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Worship Events 
 
Sunday, September 3 

Finding Peace in a  
High-Anxiety World 

Psalm 1 
Philippians 4:1-9  

Holy Communion 

  
Sunday, September 10 

Slowing Down in a  
Hurry Up World 
Exodus 20:8-11 
Mark 6:30-32 
Fall Kick-Off 

 
Sunday, September 17 

Following Jesus in a  
Do It Yourself World  

(1st Service only) 
Galatians 2:19-21 

Confirmation Sunday 

 
Sunday, September 24 

Celebrating Stewardship 
 of Time 
Psalm 90 

Ephesians 5:10-20 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
(Starting September 10) 

 
Joyful Praise Worship 

8:15 am 
 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:20-10:20 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
10:30 am  

 

 

Why Come to Worship? 

 

We all have certain things that we do automatically, practically 
without thinking: brushing our teeth, checking our email, taking out the 
trash, driving to school or work. There are blessings in the ability to go 
through the motions without being preoccupied with every detail. Imagine 
how worrisome life would become if we had to think through the smallest 
details of our routines! Believe it or not, there are even blessings in a 
certain amount of routine in the ways we worship together. Can you 
imagine how disorienting worship would be if every week we followed a 
different order of worship? Routine isn’t a bad thing. It anchors us in our 
days and helps us pay attention to other things. 

On the other hand, sometimes routines let us go through the 
motions without paying attention to the importance of what we’re doing. 
Have you ever raced through a dinner before heading off to an event, 
barely aware of what you had just eaten? One of the reasons we thank God 
before eating is to call our attention to the great blessing of God’s 
provision, even in something as commonplace as an evening meal. I 
wonder if we face the same danger when we come to worship God 
together on Sunday mornings. Are we so familiar with what’s going to 
happen in worship that we are in danger of simply passing through the 
motions on the way to our next event? 

On my best days, when I get up and prepare to worship on Sunday 
morning, either as your pastor or as a worshipper at a different church, I 
have a hopeful expectation of encountering God in worship. To me, that 
means something more than singing songs I like to sing, hearing my 
favorite Bible stories, and catching up with my friends. I’m talking about 
moments when God is unquestionably, powerfully present- breakthrough 
moments, thin spaces, where the divine and the earthly intersect. Those 
experiences may well be in a song or a sermon, but the encounter is one 
with the Spirit of Christ, a divine spark that inspires us to start a journey, 
to make a change, to take one step closer to being a fearless, selfless, and 
hopeful disciple of Jesus, reaching out to the world with love.  

Worship is a time to draw closer to God, to fuel our spiritual 
momentum, both individually and as a church. Why do you come to 
worship?  This Sunday, my hope is that you come with a hopeful 
expectation of encountering the risen Christ in a new and powerful way! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 



 Spiritual Growth 
Antidotes for an Out-of-Control Life 

Whether you’re raising young children, 
chasing teenagers to activities, empty nesters 
encouraging (and paying for) college students, or 
active retirees, it’s easy for life to get out of 
control.  Our Fall worship series will cover some 
helpful topics September 3, 10, and 17: 
• Finding Peace in a High-Anxiety World 
• Slowing Down in a Hurry Up World 
• Following Jesus in a Do It Yourself World  
   (First service only due to Confirmation at 10:30) 

We’ll also hand out special pocket crosses 
to carry with you or hang up at home, reminding 
you to “Come to the Cross,” regardless of what is 
going on in your life.  When things feel out of 
control, or when joy overflows,  Come to the 
Cross.  So this Fall as our schedule changes back 
to 8:15 & 10:30 worship with Sunday School and 
fellowship between, Come to the Cross with us! 

Prayer Partners Needed for 2017-18 
We are still in need of 
adults for our Prayer 
Partner Ministry. Please 
consider participation in 
this great ministry!  It’s 

really easy – you just pray once a week for your 
child!!  Prayer partners will be announced in 
September and there will be a Prayer Partner 
welcome party at 9:40 (during the Sunday 
School hour) on October 29 to meet and get to 
know your SS child.  Contact Debbie Bishop or 
sign up at church ASAP!  Help us pour blessings 
on our Sunday School children!  

