
	

	
	

 

8:15 am • Joyful Praise Worship   10:30 am • Celebration Worship  
Coffee Fellowship & Education • 9:20-10:20 am 

Peace is in short supply in this world. Perhaps it always has been, 
at least ever since that fateful day when the first woman and man 
decided it would be a good idea to set themselves up as gods. 
The 2,600 years of recorded Biblical history are conflict-filled, 
with the Israel/Palestine area being a land bridge between Egypt 
and Asia, inviting a nonstop parade of warring armies. The world 
today is not all that different, although the things that rob us of 
peace may have expanded: Climate change; threats to our food 
supply; and diminishing sources of clean water for a growing 
world population; continued fractious politics; increasing 
concentration of wealth into the hands of the few: new forms of 
addiction, and a breakdown of institutions we’ve relied on for 
many years—marriage, the church, banks, the government. It’s 
easy to find things which threaten our peace. When the world 
constantly threatens it, what can we do to find enduring peace? 

I greatly appreciate my sisters and brothers who write from 
different theological traditions. Some of the very best writing on 
the topic of inner peace comes through the Catholic Church. I 
recently picked up a book from the King’s House here in town, 
entitled, Finding Inner Peace: Easing Stress and Anxiety through 
Prayer (Deacon Eddie Ensley, Twenty-Third Publications). As you 
might expect, there really is nothing new under the sun. The 
heart of the book is an invitation that we’ve all heard before. The 
way to find real inner peace is to learn how to stop what we’re 
doing and be mindful of the loving arms of God wrapped around 
us, holding us in a grip that will never let go and never stop 
loving us. There is, of course, much more than that: Learning to 
live in the present moment (Jesus had a few choice words to say 
about that); finding peace in gratitude; finding peace in receiving 
and offering forgiveness; and much more. But at the root of this 
and every book on finding peace in prayer, is the first and 
hardest instruction of all: Stop what you’re doing, stop where 
you’re going, and open your heart, mind, and body to God’s 
presence.  

I can’t say which of the world’s troubles are roiling your soul 
today. But I can say that when I am feeling the least at peace, I 
know that I haven’t spent enough time sitting in God’s presence, 
receiving the endless love God has for God’s favorite son!  May 
you experience that same love today.  

Blessings,  Pastor Bill 
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Sunday, March 3 
Experiencing God  
in the Ordinary 
Genesis 28:11-19  

Luke 22:14-16, 19-20 NLT  
Holy Communion 

5th Grade Faith Stepping 
Stone Communion Blessing 

 
Ash Wednesday March 6 

Ashes, Ashes,  
We All Fall Down 

 
Sunday, March 10 

In the Beginning: 
The Garden of Eden 

Genesis 1 
 

Sunday, March 17 
Paradise Lost: 

The Garden of Eden 
Genesis 2:7-8, 16-18, 3:1  

 
Sunday, March 24 
The Garden and the  

Promised land 
Genesis 13:10 
Exodus 3:7-9 

Isaiah 51:3  
 

Sunday, March 31 
The Kingdom of God and 

Gethsemane Part I 
John 15:1,5 

Matthew 6:9b-10 
John 18:1 

Matthew 26:36, 39  
UMCOR Sunday 

Worship Attendance 
                    Early    Late    Total 

Jan. 27 78 58 136 
Feb. 3 138 46 184 
Feb. 10 110 80 190 
Feb. 17 137 42 179 
	

Mission Statement 
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

Office Hours:  (Closed Mondays) 
Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 

Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 
Phone: 763-682-3538 Fax:  763-682-3614 

E-Mail:  Office@BuffaloUMC.com 
Website:  www.BuffaloUMC.org 

   Find us on Facebook 
 

Buffalo UMC is part of the Minnesota Annual Conference  
of The United Methodist Church. 

Staff 
Pastor 
    Rev. Bill Reinhart PastorBill@buffaloumc.com 
Lay Associate Minister 
    Laurie Schroeder Laurie@buffaloumc.com 
Youth Coordinator 
    Curtis R. Rieck Curtis@buffaloumc.com 
Children’s Coordinator 
    Debra Bishop Debbie@buffaloumc.com      
Administrative Assistant 
    Michelle Jones Office@buffaloumc.com  
Bookkeeper  
    Patty Steer Patty@buffaloumc.com 
Preschool Director 
    Melissa Ungaro Melissa@buffaloumc.com 
Custodians 
    Bob & Ryan Highberg Bob@buffaloumc.com 
Chancel Chimes Director 
    Jill Starr 
Nursery Attendant  
    Angie Masteller  
 

