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Worship Events 
 

Sunday, May 7 
Stories of Courage: Risk 

Joshua 1:5-9 
Mark 2:1-12 

Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, May 14 
Stories of Courage: 

Vulnerability 
Mark 5:25-34 
Esther 7:1-7 

 
Sunday, May 21 

Stories of Courage: Trust 
1 Kings 18:22-29 
1 Kings 18:36-40 

 
Sunday, May 28 
Memorial Sunday 
Stories of Courage: 

Perseverance 
Hebrews 11:1, 8-12 

Daniel 6:6-13 

 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Joyful Praise Worship 
8:15 am 

 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:20-10:20 am 

 

Celebration Worship  
10:30 am (through 5/21) 
9:45 am (starting 5/28)   

 

 

Stories of Courage 

 

The poet E.E. Cummings wrote “It takes courage to grow up and 
become who you really are.” So I wonder, do we have the courage to grow 
up and become the church we really are?  Now that we’ve had a first look 
at our five breakthrough ministry initiatives, each of us needs to decide 
how we’ll respond. Will we respond with courage, or with one of the less 
hopeful alternatives, like fear, pessimism, apathy, or despair?  Courage 
isn’t an easy thing.  I like the way John Wayne put it: “Courage is being 
scared to death... and saddling up anyway.”  

Fortunately for us, we’re not the first of God’s people to face this 
question of courage. The Bible is full of examples of Godly courage in the 
face of fear, self-doubt, physical and social obstacles, and overwhelming 
odds. As we walk through this month of discerning our future together, 
we’ll read and sing stories of courage from the Bible in worship: 
Courageous Risk for the sake of a friend; Courageous Vulnerability in the 
face of rejection; Courageous Trust in God’s providence when everyone 
seems to be an enemy; Courageous Perseverance in the face of opposition, 
and Courageous Prayer for God to pour out the Holy Spirit and empower 
the Body of Christ with resurrection life! 

As God’s people, the Church, we are called to bear the light of 
Christ into the world. We can’t move forward and stay where we already 
are, and that can be scary. It’s not always easy to remain hopeful when our 
eyes can’t see what’s hoped for, our minds can’t understand the path 
foreword, and our hearts can’t escape the fear of the unknown. But Jesus 
promises that if we faithfully bear His light, “you won’t be stumbling 
through the darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.” 
(John 8:12, NLT) Moving forward in faith requires that we see with eyes 
of hope, illuminated with the loving light of Christ. And we know that 
“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear…” (1 John 4:18, 
NIV) 

I believe this is our hour, Buffalo United Methodist Church. God is 
asking us to add to the long Biblical roll call of courageous God lovers and 
Jesus followers who risked much and loved much, not for the sake of an 
institution, but for the sake of the mission God has called us to- to make 
disciples of Jesus for the transformation and healing of this broken and 
hurting world. It’s a noble mission. Will we accept it with courage? 

 
Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 



Buffalo United Methodist Church  
…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 

 
 

Grow in Love of God and Neighbor  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul & mind and 
love your neighbors as yourself    Matthew 22:37-40   
 

Introduce People to Jesus 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all people… ` 

  Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Heal a Broken World  
The spirit of the Lord is upon us to bring good news to the poor 

Luke 4:16-21 
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 Spiritual Growth 
Spring Breakthrough Prayer 

Remember to continue praying that God will 
break through in new ways! Each Sunday we have 
been praying our Spring Breakthrough Prayer 
together : 
 Holy Spirit, break through and inspire the 
people of Buffalo United Methodist Church in new 
ways. Open my heart to receive and share the 
extraordinary love of God with a renewed vitality. I 
joyfully surrender to your Spirit. Amen. 
Each week, you’re invited to focus on one particular 
phrase from the prayer in your personal prayer time. 
The remaining prayer phrases for this month are: 
5/7   "receive and share” 
5/14  “extraordinary love” 
5/21  “renewed vitality” 
5/28  “joyfully surrender" 

 

Town Hall Meetings on Initiatives 
On Sunday, April 30 five breakthrough 

ministry initiatives were set before our congregation 
as God-possibilities for a fruitful future.  As we now 
enter into a season of discernment, you’re invited to 
participate in one of our town hall meetings.  The 
purpose of these meetings is to provide a safe, 
honest space for you to offer your thoughts, 
feelings, and questions regarding the five initiatives, 
leading up to a church conference vote on Sunday, 
June 4 at 10:50 am.  Copies of the report from the 
Breakthrough/MCCI Team on April 30 are 
available.  

