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Worship Events 
 

Sunday, January7 
Beyond Hero Worship 

Matthew 2:7-11 
Luke 11:27-28 

Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, January 14 

Beyond Signs and Sin 
1 Kings 10:1-9 
Luke 11:29-32 

Human Relations Offering  

 
Sunday, January 21 

Beyond Darkness 
Isaiah 60:1-4, 19-21  

Luke 11:33-36 
3rd Grade Faith Stepping 

Stone Blessing 

 
Sunday, January 28 

Beyond Appearances 
Romans 2; 25-29 
Luke 11:37-41 

 
 

Sunday Schedule 
(Starting September 10) 

 
Joyful Praise Worship 

8:15 am 
 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:20-10:20 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
10:30 am  

 

 

Life Beyond Belief 
Now that Christmas has come and gone, what’s next? Is Christmas 

something we celebrate in December and then forget in January, or can the 
story that began on Christmas morning change our lives? Too often we 
hear about Emmanuel (God with us) at Christmas, but when January rolls 
around, we’re thinking more about paying off the VISA bill than about 
deepening our faith. This month we’ll meet that problem head on in 
worship as we seek the transformed life in Christ, a life beyond simply 
believing in God. 

It’s possible to know some of the Bible stories, know the Lord’s 
prayer, and know some facts about the church, all without knowing the 
freedom that comes from surrendering one’s life to God. It’s possible to be 
a Sunday School teacher or an usher without ever having your heart 
“strangely warmed,” to borrow the words of our founder, John Wesley. 
It’s possible to be baptized, confirmed, and a member of a church without 
experiencing the faith-stretching presence of the Holy Spirit, sometimes 
comforting, sometimes convicting, but always loving.  

God wants more for us than just a casual understanding of 
Christianity and a ritualistic repeating of the regular church behaviors 
we’ve all come to expect. Life with Christ isn’t just about what we 
understand in our heads and what we’ve done in the past. Jesus came to 
set us free to live, not just believe. He came to open possibilities, not just 
settle for what we have now. He came to provide an experience and a 
future that is beyond what we can imagine. 

This month we’ll dive deeply into God’s Word to reclaim the 
freedom we can find in being a follower of Jesus; to reclaim a Life 
Beyond Belief.  We’ll go “Beyond Hero Worship,” seeing anew through 
the eyes of faith that we are all apostles, ministers sent out with equal 
standing before the Holy One. We’ll go “Beyond Signs and Sin” as Jesus 
challenges the lies that keep us chained. We’ll go “Beyond Darkness” 
with the light of Christ as we align our own thoughts and feelings with 
those of God. We’ll go “Beyond Appearances,” as we learn to open our 
hearts to the transformational love of the Holy Spirit. And finally, we’ll go 
“Beyond Fear,” coming face to face with the uncomfortable truth that 
God calls us on a mission that we often find inconvenient and 
uncomfortable. 

Are you ready for a faith-stretching journey to start the new year? 
Join us for worship and find out! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 



 

 Spiritual Growth 
New Year Devotionals 
 Start the new year right by making time for 
a daily/weekly devotional.  There are many online 
devotionals out there these days, so it’s pretty easy 
to find one that can inspire you.  A couple you 
might want to check out can be found at: 
www.upperroom.org/devotionals  (UM based) 
www.maxlucado.com   
www.guideposts.org  (men’s or women’s available) 
 A weekly one that is nice is Sabbath 
Moment by Terry Hershey at  
www.terryhershey.com/sabbath-moment  

Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
Jan. 7 Holy Communion  
Jan. 14 UM Human Relations Offering 
Jan. 28 Faith Stepping Stone 1st Graders 

Human Relations Offering 
We will receive the Human Relations 

special offering on Sunday, January 14.  This 
offering supports neighborhood ministries 
through community developers; provides 
community advocacy in the United States and 
Puerto Rico through the United Methodist 
Voluntary Services; and works with at-risk youth 
through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation 
Program.  This is one of six annual UM special 
offerings. 
 

Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
December 3  189 64 252 
December 10 144 79 223 
December 17 163 66 229 
December 24  137    209    82 428 
 

Ministry & Missions  
Meals on Wheels Reminder 
 Don’t forget that February is 
our month to provide drivers for 
Meals on Wheels delivery in Buffalo!  
Check your calendar and watch for 
the sign-up sheets posted this 
month in the entryway. 

Help Make Soup on February 1 
 Debbie Bishop has scheduled a soup 
making day for Thursday, February 1 at 9:30 
am.  We will be making soup for the Frozen 
Meals ministry as well as helping the youth with 
their “Soup-er” Bowl Sunday.  A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board, so please sign up 
and let us know if you’d like to help.  We will also 
have a donation signup sheet for supplies soon.  
If you’ve wanted to join us, but never have 
before, now’s the time!  It’s not only a great gift 
to others, but a fun time of fellowship as well. 

Christmas Day Dinner Report 
 Including guests and 
volunteers, we served around 
160 people at this year’s 
dinner.  Thanks to everyone 
who helped in any way with 
food donations, decorating, 
setting up, cooking, serving 

and clean-up.  When you see Del & Suzy Smith 
and family, be sure to thank them because this 
couldn’t happen without fabulous head cooks!  
They not only managed the kitchen with calm 
and order, but this year stayed far longer than 
they should have, helping with clean-up as we 
were quite short on clean-up help. 

Many of our guests expressed their 
appreciation for having a place to go to enjoy a 
wonderful meal and not be alone.  We don’t have 
to go far to serve others in the name of Christ! 
It was also a special blessing to have Matt 
Stephen here helping at the dinner.  Matt was the 
inspiration for our very first dinner 21 years ago 
and it was a joy to have him here helping. 

 

http://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
http://www.maxlucado.com/
http://www.guideposts.org/
http://www.terryhershey.com/sabbath-moment


New Caring Ministry – Life Happens! 
When Life Happens!  What do you say? 

Sometimes when people experience difficult 
circumstances, we may end up saying the wrong 
thing.  Other times we are a true blessing.  Or 
how many times do we say nothing at all and 
avoid the topic altogether?   

Life Happens is a new monthly ministry 
session where we will bring in guest speakers to 
share first-hand experiences on topics we all too 
often avoid, even though we care.  You are 
invited to join us on the 2nd Monday of the 
month from 7:15-8:15 pm beginning in January 
2018.  We’ll meet in the fellowship hall for a time 
of listening, learning, caring, and dessert.  You 
may join us for one month, or every month, and 
bring a friend if you wish.   

 
January Life Happens:   

Miscarriage – What do I say? How can I help? 
Monday, January 8, 2018 

7:15-8:15 p.m. 
The February and March dates and topics are 
also set: 

February 12 – Panic Attacks 
March 12 - Bankruptcy 

 
Other potential topics are divorce, loss of a child, 
stage IV diagnosis, infertility, and more.  If you 
have any questions, topic ideas, or want to help 
with this ministry, contact Bonnie Kelly or Dave 
and Tammy Jacobs. 

Women’s Retreat “Save the Date” 
We’re going to hold another Women’s 

Retreat, thanks to our Adult Discipleship Vision 
Team!   Save the dates of April 20, 21 & 22, 
2018 on your calendar!!  We’ll gather at Bug-
Bee-Hive Resort on Lake Koronis in Paynesville, 
with guest speaker Kristen Christenson on 
Changing your Physical, Spiritual & Soul’s DNA. 

More information to come after the first 
of the year.  We look forward to you joining us. 
Call Tracy Daleiden 763-238-4220. 

Frozen Meals Available 
 Thanks to our meal cooking and assembly 
crew, we now have ravioli lasagna frozen and 
available for you to deliver to someone in need of 
a helping meal.  Who could you bless with the 
gift of a meal? 

Blankets for Beds 
The cold weather is just 

around the corner.  It’s a great 
time to clean out your closets 
and donate gently used blankets, bedding and 
towels for local distribution.  Or perhaps for the 
holiday season, you’d like to buy some items to 
donate.  If you need items to be picked up, please 
contact Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260. 

