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Worship Events 
 

Sunday, March 4 
Can I Be Honest with the 

God Who Knows Me? 
John 4:5-15; John 4:16-26 

Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, March 11 
Can I Tell My Story? 

John 9:1-17; 24-30, 33 
Ministry of the Month: 

UM Camping 
 

Sunday, March 18 
Can I Follow  

Where Jesus Goes? 
John 11:1-16 

Matthew 17:22-23 
 

Sunday, March 25 
Palm Sunday 

Can I Remain Faithful? 
John 12:12-19 

Matthew 26:17-35 
 

Thursday, March 29 
Holy Thursday, 7:30 pm 

 
Friday, March 30 

Good Friday 
noon @ BUMC 

 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Joyful Praise Worship 
8:15 am 

 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:20-10:20 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
10:30 am  

 

 

The Other Half of the Gospel 
As we journey through the Christian season of Lent, we’re 

called to be deliberate in taking time to reflect on our walk with God. 
While there are countless ways we might characterize the depth or 
quality of our faith life, George Barna describes a unique way in the 
book Maximum Faith. In an analysis of 2011 census data from 15,000 
American households, Barna describes the faith experience of 
Americans along a distribution of ten “stops” along a journey.  The 
stops range from Stop 1 (ignorance of the concept of sin) to Stop 10 
(the profound love of people). This demographic tool invites each of 
us to look into a mirror and have an honest conversation with God. As 
you read about these stops, see if you can recognize where you are 
today on your walk with God. Wherever you may find yourself in your 
reflection, my hope is that we can travel our journeys of faith together.  

Very few of Barna’s respondents placed themselves at Stop 1: 
unaware of the concept of sin (1%). Most of us leave this stop 
sometime in our childhood. A much larger segment of the respondents 
reported being aware of sin but indifferent to it (Stop 2, 16%). This 
group could see value in associating with a church, but does not 
believe in divine judgment. The largest single group placed 
themselves at Stop 3: Worried About Sin (39%). If you find yourself 
here, then experiencing the forgiving love of Jesus (Stop 4, 9%) is 
what you most need to move forward in your faith. 

The next largest group (24%) clustered around Stop 5 (Active 
in faith community activities). These are people who have 
experienced the forgiveness of Jesus and have decided to participate 
in church activities. If this is your stop, the good news is that there is 
plenty of room to grow! 

There’s more?  Yes!  There are five more stops! John Wesley 
might have described these remaining stops as the process of 
“sanctification.” Some call them the “other half” of the Gospel. I would 
characterize them as the process of more deeply and completely 
surrendering our will to God and letting God’s Spirit grow in us a 
more perfect inward and outward love for God and people. Google 
“Barna 10 stops” if you want to learn more.  

Wherever you find yourself today, my prayer is that God will 
meet you in your reflection times with grace and the life-changing 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 



Buffalo United Methodist Church  
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

 
 

Grow in Love of God and Neighbor  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul & mind and 
love your neighbors as yourself    Matthew 22:37-40   
 

Introduce People to Jesus 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all people… ` 

  Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Heal a Broken World  
The spirit of the Lord is upon us to bring good news to the poor 

Luke 4:16-21 
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 Spiritual Growth 
Holy Week and Easter 
 The joy of Easter Sunday resurrection will 
carry so much more meaning if you choose to 
participate in some of Christ’s journey to the 
cross through Holy Week worship opportunities.  
Our Lenten journey culminates with Holy Week, 
beginning with Palm Sunday on March 25.   
 
Palm Sunday, March 25, 8:15 & 10:30 am 
 We will be at the parade in Jerusalem, 
waving palm branches for Jesus, and with 
children singing “hosanna.”   
 
Holy Thursday, March 29, 7:30 pm  

We will “Come to the Cross” after 
receiving communion in remembrance of The 
Last Supper Jesus had with his disciples, and will 
be reminded of Christ’s sacrifice for our sins. 
 
Good Friday – Friday, March 30, noon  

Walk with Jesus through the denial of his 
followers, his condemnation and crucifixion as 
we observe this solemn Gospel recollection of 
Good Friday here at Buffalo UMC with the 
community.  An offering will be received to help 
people in need in our community.   

Easter Sunday, April 1 

This year we will have 
two Easter worship services at 
our regular times of 8:15 and 
10:30, each including a 
children’s message. 

Between services (during 
the Sunday School hour) there will be a special 
children’s Easter event in the back of the 
fellowship hall from 9:30-10:15. There will be 
fun activities and the Easter story will be told. 

“Resurrection Rolls” will be served from 
9:15-10:30 by our senior high youth mission 
team, so your generous donations will help 
support their summer mission events - We Can 
Be the Change (local service) and Elk River 
STORM Camp (Service to Others in Relational 
Ministry).   

. 

One Great Hour of Sharing March 18 
Did you know our One Great Hour of 

Sharing offering allows the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to keep its 
promise that 100% of all designated gifts go to 
specific causes?  It’s true!  Your gifts make the 
global disaster relief work of UMCOR possible by 
covering staff and administration costs, allowing 
our donations throughout the year to go directly 
to the causes you request.  UMCOR has an 
excellent reputation world-wide for being one of 
the first agencies to arrive and last to leave at the 
scene of disasters.  The One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering is on Sunday, March 18.   