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to 
attend the town hall meetings facilitated by lay 
people from our congregation.  They take place:  
 Tuesday, May 9, 7:00-8:30 pm  
 Wednesday, May 10, 1:00-2:30 pm  
 Sunday, May 21, 9:30-10:30 am  

Membership Class May 20 
 Come and learn more about our 
congregation’s traditions and beliefs, and some 
history and values of The United Methodist Church 
on Saturday, May 20 at 9 am in preparation for 
membership or simply for your education and 
information.  This is be a fun morning of 
conversation and fellowship, so all are welcome!   

Following the class, those who choose to 
move forward with membership will be received as 
members during worship on Sunday, June 4.  For 
more information, contact Laurie Schroeder or 
Pastor Bill.  Pre-registration is appreciated. 

Biker Blessing on Sunday, May 21 
Join us for our annual blessing of 

motorcyclists and bikers!  Riders from local 
motorcycle clubs have been invited to join us on 
May 21.  The congregation is also encouraged to 
join our guests for the youth mission team’s fund-
raising breakfast served from 9:00-10:30 am.   

At 10 am Pastor Bill will lead a brief prayer 
outside for all riders.  All from our congregation are 
encouraged to participate in the blessing whether 
you bring your “ride” or not!  (Children will receive 
a “summer play blessing” during the worship 
services.)  Be here for a fun day of worship, 
blessing, breakfast and hospitality!  Invite your 
biker friends. 

 
 

 

Peace with Justice Offering 
On Sunday, May 14 we will receive this 

special offering which helps fund programs that 
advocate for peace and justice in the U.S. and 
around the world.  These ministries empower 
United Methodists to speak out for removal of 
structures and systems that harm God’s children 
globally.  This is one of six annual UM special 
offerings. 



Memorial Sunday May 28 
 Each year on the Sunday of Memorial 
weekend, we acknowledge the memorials gifts to 
the church from the past year.  These gifts remind 
us of loved ones lost, and also help support the 
ministries of the church in a variety of ways.  The 
memorials received from May 2016-April 2017 are: 

Pat Highberg – playground & memorial fund 
Larry Larson – memorial fund 
Sharon Erickson – memorial fund 
Bob Maass – memorial fund 
Doug DCamp – memorial fund 
Mary Davis – Christmas dinner & playground 
Char Schenkler – memorial fund 
Gloria Elliott – memorial fund 
Elvina Bechthold – playground & memorial fund 

Answered Prayer Garden 
Watch and listen for answered prayers in 

your life, then please share them on one of the paper 
tulips in the lobby or fellowship hall. Fill our walls! 

Growing Generous Givers 
 We welcome God into most parts of our 
lives, but often hesitate with our money. Yet money 
is a gift like any other, and our use of it a spiritual 
discipline.  As a church, and as individuals, we seek 
to grow in our stewardship faithfulness. 
 

Deuteronomy 10:14 – Behold, to the Lord your God belong 
heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it. 

1 Chronicles 29:11 – Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the 
power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed 
everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the 
dominion, o Lord, and You exalt Yourself as head over all. 

Psalm 50:10-12 – For every beast of the forest is Mine, the 
cattle on a thousand hills. I know every bird of the mountains, 
and everything that moves in the field is Mine. If I were 
hungry I would not tell you, for the world is Mine, and all it 
contains. 

Prayer - O God, it is so easy to begin to take credit for the 
ways you have enriched our lives; to claim our own ingenuity 
and not attribute our talents, abilities, and accomplishments to 
you.  Today I give you thanks and praise for the gifts, talents and 
abilities you have so freely extended into my life.  And may you 
receive the credit for all I am able to accomplish.  May it bring 
honor and glory to you.  Use your blessings in my life to further 
your will and plans for this world, I pray.  In Christ’s name.  
Amen. 
 

Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
May 7 Holy Communion; handbells play at 

both services 
May 14 Peace with Justice offering; Jesus 

Rocks sing in worship 
May 21 Education Volunteer Recognition 

Sunday; Children’s Summer Blessing 
in worship; Bike (motorcycle) Blessing 
at 10:00 

May 28 Memorial Sunday; late service moves 
to 9:45 am 

Summer Schedule Change May 28 
Late service moves to 9:45 am on May 28 

and remains that time through Labor Day weekend! 

