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Worship Events 
 

Sunday, November 5 
Sacrament 

Matthew 3:13-17 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Holy Communion 
All Saints Sunday 

  
Sunday, November 12 

Grace 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
Romans 5:18-21 

3rd Grade Faith Stepping 
Stone Blessing 

 
Sunday, November 19 

Higher Call 
New Member Sunday 

  
  

Sunday, November 26 
The Wonder of a Name  

Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

First Sunday in Advent 
United Methodist Student 

Day Offering 
 
  
 

Sunday Schedule 
(Starting September 10) 

 
Joyful Praise Worship 

8:15 am 
 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:20-10:20 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
10:30 am  

 

 

Dunk (Sprinkle), Break, and Drink 
I wonder how many rituals we participate in without really thinking 

about them. One online dictionary defines “ritual” as “a religious or 
solemn ceremony consisting of a series of actions performed according to 
a prescribed order.” Not all the rituals in our lives are particularly 
religious. For example, for years Jana and I have celebrated the morning 
ritual of clinking our coffee cups together in a salute to the day ahead. 
Rituals provide structure to our lives and help us to observe the passage of 
hours, days, months, years, and even lifetimes. Take a minute to 
brainstorm some of the rituals that you’ve participated in over the last 
year. I’m guessing you’ll wind up with a long list! 

In the Protestant tradition of the Christian Church, we observe two 
religious rituals with special importance: Baptism and Communion. We 
call these “sacraments,” with that word coming from the Greek term 
meaning “mystery.” The sacraments are mysterious because they represent 
a coming into the presence of God in a way that transcends our vocabulary 
and understanding. We recognize only two sacraments, while the Catholic 
Church recognizes seven sacraments, adding Confirmation, 
Reconciliation, Anointing the Sick, Marriage, and Holy Orders to the list. 
Why only two for us? Because of the seven, only two (Baptism and 
Communion) were rituals that Jesus both participated in and commanded 
his followers to do. As United Methodists, we freely participate in many 
rituals that allow us to experience more of God’s grace, but only two are 
recognized with the extra solemnity of a sacrament. 

When we dunk (or sprinkle or splash) a person in the waters of 
baptism, we remember and reenact that moment when Jesus was baptized 
by John in the Jordan River. The washing of the water dramatically 
illustrates on the outside what God’s Spirit mysteriously does for us on the 
inside. The water also is a reminder that in baptism we die to our old life 
apart from Christ and are reborn as a part of the Body of Christ. When we 
break the bread and drink the cup, we remember and reenact the night that 
Jesus shared his last Passover meal with the disciples. The breaking of the 
bread and the drinking from the cup reminds us that just as Jesus gave his 
life for us, we also are called to give our lives in selfless service to our 
neighbors. 

Over the years, the details of how we practice these sacraments 
have varied. But one thing has remained the same: the eternal, loving 
Spirit of God, calling us to draw close to the divine.  

Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 

 



 Spiritual Growth 
Top Ten UM Beliefs Class Continues 
 Though this class started October 22, you 
can still catch the remaining Sunday morning 
classes through November 19.  They are meeting in 
Classrooms A & B from 9:20-10:20 each Sunday.   

“The Wonder of Christmas” Advent  
The Christmas season is always filled with 

wonder, but this year rediscover the true 
wonder of Christmas by sharing the love of 
Christ with others.  This four-week, all-church 
worship/study centers on looking to the 
Christmas story and the stories of real people 
today to find ideas for reflecting the light of Jesus 
at Christmas time and throughout the entire 
year. Chapters include: The Wonder of a Name, 
The Wonder of a Star, The Wonder of a Manger, 
and The Wonder of a Promise. 
 We’ll begin our Advent journey at the end 
of this month with our first Sunday of Advent on 
November 26.  Make it a personal or family 
commitment to participate in one or more ways! 
• Make a point to be in worship November 26 

through December 17 to experience “The 
Wonder of Christmas.”  

• Try the companion “Wonder” Advent daily 
devotions.  Book available for $7. 

• Take part in a “Wonder” Advent class using 
the study book ($10): 
1. Senior high Sunday School class 

November 26-December 17 with Curtis. 
2. Thursday noon class with Laurie 

November 30 – December 21. 
3. Wednesday evening 6:00-7:15 pm with 

Mike & Jana Knutson November 29- 
December 20. 

4. Start your own group!  See Rita Otness or 
Jana Knutson to schedule a class. 

• Read the study book on your own as a 
worship companion. 