Love INC Needs Your Help 
If you are looking for a new volunteer 

opportunity in 2018, Love INC-Big Woods can 
assist you! We have a variety of ways you can 
help out – either on a regularly scheduled basis 
or a flexible schedule of your choosing. This can 
be done as an individual, a family or a small 
group. Our current volunteer needs include: 
Intake phone worker, transportation help, 
furniture delivery, Thrift store sorters, 
merchandisers, cashiers, people to do minor 
household or car repair and event planners for 
fundraisers. Call 763-682-2550 for more 
information.  Be a part of what God is doing in 
our community!  

Coffee Hour Offerings 
Please continue to support our church 

budget and Guatemalan coffee farmers and their 
families as you’re able, by finding the coffee hour 
fellowship basket on the side counter each 
Sunday.  Thank you! 
 

Fun & Fellowship 

Phil Heywood 
Saturday 
January 20, 7 pm  

 

 For our next Saturday Awakenings 
concert, we welcome back singer and acoustic 
guitar extraordinaire Phil Heywood.  Phil has 
won national fingerpicking competitions and has 
a rich baritone voice that makes for easy 
listening!  Come enjoy the evening with us, and 
invite a friend along.  Refreshments follow; 
freewill offering received.  

 



Confirmation 

Confirmation Schedule 
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 pm unless indicated 
Jan 3 No Class – Winter Break 
Jan 10 Faith Night – Partners God’s Word 
Jan 17  Combined Youth/Confirmation Night 
Jan 24 Focus Night – Teachings of Jesus 
Jan 27-28 Confirmation Retreat at Koinonia 
Jan 31 Focus Night – Miracles of Jesus 
 
Confirmation Retreat Jan. 27-28 
 Students, parents and faith partners, 
mark your calendars now for the Confirmation 
Retreat on Saturday, January 27.   Faith 
partners spend the entire day with the students, 
and youth also stay overnight Saturday.  This is a 
mandatory event for students.  If you have not 
turned in your payment for this event, please 
turn it in no later than January 10. 

Confirmation Retreat Chaperones  
 We currently have Kelly Stokes scheduled 
to chaperone the January 27-28 confirmation 
retreat, but still need two male and one female 
adults to stay overnight with the kids.  You can 
drive over in the evening.  The retreat is located 
at Koinonia Retreat Center in South Haven and is 
a required event for the confirmation program.  
Please contact the church office if you can 
volunteer for this ministry. 

 

Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Sunday School Update 
by Kris Carlson 

Thank you to the children, 
teachers, volunteers and church staff 
who made the Christmas program 
possible! What a wonderful day it 
was!  The Sunday School program 
will continue to focus on the basic or traditional 
stories of the Bible. Teachers and staff agree they as 
well are learning from the curriculum!  In January 
the focus will be on Jesus as a child, John the 

Baptist, the Temptation of Jesus and the Twelve 
disciples. It has been wonderful to see children of 
different ages share the similarities of what they are 
learning in Sunday school! Thank you for 
continuing to bring your children to Sunday 
school...it is important for them to stay connected to 
their Buffalo United Methodist Church! 

First Grade Faith Stepping Stone 
Our first graders and their parents will 

learn about prayer in a Faith Stepping Stones 
class during Sunday School hour on Sunday, 
January 21.  Parents and teachers will soon 
receive a letter in the mail about this special 
opportunity to learn about prayer together. 
 Then on Sunday, January 28 students 
will receive a congregational blessing during 
worship and a special prayer book gift from the 
church to remind them what prayers are, why 
we pray and all the different prayers there 
are.  Parents, please make a special effort to 
attend.  Any students in 2nd grade who did not 
attend last year are also encouraged to attend, 
but please notify the church office of your plans. 

 

Sunday School Calendar 
Jan. 7 Sunday School resumes 
Jan. 7 Jesus Rocks rehearsal 
Jan. 21 1st Grade Prayer Instruction Class 

(during SS) 
Jan. 21 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal 
Jan. 28 1st Grade Faith Stepping Stone 

Blessing 
 

Ministry Team Reports 

Pledges for 2018 
 Your offering pledge for 2018 is your 
commitment to God through the church.  Thank 
you to everyone who has made giving a spiritual 
priority for the coming year.  It’s not too late if 
you have not yet completed an estimate of giving 
card.  We will happily accept them in January. 