Leadership Team Members 
Jim Norrix, Member at Large 763-263-5499 
Larry Frink, Member at Large 218-398-1066 
Kris Uter, Member at Large 952-201-5211 
Peter Bedker, Lay Leader 763-276-7435 
Dexter Lehman, Treasurer 763-229-0335  
TBD, Finance Chair  
Dave Sieberg, Property Chair 763-682-4734 
Gail Hurley, Staff Parish Chair 612-559-9659 
Lori Goth, Faith Formation Rep 763-515-3749 
 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication for members and 
constituents of Buffalo United Methodist Church.  The deadline for 

newsletter articles is the third Thursday of each month. 
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Worship “In the Garden” This Lent 
The Bible begins in a garden where God creates 
Paradise. At the heart of the gospels is another 
garden, the garden of redemption. Jesus suffers, 
dies and is buried in a garden, but on the third 
day he emerges from the tomb, conquering sin 
and death. The Bible ends in a garden, with 
Revelation 22 painting a picture of the saints 
dwelling with God in a restored Paradise. Our 
Sunday morning worship series for Lent 
includes all these Biblical gardens, leading up to 
our beautiful Easter Resurrection Garden! 
 

Lent Begins March 6 
Ash Wednesday on March 6 is 
the beginning of the season of 
Lent, the 40-day preparation 
period for Easter (not including 
Sundays).  In worship that 
evening we will receive ashes on our bodies as a 
sign of mourning for our sins, a sign of our 
mortality, and a sign of our great need for the 
saving work of Jesus.  Worship is at 6:30 pm, 
preceded by a congregational supper at 
6:00 pm.  This service is always a powerful way 
to begin our Lenten journey. 
 

Planting “Seeds of 
Hope” This Lent 
On the four 
Wednesdays following 
Ash Wednesday 
(March 13—April 3) 
from 6:30-7:30 pm, we 
will share stories of 
hope through songs, 
scripture readings, 
and personal stories 

shared in a variety of formats. On Wednesday, 
April 10, we’ll wrap up Lent by going out into 
neighborhoods with a gift of seed packets and 
invitation to Holy Week.  This year, confirmation 
students will eat supper with us, then hold their 
own Lent sessions except on April 10 when they’ll 
join in the neighborhood effort.  Children will 
participate in the sanctuary this year, and some 
activities will be provided. 
 

Thursday Night Bible Study 
Paulette Moore hosts a weekly Bible 
Study on Thursdays at 6:30 pm.  All 
are welcome to join this study long- 
or short-term as able.  Call Paulette 
for details at: 763-276-7435.   

World Religions Sunday Class  
A Sunday morning class begins March 3 on  
“Christianity and World Religions: Wrestling with 
Questions People Ask.”  Paulette Moore will teach 
this Adam Hamilton study, which has been a 
popular book and very informative on how 
Christianity is the same and different from other 
religions. Sign up on the bulletin board at church! 
 

Prayer Journaling Lenten Class 
Learn more about the spiritual practice of prayer 
this Lent! Sheryl Lehman will offer another three 
session prayer study using a free workbook she 
developed. The study will be offered on 
Mondays, March 11,18 & 25 at both 1:00 pm and 
6:30 pm.  Sign up on the bulletin board in the 
lobby today!  
 

Speaker on Social Principles March 24 
Our Sunday Speaker Series sponsored by the 
Adult Discipleship team continues on Sunday, 
March 24 with a presentation on United 
Methodist Social Principles, by Lori McBride of 
White Bear Lake UMC.  Gather in the back of the 
fellowship hall between services (9:20-10:20) to 
learn more about our denomination’s social 
values.  Grab a cup of coffee on your way back! 

 

Life Happens! A Caring Ministry 
We’re changing our Life Happens ministry from 
monthly sessions to bi-monthly on “even” 
months.  Guest speakers will share firsthand 
experiences on difficult topics, helping us know 
what to do and what to say to let people know we 
care.  Join us on the 2nd Monday every other 
month from 7:15-8:15 pm in the fellowship hall for 
a time of listening, learning, caring and dessert.  
The next one is:  

Monday, April 8, 7:15-8:15 p.m. 
Watch for details! 