Wednesday Evening Lenten Sessions 
Our Wednesday evening “Surprise the 

World” Lenten sessions continue through 
March 21.  It’s not too late to participate in this 
journey with us!  Here is the ongoing schedule: 
• Supper is served at 6 pm each Wednesday 

during Lent.  A freewill offering will support 
the ministries hosting the supper.  (See the 
article in this newsletter for details.)   

• Surprise the World sessions begin in the 
sanctuary at 6:30 pm with discussion and 
small group sessions to follow until 7:30 pm.    

• Confirmation students and senior high youth 
will participate together in sessions. 

• Separate Children’s Lent classes for grades 
K-6 take place in the ed wing.  

Women’s Retreat April 20-22 
Sign up soon for the Women’s Retreat, 

planned by our Adult Discipleship Vision Team!  
April 20-22, 2018 

Bug Bee Hive Resort, Paynesville, MN 
Cost: $100 

Live Wholeheartedly in Christ - Changing our 
Physical, Spiritual, and Soul’s DNA is the theme.  
Our speaker will be Kristine Christensen, a 
Christian nutritionist and personal trainer who 
believes we thrive when our spirit, soul and body 
are all in balance.  We’ll also have a mix of 
workshops and activities.  Please join us for the 
weekend!  There are limited spots, so sign up 
early, though the deadline is March 18.  Call 
Tracy Daleiden 763-238-4220 with questions or 
to be on the committee to help organize the 
weekend call Tracy 763-238-4220. 



Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
Mar. 4 Holy Communion 
Mar. 11 Camp Sunday – Ministry of the Month 
Mar. 18 One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
Mar. 25 Palm Sunday!  Children 3 years 

through 6th grade will sing and parade 
in church 

Easter Offering Designation 
This year our Easter offering will be used  

to pay half of camping fees for those attending 
United Methodist Camps (including first-time 
adult attenders), with the remainder to be used 
to underwrite summer youth mission activities - 
We Can Be the Change and STORM Camp 
(Service to Others in Relational Ministry).   

Help Create Our Easter Garden  
Our annual Easter Garden is a joyous 

display of spring and resurrection hope each 
year.  It only happens through your generous 
donations, so please sign up by March 11.  We 
will keep the garden intact through April 8, then 
you can take your plants home. 

Also, Laurie is in need of help to set up the 
Easter garden Friday afternoon of the March 30 
or Saturday the 31st.   

Daylight Saving Time Begins 
 Remember to set your clocks forward on 
Saturday, March 10.  We don’t want you to miss 
Sunday morning worship! 
 

 

Friendly Reminder… 
We’ve been asked to encourage you to 

limit the use of scents and perfumes when 
coming to church.  We have some people with 
health issues who are very sensitive to them and 
it can create challenges.  Thank you for your 
consideration!  

 

Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
January 28  120 64 184 
February 4  104 88 192 
February 11 116 71 187 
February 18  112      55 167 
 

 

Ministry & Missions  
“Discover BUMC” March 11 

The Guest Connections team hosts periodic 
informal gatherings for visitors or newcomers to 
BUMC.  The next “Discover BUMC” gathering is 
on Sunday, March 11 at 9:20 am between services 
in Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to come and 
discover more about our church, get acquainted 
with others, and be able to ask questions. Find the 
designated table in the fellowship hall!   

New Caring Ministry – Life Happens! 
When Life Happens!  What do you say? 

Sometimes when people experience difficult 
circumstances, we may end up saying the wrong 
thing.  Other times we are a true blessing.  Or 
how many times do we say nothing at all and 
avoid the topic altogether?   

Life Happens is a new monthly ministry 
session where we will bring in guest speakers to 
share first-hand experiences on topics we all too 
often avoid, even though we care.  You are 
invited to join us on the 2nd Monday of each 
month from 7:15-8:15 pm.  We’ll meet in the 
fellowship hall for a time of listening, learning, 
caring, and dessert.  Come occasionally or every 
month, and bring a friend if you wish.   

 
March Life Happens:   

Bankruptcy 
Monday, March 12, 2018 

7:15-8:15 p.m. 
 

Other potential topics are divorce, loss of a child, 
stage IV diagnosis, infertility, and more.  If you 
have any questions, topic ideas, or want to help 
with this ministry, contact Bonnie Kelly or Dave 
and Tammy Jacobs. 



Support Ministry at Lenten Dinners 
 Come enjoy dinner each Wednesday in 
Lent from 6:00-6:30 pm before our Lenten 
studies.  Each week a different ministry team 
serves a delicious meal.  Your freewill offerings 
will support the ministries and missions of that 
group.  The upcoming weeks are: 

March 7 UEC   
March 14 Youth 
March 21 UMM 

March is Food Share Month 
 March is Food 
Share month, so start 
filling a grocery bag now 
with non-perishable food 
donations, as well as paper, personal hygiene 
and cleaning products.  Cash donations are even 
more appreciated as they can stretch the dollars 
through access to discount products, and allow 
the food shelf to purchase those items they 
specifically need, such as fresh produce, meat 
and dairy products.   