Thursday Bible Study Continues 
 Paulette Moore hosts a weekly Thursday 
Bible study at 6:30 pm at her home.  The study 
started with 2 Peter, then will move into 
Revelation. 

Membership Class November 4 
Come learn more about the church on 

Saturday, November 4 at 9:00 am. This class 
answers questions about Buffalo UMC and 
Methodism in general, as well as what 
membership means.  All are welcome whether 
contemplating membership or not.  It’s a great 
chance to get to know some other people, and 
get information.  Those who choose to join 
following the class will be received as members 
on Sunday, November 19 during worship.  
Please sign up on the bulletin board or call 
church to let us know you’re coming. 

Sunday Sermon Discussions at 9:20 
Sheryl Lehman hosts a weekly round 

table discussion in the fellowship hall following 
early service to share thoughts and perspectives 
regarding the sermon.  Get your coffee, look for 
the designated table and join the conversation.  

Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
Nov. 5 All Saints’ Sunday and Holy 

Communion (Daylight Saving Ends) 
Nov. 12 3rd Grade Faith Stepping Stone 

Blessing; 2nd – 6th graders sing 
Nov. 19 Higher Call men’s quartet leads 

worship; New Members Received 
Nov. 23  Community Thanksgiving Eve 

Service (Wed. at 7:30 pm) at Zion 
Lutheran 

Nov. 26 First Sunday of Advent at BUMC; 
also UM Student Day offering received 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
 Don’t forget to set your clocks back on 
Saturday evening, November 4!   

All Saints’ Worship November 5 
 All Saints’ Day is when we remember 
those who have gone before us and now live with 
Christ in heaven.  We will name during worship 
those who have passed away in the last year, and 
will invite the congregation to remember in their 
hearts all the saints who’ve gone before us. 



Parkview Service November 5 
 Curtis Rieck would love to have you join 
him as he leads worship at Parkview Chapel on 
Sunday, November 5 at 2:00 pm.  It’s great to 
have folks there to help lead the singing and visit 
with residents.  Let him know if you can join him! 

Worship with Higher Call Nov. 19 
Higher Call, a Twin Cities based male 

quartet, will lead our worship services on 
Sunday, November 19.  You will be blessed by 
their spoken word and rich resonant harmonies 
that will ignite your spirit and uplift your 
soul.  Higher Call endeavors to provide a 
truly balanced worship experience.   

The group was formed in 1993 in 
response to a higher call to share God's unfailing 
love through a combination of the musical 
talents and spiritual gifts He has given 
them.  Higher Call features the finest in 
contemporary, traditional and southern gospel 
music. 
 

 

Order Poinsettias by Nov. 19 
 Your donations help us 
adorn our sanctuary with 
poinsettias for Christmas.  Place 
your orders at $10 per plant by 
November 19.  Sign-up forms will 
be in the pews or you can call the church office.  
We ask that flowers be left in place through 
Christmas Eve worship.  There is an opportunity 
to purchase an extra poinsettia for yourself at 
$10 while supplies last, with the profits going 
toward mission and retreat scholarships.   

UM Student Day Offering Nov. 26 
 We will receive the United Methodist 
Student Day special offering on Sunday, 
November 26, as one of the six annual UM 
special offerings.  This offering calls the church 
to support students as they prepare for life in 
uniting faith with knowledge.  They support U.M. 
scholarships and the U.M. Student Loan Fund. 

Buffalo Community Thanksgiving 
 The Annual Community Thanksgiving 
Festival is at Zion Lutheran Church on 
Wednesday, November 22 at 7:30 pm.  Pastors 
and musicians from Buffalo area churches give 
leadership to this community-wide time of 
worship, with mass vocal and handbell choirs 
including our Chancel Chimes!   

Advent & Christmas Schedules 
 With Christmas falling on a Sunday this 
year, our holiday worship schedule will be a bit 
different from usual.  First, we moved up the 
start of Advent from the liturgical date of 
December 3 to the more practical date of 
November 26. 

Then for Sunday, December 24 we will 
hold three Christmas Eve services, all a bit 
different.  Mark your calendars so you know all 
your worship options throughout Advent and on 
Christmas Eve. 