 

Wednesday Lenten Meals Schedule (6:00 pm) 
March 6  UMW serving baked potatoes 
March 13 UEC serving  tacos 
March 20 Preschool serving spaghetti 
March 27  Chancel Chime serving sloppy Joe’s 
April 3    Youth serving pancakes 
April 10  UMM serving egg bake 

Faith FormationFaith Formation——AdultsAdults		



Sunday School Update 
Children learn so many things in Sunday School—
scripture and Bible stories, songs about faith and 
how to be caring people, as Jesus teaches.  This 
month they will be working on their songs for 
Palm Sunday, doing a special mission project on 
March 3, and learning these Bible stories:  
3/3:    Blankets for Beds (Mission project in SS 

room with families) 
3/10:   Jesus heals the 10 lepers  
3/17:   Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey 
3/24:   Last Supper/Jesus teaches how to pray 
3/31:   Jesus is arrested  
 

Help us Plant Seed of Hope this Lent! 
Make Wednesday nights in Lent family 
nights!  Come and eat dinner together at 6:00 (no 
need to cook!) and then enjoy family Lenten 
classes in the sanctuary. (We will NOT have 
separate Children’s Lent classes for grades K-6 
this year.) It all starts with a powerful service on 
Ash Wednesday, March 6 and runs through 
April 3.  Then on Wednesday, April 10, we’ll wrap 
up Lent by going out to share seeds of hope in 
the community! Please join us each Wednesday 
or any Wednesday that you can! 
 

Fifth Grade Faith Stepping Stone Blessing  
Older elementary students are ready not only to 
receive Holy Communion in worship, but also to 
understand it more deeply and to learn how to 
prepare and assist in offering it to the 
congregation. Each year we invite 5th grade 
students and their parents to a Saturday morning 
class exploring the meaning of the Lord’s Supper 
through scripture study and bread 
baking.  Students who may have missed in past 
years or are new to the church are also welcome 
to attend with an adult.  The class session is 
Saturday, March 2 from 9:00-11:30 am.  Students 
will then serve communion in worship on 
Sunday, March 3.  Invitations have been sent to 
our current Sunday School students, but call the 
office if you know of others interested. 

 

Consider Summer Camp for Kids 
It’s time again to start thinking 
about all of the fun camps 
available this summer!  There 
are many to choose from – 
both for individuals and 
families!!  And don’t forget, ALL 

children and youth attending a UM Camp receive 
50% off their camp fee.  Plus, 5th graders receive 
an extra $100 from the church as their Faith 
Stepping Stone gift towards one UM camp!  First 
time adult campers also receive 50% off.  To 
receive the scholarship, deduct the amount of 
your scholarship before paying your registration 
online or on paper.  (Indicate at the bottom that 
your church will send 50% of the camp fee and 
an extra $100 for any 5th graders).  There are also 
additional state camp scholarship funds available 
if needed.   
There is also a form that you will need to fill out 
here at church (or print it from our website) so 
we can cover the scholarship amount.  This form, 
camp catalogues, and registration forms will be 
available in the entry way on the wall.  To 
register online, go to www.campminnesota.org. If 
you have any questions, ask Debbie Bishop, your 
Camp Ambassador and Children’s Ministry 
coordinator.  
 

Kids’ Calendar 
Mar 2  5th Grade Communion Class 
Mar 3  5th Grade Faith Stepping Stone  
  Blessing & Serve Communion 
Mar 6 (Wed) Ash Wednesday  
Mar 10  Jesus Rocks sings at BOTH services 
Mar 13 (Wed)  Lenten Session 
Mar 20 (Wed) Lenten Session 
Mar 27 (Wed) Lenten Session 
 

 
Confirmation Wednesdays in Lent 
This year during Lent, confirmation students will 
share the family supper at 6:00 pm, then from 
6:30-7:30 students will head to their class 
sessions in the education wing.  They will not 
participate in the sanctuary sessions with adults 
and senior high, but parents are encouraged to 
stay and hear the wonderful stories of hope that 
will be shared.  However, students and parents 
will participate in the Ash Wednesday worship 
service on March 6 at 6:30 pm. 

 

Confirmation Lent Schedule 
March. 6   Ash Wednesday Service 
   (Required)  
March 13, 20, 27  Supper @6 pm, class  @ 6:30 
 

Faith FormationFaith Formation——
ConfirmationConfirmation		

Faith FormationFaith Formation——
ConfirmationConfirmation		
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UMCOR Sunday March 31 
This annual UMCOR offering allows the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to keep 
its promise that 100% of all designated gifts go to 
specific causes?  It’s true!  Your gifts make the 
global disaster relief work of UMCOR possible by 
covering staff and administration costs, allowing 
our donations throughout the year to go directly 
to the causes you request.  UMCOR has an 
excellent reputation world-wide for being one of 
the first agencies to arrive and last to leave at the 
scene of disasters.  The UMCOR offering is on 
Sunday, March 31. 
 
