Team 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

5 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
2:00 pm Guest 

Connections Meeting 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Focus Night 
6:30 pm Handbells  
 

6 
1:00 pm Thursday 

Game Day 
6:30 pm AA 
7:00 pm Disciple 

Fast Bible Track 
Study 

7 
 

8 
9:00 am AA 
 
 
 

9    
9:30 am Coffee Talk 
10:25 am Jesus Rocks 

rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA 
 

10 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 BeFrienders 
7:30 pm AA 
 

11 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm 

Leadership 
Team 

7:30 pm AA 

12 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:00 pm Confirmation 

Faith Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Praise Team  

13 
6:30 pm AA 
7:00 pm Disciple 

Fast Bible Track 
Study 

 
 

 

14 
   

 

15 
7:30 am UMM 
9:00 am AA 
7:00 pm Saturday 

Awakenings – 
Heart Strings & 
Friends 

 

16     
7:30 pm AA 
 

        

17 
10:00 am AA 
 7:30 pm AA 

 

18 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Staff 

Parish Team 
Meeting 

7:30 pm AA 
 

19 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:00 pm Confirmation-

Focus Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Praise Team 
 

20  
6:30 pm AA 
7:00 pm Disciple 

Fast Bible Track 
Study 

6:30 pm AA 
 

21 
 
 
 
 

22 
9:00 am AA 
 

23 
10:25 am Jesus Rocks 

rehearsal 
  7:30 pm AA 
 

24     
10:00 am AA 
 1:00 pm Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 
7:30 pm AA                 

25 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
 7:00 pm Finance 

Team Meeting 
7:30 pm AA 

26 Ash Wednesday 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Lenten Meal 
6:30 pm Confirmation-

Focus Night 
6:30 pm Sr High Youth 
7:30 pm Praise Team 

27 
6:30 pm AA 
7:00 pm Disciple 

Fast Bible Track 
Study 

 

 
 

29 
8:00 am Wesley 

Meal 
9:00 am AA 
9:00 am 5th Grade 

FSS Communion 
Class 

            

 


