
BUMC Weekly Connection—Nov. 18 
This Sunday, November 20 @ 9:00 am  

Also on Buffalo United Methodist Church’s Facebook Page, Twitch & YouTube! 
 

This Sunday - Discipline and Growth 
Nobody likes accountability, but sometimes discipline is required if 
we are to grow. God allowed generations of people to die in the 
wilderness, but God had a redemptive purpose for all of creation. 
In the midst of difficult transitions, will we learn and grow or be 
left behind in the wilderness?  
 

Scripture Reading 
Now the LORD sent a wind that brought quail from the sea and let them fall all around the camp. For 
miles in every direction there were quail flying about three feet above the ground. So the people went 
out and caught quail all that day and throughout the night and all the next day, too. No one gathered 
less than fifty bushels! They spread the quail all around the camp to dry. But while they were gorging 
themselves on the meat—while it was still in their mouths—the anger of the LORD blazed against the 
people, and he struck them with a severe plague. So that place was called…“graves of gluttony” because 
there they buried the people who had craved meat from Egypt. From there the Israelites traveled to 
Hazeroth, where they stayed for some time.  Numbers 11:31-35 NLT 
 

Advent Calendar: Waiting for Christmas 
November 27-December 25, 2022 
Advent calendars can be a fun way to engage the Advent season, 
with the opening of each numbered door revealing a delightful 
surprise. The sense of anticipation builds, until at long last, the 
newborn Jesus is revealed behind the final door. That sense of 
anticipation that comes from measuring our days and patiently 
waiting has been lost to our consumer culture, with Christmas 

displays appearing in retail spaces as soon as the leaves on our trees begin to change color. This year 
we’ll rediscover what it means to celebrate Advent as we learn to wait for Christmas with hope, peace, 
joy, love, and Jesus.  
 

Next Sunday — Hanging of the Greens 
Advent Calendar: Waiting for Christmas with Hope 
Hope isn’t just wishful thinking. Hope is confidence in God’s 
goodness and trust that God’s promises are good. If hope is that 
simple, why do we so often struggle with finding it? Advent reminds 
us of the most important person in whom we can entrust our hope.  



 

Nov. 20 9:00 am Worship Service 
 10:00 am Sunday School Pre-School – 

5th Grade 
 10:00 am 6-12th Youth Gathering 
 10:00 am Fellowship 
Nov. 22  7;00 PM SPRC meeting 
Nov. 23 7:30 pm Thanksgiving service at Zion 
Nov. 24-25 Office Closed  
Nov. 27 9:00 am Worship Service, Hanging of 

the Greens 
 10:00 am Sunday School Pre-School – 

5th Grade 
 10:00 am 6-12th Youth Gathering 
 10:00 am Fellowship 
 10:00 am Congregational Care Team 
  
 
 

Poinsettia Orders 
Help adorn our sanctuary for 
Advent by donating a poinsettia. 
Each poinsettia is $10 and you’ll 
find order forms in the back of the chairs in the 
sanctuary. You can also call or email the church 
office. Payments are easy using the Breeze App. 
The flowers will remain in the sanctuary 
through our Christmas morning worship 
service. 
 

2022 Christmas Offering 
Our Christmas offering 
this year will be for Love 
INC Big Woods. Love INC 
is a ministry that networks 

local churches and community organizations 
together to assist people in need. Services 
offered have included emergency shelter, gas 
and rent assistance, a thrift store, and help 
connecting people with other ministries across 
the county. Love INC Big Woods has been a 
primary ministry of referral for our church as 
well as a key ministry partner for the Buffalo 
Ministerial. You can make a gift to Love INC by 
using one of the special envelopes in the church 
lobby or sanctuary seat backs, by writing “Love 
INC” or “Christmas Offering” in the memo line of 
your check, or by using our secure online giving 
platform. You’ll find a link on our website under 
“Giving.”  
 

Annual Church Conference 
We’ll be holding our annual church conference 
after church on Sunday, December 4 to elect 
leaders, to vote on the 2023 church budget, 
including the pastor’s compensation, and to 
review our membership rolls. Grab your coffee 
and a treat and we’ll hold the meeting in our 
Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited to come, but 
votes are reserved for members. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service Choir 
Refreshments 
Once again, our BUMC handbell choir and 
pastor will be helping to lead the annual 
Thanksgiving Eve service at Zion Lutheran 
Church on Wednesday, November 23, 7:30pm. 
The service will be live and also streamed (you’ll 
find a link on our Facebook page). This year, our 
church will be providing refreshments for the 
combined vocal choir before the service. There 
are two ways you can help. We need bottled 
water and cookies/bars for about 8o people. We 
also need two individuals to take them to Zion 
that night and help serve them and clean up 
from about 6:30-7:30pm before worship (Zion 
will provide the coffee). Sign-up for donating 
supplies and volunteering to help will be on the 
bulletin board or call the church office.  
 