Unidos en Cristo Spiritual Retreats 
 If you might be interested in attending a 
Unidos en Cristo spiritual retreat, please contact 
Darla O’Flanagan or see Laurie to connect you.   
The upcoming Men’s weekends are: November 
9-12, 2017 in Rochester and January 18-21, 2018 
in Plymouth.  Women’s weekends are November 
16-19, 2017 in Rochester and January 25-28, 
2018 in Plymouth.  They might be just what you 
need to re-ignite your faith life!  

Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
Sept. 3 Last Day of summer schedule 

(Communion moved to the 10th) 
Sept. 10 Holy Communion; Fall Kick Off 

Sunday - Sunday School begins; late 
service returns to 10:30 am 

Sept. 17 Confirmation Sunday - 9th grade 
confirmands lead worship  

Sept. 24 7th Grade Faith Stepping Stone 
Blessing 

Sunday Schedule Changes Sept. 10 
The summer worship schedule runs 

through Labor Day Sunday, September 3.  On 
Sunday, September 10 we return to our fall 
schedule: 

8:15  Joyful Praise Worship 
9:20-10:20  Fellowship & Sunday School 
10:30  Celebration Worship 

Worship Help Needed 
 It would be incredibly helpful to have 
more people trained in to help with lyric and 
PowerPoint projection during worship.  It’s 
really SO easy, and training is provided!  We 
especially need help at the late service.  Please 
see Jana Knutson or Laurie Schroeder if willing 
to help at either service. 
 Also, if you or someone you know is 
interested in music involvement, please contact 
Laurie to discuss the ways to participate.  There 
are many possibilities ranging from the Joyful 
Praise Team, to late service or working with 
children. 

 

Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
July 30  103 47 150 
August 6  121 67 188 
August 13    95 47 142 
August 20  102 57 159 
 



Ministry & Missions  
MCCI/Ministry Teams Update 

Three new ministry teams have been 
commissioned and are seeking God’s best for the 
renewal of our church.  The Guest Connections 
team also completed an off-site training event 
with MCCI coaches.  This team is the first of our 
teams to be assigned their own MCCI coach for 
their ongoing work.  Be looking for the fruit of 
that training in our Sunday morning hospitality. 
The Signage Audit team is reviewing our existing 
church signage and exploring best practices used 
by other churches and businesses.  The 
Confirmation Design Team has had their first 
meeting and the Congregational Care Team is 
busy taking inventory of current care needs.  

Wow! It’s been an exciting season of new 
ministries! If you’re interested in getting 
involved in one of the ministries mentioned here, 
check with the church office. If you’re interested 
in a team that hasn’t launched yet, hang in there! 
We’ll get more teams launched this fall. 

Church-School Partnership Training 
Many times people have brought up the 

idea of connecting more closely with our 
neighbor, Northwinds Elementary School.  The 
question is usually, “But what would that look 
like?”  On Saturday, September 16 a Church-
School Partnership Round-Up will be held from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Hennepin Avenue UMC in 
Minneapolis.   Learn about the impact of a 
church-school partnership, how to start one, and 
some practical tools and tips. This event features 
speaker Jake McGlothin, author of The Mission-
Minded Guide to Church and School Partnerships. 

If you’re interested in exploring the 
possibilities, please see Laurie. 

Blankets for Beds 
Consider cleaning 

out your closets for new and 
gently used blankets, 
bedding and towels for local 
distribution.  If you need items to be picked up, 
please contact Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260. 

School Supplies & Other Donations 
We will collect supplies for Common Hope 

through September 10.  There is a collection box 
in the entryway for your items.  
School supplies must be newly purchased: 

Backpacks   pens 
(black/blue/red) 

pencils    erasers 
Pencil sharpeners  glue bottles 
12-pack colored pencils  scissors (4-5″ and 7″) 
plastic rulers  watercolors 
compasses   protractors 
#12 paintbrush (flat) silicone glue (100 g) 
fine point (.5) permanent black markers 
(NOTE: No notebooks, paper, or folders!) 

Teacher supplies and classroom incentives: 
White board markers masking tape (1″) 
construction paper  small craft 
kits 
Wite-Out/Liquid Paper popsicle sticks 
Yarn   stickers  
Small bouncy balls 

The following items may be new or gently used: 
scientific calculators   
recorders (plastic flutes) 
Spanish-English dictionaries (Univ. of Chicago)  

Other Donations for Common Hope 
Dental items:  toothbrushes, toothpaste 
Children’s books in Spanish 
Hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves 

Wesley Meal on September 30 
 Watch bulletins for details on help needed 
with the Wesley meal serving and cakes! 