First Sunday of Advent – November 26 
Second/Hanging of the Greens – December 3 
Third/Children’s Program – December 10 
Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 17 
 
Christmas Eve Services Sunday, December 24 
10:30 am Blended Christmas Eve Service 
5:00 pm Candlelight Praise Service 
7:30 pm Candlelight and Carol Service  

 

Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
September 24 160 62 222 
October 1  143 53 196 
October 8  116 60 176 
October 15  125 56 181 
October 22  118 68 186 
 



Ministry & Missions  
Christmas Dinner Meeting Nov. 12 
 Our one and only planning meeting for 
this year’s Christmas Day Dinner is on Sunday, 
November 12 at 11:35 am.  You can help with 
planning even if you can’t attend the dinner.  
Sign up to volunteer, or just come to the planning 
meeting to learn more!  We are grateful that Del 
Smith will again be our head cook (or Admiral 
Smith, as we call him), but of course this event 
only happens thanks to many helpers in both the 
planning stages and on Christmas Day!  

MCCI/Ministry Team Updates 
Wow!  So many things are happening with 

our MCCI (Missional Church Consultation 
Initiatives), teams, it’s hard to keep up with all 
the energy and enthusiasm.  The Signage Audit 
Team has done a lot of research on ways to 
improve our building signage and hopes to put 
up new room signs soon.  The Re-Branding Team 
has met with their coach and will be working on 
developing a style package that will be used in all 
our communications.  The Adult Discipleship 
Team has already provided many new 
opportunities including the financial classes that 
just wrapped up, working on Advent and other 
studies and planning a spring women’s retreat.  
The Social Media Team just held its first meeting, 
so you’ll notice some of their work soon! 

If you have yet to find your place on a 
Ministry team, sign up on the bulletin boards in 
the lobby!  Teams still forming include: 
• Website Team  
• Worship Excellence Team   
• Sunday Schedule Feasibility Team  
• Children & Families Vision Team  
• Staff Responsibilities Review Team 

Operation Christmas Child 
Please join our Sunday School children in 

supporting Operation Christmas Child now 
through November 12 with donations to fill 
shoeboxes for kids around the world.  You may 
bring separate items, or choose to fill a shoebox 
on your own, and place in the box in the 
entryway. Cash donations are also welcome as 

each shoebox has a $9 shipping fee.  Details are 
posted or can be found online. 

Here are the types of items you can bring:  
TOYS:  Include items that children will 

immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, 
stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, 
jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make 
noise (with extra batteries), etc. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and 
sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, 
paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture 
books, children’s scissors, etc. 

NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrushes, 
bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 

ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats, shoes, 
sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, 
flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 

DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items; war-
related items such as toy guns, knives or 
military figures; candy or food; liquids or 
lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable 
glass items; aerosol cans. 

Buffalo Food Shelf Update 
The Buffalo food shelf provides food to 

needy families in our community.  Although 
fewer families have been utilizing the food shelf 
this year than last, there is still a significant 
need.  In the first six months of 2017, the food 
shelf served 4,889 individuals: 1848 were 
children, 2610 were adults, and 431 were over 
age 65.  Please consider bringing non-perishable 
food for the red wagon (outside the church 
office), or donating cash (payable to BUMC and 
designate “food shelf” in the memo area).   

Guest Connections Update 
Hopefully you’ve noticed the “Ask Me” 

helpers present before and after worship in the 
entryway.  If you encounter newcomers with 
questions, please direct them to the “Ask Me” 
person.  And if your forte is helpfulness and 
friendliness, sign up for this heartwarming job!   

Starting in December, the Guest 
Connections Team is starting a “Discover BUMC” 
gathering every second Sunday during the coffee 
hour where newcomers can meet at a designated 
table and ask questions and get to know people.  
If you would consider hosting this occasionally, 
contact Gloria Farwick at 763-213-4042, and 
training can be provided. 



Coffee Hour Offerings 
 To improve hospitality for guests, we moved 
the coffee hour fellowship basket from the front end 
of the refreshment table to the side counter where 
regulars can find it.  One reason we leave a basket 
out is because we buy coffee directly from a 
Guatemalan co-op “De Le Genta” to support coffee 
farmers and their families, which costs more but has 
a missional component.  If you value this mission 
and want to also support the church’s budget 
through your offerings, please do so as you’re able. 

Frozen Meals Available 
 Thanks to our meal cooking and assembly 
crew, we now have ravioli lasagna frozen and 
available for you to deliver to someone in need of 
a helping meal.   