Chancel Chimes Play at Care Centers 
You are welcome to join the 

Chancel Chimes and the residents as 
they play short concerts at local care 
centers.  They will play at 
Annandale Care Center on 
Wednesday, May 3 at 7:00 pm, 
then also at Parkview Care Center 
Chapel on Wednesday, May 10 at 
7 pm.  This is the last time they play before our 
summer handbell hiatus. 

Parkview Service May 14 
Pastor Bill would love to have you join him 

as he leads worship at Parkview Chapel on Sunday, 
May 14 at 2:00 pm.  It’s great to have folks there 
to visit with the residents and add their voices to our 
worship.  Let him know if you can join him! 

Worship Design Team 
 Thanks to our worship design team members 
who work with Pastor Bill and Laurie year-round to 
add depth, meaning and faith touchstones to our 
worship services.  They worked especially hard to 
put the Holy Thursday service together.  When you 
have a chance, say thank you!  Members are Craig 
Lilja, Rita Varner-Otness, Darla O’Flanagan, 
Maryann Barfknecht, Suzy Smith, Robin Anderson, 
and Jana Knutson. 



Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
March 26  131 60 191 
April 2  135 68 203 
April 9  169 72 240 
April 16  197 130 327 
April 23  109 72 181 
 

 

 

Ministry & Missions  
Feed My Starving Children 

Join us on Saturday, June 3 from 2-4 pm 
at Feed My Starving Children in Coon Rapids as 
we pack meals to send to famine stricken countries 
around the world. This is a great way to learn about 
world hunger and to make a difference. During the 
two hours, you will learn about world hunger, pack 
meals, pray over the meals before they are sent, and 
see how much of an impact was made by your crew. 
Everyone, especially families, are encouraged to 
attend. Volunteers must be at least 5 years old. 

We have several spots reserved for our 
church family and friends. Sign up at church if you 
are interested in attending. Call Kris Wurtzberger at 
763-438-0047 with questions. 

Frozen Meals Available 
 There are several different sizes of chicken 
noodle casserole, some turkey soup, chili and 
chocolate chip cookies in the storeroom freezer for 
you to take to someone needing a meal or two.  Ask 
for help if you can’t find them! 

UMW Fellowship 
 All women are invited to hear Lisa Parteh of 
Functional Industries share about their program and 
goals at the United Methodist Women meeting on 
Thursday, May 11 at 1:00 pm.  

UMW Bake Sale June 4 
 If you like to bake or prepare snacks, please 
bring some to church on June 4 when you come to 
worship and place them on the table provided.  
Congregation is invited to give a free-will donation 
and take those goodies home to enjoy.  Money 
received will go towards the 2017 UMW Missions. 

UMW Rummage Sale August 16-19 
 Mark your calendar for another rummage 
sale sponsored by United Methodist Women on 
August 16-19.  Going through your closets and 
storage units and save them for this sale - books, 
toys, children's clothing, small household items, 
crafts, needlework, holiday items, games, 
collectibles, miscellaneous items, etc. All proceeds 
will go toward the UMW Mission support.  

Blankets for Beds 
Though winter is nearing 

an end, the need for blankets 
continues.  Please bring new and 
gently used blankets, bedding and towels for local 
distribution.  If you need items to be picked up, 
please contact Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260. 

 

Fun & Fellowship 

Saturday Awakenings 
Saturday,  
May 6, 7:00 pm  

 
Don’t miss a high energy Saturday 

Awakenings concert on May 6 with the Light of the 
Moon band. This trio plays a wide variety of songs 
and dance music drawn from the melting pot of 
traditional music of the American South. The music 
mix includes lots of old Swing, jug-band, country, 
and blues tunes, and also traditional Irish dance 
tunes. In addition to strings (guitars, mandolin, 
banjo) they incorporate a wide variety of other 
instruments, including harmonicas, tin whistles, 
fifes and flutes, and a range of small percussion 
sounds.  Bring a friend! 

Diners Out Gatherings Are Back 
This fellowship ministry will meet on the 4th 

Thursday of each month May through September.  
This is a good way for empty nesters and others to 
get better acquainted with friends of Buffalo UMC, 
so join us for dinner and a time of fellowship at 
Perkins restaurant on Thursday, May 25 at 5:30 
pm.  If you have any questions or need a ride, call 
Dave & Sara Gaeth at 763-682-4964. 