Blankets for Beds  
It’s cold outside!  That means 
the need for new or gently used 
blankets/linens continues to be 
great.  Place your donations in 
the “Blankets” box outside of 
the church office or if you need them picked up, 
call Dianne McLain 763-682-2260.  
 

Wesley Meal Update & March 30 Reminder 
From helping to serve or baking a white cake, 
most are familiar with the Wesley Meals Ministry, 
but if not, this is when we cook for and feed 
disadvantaged people at the Wesley Church in 
Minneapolis. Every 5th Saturday throughout the 
year we gather confirmation students, parents, 
faith partners, and others to share good food 
with good people. Our next date is March 30.  
Usually we serve a complete meatloaf dinner, 
including cake, however 2019 is bringing some 
changes. The Wesley Church has been sold to 
Substance Church, a non-denominational 
congregation who has worshiped there the last 
few years, and has begun a $4 million renovation 
project which runs through August. Since we 
won’t be able to access the kitchen or dining 
room during this time, instead we’ll prepare bag 
lunches here at BUMC and take them to Wesley 
Church to hand out there. 

Another change is that after more than 10 years 
of service, Dennis and Tracy Daleiden have 
stepped down as the Wesley Meals leaders. Lori, 
Jade, and Jacob Goth will take over with help 
from Amanda Larson.  Please continue your 
prayers and support of this wonderful ministry! 
Watch for sign-up sheets to help prepare, serve 
and bake for our less fortunate friends out there. 

Lydia Project Exceeds Its Goal! 
For the past eight months, members of more 
than 190 churches across the Dakotas-Minnesota 
Area, including BUMC, have been creating 
beautiful, hand-made purple scarves that will be 
given to General Conference 2020 participants as 
a gesture of welcome. This initiative, called the 
Lydia Project (after Lydia in Acts 16), aimed to 
provide warm hospitality to all who join in the 
work of legislation, fellowship, and worship when 
our global connection meets in Minneapolis in 
May 2020.  Joyously, the number of scarves 
pledged has exceeded the ambitious 10,000 goal!   
 

Frozen Meals Available 
Don’t forget that there are frozen meals available 
to share with others!!   Ask for help if you can’t 
find them, but PLEASE know they are there to be 
given out!!  This is a perfect way to be a conduit 
of God’s love!!  Who can you think of that would 
enjoy the blessing of a surprise meal? 
 

March is FoodShare Month! 
Food insecurity is an on-going 
challenge, affecting all ages, but 
most often seniors and young 
families. The March FoodShare 
Campaign reminds us of the 
need for personal care and food 
donations, which can be left in 
the red wagon by the church 
office.  Monetary donations are 
also welcome, as the food shelf can stretch 
dollars further through food co-ops.  Make 
checks out to the church with “food shelf” 
designated in the memo line and the church will 
forward.  Bags, flyers, and envelopes are available 
in the church entryway. Food shelf envelopes are 
also available, if you prefer to give money directly 
to them.   

EarthKeepers Training This April 
If you are passionate about care of 
creation and environmental justice 
as ways to sustain and broaden 
our UM mission of healing and 
hope, consider	this	training:	

Earthkeepers	Training	
Koinonia Retreat Center, South Haven  

Noon Thursday, April 25 -Saturday, April 27 
See Laurie for details on this event hosted by the 
Minnesota Annual Conference.  There is an early 
bird registration deadline of February 28, so 
touch base ASAP! 

Ministry & MissionsMinistry & Missions		



Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Join this gathering every 
fourth Monday of the month 
at Arlene Nelson’s home at 
Park Terrace at 1:00 pm to 
knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be 
homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other 
challenging situations.  Call Dianne McLain at  
763-682-2260 with questions.  This month: 
Monday, March 25 at 1:00 pm. 
 

 
 

Casting Crowns Concert Friday, April 12 
Join your church family for a fun and faith-filled 
evening of music at the Casting Crowns concert 
at Target Center on Friday, April 12 at 7:00 pm.  
We have reserved a block of 50 tickets at group 
rates and are arranging for a bus to take us!  
Prices are subsidized from fund raisers for 
confirmation students and senior high youth: 

Confirmation Students   $10 
BUMC Senior High Youth $15 
Adults, children, guests  $25 

First come basis, so sign up NOW!  What a great 
spirit-filled event just before Holy Week begins!! 
 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
The United Methodist Men’s 
Fellowship gathers on Saturday, 
March 16 at 7:30 am for fellowship 
over a hot breakfast, devotions, 
discussions, and to look for ways to 

serve our church family and community.  
Newcomers are welcome any time!  Contact Ivan 
Erickson at 763-497-1742 if you have questions. 
 