Bring your bags of food or place cash 
offerings designated for the food shelf in the 
offering plate by March 25.   

Men’s “Fix It” Crew Can Help! 
Have you been ‘at a loss’ trying to fix 

something, install something or move something 
heavy in your home?  Our Men’s Fellowship 
reminds you that we have several men who are 
available at no cost to assist you if you are unable 
to do the work yourself.  Call Craig at 763-682-
1994 if you could use some help. 

Frozen Meals Available 
 Thanks to the wonderful Meals Ministry 
team there are several different meals to share!  
There is turkey soup and pea soup in the 
storeroom freezer for you to take to someone 
needing a meal or two.  Ask for help if you can’t 
find them, but PLEASE know they are there to be 
given out!!  Who can you think of that would 
enjoy the blessing of a surprise meal? 

Blankets for Beds 
Brrr…the cold weather is 

here.  It’s a great time to clean 
out your closets and donate 
gently used blankets, bedding and towels for 
local distribution.  Or perhaps for the holiday 
season, you’d like to buy some items to donate.  
If you need items to be picked up, please contact 
Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260. 

Servant Opportunities 
 There are many upcoming opportunities to 
help with ministries or administration here at 
church.  If you are willing, please contact Laurie to 
connect you with the appropriate ministry leaders. 
• Help plan the Women’s Retreat that takes 

place April 20-22 
• Help create the Easter Garden March 30 & 31 
• Help at the Holy Thursday service on 

March 29 as a reader, usher, or set-up person 
• Serve as an usher when we host the Good 

Friday service on March 30 at noon 
• Serve on the property team for 2018 (or 

longer); there are two open spots 
• Serve as an “Ask Me” greeter on Sunday 

mornings 
• Sign up to be part of our lawn mowing crew 

just once or more this season 

Coffee Hour Offerings 
Please continue to support our church 

budget and Guatemalan coffee farmers and their 
families as you’re able, by finding the coffee hour 
fellowship basket on the side counter each 
Sunday.  Thank you! 

Love INC Volunteer Opportunities 
There is an urgent need for volunteers to: 

• Take clients to medical appointments, the 
food shelf, grocery shopping, or for 
prescriptions  

• Work as a part-time cashier in the Maple 
Lake Thrift store  

• Work on social media (Facebook and 
website) periodically – can work from home. 

• Provide a pick-up truck occasionally to help 
move furniture; can offer labor, too, if able. 

If any of these opportunities work for you, call 
the Love INC office  at 763-682-2550.  



Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Sunday School Themes 
As we move further into 

Lent, we invite you to explore it 
with your children!  Our Sunday 
School themes for the month of 
March are: 

March 4 Last Supper/ Jesus 
Teaches Us How to Pray 

March 11 Jesus Arrested/Pilate, Judas, Herod 
March 18 The Crucifixion 
March 25 The Resurrection 

 

Sunday School Calendar 
Mar 3  5th Grade Communion Class 
Mar 4  5th Grade Faith Stepping Stone 

Blessing & Serve Communion 
Mar 7 (Wed) Children’s Lenten Class  
Mar 14 (Wed) Children’s Lenten Class 
Mar 21 (Wed) Children’s Lenten Class 
Mar 25  Palm Sunday – ALL Children 

parade/sing during worship 

Lenten Experience for Families 
 Make Wednesday nights in Lent family 
nights!  Come eat dinner as a family at 6:00 (no 
need to cook!) and then our Lenten classes for K-
6th graders continue in Room 109 through 
Wednesday, March 21.  Join us any Wednesday 
that you can! 

In addition to helping kids understand 
Jesus’ ministry with his disciples, the parade in 
Jerusalem, the Good Friday story, and Easter 
resurrection, the children will learn how to 
“Surprise the World” along with the rest of the 
congregation.  You and your kids can truly grow 
in faith this Lent!!  

 
Children Sing on Palm Sunday 

ALL children will sing praises on Palm 
Sunday, March 25!  Attend either service as a 
family, but please plan to be here for the first 
part of the 10:30 service so the children can lead 
the palm parade and sing their Hosannas as we 
celebrate the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem!  Here is the schedule: 

8:15 –  Informal palm parade during children’s 
message for all who are there; 2nd – 6th 
graders sing 

10:30 –  All parade with palms and both SS 
groups will sing right at the beginning of 
the late service. 

Summer Camp Funds Available! 
The Easter offering will 

again be used to pay for half of 
camping fees so our children 
and youth can experience a UM 
camp without financial strain, as 
fees can seem overwhelming.  All children and 
youth attending Methodist camps will have half 
of the registration cost covered by BUMC.  This is 
also a great way for us to support our UM 
camping programs at the same time!   

Pick up a camping brochure at church or 
go online to https://minnesotaumc.org/get-
involved/camping-retreats/ to register for the 
camp of your choice. Then complete our BUMC 
camping form and return it to church so we can 
pay the other half.  First-time adult campers at 
UM camps also qualify.   