 



Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Sunday School Update 
Easter is a holiday unique 

from all of the others.  It doesn't 
leave you feeling let down that it is 
over and won't be here for another 
year.  It reminds us of new 
beginnings and Jesus' love for us.  In Sunday 
School, we have been building upon the love and 
sacrifice Jesus showed us by reinforcing how he 
connects us to God.  He is not only there for us, but 
forgives us and shows us how to be closer to 
God.  Ask your 3-4-5 year olds about recreating the 
breakfast at the lake with Jesus and Peter...as you 
may remember, Jesus forgives Peter again and Peter 
follows Jesus for the rest of his life. 

With only a few more weeks left of Sunday 
school, we will focus on not only Jesus's love for 
us, but the families God has created in our 
lives.  Mother's Day and Father's Day give us the 
opportunity to thank God for these wonderful 
people that help us learn every day to follow Jesus 
and our faith.  Our family includes our church 
family too - each one of you!  These relationships 
are what help our youth not just learn about the love 
of Jesus, but learn how to live it!   

It is so rewarding to witness the moment 
when a child exhibits their pure, whole-hearted love 
for Jesus.  I share this with you to remind you how 
important and impactful each one of you are in the 
growth of our younger generation.   

When one of our youngest Sunday school 
students had a difficult time deciding if they wanted 
to come to Sunday School one week, I watched as 
another student ran up to show his love and 
encouragement by exclaiming, "Why don't you 
want to come to Sunday school?!?  We get to learn 
about Jesus!  Come on!"  That not only put a smile 
on all of our faces, but it made a big impact on the 
decision for our newest member to stay.   

Enthusiasm and ❤ is contagious...Keep 
doing what you do....our kids are watching, 
listening and learning.  Thank you! 

 

Sunday School Calendar 
May 7 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal  
May 14 Jesus Rocks Sings 
May 21 All children sing for Celebration Sunday; 
 SS “Banquet Table” and party 

Celebration Sunday May 21 
Sunday, May 21 is our Celebration Sunday!  

Lots of things are happening, so plan to be here!  
• All SS children will sing at BOTH services to 

honor SS teachers.  They sing at the end of the 
8:15 service (be here by 9:00!) and near the 
beginning of the 10:30 service (done by 10:45).   

• Bring a finger food for our SS Banquet Table!  
(Parents, if your children have special food 
requirements, be sure you bring for them.)  

Summer Camp Funds Available! 
The leadership team again 

voted to use Easter offering funds 
to pay for half your camping fees 
this year!  We want children and 
youth to experience camp, and 
want to make sure they aren’t staying home due for 
financial reasons.  All children and youth age 18 or 
under attending United Methodist camps will have 
half the registration fees covered by BUMC.  First-
time adult campers are also covered.  This is a great 
way for us to offer a great faith formation 
experience, and also support our UM camping 
programs at the same time!   

Pick up a camping brochure at church or go 
online to https://minnesotaumc.org/get-
involved/camping-retreats/ to register for the 
camp of your choice. Then complete our BUMC 
camping form and return it to church so we can pay 
the other half.   

Fifth graders also receive an additional $100 
gift from the church to use towards any UM camp 
experience as part of their Faith Stepping Stone 
blessing, and scholarships are available for anyone 
needing additional help with registration fees.  
Contact Michelle at church for more information.  

Jesus Rocks Team May 14 
 Our Jesus Rocks youth praise team (grades 
5-8) will share music in worship on Sunday, May 
14 at both services.  We rehearse on Sunday, May 
7 from 10:20-11:00 am.   
  



Summer Playground Plans 
Now that funding for Phase 2 is secure, the 

equipment has been ordered so watch for sign-up 
sheets to help with the installation.   The team is 
working with the city on the best plan for a 
wheelchair accessible path down to the playground,  
and in obtaining a shade canopy over the benches.   

We now want to form a new outreach 
ministry team focusing on reaching children and 
families with the love of Jesus, based around the 
new playground. Would you serve on this team?  
Following are some ideas for the new team to 
consider this summer.  
• How about a weekly reading hour on summer 

afternoons sharing stories and engaging with 
neighborhood children?   