Offering Envelopes Available 
 Offering envelopes for 2018 are in the 
entryway at church for those who requested 
them.  If you want envelopes for 2018, write 
your name on the request sheet in the church 
entryway and take them home today.   



Warm up your winter and help raise money for 
our summer mission events!  Fun for all ages!! 

Chili Cook-Off & 
Cribbage 

Tournament 
Sunday, January 28 

11:30 am - 2:30 am 
 
It’s our annual Cribbage Tournament and Chili Cook-Off!!  As always, 

you can participate in one or more of the following ways:  
 

• Simply come and eat!  Even if you don't enjoy chili, there will be soup and 
crackers available. Enjoy a meal and some good company. 

• Play in the one-day cribbage tournament. No one is eliminated from play 
and all games will be finished at the same time, with a winner declared by 
2:30 pm. 

• Enter a pot of your favorite chili in the Chili Cook Off 
Contest for a chance to win the Golden Ladle Award.  

• Vote on the best chili - Come sample the different chili 
recipes and vote by placing quarters or dollar bills in the 
bucket next to your favorite.  The chili earning the most cash will be 
declared the winner and All Church Chili Champ. 

• Bring your favorite board games for any age and enjoy playing with 
others. 

 

All proceeds will support this year's summer mission events, including 
“We Can Be the Change.”  

Please pre-register for the cribbage tournament or chili cook-off. 

  



Our Church Family 

Review Us on Google 
 We recently updated our 
Google listing for the church and 
we’re hoping that you might take 
a minute to go online and write a 
review of BUMC! 

Prayer Matters… 
• Tammy Jacobs was diagnosed with breast 

cancer and will have surgery on January 11.  
Please pray for peace and that the cancer is 
defeated.  Tammy has a Caring Bridge site if 
you wish to read more details. 

• Please keep praying hard for Emma Mutterer, 
Barb’s granddaughter in Texas, who is 
miserably sick and feverish with a sinus 
infection.  She was scheduled for a second 
round of chemo on January 2 for ovarian 
cancer, but they aren’t sure she’ll be able to 
have it.   

• Also, Pat Bowe experienced a fall on 
December 26 and hit her head as she went 
down.  She was thankfully not seriously 
injured, so both prayers of thanksgiving, and 
ongoing prayers for healing are appreciated. 

• Pray for Joe Kalway who had prostate surgery 
before Christmas, and is still going through 
chemotherapy.   

• Please pray for a good recovery for Chip DuBois 
who fell and broke three bones in his ankle and 
leg requiring surgery last week. 

• Prayers for many who are seeking new jobs 
right now. 

• Wendy Fitch asks for continued prayers for her 
Grandma who had rough days around the 
holidays.   

• Pauline Connick asks for prayers for her son, 
Bryce, and daughter-in-law Christina for 
successful treatment and healing. 

• Prayers of thanksgiving for all who gathered 
here for worship on Christmas Eve and for 
dinner on Christmas Day, and also that they 
might be touched by the hand of God to be 
drawn to deeper worship and service in His 
name in the coming year.  

• Paulette Moore asks for prayers for her niece, 
Janice, to have peace and the ability to cope as 
she faces several losses. 

• Kathy Maiden continues chemotherapy, so pray 
for her to tolerate it well and for it to conquer 
the cancer! 

• Glenda Vidmar continues re-gaining her 
strength and is able to drive now and only 
needs oxygen at night.  Praise God for her 
continued healing! 

• Keep Roxie & Kenny Weese in your prayers. 
• Continued prayers for Martha Grimme, Bertha 

Jones and Janice Erickson. 
• Rich & Connie Irvine ask for prayers for her 

mom, Rose, who is receiving radiation 
treatments for skin cancer. 

• Traci Lay reports that her Aunt Wendy’s 
tumors have shrunk in response to chemo, 
much faster than expected.  She thanks you for 
the prayers! 

Thank You from: 
• A South Haven Resident:  “Thank you so much. I 

have attended this wonderful (Christmas) dinner 
for several years.  May God bless you for this 
“gift” to the community!” 

• Saturday Morning 12x12 AA Group: “Thank you 
for opening up your hearts and rooms for us to 
grow in our recovery! We are truly grateful for 
all you do to support us! God bless you always!” 