Operation Christmas Child 
 The Sunday School team invites the 
congregation to join our SS children in another 
“shoebox” mission for Operation Christmas 
Child.  Watch for details. 

And the Winner is... 
In case you hadn’t heard, the BOYS finally 

won the 2017 Summer Penny Wars, though the 
real winner was our “We Can Be the Change” 
mission recipients!  It was close – the men ended 
up with $173.25 and the women with $168.77, 
less than $5 apart.  The difference was actually 
that men put more pennies in the women’s jar by 
nearly $10.  Thanks, everyone for participating! 



Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Sunday School Starts September 10! 
We are excited to see you in Sunday 

School on September 10.  There have been many 
exciting things happening with the Sunday 
School program and we cannot wait to share 
them with you!  As quoted in Isaiah 43:19, “God 
is doing a new thing” and so are we!  With the 
blessing and support of church staff, the teachers 
have taken on the mission to develop and 
nurture the relationship between God and the 
children of BUMC in new ways!   

The dedicated volunteers, who give of 
themselves on Sunday mornings, have now 
developed their own curriculum for the children 
on Sunday.  Many hours of meetings, preparation 
and prayer have led us on this journey.  To quote 
one of our teachers, “We need to get back to the 
basics.”  The children will be doing just that, 
returning to the foundation of Bible teachings 
and exploring them at an age appropriate 
level.  We are excited about this journey and we 
hope that you are too! 

 
Sunday School Kick-Off 

Sunday, September 10 9:20-10:20 
Ice Cream Social & Scavenger Hunt! 

Meet in the sanctuary at 9:20! 
(All parents & children 3 years thru 6th grade)  

Our Sunday School kick-
off is on Sunday, September 10 
at 9:20.  Parent and children will 
begin in the Fellowship Hall for 
ice cream sundaes, then meet in 
the sanctuary (ages 3 through 6th 
grade) for a short orientation.  

Then the kids will take off as they begin the 
Amazing Sunday School Adventure! The kids will 
have a chance to meet their teachers, find 
important places in the church, and get their 
pictures taken for the Prayer Partner Ministry.   

**If you have not yet registered for Sunday 
school, please sign up soon!  Go to the church 

website’s Sunday School page to download a 
registration form, or you can now register online!!  

Remember, this is a great time to invite 
friends and neighbors to Sunday School! Your 
invitation might be just what it takes for a family 
to join the fun on Sundays and get to know Jesus.   

Sunday School Mission 
This year the Sunday School mission 

through December will again be Operation 
Christmas Child, which provides shoeboxes full 
of items for children worldwide.  Our mission 
offering on the first Sunday of each month will go 
toward paying the shipping fees for the 
shoeboxes, and classrooms will also have bins to 
collect items to go into the shoeboxes.  

Back-to-School Blessing Sept. 10 
With the start of Sunday School and 

public school just getting underway, we invite all 
kids, SS teachers, and school teachers to be in 
worship on Sunday, September 10 for our 
special Back-to-School Blessing!  Attend either 
service (8:15 or 10:30) and we’ll bless all our 
students and teachers for the year ahead.  Kids 
can even bring their school backpacks if they 
want! 

Prayer Partner Party October 29 
Prayer Partners pairings 

with students will be made in 
September and envelopes will 
be put out by the end of the 
month.  Then on Sunday, October 29 the Sunday 
School classes and adult Prayer Partners will 
gather for a “get to know you” party during the 
Sunday School hour.  Children will meet their 
Prayer Partners and have some fun together. 

BUMPreschool Still Enrolling! 
 Our preschool mission is to provide an 
atmosphere of love and acceptance in which 
each child can develop socially, emotionally, 
physically, spiritually and intellectually.  We still 
have openings in our three-year-old class, and 
have filled the 4/5, but will put children on a 
waiting list. If you or someone you know is 
looking for a preschool, call Melissa Ungaro for 
more information or a tour.  Remember, we also 
offer tuition scholarships.   