• Let’s set up yoga classes on the grass. 
• Or how about inviting families to use our 

labyrinth as a form of family prayer; offering 
guidance to families as they use the labyrinth 
and the playground?   

• How about a “little library” to exchange books?  
Are you willing to build one? 

This playground is going to give us such great 
opportunities to show the community how much 
Jesus cares about them. Working together as a 
church, we can accomplish much and change the 
lives around us for the better. We don’t need to be 
flashy, even though having a new lime green and 
blue playground helps, we just need to show people 
how the love of God can make the world a better 
place with some fun and kindness.  

If you have other ideas or want to join this 
new ministry team, sign- up on the bulletin board!  

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation Schedule 
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 pm unless indicated 
May 3 Focus Night – God & Science 
May 10 Faith Night – Finish Creed’s 
May 17 Focus Night – Media & Materialism 
May 24  End of the Year Picnic at Beebe Lake 
June 15 Deadline for Creeds 
July 29 Wesley Meal Service Project 

Confirmation Update 
Our year is winding down, and students 

expecting to be confirmed in the fall need to have 
all of their assignments completed by the end of 
May.  These assignments include worship notes, 
helping with a Wesley Meal and personal faith 
creed submission.  All creeds are due to Pastor Bill 
by June 15.   REMINDER:  creeds must be 
submitted in a Word document or in the body of an 
email to pastorbill@buffaloumc.com. (Please, no 
Google-Docs links.)   Review the submission 
guidelines given to each student on their last Faith 
Night.  

End of Year Picnic is May 24 
The annual picnic for confirmation students, 

parents, partners, and senior high youth is held at 
Beebe Lake Park on Co. Rd. 34 on Wednesday, 
May 24, from 6:00-7:30 pm. We ask 7th graders to 
bring salads or munchies and 8th graders to bring 
desserts.  Faith partners are welcome to bring a dish 
to share if they wish.  Senior high youth should 
bring their usual pizza money to provide the hot 
dogs and buns.  Tableware is provided.  
 We will meet at church at 5:45 pm to 
carpool out to the park.  If you intend to meet us 
there instead of at church, PLEASE let us know!  
We'll break out the volleyball net and have a grand 
time celebrating together. 
 

Ministry Team Reports 

Church Conference June 4 
A church conference will be held on 

Sunday, June 4 at 10:50am (following the second 
worship service). The purpose of the church 
conference is to vote on adopting our five 
breakthrough ministry initiatives. District 
Superintendent Susan Nienaber will convene the 
meeting. There will be a single “yes” or “no” vote 
via written ballot on the entire group of initiatives, 
with only members present eligible to vote. We 
must receive at least 75% “yes” votes to adopt the 
initiatives. Please make your presence a priority at 
this historic Church Conference!  



Finance Team Update 
by Randy Whitcomb 

The end of the 1st quarter of 2017 is behind 
us. A quick review of our financial position shows 
that we did well on the expense side.  Our year to 
date budgeted amount at 3/31/17 for expenses was 
$102,652.  Actual expenses for that period was 
$99,013, a savings of just over $3,500 for the first 
quarter.  We have a challenge on the giving side as 
we budgeted $102,652 for income and actually took 
in $84,744 through the end of March, a shortfall of 
$17,908. In past years we have typically been down 
some on the income side. This year we have a little 
higher hill to climb to get back even.   

Lawn Crew Needed 
 For years the Property 
Team has saved a lot of money 
by using volunteers to mow 
May through October.  We are 
struggling right now to fill our 
slots for this summer, however, 
so if you could, please consider becoming part of 
the team!  We schedule two households per week to 
mow.  With two people on the riding mowers and 
one person using the push mower and weed 
whacker it takes about two and a half hours to mow 
the church property.  (The church has mowers on 
site that you can use.)   

If we can’t get enough mowers, we will 
need to fund mowing as a budget line which we’d 
like to avoid.  Contact Michelle at the church office 
for more information or to volunteer. 

 

Our Church Family 

Easter Garden Thank You 
Thank you so much to all who donated 

toward our Easter Garden, loaned green plants, and 
to the crew that helped create it!  Thank you to 
Maryann Barfknecht, Julie Bedker, Kris Dirks, and 
Alison Dibben.  Thanks also to Josh Roeser and 
Alison Dibben who helped water the garden.  