 

Fifth Grade Faith Stepping Stone 
Blessing & Class 

Older elementary students are ready not 
only to receive Holy Communion in worship, but 
also to understand it more deeply and to learn 
how to prepare and assist in offering it to the 
congregation. Each year we invite 5th grade 
students and their parents to a Saturday 
morning class exploring the meaning of the 
Lord’s Supper through scripture study and bread 
baking.  Students who may have missed in past 
years or are new to the church are also welcome 
to attend with an adult.   

Class is Saturday, March 3 from 9:00-
11:30 am.  Students will then serve communion 
in worship on Sunday, March 4.  Invitations 
have been sent to our current Sunday School 
students, but call the office if you know of others 
interested. 
 
 



Confirmation 

Confirmation Schedule 
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 pm unless indicated 
March 7, 14, 21 Lenten Supper @6 pm, 

Worship @ 6:30 
March 28  No Class for Holy Week – attend Holy 

Thursday worship at 7:30 pm 
 
Confirmation Wednesdays in Lent 

Confirmation students are required to 
attend Wednesdays in Lent. Come enjoy family 
supper at 6:00 pm, then from 6:30-7:30 students 
will join with senior high youth in this year’s 
“Surprise the World” discussions.  This year 
there are no written assignments to complete.   

 

Ministry Team Reports 

 

Save the Date: MCCI Training 
The Reverend Sue Kibbey (the MCCI coach 

who was here for our MCCI weekend last year) will 
return to the Twin Cities on May 5 to hold a 
regional training event at our church! The event is 
Recruiting, Building and Deploying Unpaid Teams.  
This is one of the prescribed MCCI trainings for our 
church and is for anyone interested in learning how 
to build more effective, joyful, and mission-minded 
ministry teams.  Multiple UMC churches in the 
Twin Cities will be invited to send MCCI teams, so 
you can anticipate the added joy of sharing 
conversation and learning with other United 
Methodists.  Further details will be shared when 
available. 

MCCI Team Progress 
Be on the lookout for progress updates from 

our MCCI Teams on the bulletin board in the 
church lobby. Each new ministry team has been 
encouraged to post pictures and progress reports so 
you can be more aware of what they’ve been up to. 
(It’s also not too late for you to get involved in one 
of the teams.)  This year we will focus on launching 
the remaining teams, starting with the Sunday 
Morning Schedule Team. (Pam Sieberg will be 
convening this team.)  God continues to break 
through in new ways, here and in the communities 
and world we are in ministry with!  

Finance Team Report 
by Pastor Bill 

Overall giving for February is expected to 
lag behind ministry expenses, although a 
quarterly gift in January allowed us to finish that 
month in the black by $1,226.  We are so blessed 
to have 100% of our MCCI ministry expenses this 
year funded through the gift from the Willis 
Mellin estate.  As always, our regular ministries 
are made possible by your intentional, regular, 
and joyful giving. 

Apportionments for 2018 
The total amount BUMC is asked to pay 

for apportionments in 2018 is $54,311, which 
works out to $124.85 per member.  Some people 
feel good about paying that amount up front in 
addition to their regular giving; others consider 
it to be a part of their regular pledge.  Either way, 
be aware that as a member of this congregation, 
$124.85 is sent on to the conference on your 
behalf out of our general fund. 

Carpet 4K Challenge 
For several years we’ve been setting aside 

money to replace the fellowship hall carpeting.  
Why?  Both appearance and safety are concerns.  
The stains and wear are obvious, but we’ve also 
noticed that some have stumbled at thresholds 
with the tile, and where the carpet has bunched 
up.  The plan is to even out these thresholds 
when the old carpet is replaced.  We’re on a 
mission to get this project done, and now’s a 
great time since every dollar you give will be 
matched with a dollar from the Willis Mellin 
estate!  Together we can get this done. 



Bishop Calls Us to “Reach!” 
The Bishop has invited us to join him at a 

special event called “Reach!  New People, New 
Places, New Passion,” to be held in Sioux Falls 
October 5-6. This will be a unique chance to 
learn from some of the leading women and men 
in innovative ways to recapture our passion for 
the mission of reaching people with the love of 
Jesus.  

The timing of this event couldn’t be 
better, as we continue to reinvigorate our 
outreach to new people and pray for God to 
continue to break through in new ways. The MN 
Annual Conference is considering arranging 
transportation via coach buses. More details to 
follow. Interested?  Speak with Pastor Bill. 

New Church Database Transition 
 The church is switching database systems 
to a much less costly and more user-friendly 
database, which should still meet all of our 
needs.  As always, however, transitions can be 
painful!   As we switch over we are trying to 
carefully check that our system is accurate 
before sending emails or creating mailings, but 
we are certain that some things are going to be 
missed.   PLEASE let us know if suddenly you 
stop receiving emails from us that you regularly 
get, or report any errors you notice.  We ask your 
help and patience as we make a final transition 
in February. 

Welcome Hanover UMC Members 
By now you may have heard that Hanover 

UMC closed its doors this past summer after 
many faithful and fruitful years of ministry. 
Recently, we were asked by District 
Superintendent Susan Nienaber to welcome into 
membership at BUMC approximately 16 
members of the Hanover UMC who are either 
worshipping with us now or have not yet made a 
decision where they will worship in the future.  
BUMC also received a gift from Hanover UMC in 
the amount of $5,000. Those who have 
worshipped here include Stan and Myrna 
Berglund and Don and Lois Mahler. Another 
individual, Noel Decambalazia, is now a full-time 
resident of Texas, but has chosen to join our 
church!  