Confirmation 

Confirmation Starts Up in September 
Registration letters have been mailed to 

incoming 7th graders and returning 8th graders.  
If you know a youth who might want to 
participate in our confirmation program, please 
have them contact us as soon as possible. 

Remember that Sunday School starts 
September 10, and the mandatory Student and 
Parent Confirmation Orientation session is on 
Wednesday, September 13 at 6:00 pm, so 
mark your calendar now! 

Confirmation Kick-Off Schedule 
Faith Partners Orientation 

Meet with Pastor Bill on Wednesday, 
September 6, 6:00 - 7:30 pm, fellowship hall. 

7th & 8th Grade Student & Parent Orientation 
Meet with Pastor Bill on Wednesday, 
September 13, 6:00 – 7:30 pm, FH.   

Students & Faith Partners 
Students meet with their faith partners for 
the first faith night dinner on Wednesday, 
September 20, 6-7:30 pm. 

Students and Table Leaders 
Your first focus night class with Pastor Bill is 
Wednesday, September 27 from 6-7:30.   

 
7th & 8th Grade Sunday School classes begin 

on September 10 and confirmation students are 
expected to attend.  Also, all students are 
expected to attend the Confirmation worship 
service for the Class of 2017 on Sunday, 
September 17. 

Confirmation Sunday 
September 17 
 Confirmation Sunday 
is September 17 for our 9th 
graders, and is always a 
special day.  Students will 
share faith statements at both services, but the 
confirmation ritual will take place at the 10:30 
worship service.  Our 7th & 8th grade students are 
expected to attend at least one of the services on 
the 17th!   

 NOTE: 2017 Confirmation class 
students, faith partners, and parents will have 
confirmation rehearsal on Saturday, September 
16 at 7:00 pm. 

7th Grade Faith Stepping Stone  
 We will bless our 7th graders who are 
beginning their first year of confirmation during 
worship on Sunday, September 24.  As part of 
this Faith Stepping Stones Blessing we present 
them with their confirmation study Bible.   

 

Fun & Fellowship 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
 The United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
will hold its first fall meeting on Saturday, 
September 16 at 7:30 am.  We’re eager to 
gather once again over a hot breakfast to enjoy 
fellowship, devotions, and discussion of current 
topics and ways to serve our church family as 
well as our community. 

Newcomers are welcome any time! 
Contact Ivan Erickson at 763-497-1742 if you 
have any questions about the United Methodist 
Men’s Fellowship, and how you too can increase 
your spiritual connection with Christ and your 
fellow men of your BUMC family. 

United Methodist Women Update 
The UMW meets Thursday, September 

14 at 1:00.  Melanie Lichtenberg will be our host 
for the afternoon, sharing her experience with 
Allina Hospice. 

We hope to get a carload to attend the Big 
Waters District Fall UMW Gathering on Saturday, 
September 23 at White Bear Lake UMC.  Call Sara 
Gaeth if you are interested in attending.  The 
session usually ends around 2:30pm.  

Last Diners Out Gathering Sept. 28 
The final Diners Out of the year will be 

held at Perkins Restaurant on Thursday, 
September 28 at 5:30 pm.  Come enjoy fun 
stories and tidbits shared over a good meal.   If 
you have any questions or need a ride, call Dave 
& Sara Gaeth at 763-682-4964. Diners out will 
resume again in May next year.  



Thursday Game Gathering Sept. 7 
Come enjoy relaxed fellowship at our next 

Thursday Game Day on Thursday, September 7 
from 1:00-4:00 pm.  Coffee will be available and 
most people bring a favorite snack to share.  If 
you like playing board games, dominos, cribbage, 
bridge or other games, come enjoy a few hours 
together.  If you need a ride or more information, 
call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221.  

 

Ministry Team Reports  
Finance Team Update 
     By Martyn Dibben, VC-Team Member 

As noted by Jim Tool last month, 2017 
income for the year’s first half is running around 
$10,000 less than in the prior three years.  
Directed prayer needs consideration! 

BUMC mortgage principal is paid well 
ahead (Sept 2020) and loan renewal scheduled 
for August 2018, but staff is researching 
alternate options, and the possible short-term 
use of some mortgage reserve funds to better the 
fiscal picture. 

A review of BUMP finances proved far 
better than expected, with operating funds & 
new school year student numbers up. 