Advent Study 
The Bible tells of four angelic visits 
surrounding the birth of 
Jesus.  Come explore each one 
using The Angels of Christmas: 
Hearing God's Voice in Advent by 
Susan Robb. We'll dig into the 
history of the angel Gabriel and 
others and ponder their messages 
as we prepare our hearts for Christ's birth. Jean 
Metcalf will lead four Thursday sessions with 
videos and discussion, beginning December 1 at 
noon. Bring a lunch if you like and join the 
conversation! Copies of the book are available 
for preorder. Sign up in the entryway or call the 
office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Ministry Updates 



 

Save these Christmas Dates! 
Christmas Eve (Saturday, Dec 24) worship will 
be at 5:00pm this year. We’ll also have one 
special Christmas Day (Sunday, Dec 25) worship 
service time TBD, with a special telling of the 
Christmas story and your favorite Christmas 
carols. After worship, you’re invited to 
share Christmas Day Dinner at BUMC. 
 

Hymnals and Bibles 
With the sanctuary renovations, hymnals, Bibles, 
and other songbooks are now located on a book 
shelf outside of the sanctuary. The words of the 
songs will still be projected on the screen, but if 
you prefer to read music, you can pick up a 
hymnal or songbook on your way in. This 
Sunday we’ll be using the red hymnal only. 
Please remember to return your hymnals, 
songbooks and Bibles to the bookshelf after the 
service. 
 

Heavy Lifters Needed  
We need some people with 
strong backs to help move 
the Christmas Stable and a 
few other heavy objects 
from the shed to the sanctuary on Sunday, 
November 20 immediately after worship. Talk to 
Collin Gravley to join this elite team of heavy 
lifters!  
 

Thank you’s! 
The BUMC Youth were able 
to make 150 sandwiches for 
the Sandwich Ministry that 
were distributed to Sharing 
& Caring Hands in 
Minneapolis to those who 
are in need. Also a big thank 

you to those who donated funds to buy the 
supplies.  
 

Common Hope dropped us a line to say “Mil 
gracias (a thousand thanks)” for our generous 
support. Our “Walk for Hope” brought in 
$988.00 for this great organization. Follow 
Common Hope on Facebook for updates on how 
our gift is making an impact.  
 

Meals Are Available! 
Last Friday, the Meals Ministry Team got 
together and made lasagna!  We made 25 meals 
to share with others, so if you know someone 
who could use a meal, please take one to 
them!  A few have already been shared, but 
there are plenty more!  And it’s not just for 
people in our congregation, but for anyone that 
could use a day brightener!  Thank you for being 
the hands and feet of Christ! 
 

Meals & Mission Night 
Mark your calendars now for the next Meals and 
Mission Night on Wednesday, December 7th. 
We will be starting at 6pm with a simple meal 
followed by an all-ages mission activity from 
6:30 - 7:30pm. We hope you can join us! 
 

Sunday School Mission 
In conjunction with the Buffalo Food Shelf our 
Sunday School program will be hosting a 
Birthday Bag drive, from Sunday 11/20 - 12/18. 
We are collecting items such as: cake mix, 
frosting, sprinkles, cupcake liners, candles, etc 
to fill bags for individuals/families. Additionally, 
a portion of your child's Sunday School offerings 
will be designated towards this cause. We are 
looking forward to putting together these bags 
on 12/18 when we have our Happy Birthday to 
Jesus celebration. Donations can be placed in 
the designated box in the entryway of the 
church! 
 

Youth Group  
Just a friendly reminder NO 
Youth Group Wednesday, 
11/23. Enjoy Thanksgiving 
break! 
 

Sunday Worship Livestreamed 
Please remember that online worship is 
livestreamed on You Tube, Facebook, and 
Twitch TV. You will find links to the livestreams 
on our website and below, or simply subscribe 
to our You Tube channel.  
Twitch TV          YouTube Live       Facebook Live 
 
 
 

Other Ministry Updates 

http://twitch.tv/buffaloumc
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBfdHMUJ8yfFIcCyEcLSW5g/live
http://www.facebook.com/BUMCMN


 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU – Ringers of 
Chancel Chimes  

Several people stated recently that they didn’t know some of 
the handbell ringers in the Chancel Chimes group. Well, here’s 
your chance to gain a little insight on the gals who play the 2nd 
Sunday of the month. They also have several smaller 
ensembles that play periodically. As a means of outreach, the 
full bell choir has shared their music numerous times at the 
Parkview and 
Annandale Care 
Centers. 
 