Please welcome these new brothers and 
sisters and continue praying for those former 
members of Hanover UMC who are looking for a 
new church family. 

Sanctuary Sound System Upgrade 
Beginning in April we’ll kick off a “Let 

Praises Resound” fundraising campaign to 
upgrade our aging sound system.  (See what we 
did there…Re-Sound??)  As pieces begin to fail, 
we seek to replace those components we feel are 
necessary to forestall any dramatic lapses in 
sound quality, and will switch from an analog 
system to a digital one.   

Watch for details on opportunities to 
support this effort, and mark your calendars for 
the primary fund raising event - a worshipful 
concert on Saturday evening, April 14 & Sunday 
afternoon, April 15 led by musicians from our 
congregation.  The leadership team has set aside 
$10,000 from the Willis Mellin estate 
benevolence to use as matching funds toward 
this project’s goal of around $20,000.   

Lawn Crew Needed 
 Spring is just 
around the corner, right?  
Soon the grass will be 
growing!  The Property 
Team is gearing up for 
lawn mowing and we have 
saved a lot of money 
annually by using 
volunteers to mow May through October.  We 
schedule two households per week to mow.  With 
two people on the riding mowers and one person 
using the push mower and weed whacker it takes 
about two and a half hours to mow the church 
property.  (The church has mowers on site that you 
can use.)  We have lost some of our mowing team 
this year, so would you consider volunteering once 
or twice this year?  Contact Michelle at the church 
office for more information or to volunteer. 
 



Our Church Family 

Prayer Matters… 
• Pat Bowe had a successful 12-hour surgery on 

February 20 to remove a pancreatic tumor.  It 
also involved re-sectioning an artery, and more.  
In 3-6 months she will begin a new 8 rounds of 
chemo.  Your continued prayers are appreciated 
as Pat recovers and beats this cancer! 

• Joanne Johnson is now at Lake Ridge Care Center.  
She has no phone, so visits or cards are welcome. 

• Pray for Bill Augustin as he prepares for heart 
valve replacement surgery on March 1. 

• Joe & Ruth Kalway would appreciate your 
prayers as Ruth recovers from two cataract 
surgeries (which went well), and Joe is 
hospitalized long-term now with advanced 
cancer.  He hasn’t been able to keep up with 
chemo treaments due to low blood pressure and 
his compromised immune system. 

• Please continue prayers for Kathy Maiden as she 
continue with chemotherapy. 

• Brian Gilson asks prayers for his Uncle Steve who 
has been having heart issues, and for his Uncle 
Kenny, dealing with Pulmonary Fibrosis. 

• Bev Barringer asks that we pray for her sister, Pat 
Olson, hospitalized with severe back pain.  Pray 
that doctors can find a cause, and relief the pain. 

• Pray for those dealing with health issues and/or 
waiting for diagnoses, including Glenda Vidmar, 
Robin Barfknecht, and Bill Augustin (whose 
surgery has been postponed to March).  

• Pray for those in care facilities – Martha Grimme, 
Bertha Jones, Janice Erickson, Roxie Weese, and 
Joanne Johnson. 

• Sally Froemming is doing rehab at Annandale 
Care Center for her broken arm. 

• Alison Dibben is recovering from knee 
replacement on February 22. 

• Gail Hurley asks continuing prayers for her friend 
Bettie, struggling with ARDS and life changes.   

• Stephanie Mutterer asks continued prayers for 
her niece, Emma, and her family.  Grandma Barb 
Mutterer was in Texas recently with 
granddaughter Emma. 

• Don & Jeanne Wermager’s sister-in-law, Lola, is 
hospitalized following a serious heart attack. 

• Continued prayers for Jace Masteller as he 
continues new treatment for his juvenile arthritis, 
receiving daily painful injections from mom.  Pray 
for Angi & Jason and family as they deal with this. 

• Prayers are requested for Margot, an elderly 
woman who slipped on ice and fell under the 
wheels of a car resulting in three broken shoulder 
bones.  She’s already fighting cancer, and is a 
neighbor to a family affiliated with our 
congregation.  

Prayers of Celebration: 
• Prayers of celebration for the February 11 

baptism of Patrick Roehl, son of Christopher & 
Katie; grandson of Dennis & Tracy Daleiden.   

• Prayers of thanksgiving for Bonnie Kelly’s 90th 
birthday, and the many ways she continues to be 
a blessing! 

• Prayers of blessing and celebration on the 
marriage of Claire Daleiden & Frankie Cullinen on 
February 17 at the Historic Wesley Church. 

• Tammy Jacobs received good news – her 
oncotype tests indicate no need for 
chemotherapy, just some hormone therapy.   