United Methodist Women’s Fellowship 
The United Methodist Women's Group 
will meet on March 14 at 1:00 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. The hostess’ will be 
Joyce Dietz & Esther Kiphuth 
	
	

Praise and Coffee Gatherings 
Another Praise and Coffee 
fellowship takes place on Monday, 
March 4 at 6 pm with Sheryl 
Lehman at Perkins. Men, women, 
young, old – all welcome!  Bring a 
friend.  Coffee is optional.  

		

Thursday Game Gathering 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 
1:00 pm March 7th for a time of 
fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a 
favorite game and snacks.  All are 
welcome!  Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if 
you have questions.   

Finance Team Report        by Martyn Dibben 

Thanks to year-end giving, the 2018 annual 
income exceeded expenses by just under $2,000, 
enabling the church’s General Reserve account to 
remain above $30,000.  This year’s operating 
budget is around 3.5% lower, yet expected to 
allow all planned program missions. 

The early 2019 bank balance is higher than typical 
due to specific full-year pre-pays and timed 
quarterly giving.  But obligatory apportionment 
costs will be up compared to 2018 by nearly $60 
per month, even though the usual attached 
“special askings” are actually down.  The church’s 
network server needs to be replaced this year at 
an expected cost of around $2,500- $3,000, but 
bids still being analyzed.   

January’s 2019 Finance Team meeting was snow-
cancelled, and thus this year’s slate of officers yet 
to be elected.  But funded 2019 MCCI activities 
are numerous and expected to yield valuable new 
church vibes.  God’s love is good indeed! 

BUMPreschool Financial Update 
As reported in the December newsletter and 
discussed at the end-of-year Church Conference, 
our BUMPreschool ministry has faced several 
difficult years financially, primarily due to 
reduced enrollment in the youngest class. 
Increased competition from day care centers, 
licensed home daycares (now required to offer 
preschool curriculum), ECFE preschool through 
the public schools, combined with a demographic 
dip has led to tuition shortfalls and deficit 
spending. The Leadership Team has been working 
with the Preschool Board to establish enrollment 
targets and new tuition rates for the 2019-2020 
year that are necessary for the Preschool to 
remain viable. How can you help? Let your people 
know about the high-quality, Christian preschool 
that we offer, and encourage them to enroll early! 
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    Preschool NewsPreschool News		

It may have been cold outside in February, but 
we were warm “at the beach” here in Preschool!  
We transformed our rooms into a watery ocean 
world, learned lots about the fabulous ocean an-
imals and then cranked up the heat for a grand 
Beach Party complete with swimsuits, flip flops, 
and sunglasses!  We also “felt the love” in Pre-
school with lots of heartfelt friendship activities, 
heart shaped Valentines crafts, and academic 
focus on letters U, D, O and V helped us learn 
about love for family, friends, and God’s world.  
Dianne and Debbie added some joy to our hearts 
this month with their visit, and special stories, 
talking about being a friend, and of course our 
very best friend is Jesus.   

The end of the month found us delighting in the 
world of Dr. Seuss! Red and white striped “cat 
hats”, footprints in paint, oobleck, stories filled 
with rhymes, wearing crazy socks and pajamas 
to school, and some green eggs and ham will all 
be a part of our fun and funny week!  

Also in March we will participate in Food Share 
Month here in our local community. For a week 
the preschoolers will bring in nonperishable 
food/paper products, and as they bring them 
we build a wonderful “grocery store” of goods in 
our room.  We get to count, sort, and organize 
our goods, and then finally pack them up to take 
to the local Food Shelf.  What a great lesson in 
sharing, and also that by each helping a little, as 
a team we accomplish a lot! 

Do you enjoy a nice warm spaghetti dinner?  
Then join us as our preschoolers serve the Len-
ten Meal on Wednesday March 20th.  Our little 
chefs will once again be roaming around the 
dining room asking if you would “Like some 
Cheese”! 

The end of the month will bring Parent Teacher 
Conferences for the 3 year old class, before we 
end with Spring Break March 29-April 5.  We 
will be looking for signs of Spring as we start to 
leave winter behind (hopefully!)   