Prayer Matters… 
• For Garlend and the entire family of Elvina 

Bechthold whose celebration of life service was 
here on March 30. 

• Nancy Campbell’s sister passed away in late 
April after being sick for several years. Please 
pray for the whole family.  

• Jane Hurley had a cancerous spot removed and 
is very sore as it was deeper than expected, but 
the doctor said they got all the melanoma and 
nothing more has to be done. 

• Mari Miner has been struggling with serious 
back pain and complex migraines.  She asks for 
prayers for pain relief and medical treatment.  

• Prayers of thanksgiving for Kris Uter as she is 
done with radiation therapy.  

• Continued prayers for Judy Peterson, Martha 
Grimme and Kaye Pramann as they deal with 
cancer.  

• Continued prayers for Roxie Weese for comfort 
and connectedness.  

• Janie, a friend and classmate of Gail Hurley’s 
had a heart attack with two blockages, and they 
put in a balloon and stent. 

• A friend of Gail Hurley, Bettie who has ARDS 
(Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome) and is 
getting worse instead of better. 

• Amy Fouquette continues to have a few 
challenges with graft versus host disease 
following her bone marrow transplant, so please 
continue prayers. 

• For Brian Gilson’s mother, Marcia, as her artery 
blockages have been deemed untreatable.  She 
also has advanced dementia. 

• For Janice Erickson in hospice with her 
Huntington’s disease, and for Ivan, too. 

• Joan Olson, a teacher in Buffalo whose 
husband, Jeff, is the Hanover principal, just 
found out that she has bone cancer.  Please pray 
for her and the family as she begins treatment. 

Thank You from: 
• The family of Elvina Bechthold: “Our family 

would like to extend heartfelt appreciation for 
all of your prayers, help and support during this 
difficult time. Her memorial service was 
beautiful and the luncheon helped us continue a 
love filled time of sharing. What a blessing it is 
to have such a wonderful church family.”  

• Buffalo Food Shelf: “Thank you all for your gift 
of cash to the food shelf. Consistent support is 
vital to our mission to meet the needs of the 
Buffalo Community.” 



 
 

Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Dustine Jerde, teaching assistant 

 
Here at BUMPreschool we spent much of 

April enjoying wonderful units on Easter and 
Creepy Crawlers.  Even though the weather felt 
more like spring one week and then winter the 
next, we enjoyed a little outdoor play time!  

Also in April we had a booth at the ECFE 
Family Fair, where we talked and played with 
many interested parents and kids, spreading the 
word about our wonderful preschool.  As we are 
“maturing”, we get many more folks saying they 
have heard such good things about our Preschool.  

In May we will hold conferences for our 
4/5 class, go on our community field trip to 
Huikko’s bowling center, prepare a special 
surprise for Mother’s Day, and end the year 
camping out under the stars with friends. We will 
be playing outside whenever the weather permits, 
experiencing more big muscle exercise with our 
swings, riding toys, balls and basketball hoop---
and getting lots of Vitamin D!  We will also have 
our last classes with Gym Nation and our lasts 
visits from Mrs. McLain.   

The month of May also sadly brings our 
Preschool year to a close.  On May 25 and 26, 
right before Memorial Day, we will have our end-
of-the-year picnics.  On those days, families bring 
picnic lunches for our outdoor gathering; each 
class shares some special songs and dances, and 

the teachers present each child with his/her 
personalized CD full of photos of the year.  And 
then, of course, lots of hugs and kisses as we 
sadly say good-bye and head into the days of 
summer.   

Looking into fall, know that we still have 
openings in both classes. We are offering 2-day 
morning classes for our 3’s, and 3-day morning 
classes for our 4/5s, with an optional Lunch 
Bunch program that extends the 4/5 class till 2:00.  
I will give tours of our facility all summer as 
needed, and families may sign up any time.  Be 
sure to tell others about our informative website if 
they wish to know more.  
(www.buffaloUMC.org/preschool)   

Thank you for all the support and interest 
from our congregation this year!  Our scholarship 
dollars were well used by helping those families 
in financial need, which helps provide vital early 
education for their youngsters.  We already have 
requests for next year, and we know that our 
school is unique in being able to offer some 
financial assistance.  What a tremendous outreach 
we provide by helping the youngest in our 
community build the base for a solid education in 
a Christian atmosphere, a chance they may not 
have without your generosity.  Your dollars are 
well spent!!   