Thank You from: 
• Ruth Kalway:  “Thank you so much for your 

ongoing prayers, emails and cards.  I appreciate 
it very much. When I ask people for prayers, I ask 
them to pray for Joe to be comfortable. I don't 
know if he is getting better, I honestly don't think 
so.  I think of you all often. I'm just hoping we 
will be able to come back to Minn. this summer. 
Thanks again and we love you all!” 

• Nancy & Doc Campbell:  “We would like to thank 
all our wonderful and supportive friends at 
Buffalo UMC. We have received letters, cards, 
phone calls and text messages. Each one held a 
special message and we are so appreciative. 
Keep us in your prayers and thoughts. Love 
through Christ our Lord.” 

• Bev Barringer: “Thank for all the cards received 
remembering the one year anniversary of my 
sister-in-law, Gloria Elliot’s passing.” 

• Dave & Sue Sorsoleil: “We wish to express our 
sincere thanks for all of your wonderful support. 
Your card, letters, phone calls and prayers for 
healing have made a huge difference.  Your 
kindness and concern meant so much to us. 
Many thanks!” 



• Tammy Jacobs:  “With deepest gratitude, I thank 
you all for covering me in a quilt of prayer from 
the moment I was diagnosed with breast cancer 
in December, through surgery in January, and 
during healing since. Our prayers have been 
answered many times over, with every procedure 
and test coming back with the best possible 
results. I will NOT need radiation or 
chemotherapy. God is good!! Dave, Lorna, and I 
are so thankful for all of the meals provided 
during the first few weeks. I did not realize how 
much we needed them! The cards, texts, emails, 
Facebook messages, and notes on CaringBridge 
have all been sunbeams in my days. Please keep 
praying me through, and don't forget to thank 
God for all of the answered prayers!” 

• Minnesota Annual Conference, Big Waters 
District:  “Thank you for your accomplishment in 
paying 100% of your apportionments in 2017! 
As you know, our apportionments are used to 
support vital ministries across our conference, 
nation and world as well as important 
benevolence and mission projects of the General 
Church and the Minnesota Annual Conference. 
Your church, along with many other churches in 
our Big Waters District, kept this covenant.” 

• UMCOR: “Thank you for your gift received on 
12/27/2017 of $3751.00 to the General Board of 
Global Ministries through The Advance, the 
designated mission giving channel of The United 
Methodist Church. We are pleased to share that 
100% of your contribution will support the 
missionary community in honor of Disaster 
Response.” 

• Feed My Starving Children:  “Your generosity is 
inspirational! On behalf of all of the Feed My 
Starving Children staff, I wanted to say a 
heartfelt thank you for your support this past 
year.  In 2017 you gave a total of $4807.50 to 
FMSC. Your giving has provided 21,852 
nourishing MannaPack meals to provide healing 
and hope for precious kids around the world.” 

• Thursday Women’s Big Book Study Group 
(AA): “Our Sincere gratitude and thanks for your 
continued support allowing us to grow in our 
spiritual programs here. Lives are being changed 
and faith continues to grow because of your 
giving hearts! Thank you again!” 

 
 
 

 

Lenten Prayer 
When everything was dark 
and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 
your love broke through. 
 
Your love was too strong, 
too wide, 
too deep 
for death to hold. 
 
The sparks cast by your love 
dance and spread 
and burst forth 
with resurrection light. 
 
Gracious God, 
We praise you for the light of new life 
made possible through Jesus. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that continues to shine in our hearts today. 
 
We pray that the Easter light of life,  
hope and joy, 
will live in us each day; 
and that we will be bearers of that light 
into the lives of others. 
Amen. 
 
This prayer was composed by the Rev. Michaela 
Youngson, the Methodist Church of Britain. 
  



 
Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Jenny Hanson, teaching assistant 
 
 

It may have been cold outside in February, 
but we were warm “at the beach” here in Preschool!  
We transformed our rooms into a watery ocean 
world, learned lots about the fabulous ocean 
animals and then cranked up the heat for a grand 
Beach Party complete with swimsuits, flip flops, 
and sunglasses!  We also “felt the love” in 
Preschool with lots of heartfelt friendship activities, 
heart-shaped Valentine crafts, and academic focus 
on letters U, D, O and V helped us learn about love 
for family, friends, and God’s world.  Curtis and 
Dianne and Debbie added some joy to our hearts 
this month with their visit, and special stories, 
talking about being a friend, and of course our very 
best friend is Jesus.   
 

The first week in March will find us 
delighting in the world of Dr. Seuss! Red and white 
striped “cat hats”, footprints in paint, oobleck, 
stories filled with rhymes, wearing crazy socks and 
pajamas to school, and some green eggs and ham 
will all be a part of our fun and funny week! In 
March we will also be looking for that mischievous, 
elusive little green leprechaun, who has been known 
to hide a pot of “gold” for us!  
 

Also in March we will participate in Food 
Share Month here in our local community. All 
month long the preschoolers will bring in 
nonperishable food/paper products, and as they 

bring them we build a wonderful “grocery store” of 
goods in our room.  We get to count, sort, and 
organize our goods, and then finally pack them up 
to take to the local Food Shelf.  What a great lesson 
in sharing, and also that by each helping a little, as a 
team we accomplish a lot! 
 