• Teresa at Common Hope:  “I just wanted to take 
a moment to thank you for our dedication and 
commitment to the children and families in 
Guatemala. We look forward to continue 
working together to bring hope to families we 
work with. May you have a very blessed 
Christmas.” 

• Joe & Ruth Kalway: “We want to thank everyone 
for their cards and prayers. Joe started chemo 
again a week ago. He has since had prostate 
surgery as well. The chemo is a bit different this 
time. One week he will go four days and get an IV 
each day. The following week he goes five days 
and gets shots. This schedule continues for three 
months.  So far he has been doing quite well. 
Wishing you all a very joyous holiday season. 
Again, thank you for everything.” 

• Monticello Crisis Nursery: “Thank you for the 
very generous gift of diapers and wipes on behalf 
of the Buffalo United Methodist Church Sunday 
School children and families received on 
December 14, 2017.  We are very grateful for this 
donation which will be used to help support 
families and improve the lives of children in 
Wright County.”   



 
Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Jenny Hanson, teaching assistant 
 

What’s Up in Preschool? 
 We had a great December preparing for 
Christmas!  Our activities centered around the 
manger and the long-ago birth of Jesus, and we also 
enjoyed activities in anticipation of Santa, and the 
coming holiday.  We practiced lots of singing in 
preparation for our program, and the 3 year old 
class sang some of those songs for the UMW 
luncheon on Dec. 14. Both classes ended the month 
with a Christmas program of singing and jingling 
and joy---with wonderful attendance by lots of 
parents, grandparents, and other friends and 
relatives.  Christmas was shining bright on lots of 
proud, happy faces! 

January classes resume on the 2nd and 3rd 
with a theme of “Winter Animals, Penguins and 
Arctic Animals.”  We are excited for the snow this 
year and hope for some nicer days, as we love to go 
outside sliding and playing in the wintery white!  
We will experiment with freezing and thawing, 
bring snow into our sand/water table, learn how 
animals survive the cold, and paint lots of 
snowmen.  We are especially blessed this year, 
having received a grant from Nature’s Engineers, 
Legacy Amendment Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Grant through the Como Zoo.  They will help us 
focus on plant and animal awareness and 
appreciation.  We are very excited for this 
opportunity to have them come into both of our 
classrooms! 

If you know of someone with a preschool 
age child who could benefit from a half-year 
program, please pass the word that we still have 
openings.  We especially encourage families to 
apply who may not have the financial resources to 
give their children this advantage for early 
childhood education, as we could give some tuition 
assistance.   

We are happy to be helping three families 
with tuition payments this year.  We feel this is a 
very important outreach, because not only are we 
providing for those children who would miss this 
early education opportunity, we also are providing 
the support of a church family.  If you have means 
to add to this scholarship fund, it would be most 
appreciated and put to very good use!   

The preschool has a Facebook page, so 
“Like” us at Buffalo United Methodist Preschool 
and spread the word about our wonderful school 
and about the openings we currently have available.  
Also, please note that enrollment for the 2018-19 
school year begins February 1 for current preschool 
families and members of BUMC whose children 
will be 3 years old by September 1. 2018.  The 
enrollment for the general public begins March 1. 

Wishes for a joyous January from the 
preschool---where you are always welcome to stop 
in and take a peek any morning.  It will truly lift 
your spirits! 

Melissa Ungaro, Director 
 

How You Can Support BUMPreschool 
Volunteer:  We LOVE to have church members 

come in!  Maybe you have a special interest or 
something you can share with our students.  
Like in the spring when we talk about Farming!  
Or perhaps you have an animal to share with us 
during one of our animal theme units.  Let us 
know!  We would love to have you come in and 
share with us. 

Donations:  paper plates, spoons; financial 
donations to the tuition scholarship fund or to 
the new Program Enhancement Fund, used to 
help cover costs of field trips and educational 
programs, including our physical education 
program with Gym Nation.     