Disaster Response Training at BUMC 
Have you ever heard about a hurricane, 

tornado, or flood on the news and thought “I 
wish there was something I could do”?   If so, 
consider volunteering for an UMCOR Early 
Response Team.  The ERTs provide short-term 
relief designed to help prevent further damage, 
like tarping roofs and removing wet debris, as 
well as offer emotional support for those who 
have just experienced significant loss.  While no 
special skills are needed to help, UMCOR trains 
everyone in disaster response basics before 
allowing them to serve on an ERT. Once trained, 
you are certified to serve on ERTs for 3 years.   

We’d like to host one of these training 
events here at Buffalo UMC if there is enough 
interest, and UMCOR will send a trainer here for 
the certification class.  If you are interested, 
please talk to Mike or Jana Knutson ASAP.  

Blankets for Beds 
Consider cleaning out 

your closets for new and gently 
used blankets, bedding and towels for local 
distribution.  If you need items to be picked up, 
please contact Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260. 

Women’s Retreat “Save the Date” 
We’re going to hold another Women’s 

Retreat, thanks to our Adult Discipleship Vision 
Team!   Save the dates of April 20, 21 & 22, 
2018 on your calendar!!  We’ll gather at Bug-
Bee-Hive Resort on Lake Koronis in Paynesville, 

with guest speaker Kristen Christenson on 
Changing your Physical, Spiritual & Soul’s DNA. 

More information to come after the first 
of the year.  We look forward to you joining us. 
Call Tracy Daleiden 763-238-4220. 

Wesley Meal Fundraiser 
On Saturday, November 18 there will be a 

Spaghetti Dinner starting at 5:30 with the 
Jumpin Jehosaphats performing at 6:30 pm at the 
Historical Wesley Church in Minneapolis. Tickets 
will be available for  $9 for adults and $5 for kids. 
If you have any questions, please call Tracy 
Daleiden 763-238-4220. 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
 The United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
gathers on Saturday, November 18 at 7:30 am 
for fellowship over a hot breakfast, devotions, 
discussions, and to look for ways to serve our 
church family and community.  Newcomers are 
welcome any time! Contact Ivan Erickson at 763-
497-1742 if you have any questions. 

United Methodist Women Update 
United Methodist Women will meet 

Thursday, November 9 at 1:00 p.m.  All women 
are invited to join in the fellowship hall to spend 
time in fellowship and devotions, and to learn more 
about the missions supported by the UMW. We will 
hold the election of officers and all annual mission 
pledges are due. Thank offerings will be collected 
as we remember our blessings with gratitude. 

  

Fun & Fellowship 

Kingdom Road Quartet 
Saturday 
December 2 
7:00 pm  

 
 For our next Saturday Awakenings concert, 
we welcome back the Kingdom Road Gospel 
Singers from Brooklyn UMC.  They’ll share some 
of their favorite gospel music, but also will include 
a Christmas set.  As always, we encourage you to 
invite someone you know to come enjoy the 
evening with us.  Refreshments follow;  freewill 
offering received.  



Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Sunday School Update 
by Kris Carlson 

As Pastor Bill concluded 
his sermon series on stewardship, 
we need to remind our children of 
what that means for them.  At its 
simplest terms, stewardship 
involves sharing our material resources.  Giving 
to God is a core value of our faith that should be 
taught early and reinforced often.  Here are some 
ideas from “Teaching Your Children to Tithe” by 
Dan Pezet, director of congregational vitality, 
Alabama-West Florida UMC Conference, to help 
your children to recognize the importance of 
giving to God…“Money for God,” “Money to Save” 
and “Money to Spend.” 
• God made everything, so everything is God’s. 

Even us.  We are God’s creation. We are 
thankful that God created everything. God 
has given us so much that we want to give 
back to God, too.  

• We want to think about God first. So, the first 
jar we put money in will be the “Money for 
God” jar.  

• We give to God because we love God. We also 
show God our love by going to church, 
praying and doing good for others. In fact, 
when we give money to the church, it helps 
the church do the things God has asked the 
church to do. It helps the church teach people 
about God so that other people can know that 
God loves them, too.  

Please continue to encourage your 
children to share their gifts during church and at 
Sunday School.  

Sunday School Mission Update 
Your SS “First Sunday Mission Offering” 

on November 5th will go toward paying the 
shipping fees for the Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes.  Shipping fees are $9 per box.  Also, 
keep bringing those items to fill the shoeboxes!  
The bins are filling up, but we want to fill a lot of 
shoeboxes so keep up the good work!! 