Christine, Dustine and I feel privileged 
and thankful to work here, and we dearly love all 
of our preschool children.  God has richly blessed 
our lives, and so we educate and enrich the lives 
of our little ones, teaching them about their world 
and God’s love!      

Melissa Ungaro, Director 
 

 

http://www.buffaloumc.org/preschool


Connection Points 
 

Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 
 
 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join in the fellowship hall monthly to spend time in fellowship 
and devotions, and to learn more about the missions supported by the UMW.   
 
     This Month:       Thursday, May 11 at 1:00 pm 
        Hostesses: Esther Kiphuth & Joyce Dietz 
        Program: Lisa Parteh will share from Functional Industries 

 
United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 

Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month:  April 15 at 7:30am 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  You may participate in ministry even if you can’t attend the sessions.  Call 
Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions. 

This month: May 22 at 1:00 
 

Thursday Gatherings Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, May 4 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able.  Call Paulette for details at:  763-276-7435.   
Currently studying the books of Jude, James, 1 Peter and 2 Peter. 
 
Weekly:  Thursdays at 6:30 pm at Paulette Moore’s home 

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins during the months of May-September at 5:30 pm for food and 
fellowship.  Primarily active seniors, but all are welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 
682-4964 if questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, May 25 at 5:30 pm 



WE NEED ONE MORE ADULT IN ORDER TO 
MAKE THIS TRIP HAPPEN!!! 

 
We are seeking an adult (over the age of 

21). The program is COMPLETELY set up 
and ready to go. Expectations are that you 
assist with driving, love our students and 
encourage them during the week. Join us 

for the BEST WEEK OF YOUR LIFE! 
 

We will be partnering with Urban Mission Inn, a branch of Union Ave. 
Christian Church in St. Louis, Missouri. (union-avenue.org/urban-mission-inn/)    

They will provide a variety of inner-city volunteer opportunities  
including work with children, seniors, soup kitchens, community 

gardens, homeless shelters, food delivery programs,              
food pantries, and more.  

Grades 7-12                            
Students and Parents         

Wed., May  24                    
Beebe Lake Regional park       

Mailing will be arriving home 
soon with details and what to 

bring! 
 

How do you raise a student with faith? Here are the top three things you need.   

1)A Mom and Dad who live out what they believe.                                                    
2) “Satellite” adults who confirm what their parents believe.                                             

3) They have to see God at work. This could mean praying for things with them and watching 
together how God brings it to pass, or, people in their life who point out God’s work to them 

causing them to think through and solidify their belief. 

We have room for 
4 Students! 

 
WHEN: July 22-27 

WHERE: St. Louis, MO  
Cost: $305.00 

Any student in grades 9-12 
is welcome To attend! 

 
“Where Everybody 
Knows Your Name!” 

 

CURTIS R. RIECK   
Curtis@.buffaloumc.com 

(They guy who should know stuff) 
 

NO DOTS 
NO STARS  

UPCOMING STUFF 
 

Grades 9-12  
Tidal Wave 

(Normal Wednesday gathering) 
May. 3, 10, 17 

6:00pm– 7:30pm 
 

End of the year picnic for 
all grades! 
May 24 

Youth Mission Trip 2017 
Inspire an epidemic of  kindness! 



Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional Celebration Service 10:30 

May 7  Duane Otness 

May 14  Darla O’Flanagan 

May 21  Rita Varner-Otness 

   

Coffee Server Schedule 
May 7 

UEC – Lawrence & Darla, Nikki, Jenna, 
Amber 

May 21  Senior High Youth Breakfast 

May 28  Martyn & Alison Dibben 

   

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am 

May 7 
May 14 
May 21 
May 28 
  

10:30 am 
May 7 
May 14 
May 21 
May 28 
  

  
Barb Odenthal & Nancy Menting 
Zachary & Trish Ewer 
Tim Schwietering & Kathy Hanson 
Larry & Darla Frink 

  
Ivan Erickson, Lester Hamann 
Sophie Ellis & Parent 
Lester Hamann & Jeremy Carlson 
Georgia Pollock & Gloria Farwick (9:45) 
  

May 14 Maryann Barfknecht & Eric Johnson 

May 28 Pam Croft (9:45) 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

 