 



Connection Points 
Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 

 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join in the fellowship hall monthly to spend time in fellowship and 
devotions, and to learn more about the missions supported by the UMW.  
 This Month:   Thursday, January 11 at 1:00 pm 
 Program:   Pledge Service and Looking Ahead 

   Hostesses:     Linda Bostic & Gail Hurley 
 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 
Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month: Saturday, January 20 at 7:30 am 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  Call Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.   

This month: Monday, January 22 at 1:00 pm 
 

Thursday Gatherings Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, January 4 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able.  Call Paulette for details at:  763-276-7435.   
Currently studying 2 Peter, then will start Revelation. 
       Weekly:  Thursdays at 6:30 pm   

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins May-September at 5:30 pm for food and fellowship.  
Primarily active seniors, but all welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 682-4964.  

  This month:  On Hiatus until May 
 

Praise & Coffee Every 1st Monday of the month 
Gather at Perkins for coffee, fellowship and a spirit of praise!  All 
welcome – men, women, young or old!  Call Sheryl Lehman at 
763-229-0340.  
 This month: January 1 at 6:00 pm 



*It’s a NEW YEAR!* 
The first week of January is usually when we try adding 

something positive to our lives. There are plenty of             
options.  I remember this quote I once saw:   

No one can go back and start a new beginning, but   

anyone can start today and make a new ending“    

I really began to think about that statement. The conclusion 
was that we don't start over; but we begin again right 

where we are, making things better in our lives. I read a 
book by Howard Baker titled, The One Thing. In it he 

showed  that three of our Bible heroes inspire us to live 
with singular devotion to the Lord.   

(That is the key thing we need to add to our lives!) 

• David: In the midst of his painful and frightening desert trials over 
about ten years in which he was horribly mistreated and nearly 
killed, he prayed, “One thing I ask, this is what I seek: that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life… My heart 
says of you, ‘Seek his face!’” (Psalm 27:4, 8) 

• Mary: She set aside her kitchen work to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen 
to him and she received his affirmation: “There are many things 
that can be worried about, but only one thing is needed – it is the 
best thing – and Mary has chosen it!” (Luke 10:41-42, my para-
phrase) 

• Paul: He counted his many accomplishments and blessings as    
dung compared to the “surpassing greatness of knowing 
Christ.”  (Philippians 3:8)  He expressed his life ambition, “One 
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14) 

A suggestion as we move into 2018, desire to seek the 
“One Thing.”  Ask God what he wants to do in your life 
and how you can work with Him to grow in that area. 
He will tell you what to do, and even help you to do it!  

Remember, how we end the coming year           
will be determined by how we start it!                   

ALL BUMC’ers: 
Enter your Chili to be  
tasted and voted on,  
or come taste test  

and participate in our 
"People's Choice 

Awards."  
Sunday, January 28 

@ 11:30 am 
Sign up at church! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Where Everybody 
Knows Your Name!” 

 

CURTIS R. RIECK   
Curtis@.buffaloumc.com 

(The guy who should know stuff) 
 

UPCOMING WEDNESDAYS 
 

Grades 9-12  
(6:00 pm– 7:30 pm) 

Normal night at Church 
Jan. 10 

 

All-Youth Gathering 
Jan. 17 

 

Christmas Party 
Jan. 24 

 

Normal night at Church 
Jan. 31 

Jan. 28 



January Schedules

 
 
 

Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Resources 

Current issues of the Upper 
Room are available in the 
entryway for a nominal 
donation. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office or use the cards 
available in the pews to make 
prayer requests.  Turn them in 
to the pastor before services 
on Sunday morning for 
inclusion in announcements. 
 

 
Prayer Circle 

Please call the church office at 
763-682-3538 with prayer 
concerns or to be part of the 
prayer circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Sign up 
on the flower chart posted by 
the office, and indicate if you 
will bring your own, or place 
your check for $39 in the 
offering marked “flowers” and 
we will order. 

 
 
Please let the church office know: 
 If your telephone number, 

e-mail address or mailing 
address change. 

 When a member of your 
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy 
Communion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.