The end of the month will bring Parent 
Teacher Conferences for the 3 year old class, and 
then we will finish the month Easter, before we end 
with Spring Break March 30-April 6.  We will be 
looking for signs of Spring as we start to leave 
winter behind (hopefully!)   
 

Melissa Ungaro, Dir. 
 
 

How You Can Support BUMPreschool 
Volunteer:  We LOVE to have church members 

come in!  Maybe you have a special interest or 
something you can share with our students.  
Like in the spring when we talk about Farming!  
Or perhaps you have an animal to share with us 
during one of our animal theme units.  Let us 
know!  We would love to have you come in and 
share with us. 

Donations:  paper plates, spoons; financial 
donations to the tuition scholarship fund or to 
the new Program Enhancement Fund, used to 
help cover costs of field trips and educational 
programs, including our physical education 
program with Gym Nation.  

   

 
 



Connection Points 
Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 

 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join in the fellowship hall monthly to spend time in fellowship and 
devotions, and to learn more about the missions supported by the UMW.  
 This Month:   Thursday, March 8 at 1:00 pm 
 Program:   Mission to Haiti by Kris & Laura Dirks 

   Hostesses:     Barb Odenthal & Jeanne Wermager 
 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 
Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month: Saturday, March 17 at 7:30 am 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  Call Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.   

This month: Monday, March 26 at 1:00 pm 
 

Thursday Gatherings Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, March 1 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able.  Call Paulette for details at:  763-276-7435.   
Currently studying 2 Peter, then will start Revelation. 
       Weekly:  Thursdays at 6:30 pm   

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins May-September at 5:30 pm for food and fellowship.  
Primarily active seniors, but all welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 682-4964.  

  This month:  On Hiatus until May 
 

Praise & Coffee Every 1st Monday of the month 
Gather at Perkins for coffee, fellowship and a spirit of praise!  All 
welcome – men, women, young or old!  Call Sheryl Lehman at 
763-229-0340.  
 This month: March 5 at 6:00 pm 



THE CHURCH YEAR 
The Church year is divided into seven seasons which roughly follow the 

New Testament Biblical story of the church.   
The cycle is repeated yearly and moves as follows:   

Advent (awaiting the coming King), Christmas (the Child is born),  
Epiphany (visit of the Magi), Lent (reflection and preparation  
for Christ’s death and resurrection), Easter (the risen King),  

Pentecost (the beginning of God’s church on earth), and Ordinary  
Time (living and growing in response to all that God has done).  
Ordinary time is the longest—it lasts for almost half of the year 

LENT 
Violet is the official color of Lent. It serves two purposes.  

First, it is the color of mourning because we know that Jesus’ death is 
coming. It also celebrates His resurrection as it is the color of royalty. 
Lent doesn’t actually end on Easter. It ends at sunset of the Saturday 

before. So when you arrive at church Sunday morning,  
it has already been Easter for quite some time. 

 

Chocolate is the #1 thing people give up for Lent!                       
 

Brought to you by BUMY…always thinking! 
 

Our deepest appreciation to all 
who made chili, ate chili, or pur-
chased chili at the Annual chili 
cook-off and Cribbage tourna-
ment . It was a great time with 

lots of old and new friends.   

Congratulations to:  

Norm Grimme  
Cribbage Champ 

Bob Highberg  
Chili Cook-off Champion 

We want to thank the Meals Ministry group for assisting us with their 
wonderful soup making skills! That soup was AWESOME!  

We also need to thank all of you who purchased split pea, turkey noodle 
or chili on Souper Bowl Sunday.  We sold over 50 containers in one        

morning!   We hope you enjoyed your meal, and know that it was made 
with love and appreciation! 

 

SIGN-UP FOR THE  
WHEN: July 22-28 

WHAT: UMC STORM CAMP 
 

Talk to Curtis to get        
information about this    
Summer adventure!  

 
Any student in grades 9-12 

is welcome to attend! 
 

 
Where Everybody Knows 

Your Name!” 

CURTIS R. RIECK   
Curtis@.buffaloumc.com 

(They guy who should know stuff) 

UPCOMING STUFF 
 

Grades 9-12  
March 7, 14 ,18, 21, 

28 
6:00pm– 7:30pm 



Scripture	Reader	Schedule	
Traditional	Celebration	Service	10:30	

March	4	 Marlys	Frederiksen	

March	11	 Barbara	Sargent	

March	18	 Julie	Bedker	

March	25	 Sara	Gaeth	

Coffee	Server	Schedule	
March	4	 UEC	–	Don	&	Jeanne	Wermager	

March	11	 Jim	&	Sandy	Tool	

March	18	 Martyn	&	Alison	Dibben	

March	25	 Esther	Kiphuth	&	Gayle	Klingelhoets	

Usher	Schedule	
8:15	am	

March	4	
March	11	
March	18	
March	25	

10:30	am	
March	4	
March	11	
March	18	
March	25	

		
Dennis	&	Tracy	Daleiden	
Alison	&	Aria	Sturm	
Mike	&	Barb	Sande	
Dexter	&	Sheryl	Lehman	
	
Ivan	Erickson,	Lester	Hamann	
Linda	Bostic	&	Jeremy	Carlson	
Lester	Hamann	&	Nicole	Coyle	
Ivan	Erickson	&	Ken	Weese	

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

April	1	 Easter	Sunday—Hallelujah!	