Melissa Ungaro, Director 

	Lawn Crew Needed 
Hard to believe it based on the mounds of snow 
piled up around the church parking lot, but 
Spring will be here before we know it (hopefully!) 
and the grass will be growing!  The Property 
Team is gearing up for lawn mowing and we have 
saved a lot of money annually by using volunteers 
to mow May through October.  We schedule two 
households per week to mow.  With two people 
on the riding mowers and one person using the 
push mower and weed whacker it takes about 
two and a half hours to mow the church property.  
(The church has mowers on site that you can 
use.)  We have lost some of our mowing team this 
year, so would you consider volunteering once or 
twice this year?  Contact Michelle at the church 
office for more information or to volunteer. 

MCCI Update  
 We’d really like to get our Web Design team 

up and running in March.  We have several 
team members already, but if you’d be willing 
to join them, please see Laurie ASAP and you’ll 
be informed of their first meeting. 

 The Worship Excellence and Sunday 
Scheduling Teams have joined with our 
Worship Design Team and are moving 
forward in trying to assess changes that may 
help our Sunday mornings be more hospitable 
to new people and provide a vibrant worship 
atmosphere.  They meet next on March 3, so 
share your ideas with Pastor Bill. 

 The Décor Team continues working on their 
changes in the church lobby.  Perhaps you 
noticed the bookcases are gone?  Information 
brochures can be found in the wall rack.  
Many other improvements are in the works 
and will be noticeable soon! 

 The Re-Branding (and Visual Identity) team 
continues working with staff to implement 
our new look.  Companion logos are being 
developed for some of our ministries to use as 
identifiers, as well. 



	

	

Learning to 
Listen in Love 
Saturday, April 6 

9:00-noon 
with  

Rev. Susan Nienaber 
Big Waters  

District Superintendent 

We often talk about being “the hands 
and feet of Jesus” as a commitment to 
serve, but how about becoming God’s 
ears?  Listening well is not automatic 
for most us.  Learning to listen better 
changes our outlook and is a skill that 
benefits us in pretty much every 
aspect of our lives, often yielding 
amazing results.  Relationships with 
family, friends, and co-workers are 
enhanced by good listening, and as 
servants of God, often what we most 
need to offer is a listening ear.  Our 
BeFrienders program is based on that 
premise – listen, don’t try to fix.  Often 
care visits or phone calls to people in 
difficult circumstances are mostly 
about listening and simply letting 
people know they are not alone. 

To help us become better listeners, we 
will offer a morning learning session 
on Saturday, April 6.  We’re thrilled to 
have our District Superintendent Rev. 
Susan Nienaber as trainer.  All are 
welcome to attend this session, and at 
the end you may decide how to use 
your newfound knowledge.  Perhaps 
put it to practice simply in your own 
personal relationships, or you may 
wish to reach out to others in ministry 
through our congregational care team 
by offering visits or phone calls.  
Another option might be to go on to 
further training as a BeFriender.  
Whatever way you decide to “be God’s 
ears” is fine with us!  Mark you 
calendar now and watch for more 
details! 

Join us at this free training session  
and become a better a listener! 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Mark your calendar…  
 

Seeds	of	Hope	
Lent	Series			

	
Ash Wednesday, March 6 

Supper 6:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday Service 6:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesdays 
 March 13—April 3 

Supper at 6:00 p.m. 
Lent Sessions at 6:30 p.m. 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 
Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 



 

 

PARENT REMINDER: 
From March 6 through  

April 10 students will be 
participating in the 

Lenten dinners!  Dinner 
begins serving at 6:00pm.  

Though there is not a 
charge, as there is with 

pizza each week, there is 
the opportunity to support 

the various ministries 
with a free will offering. 

Lent is not simply about giving something up, it can be about 
adding something in a regular spiritual discipline that is 

beneficial to a believer’s life; for example, reading scripture and 
spending time in prayer daily. I recently issued a challenge to our 
students to give God 12, which simply means to give 12 minutes 

of your day to God, every day. The 12 minutes can be spent 
reading God’s Word, journaling and memorizing what they read, 
and also including time for prayer and reflection.  Maybe you can 

join us by giving God 12 of your minutes daily this Lent! 

BUFFALO UMC CROWNS KEN WEESE! 

The annual tournament was a bit closer than 
we have seen for some time. In the final 
round undefeated Ken Weese took on 
undefeated Dana Sampson to see which 
would emerge as our champion. However, 
the margin of Ken’s win was large enough to 
allow Peter Metcalf to leapfrog Dana for 
second place. An exciting day to say the least. 