 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

February 4           Parkview Service    

February 12 Life Happens! – Panic Attacks 

February 14        Ash Wednesday Worship/Dinner 

February 21        Lenten Study & Children’s Lent 
Classes Begin 

February 24 Saturday Awakenings – Jumpin’ 
Jehosophat’s 

March 1               UMCOR Sunday 

March 3 5th Grade Communion Class 

March 4 5th Grade FSS Blessing 

March 12 Life Happens! - Bankruptcy 

March 25 Palm Sunday 

March 29 Holy Thursday Worship 

April 1 Easter Sunday  

 

Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional Celebration Service 10:30 

January 7 Paulette Moore 
January 14 Dianne McLain 
January 21 Rita Varner Otness 
January 28 Nicole Coyle 

Coffee Server Schedule 
January 7 UEC – Mike & Jana Knutson 
January 14 Georgia Pollock & Art Peterson 
January 21 Natalie Roeser & Barb Odenthal 
January 28  Lisa McConnon & Darla Frink 

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am   

January 7 
January 14 
January 21 
January 28 

10:30 am 
January 7 
January 14 
January 21 
January 28 
 

 
Mike & Barb Sande 
Andrea & Rachel Dorado 
Dave & Pam Sieberg 
Georgia Pollock & Laura Gilson 
 
Ivan Erickson & Lester Hamann 
Linda Bostic & Jeremy Carlson 
Mary Johnson & Nicole Coyle 
Linda Bostic & Jeremy Carlson 



January 2018 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday        Saturday 

 

1 
10:00 am AA 
6:00 pm Praise & Coffee 
7:30 pm AA 

2 
9:00 am Community 

Commodities 
Distribution 

10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Property 

Meeting 
 

3 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

4 
1:00 pm Thursday’s 

Gathering 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
7:30 am Worship 

Design Team 
9:00 am AA 
 
 

7 
Holy Communion 
  10:20 am Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA in FH 
 

8 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 BeFrienders 
7:15 pm Life Happens! 
7:30 pm AA 
 

9 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Leadership 

Meeting 
 
 

10 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Focus Night 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

11 
1:00 pm UMW  
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study 
 

12 
 

13 
7:30 am UMM 
9:00 am AA 
2:00-6 pm Private 

Rental (FH & K) 
 

14 
Human Relations Day 
Chancel Chimes play 
7:30 pm AA 
 

15 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 
 

16 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm SPRC Meeting 
 
 

17 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation/ 

Youth Combined 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

18 
 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study 
Newsletter Deadline 

19 
 

20 
7:30 am UMM 
9:00 am AA 
7:00 pm Saturday 

Awakenings – Phil 
Heywood 

 

21 
9:20 am 1st Grade Faith 

Stepping Stone Class 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA 
 

22 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl 
7:30 pm AA 

23 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
 
 

24 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Focus Night 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 

25 
6:30 pm Women’s AA 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study 
 

26 

 

27 
8:45 am Confirmation 

Retreat Departure  
9:00 am AA 
 
 

28 
1st Grade Faith 

Stepping Stone 
Blessing 

11:30 am Cribbage 
Tourney and Chili 
Cook-Off 

7:30 pm AA 
 

29 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 

30 
10:30 am AA  
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Finance 

Meeting 
 

31 
8:30 am Weight 

Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Focus Night 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

Sunday Schedule   
8:15 am               Joyful Praise Worship  
9:20-10:20 am      Fellowship & Education 
10:30 am             Traditional Celebration Worship 

 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mark on your calendar…  
 
 
 
 

Life Happens!   
 

Miscarriage – What do I say? 
How can I help? 

Monday, January 8, 2018 
7:15-8:15 p.m. 

 
When Life Happens!  What do you 

say? Sometimes when people experience 
difficult circumstances, we may end up saying 
the wrong thing.  Other times we are a true 
blessing.  Or how many times do we say 
nothing at all and avoid the topic altogether?   

  
 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 
Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
Buffalo, MN  55313 

Permit No. 31 

Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone and Fax: 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 

   Find us on Facebook 
 
 

http://www.buffaloumc.org/
http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=facebook&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eQ4sgJ2kH8bW7M&tbnid=1dQ1OvpC9F_v8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.copyblogger.com/state-of-facebook-marketing/&ei=P1J5UZyZL4n2qQGqhYCACw&bvm=bv.45645796,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNFdglmyEoxTmfpNlCRPGgiO5B50LA&ust=1366991722686991
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