Back Row:  Lisa 
McConnon, Shelly 
Garvey, Clair Phillips, 
Jill Starr, Brenda 
Roberts, Jenny White 
Front Row:  Mary 
Augustin, Dianne 
McLain, Sheryl Reid, 
Robin Anderson, Kari 
Rivers, Laurie 
Schroeder 
 

ROBIN ANDERSON: A true 3rd generation “Buffaloite,” Robin 
is the 3rd generation living on her father’s farm property. She 
married her high school sweetheart, Dave, and they have 2 
daughters and 6 grandchildren. Robin works for Edward 
Jones as a Senior Branch Office Administrator. She has rung 
handbells for almost 34 years and also enjoys crafting, 
traveling, spending time with family (especially the 
grandkids) and lunching with friends. 
MARY AUGUSTIN: Although now retired for 8 years, Mary 
worked in the City of Buffalo Government Office for many 
years. She grew up in Comfrey, MN and is married to Bill. 
They have 2 daughters and 7 grandchildren. Along with 
playing handbells for 38+ years, Mary loves to read.  
SHELLY GARVEY: Born and raised in Missouri, Shelly and 
her husband Pat moved to this area where Shelly worked at 
KRWC 1360 AM Radio.  After other business ventures and 35 
years later, Shelly is working there again in media sales.  She 
has 3 children, 9 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild.  
Besides being involved with handbells for 39 years, she 
enjoys sewing and golf.   
LISA McCONNON: Born in Mankato and growing up in Lake 
Crystal, Lisa now lives in Monticello with her husband Curt. 
She is the Director of Kids Castle Daycare in Monticello and 
has 2 children and 7 grandchildren. Besides playing 
handbells for the past 34 years, Lisa also enjoys making 
jewelry and spending time with family and friends. 
DIANNE McLAIN: A charter member of Chancel Chimes, 
Dianne has been ringing since 1982 (40 years) when the 
Buffalo UMC handbells were purchased. She was born and 
raised in Madison, SD but spent most of her working career 
as a Kindergarten Teacher.  She has had many of the 
children and a few of the grandchildren of various ringers in 
the group over her 23+ years teaching in Buffalo. Her days 
are filled with family time with her 3 children, 
7grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren, as well as 
gardening, volunteering and traveling. 
CLAIR PHILLIPS: One of our newest ringers (1/2 year), Clair 

was born in Willmar, grew up in Redwood Falls and moved 
to Buffalo a few years ago with her husband, Ryan, a pilot 
with Skywest. Clair is an Elementary Music Teacher in 
Otsego.  She is the youngest of 3 and enjoys making music, 
going for walks, and loves spending time with their 
nephews. 
SHERYL REID:  Born in Fargo, Sheryl grew up in Richfield, 
moved to Atlanta after getting married, then Eau Claire, WI 
and currently lives in Maple Lake. She has rung handbells for 
48 years. Currently working as a Bookkeeper for Lundeen 
Bros. Ford in Annandale, Sheryl and her husband, Mike, have 
2 daughters and 1 granddaughter. She enjoys camping, 
playing handbells (in several group), spending time with 
family and going to pound fitness class. She was a 
participant in the Guinness World Record for Handbells 
(along with others in this group) at “The Big Ring” at the Mall 
of America several years ago  Her and Mike have built 2 
airplanes from kits, including starting their first kit in their 
basement. 
KARI RIVERS: Another young, new ringer (1/2 year), Kari 
and her husband (newlyweds of 1 year) live in Maple Lake. 
She is an Accountant with Centra Sota Cooperative in 
Buffalo and enjoys walking her dog, baking, going to the 
beach, traveling, seeing musicals and going to pound fitness 
class. She was born in Atlanta, GA while the 1996 Olympics 
were being held there. By the way, her mom, Sheryl, rings 
next to her in the group. 
BRENDA ROBERTS: Born and raised in Minnesota, Brenda 
currently lives in Otsego. Along with ringing handbells for 
the past 19 years, other interests include reading, going to 
concerts, shopping, painting and going out with friends. She 
has 3 adult children and currently works as a hotel front 
desk receptionist.     
LAURIE SCHROEDER:  Not a stranger to this church, Laurie 
is also a charter member of this group and has 
intermittently rung for 40 years. Growing up in Buffalo Lake, 
MN and moving to Buffalo, she worked 18 years with the MN 
Extension Service before joining the staff and serving Buffalo 
UMC for 20 years. Laurie and her husband, Joe, have 3 
children and 2 grandchildren. Besides keeping busy as 
orchard owners of Woods’ Edge Apples, Laurie also enjoys 
music, reading, sewing/crafting, gardening and seeing new 
places. 
JILL STARR: Learning to ring handbells 39 years ago, Jill has 
directed the Buffalo UMC Chancel Chimes for the past 16 
years, along with co-directing the wRight Ringers 
Community Handbell Ensemble. She is enjoying being newly 
retired from the Buffalo High School Music Dept. after 22 
years. Having lived in Buffalo for 43 years, she and Gerry 
have been blessed with 4 children and 10 grandchildren. Jill 
also enjoys baking, biking, gardening, traveling, playing piano 
and counts it a privilege to direct this group. 
JENNY WHITE: Employed at the Wright County Journal 
Press, Jenny grew up in Ripon, WI but currently lives in 
Maple Grove with her husband, Troy. She has been ringing 
bells for 15+ years, including being a member of wRight 
Ringers Community Handbell Ensemble. Other interests that 
fill her time include puzzles, crocheting, knitting, cross 
stitching and sewing. 

Other Ministry Updates 