Thank you to Glenda Vidmar for her organization, and to all of 
our players. We look forward to seeing you next year.   

Nine cooks entered their 
deliciousness in an attempt to walk 
away with the 2019 People’s Choice 
Award. Each was judged by those in 
attendance, who voted by financially 
donating to each chilis “pot.” Entered 
recipe’s were unique, such as 
Venison Black Bean, smoked Rib and 
one with no meat or beans at all. In 
the end all the voting went to Jed 
Varner’s “El Cid Chili” and Norm 
Grimme’s “Sweet Chili.”  But when 
the votes were counted Jed Varner, 

creator of the “El Cid,” and Chili Chef Extraordinaire (in my 
opinion) was hailed as the 2019 Buffalo UMC Chili Champion. 
Thanks to all the entrants and hopefully you will each be back for 
this fun day in 2020! 

This March	 Senior High Youth	

“Where Everybody  
Knows Your Name!” 

 

CURTIS R. RIECK 
Curtis@buffaloumc.com 

(The guy who should know stuff) 
 
 
 

NO DOTS           NO  STARS 



Scripture Reader Schedule 
10:30 Celebration Service  

March 3 Darla O’Flanagan 

March 10 Dave Gaeth 

March 17 Julie Bedker 

March 24 Sara Gaeth 

Coffee Server Schedule 
March 3 UEC – Don & Jeanne Wermager 
March 10 Jim & Sandy Tool 

March 17 Martyn & Alison Dibben 

March 24 Esther Kiphuth & Eric Johnson 

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am 

March 3 
March 10 
March 17 
March 24 
March 31 

10:30 am 
March 3 
March 10 
March 17 
March 24 
March 31 

  
Loren & Jane Van Dorp 
Gloria Farwick & Abby Urick 
Don & Jeanne Wermager 
Dexter & Sheryl Lehman 
Jeff & Kris Wurtzberger 
 
Ivan Erickson, Lester Hamann 
Linda Bostic & Jeremy Carlson 
Lester Hamann & Iona Markley 
Ivan Erickson & Susan Sorsoleil 
Susan Anderson & Linda Bostic 

March 31 Andrea Dorado 

March 31 Peter & Barbara Sargent 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

April 6 Learning to Listen with Love 
Training Session 

April 12        Casting Crowns Concert 

April 14       Palm Sunday 

April 18          Holy Thursday Worship 

April 19          Good Friday Service 

April 21          Easter Sunday 

April 27 Saturday Awakenings  

May 5 Baby Animal Fair @ Civic Ctr. 

May 18 Party In The Park 

May 19           Celebration Sunday 

	

March Schedules 

Devotional Resources 
Current issues of the Upper Room 
are available in the entryway for a 
nominal donation. 

 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office, email or use the 
pew response cards to make 
prayer requests for the prayer 
circle.  For inclusion in Sunday 
morning announcements, turn 
them in to the pastor before the 
worship service. 

 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church office at 763
-682-3538 with prayer concerns 
or to be part of the prayer circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Call the 
office and indicate if you will 
bring your own, or place your 
check for $39 in the offering 
marked “flowers” and we will 
order. 

Please let the church office 
know: 

 If your telephone number, e-
mail address or mailing 
address change. 

 When a member of your 
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy 
Communion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in the 
congregation that could use a 
delivered meal.  

Information 



March 2019 
 

      Sunday    Monday          Tuesday     Wednesday        Thursday    Friday  Saturday 
 
Sunday Schedule  
  8:15 am                  Joyful Praise Worship  
  9:20-10:20 am Fellowship & Education  
  10:30 am                Celebration Worship 

 
 

1 
 

2 
7:30 am 

Worship 
Design Team 
Meeting 

9:00 am 5th Gr. 
Communion 
FSS Class 

9 00  AA 
 

3 
Holy Communion 
5th Grade FSS Blessing 
9:20 am World Religions Study 
9:20 am Blankets for Beds Family 

Mission Event 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks Rehearsal 
11:30 am MCCI Worship Meeting 
7:30 pm AA (FH) 
 
 

4 
9:00 am Commodity 
Distribution 
10:00 am AA 
6:00 pm Praise & Coffee 
7:30 pm AA 

5 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 
Watchers 
7:00 pm Property 

Team Meeting 
 
 
 

6 Ash Wednesday 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
2:00 pm Guest Connections 

Meeting 
6:00 pm Lenten Supper by UMW 

– Baked Potato Bar 
6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Worship 
7:30 pm Handbells  
  7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 
 