Operation Christmas Child Mission 
Shoebox Packing November 12 
 On Sunday, November 12 during the SS 
hour, each SS class will pack a few shoeboxes, 
and then the 7th & 8th graders will pack the rest!!  
boxes to send around the world!  Awesome!!     
Be sure all donations are here by the 12th!   

Third Grade Faith Stepping Stone 
 Third graders will receive Bibles and a 
congregational blessing during worship on 
Sunday, November 12.  Families may choose 
which worship service to attend for the blessing. 

Children Sing in Church  
Our 2nd-6th grade children 

will sing late in the 8:15 worship 
service and early in the 10:30 
worship service on Sunday, 
November 12.  Third graders also receive their 
new Bibles that day, so we hope your children 
will be here to share with the congregation and 
our third graders on this special day. 

Jesus Rocks Youth Praise Team 
Our youth praise team for grades 5 and 

up starts rehearsals Sunday, November 5 from 
10:20-11:00 am.  They’ll rehearse every 1st, 3rd 
& 5th Sunday in the back of the fellowship hall. 

Christmas Program 
Plans are underway for our Christmas 

Program!  Join us this year as we bring it back to 
the basics!!  We will narrate the Christmas story, 
mixed with songs by the kids and congregational 
favorites!  All children will sing in the choirs, so 
we are hoping you’ll have them here on Sundays 
as much as possible this month.  The program is 
Sunday, December 10th at 1:00 pm.  

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
Nov. 5 Faith Stepping Stone class during SS 

Hour – 3rd Grade 
Nov. 5 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Nov. 5 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal @ 10:20 
Nov. 12  SS Mission –OCC shoebox items due 
Nov. 12 Faith Stepping Stone Blessing – 3rd 

Grade in Worship 
Nov. 12 2nd-6th graders sing in church 
Nov. 19 Jesus Rocks Rehearsal @ 10:20 



Ministry Team Reports 

Finance Team Update 
By Dexter Lehman 

Thank you to all who organized the 
informative financial estate planning classes.   

Financially 2017 has been a bumpy year.    
Since the lowest point in June, contributions 
bounced back in July and August but we lost 
much of the gain again in September.  By the end 
of September our expenses had exceeded our 
income by $11,147 for the year.     

As we head into the final quarter of the 
year we find ourselves needing to finish the year 
strong in order to avoid dipping into reserves.   
Last year we found ourselves in a similar 
situation and were able to make up the deficit 
with a strong December.  Can we do it again?  
With God all things are possible! 

2018 Estimates of Giving 
 Thank you to everyone who turned in a 
pledge card for the coming year!  If you haven’t 
yet returned your estimate-of-giving cards to 
make your 2018 financial commitment to the 
church, it’s not too late!   

Church Conference Sunday, Nov. 19 
 The church’s annual charge conference to 
vote on the pastor’s compensation package, 2018 
budget, membership report, ministry team 
members, and other church business will take 
place on Sunday, November 19 at 11:35 pm.  
All members of Buffalo UMC are welcome to 
come and vote.  
  

Our Church Family 

Prayer Matters… 
• Pray for Art Peterson and family as they grieve 

the loss of Judy.  Her service was October 28. 
• Pray for Kathy Maiden breast cancer recovery 

and treatments to go well and be successful. 
• Joe Kalway’s cancer has returned and spread, 

and he’s struggled with kidney stones and 
blood pressures issues as well.  

• Glenda Vidmar is finally home and working on 
re-gaining her strength as the treatments seem 
to slowly be improving her lung function. 

• John Johnson had a large cancerous brain 
tumor removed, and is recovering well as he 
awaits follow-up plans. 

• Ivan Erickson’s son, Tim, was recently 
diagnosed with a brain tumor.   

• Continued prayers for Martha Grimme and 
Janice Erickson. 

• Pat Bowe has completed round 4 of her 
treatments and seems to be responding.  Pray 
for strength and success! 

• The Carter family asks that we pray for Craig 
Zellmer as his life’s journey comes to an end. 

• Pray for Joyce & Xanthe, close friends of the 
Highbergs who are battling aggressive cancers.  

• Following several falls, Mianna Varner is now 
at Cottagewood Memory Care in Park View, 
419 8th St NW #4191A  Buffalo, MN 55313.    