June 3                   Feed My Starving Children 

June 4 Graduate Recognition FSS 

June 4 Church Conference MCCI Voting 

June 4 New Member Celebration 

June 18                 Fathers Day 

June 20-22         Annual Conference 

June 24                UMW—Skyrock Farms & Picnic 

June 24                Saturday Awakenings 

June 25                Parkview Care Service 

May Schedules 

Resources 
Current issues of the Upper 
Room, Alive Now, Pockets (for 
children), and DevoZine are 
available in the entryway for a 
nominal donation. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office or use the cards 
available in the attendance pads 
to make prayer requests.  Turn 
them in to the pastor before ser-
vices on Sunday morning for in-
clusion in announcements. 
 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church office at 
763-682-3538 with prayer con-
cerns or to be part of the prayer 
circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Sign up 
on the flower chart posted by the 
office, and indicate if you will 
bring your own, or place your 
check for $39 in the offering 
marked “flowers” and we will 
order. 

 
 
Please let the church office 
know: 
 If your telephone number, e-

mail address or mailing ad-
dress change. 

 When a member of your 
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy Com-
munion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.  

Information 



May 2017 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday        Saturday 

  

 

1 
9:00 am Community 

Commodities 
Distribution 

10:00 pm AA 
7:30 pm AA 

2 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm  Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Property 

Meeting 
 

3 
8:15 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation 

Focus Night 
6:00 pm Senior High Youth 
7:00 pm Handbell Concert 

Annandale Care Center 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

4 
1:00 pm Thursday 

Gathering 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 
 

5 
 

6 
7:30 am Worship 

Design Team 
9:00 am AA 
7:00 pm Saturday 

Awakenings – 
Light of the Moon 

 
7 
Holy Communion 
 
10:15 Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA in FH 
 

8 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 BeFrienders 
7:30 pm AA 
 

9 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm MCCI Town 

Hall Meeting 
 
 

10 
8:15 am Weight Watchers 
1:00 pm MCCI Town Hall 

Meeting 
6:00 pm Confirmation  

Faith Night 
6:00 pm Senior High Youth 
7:00 pm Handbell Concert 

@ Parkview Care Center 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

11 
1:00 pm UMW 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 
 

12 
6:00-9:00 pm 

Private Rental 

13 
9:00 am AA 
 

14 
Mother’s Day 
Peace with Justice 

Offering 
Jesus Rocks sings 
2:00 pm Parkview 

Service 
7:30 pm AA 
 

15 
10:00 am AA 
12:30 pm MS Society 

Support 
7:30 pm AA 
 

16 
10:30 am  AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers  
7:00 SPRC Meeting 

17 
8:15 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation 

Focus Night 
6:00 pm Senior High Youth 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 

18 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 
 

19 
 

20 
7:30 am UMM 
9:00 am AA 
9:00 am New Member 

Class 
 
Youth Mission Retreat 
 

21 
9:15-10:15  Church 

Breakfast served by 
Youth Mission Team  

SS Banquet Table & last 
day of classes 

Education Volunteer 
Recognition 

9:30 am MCCI Town 
Hall Meeting 

7:30 pm AA 

22 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 Prayer 

Shawl/Arlene’s 
7:30 pm AA 

23 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
 

24 
8:15 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 Confirmation & 

Senior High Youth 
Picnic @ Beebe Lake 

 

25 
5:30 pm Diners Out at 

Perkins 
6:30 pm Women’s AA 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study @ Paulette’s 
 
 

26 

 

27 
9:00 am AA 
 

28 
Memorial Sunday 
Summer Schedule 

begins (late service 
moves to 9:45) 

7:30 pm AA 
 

29 
Memorial Day 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 

30 
10:30 am AA  
7:00 pm Finance 

Meeting 
 

31 
8:15 am Weight Watchers 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 
  

Sunday Morning Schedule  
Joyful Praise Worship                      8:15 am               
Fellowship & Education                            9:15-9:45 am      
Traditional Worship                          10:30 am  
 

Sunday Summer Schedule Starts on the 28th 
Traditional Worship                          9:45 am  
  

 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

           Don’t Miss… 

Biker Blessing 
 

 

 
We will bless motorcycle riders on  

Sunday, May 21, 10:00 am.  
 

Children, don’t forget to bring your bicycle 
helmets for a blessing during worship services. 

 
 

 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 
Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage 
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Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone   Fax 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 
 

   Find us on Facebook 
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