April	14	 New	Member	Class	

April	14‐15	 “Let	Praises	Resound!”	Concerts	

April	20‐22								BUMC	Women’s	Retreat	

April	21	 UMW	Big	Waters	Spring		
																														Gathering	‐	Brainerd	

April	29	 New	Members	Join	

May	5	 MCCI		Recruiting,	Building	and	
Deploying	Teams	Training	

May	19	 Playground	Ribbon	Cutting					
Celebration	&	Carnival	

May	20	 Mission	Celebration	Sunday	and	
Last	Day	of	SS	

	

March Schedules 

Devotional Resources 
Current issues of the Upper 
Room are available in the entry-
way for a nominal donation. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office, email or use the 
pew response cards to make 
prayer requests for the prayer 
circle.  For inclusion in Sunday 
morning announcements, turn 
them in to the pastor before the 
worship service. 
 

 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church office at 
763-682-3538 with prayer con-
cerns or to be part of the prayer 
circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Sign up 
on the flower chart posted by the 
office, and indicate if you will 
bring your own, or place your 
check for $39 in the offering 
marked “flowers” and we will 
order. 

Please let the church office 
know: 
 If your telephone number, e-

mail address or mailing ad-
dress change. 

 When a member of your 
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy Com-
munion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.  

Information 



March 2018 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday        Saturday 

 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 8:15 am          Joyful Praise Worship 
 9:20-10:20 am Fellowship & Education 
10:30 am             Celebration Worship 
 

1 
1:00 pm Thursday 

Gathering 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 
6:30 Women’s AA 

2 
 
 

3 
7:30 am Worship 

Design Team  
9:00 am 5th Grade 

Faith Stepping 
Stone 
Communion 
Training 

9:00 am AA 

4 
Holy Communion 
5th Grade Faith Stepping 

Stone Blessing 
 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA (FH) 

5 
9:00 am Commodity 

Distribution 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 pm Praise & 

Coffee at Perkins 
7:30 pm AA 
 

6 
10:30 am AA 
5:30 pm Staff 

Responsibilities 
Team Meeting 

6:30 pm Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 pm Property Team 
7:30 pm Preschool Board 

Meeting 

7 
8:30 am Weight Watchers  
6:00 pm Lenten Supper by 

UEC -Tacos 
6:30 pm – Lenten Study & 

Children’s Class 
7:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 

8 
1:00 pm UMW 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 
6:30 Women’s AA 

9 
 

10 
9:00 am AA 

11 
Daylight Saving Time Begins  
Chancel Chimes Play 
Ministry of the Month: 

Camping 
 
9:20 am Discover BUMC 

Welcome Gathering (FH) 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 
 
 

12 
10:00 am AA 
6:15 pm BeFrienders 
7:15 pm Life 

Happens! 
7:30 pm AA 

13 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Leadership 

Team Meeting 
 

14 
8:30 am Weight Watchers  
6:00 pm Lenten Supper by 

Sr.High Youth Group - 
Pancakes 

6:30 pm – Lenten Study & 
Children’s Class 

7:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 
 

15 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 
6:30 Women’s AA 
 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

16 
 

17 
7:30 am UMM  
9:00 am AA 
 
 
 
St. Patrick’s Day 
  

18 
One Great Hour of Sharing, 

UMCOR Sunday 
10:20 pm  Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA 

19 
10:00 am AA 
12:30 am MS Society 

(FH) 
7:30 pm AA 

20 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm SPRC Meeting 
7:00 pm Women’s 

Retreat planning mtg 
 

21 
8:30 am Weight Watchers  
6:00 pm Lenten Supper by 

UMM 
6:30 pm – Lenten Study & 

Children’s Class 
7:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 

22 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 
6:30 Women’s AA 

23 
 

24 
  9:00 am AA 

25 
Palm Sunday 
All Children Sing in Worship 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 

26 
10:00 am AA 
1:30 pm Prayer Shawl 

at Arlene Nelson’s 
7:30 pm AA 

27 
10:30 AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Finance Team 

Meeting 
 

28 
8:30 am Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm Handbells 
 

29 
6:30 Women’s AA 
7:30 pm Holy 

Thursday Worship 

30 
No Preschool 
12:00 pm Good 

Friday Ecumenical 
Community 
Worship at BUMC 

Easter Garden prep 
 

31 
Easter Garden 
8:00 am Wesley 

Meal 
9:00 am AA 
4:00 pm Joyful 

Praise rehearsal 
 
 



 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Mark on your calendar…  

 

Life Happens! 
Learn what to say and how to 

help in difficult times.   
 

Monday, March 12 
Topic: Bankruptcy 

7:15- 8:15 p.m.  
Located in the fellowship hall 

 

Life Happens! is a new monthly 
ministry each second Monday of the 

month. Come any month you wish, and 
bring a friend.  

 
The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 

Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
Buffalo, MN  55313 

Permit No. 31 

Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone and Fax: 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 

   Find us on Facebook 
 
 

http://www.buffaloumc.org/
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