Thank You from: 
• From Glenda Vidmar: “Thanks for all the cards, 

calls, visits and prayers while I have been in the 
hospital.  You've helped to keep my spirits raised!  
Special thanks to UMM for coming to our house 
and blowing leaves.  It is a tremendous gift!  
Thanks also for the beautiful prayer shawl.  It 
was a special comfort the night before my lung 
biopsy.  I still have a long haul ahead of me with 
3 - 6 months of treatments.  Your continued 
support is a blessing.” 

• Pat Bowe: “Thank you everyone who has been 
praying for me.  I feel every prayer.  I am so 
blessed to have all of you in my life.” 

• Bev Barringer’s Family: “Thank you for allowing 
us the use of BUMC Fellowship hall for Mom’s 
party. Much appreciated.” 

• Bev Barringer: “To my BUMC friends, thank you 
so much for making my 90th birthday party very 
special. Thank you for the beautiful cards and 
gifts and most of all for joining my family in the 
party celebration. The BUMC fellowship hall is 
the best place to have a party. Thanks to all.” 

• Mary Nus & family: “Thank you so much for 
Mom’s (Helen Ann Johnson’s) service and all the 
caring things you do! From our grateful hearts 
to yours.” 

• Thursday Women’s AA Big Book Study Group: 
“With sincere gratitude in our hearts, we thank 
you for your continued love and support in 
allowing us to grow in our spiritual life by 
opening up the rooms for recovery for us!”  



  

 

What’s Up in Preschool? 
The October weather allowed our preschoolers to 
be outside on some of the beautiful days and to 
admire the trees here in our own backyard was 
truly outstanding!  Our all-school field trip to Fall 
Harvest Apple Orchard in Delano was a delightful 
experience for the 3, 4 and 5’s---as well as many 
wonderful parent/grandparent volunteer 
chaperones. The cold weather, wind and chance of 
snow did not freeze out our enthusiasm to 
experience and see all they had.   
 

 
 
Our Preschool Chapel volunteers Dianne McLain, 
Debbie Bishop and Curtis Rieck, have been coming 
in for their visits, taking us into the sanctuary for 
some wonderful lessons.  They include some good 
movin’ and groovin’ music, and we look forward to 
their monthly visits!  Halloween parties are at the 
end of October made for a most fun-filled, 
interesting, busy and diverse month!  Now as we 
head into November, we must appreciate a new 
feel to the season as the wind, rain and occasional 
snow showers teach our young ones about God’s 
ever changing wonderful world.  

 

 
We will have school pictures taken at the beginning 
of the month, and parents and teachers will meet 
for conferences midmonth. Both provide 
meaningful growth markers for each child. 
 
Enrollment numbers are good this year, as we have 
17 in our 3 day class for 4/5 year olds, and 9 of the 
16 slots are filled with 3 year olds in the two day 
class. We are currently helping two families with 
tuition, and they are all so appreciative that their 
children can attend. We see growth in these 
children already, so the preschool is very thankful 
for your ongoing congregational support.  
 
Looking for a way to help the preschool, we have a 
Program Enhancement Fund.  We are using our 
new curriculum, and changing themes, so we are in 
need supplies monthly, so watch for these in the 
weekly bulletins.  We continue to have our 
wonderful Gym Nation program, and we are also 
hoping to do more outreach activities, and this 
Program Enhancement will help keep these costs 
down for our families.  Please note that any 
additional donations will help benefit the children 
directly and is greatly appreciated.   
 

 
 
As we give thanks to God for our many blessings, 
we include thanks for the youngsters we have in 
our care.  We feel most blessed to be helping to 
shape the future of these young lives---our 
wonderful preschool and fine teachers are a 
blessing to many!  
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all! 

Melissa Ungaro, Director 
 

Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Jenny Hanson, teaching assistant 



Connection Points 
 

Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 
 
 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join in the fellowship hall monthly to spend time in fellowship and 
devotions, and to learn more about the missions supported by the UMW. We will hold the 
election of officers and all annual pledges are due.  
 This Month: Thursday, November 9 at 1:00 pm 
 Bring: Thank offering, annual pledge 

 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 
Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month: Saturday, November 18 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  Call Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.   

This month: Monday, November 27 at 1:00pm 
 

Thursday Gatherings Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, November 2 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able.  Call Paulette for details at:  763-276-7435.   
Currently studying 2 Peter, then will start Revelation. 
       Weekly:  Thursdays at 6:30 pm   

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins May-September at 5:30 pm for food and fellowship.  
Primarily active seniors, but all welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 682-4964.  