7 
1:00 pm Thursday 

Game Gathering 
6:30 pm Womens AA 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 

8 
   
 
 

9 
9:00 am AA 
 

10 
Jesus Rocks Sings in Worship 
Handbells play in Worship 
9:20 am World Religions Study 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 
 

11 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer Journaling 
6:15 pm  BeFrienders 
6:30 pm Prayer Journaling 
7:30 pm AA 
 

12 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 
Watchers 
7:00 pm  

Leadership 
Team Meeting 

 

13 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Lenten Supper by UEC – 

Tacos 
6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
6:30 pm Lent Seeds of Hope 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
7:30 pm Handbells 
  

14 
1:00 pm UMW 
6:30 pm Womens AA 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 
 
 
 

15 
  
 
 

16 
7:30 am UMM 
9:00 am AA 
 
 

17 
 9:20 am World Religions Study 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA 
 
St. Patrick’s  
Day 

18 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer Journaling 
6:30 pm Prayer Journaling 
7:30 pm AA 
 

19 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 
Watchers 
7:00 pm SPRC 

Team Meeting   
  
 

20 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Lenten Supper by 

Preschool - Spaghetti 
6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
6:30 pm Lent Seeds of Hope 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
7:30 pm Handbells 
 

21 
6:30 pm Womens AA 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 

22 
 

23 
9:00 am AA 
7:00 Saturday 

Awakenings 

24 
9:20 am UM Social Principles class 

with guest speaker Lori McBride 
7:30 pm AA 

25 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer Journaling 
1:00 pm Prayer Shawls at 

Arlene’s 
6:30 pm Prayer Journaling 
7:30 pm AA 
 

26 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 
Watchers 
7:00 pm Finance 

Team Meeting 
 

27 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Lenten Supper by 

Chancel Chimes – Sloppy Joe’s 
6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
6:30 pm Lent Seeds of Hope 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
7:30 pm Handbells 
 

28 
6:30 pm Womens AA 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 

29 
 
   

30 
 8:00 am Wesley 

Meal 
 9:00 am AA 
 
   31  UMCOR Sunday Offering 

9:20 am World Religions Study 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA 

 


	UMCOR Sunday
	Mission Statement
	Consider Summer Camp for Kids
	It’s time again to start thinking about all of the fun camps available this summer!  There are many to choose from – both for individuals and families!!  And don’t forget, ALL children and youth attending a UM Camp receive 50% off their camp fee.  Plus, 5th graders receive an extra $100 from the church as their Faith Stepping Stone gift towards one UM camp!  First time adult campers also receive 50% off.  To receive the scholarship, deduct the amount of your scholarship before paying your registration online or on paper.  (Indicate at the bottom that your church will send 50% of the camp fee and an extra $100 for any 5th graders).  There are also additional state camp scholarship funds available if needed.  
	There is also a form that you will need to fill out here at church (or print it from our website) so we can cover the scholarship amount.  This form, camp catalogues, and registration forms will be available in the entry way on the wall.  To register online, go to www.campminnesota.org. If you have any questions, ask Debbie Bishop, your Camp Ambassador and Children’s Ministry coordinator. 
	This annual UMCOR offering allows the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to keep its promise that 100% of all designated gifts go to specific causes?  It’s true!  Your gifts make the global disaster relief work of UMCOR possible by covering staff and administration costs, allowing our donations throughout the year to go directly to the causes you request.  UMCOR has an excellent reputation world-wide for being one of the first agencies to arrive and last to leave at the scene of disasters.  The UMCOR offering is on Sunday, March 31.
	Blankets for Beds ￼
	It’s cold outside!  That means the need for new or gently used blankets/linens continues to be great.  Place your donations in the “Blankets” box outside of the church office or if you need them picked up, call Dianne McLain 763�682-2260. 
	￼United Methodist Men’s Fellowship
	BUMPreschool Financial Update
	As reported in the December newsletter and discussed at the end-of-year Church Conference, our BUMPreschool ministry has faced several difficult years financially, primarily due to reduced enrollment in the youngest class. Increased competition from day care centers, licensed home daycares (now required to offer preschool curriculum), ECFE preschool through the public schools, combined with a demographic dip has led to tuition shortfalls and deficit spending. The Leadership Team has been working with the Preschool Board to establish enrollment targets and new tuition rates for the 2019-2020 year that are necessary for the Preschool to remain viable. How can you help? Let your people know about the high-quality, Christian preschool that we offer, and encourage them to enroll early!
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