  This month:  On Hiatus until May 
 

Praise & Coffee Every 1st Monday of the month 
Gather at Perkins for coffee, fellowship and a spirit of praise!  All 
welcome – men, women, young, old!  Call Sheryl Lehman at 763-
229-0340.  This month: November 6 at 6:00 pm 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It’s a TRULY different confirma-
tion and Youth Group evening!   
Students in grades 7-12 will 
gather together for a “no 

holds barred” costume party.  
Hit the store, raid your par-
ents closet, and come pre-

pared for some crazy season-

al outlandishness.  
It will be fun. It will be serious. 

It will be a great  
opportunity to invite a friend 
along to see if they would like 

to join us for the year.  
  Nov. 1 Regular evening in the Youth Room  
                         Topic: Is God really in Control? 

  Nov. 8 All Youth Costume Gathering! 

  Nov. 15  Regular evening in the Youth Room 
                         Topic: What should I pray for? 

  Nov. 22 No Youth Tonight! 

  Nov. 26 Senior High Sunday School Advent Class starts! 

  Nov. 29 Hanging of the Greens rehearsal 

 

FRIENDLY REMINDER   
On a “Normal/Regular” 

youth evening students are 
able to purchase dinner at 
the church. We provide  

pizza (cheese & sausage ) 
for $1 per slice. Pop may 

be purchased from the pop 
machine for .50. 

 
 

BUMY is still seeking   
volunteers! We                

particularly need people 
who would  assist in            

transporting  students.    
(2-3 times per year.) 

Contact Curtis                
immediately if you are 

able to assist  

 
BUMY  

“Where Everybody Knows 
Your Name!” 

CURTIS  R. RIECK   
Curtis@buffaloumc.com 

(the person who should know stuff) 
.  



Scripture	Reader	Schedule	
Traditional	Celebration	Service	10:30	
November	5	 Marlys	Frederiksen	

November	12	 Reader	Needed	

November	19	 Julie	Bedker	

November		26	 Mary	Johnson	

Coffee	Server	Schedule	
November	5	 UEC	–	Keith	&	Georgia	Docherty,	

Alison	&	Martyn	Dibben	
November	12	 Lisa	McConnon	&	Darla	Frink	

November	19	 Esther	Kiphuth,	Gary	&	Gayle	

November	26	 Craig	&	Maggie	Lilja	

Usher	Schedule	
8:15	am	

November	5	
November	12	
November		19	
November	26	

10:30	am	
November		5	
November		12	
November		19	
November		26	

		
Tim	&	Kathy	Maiden	
Ezra	Emons	&	Ed	Arens	
Troy	&	Laura	Carter	
Dexter	&	Sheryl	Lehman	
	
Ivan	Erickson,	Lester	Hamann	
Ushers	Needed	
Linda	Bostic	&	Jeremy	Carlson	
Mary	Johnson	&	Ken	Weese	

Looking	Ahead…	
Items	to	Put	on	Your	Calendar	

Dec.	3	 UMW	Christmas	Bake	Sale		

Dec.	3		 Hanging	of	the	Greens	

Dec.	9	 Shoe	Box	Packing	Trip	

Dec.	10	 Children's	Christmas										
Program	&	Potluck	

Dec.	14	 UMW	Christmas	Brunch	

Dec.	25	 Christmas	Day	Dinner	

Dec.	30	 Wesley	Meal	

Jan.	21	 1st	Grade	Faith	Stepping	
Stone	class	

Jan.	25	 Movie	Night	

Jan.	26‐28		 Con irmation	Retreat	

Jan.	28	 1st	Grade	Faith	Stepping	
Stone		Blessing	

	

November	2017	Schedules	

Resources	
Current	issues	of	the	Upper	
Room	(large	print)	are	available	
in	the	entryway	for	a	nominal	
donation.	
	

Prayer	Requests	
Call	the	of ice	or	use	the	cards	
available	during	worship	to	
make	prayer	requests.		Turn	
them	in	to	the	pastor	before	ser‐
vices	on	Sunday	morning	for	in‐
clusion	in	announcements.	

	
	

Prayer	Circle	
Please	call	the	church	of ice	at	
763‐682‐3538	with	prayer	con‐
cerns	or	to	be	part	of	the	prayer	
circle.	
	

Flowers	for	the	Altar	
Do	you	have	a	special	event	or	
person	you	want	to	honor	with	
lowers	some	Sunday?		Sign	up	
on	the	 lower	chart	posted	by	
the	of ice,	and	indicate	if	you	will	
bring	your	own,	or	place	your	
check	for	$39	in	the	offering	
marked	“ lowers”	and	we	will	
order.	

Please	let	the	church	of ice	
know:	
 If	your	telephone	number,	e‐

mail	address	or	mailing	ad‐
dress	change.	

 When	a	member	of	your	
family	is	hospitalized	or	in	
need	of	pastoral	care.	

 If	you	would	like	Holy	Com‐
munion	brought	to	you.	

 If	you	know	of	someone	in	
the	congregation	that	could	
use	a	delivered	meal.		

Information 



November 2017 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday        Saturday 
 
Sunday Schedule  
8:15 am             Joyful Praise Worship 
9:20-10:20 am             Fellowship & Education 
10:30 am           Traditional Celebration Worship 
 

1 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
3:00 Guest Connections 

Team Meeting 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 
    Focus Night 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:15 pm Joyful Praise 
 
 
 

2 
1:00 pm Thursday’s 

Gathering 
6:30 AA Womens  
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 

3 
4:00 pm 
Confirmation “The 
Event” Depart 

4 
7:30 am Worship 

Design Team 
Meeting 

9:00 am New 
Members Class 

9:00 am AA 
      

5 
Holy Communion 
All Saints Sunday 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 
9:20 am Top 10 UM Beliefs Class 
9:20 Faith Stepping Stone Class 

3rd Grade 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks Rehearsal 
2:00 pm  Parkview Service 
7:30 pm  AA 

6 
10:00 am AA 
9:00 am Community 

Commodity 
Distribution 

6:00 Praise & Coffee 
7:30 pm  AA 
 
 
 

7 
10:30 am  AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm  Property 

Team Meeting 
 

8 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth & 

Confirmation combined 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:15 pm Joyful Praise 
     Rehearsal 
 

9 
1:00 pm UMW 
6:30 pm AA 

Women’s Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 
 

10 
6:00-9:00 Private 

Rental 

11 
9:00 am AA 
Veteran’s Day 

12 
3rd Grade Faith Stepping Stone 

Blessing 
2nd – 6th  Gr sing in  Worship 

Chancel Chimes Play 
9:20 am Top 10 UM Beliefs Class 
9:20 am OCC Shoe Box Packing 
10:20 am Kids’ Choir  Rehearsal 
11:30 Christmas Day Dinner 

Meeting 
7:30 pm  AA 
 
 

13 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 pm  BeFrienders 
7:30 pm  AA  
 

14 
10:30 am  AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm  Leadership 
    Team Meeting 
 
 

15 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 
    Faith Night 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
     Rehearsal 
 

16 
6:30 pm AA 
     Women’s  Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
7:30 am UMM  
9:00 am AA 
 

19 
Higher Call Leads Worship 
New Member Sunday 
9:20 am Top 10 UM Beliefs Class 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks Rehearsal 
11:30 Church Conference 
7:30 pm AA 

20 
10:00 am AA 
12:00 pm MS 

Support Group 
7:30 pm AA 
  

21 
 10:30 am  AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm SPRC 
     Meeting 
 
 
 

22 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
7:30 pm Community 

Thanksgiving Service 
at Zion 

23 
6:30 pm AA 

Women’s Group 
Thanksgiving 
 
  

24 
Office Closed 
 

25 
9:00 am AA 
 

26 
United Methodist Student Day 
Offering received 
First Sunday of Advent @BUMC 
9:20 am Senior High “The 

Wonder of Christmas” Advent 
class begins 

9:20 am Top 10 UM Beliefs Class 
7:30 pm AA 

27 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer 

Shawls at Arlene’s 
7:30 pm  AA 
 
 

28 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Finance 

Team Meeting 
 

29 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Advent study 

with Knutsons 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 
     Focus Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:15 pm Joyful Praise 
     Rehearsal 

30 
Noon  Advent study 

with Laurie 
6:30 pm AA 

Women’s Group 
6:30 pm Adult Bible 

Study at Paulette’s 
 
 

 

 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Don’t Miss… 
 

“The Wonder of Christmas” 
this Advent 
beginning 

November 26 
 

Worship, 
classes, 

devotionals, 
conversations 

Rediscover the wonder! 
   

 
The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 

Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 
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Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone   Fax 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 
 

   Find us on Facebook 
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