Currently, both church net assets and 
liabilities are down in comparison to same time 
prior years.  But BUMC’s history is that mid-year 
lags recover post-fall, especially if membership is 
made aware that increased (or catch-up) year-
end donations will enable the budget to keep on 
track. 

Again, we have paid all the owed MN 
Conference apportionments, and given yearly 
reserves, BUMC is fiscally sound as we 
transgress on the MCCI breakthrough initiatives 
crucial to our mission.  Diligent and faithful 
giving review, along with adequate congregant 
discernment, should enable the church to 
complete its planned 2017 operations within 
budget. 

You can better BUMC’s fiscal position by 
allowing your gifts to be consistent and regular 
through electronic giving, which acts to smooth 
monthly fluctuations in the ability to pay bills. 

Estate & Financial Planning –         
The Time is Now…for Everyone! 
 See the full-page insert on four free Estate 
and Financial Planning classes to be offered this 
fall by our Growing Generous Givers and Adult 
Discipleship Vision teams.  This is a fabulous 
opportunity!  This class is filled with useful 
information whether you are a young couple just 
starting out, a single adult, or nearing retirement 
age – there is something for everyone to learn!   
Please use the flyer to remind yourself of the 
classes or to invite someone you know.   

Adult Discipleship Vision Team 
    By Rita Varner-Otness 
 Wow.  My first thought about this team 
proved to be exactly the goal that we will pursue.  It 
is described in the words of our Mission Statement: 
“This team imagines a church where adults of all 
ages regularly participate in lay-led Bible studies 
and other small group discipleship ministries, both 
during the Sunday School time and all week long.” 
 Did you see that?  It said “lay-led” studies.  
Not clergy, but individuals from within and outside 
of BUMC.  We want everyone to experience a 
chance to grow in their faith by learning from God’s 
word and God’s love. 
 We worked with the Growing Generous 
Givers team to launch a stewardship-based class 
that begins September 24.  See the enclosed flyer! 
 We can become people that reach others for 
Christ, and that is what we want our lives to be 
about.Now we’re asking anyone and everyone to 
help us grow as a team and join us!  The team 
currently includes Jana Knutson, Rita Varner-
Otness, Tracy Daleiden, Sally Peterson, Shelly 
Garvey and Sheryl Lehman. Seek out these people 
with your ideas and questions, and prayerfully 
consider joining the group! 

Building & Property Update 
 Let there be light!  Have you noticed that 
the sanctuary is brighter??   Not only were layers 
of dust removed from light fixtures, but burned 
out and dim bulbs were replaced.  Thanks to Bob 
Highberg, Dave Sieberg, Jeremy Carlson and 
other members of the property team who all 
rented a lift and helped to do this major task, 
along with other building maintenance and 
cleaning projects.  



Our Church Family 

Prayer Matters… 
• Continued prayers for endurance and tolerance 

for Pat Bowe as she experiences challenges 
with her chemo treatments. 

• Martha Grimme is in hospice and receiving no 
further treatments, so please pray for her to 
have peace and comfort.  

• Joe & Ruth Kalway will both have cataract 
surgery on August 30, so please pray for 
successful surgery and recovery. 

• Continued prayers for Joanne Johnson, as she 
re-gains some of her strength. 

• Please hold the whole Pramann/Schweitering 
family in your prayers.  In addition to the loss 
of Kaye Pramann, her brother Tim 
Schweitering says their brother, Bill’s wife, 
Donna, was put in hospice out East and is 
expected to live less than two weeks.   

• Marjorie Zacharda’s sister, Kathy, has 
dementia, and her husband, Pat, has stage 4 
cancer and was just put in hospice.  Please pray 
for the whole family through this difficult 
journey. 

• Dave Gaeth’s nephew, Jeff Bang passed away 
after losing an ugly battle with cancer.  

• Mary Ann Peterson is settling in well in her 
new home in Wyoming with daughter Beth and 
family.  Prayers of thanksgiving that she is able 
to be with them, and continued prayers for her 
back to heal as they cauterize more nerves in 
the hope that it helps.   If you wish to send her 
greetings, her new address is: 3570 Washakie 
St, Casper WY 92609-2216. 

• Please pray for Jessa, one of Curtis’ youth group 
“posse” members, as she experienced the 
trauma of finding her landlord dead of a 
massive heart attack, and is likely going to have 
to find a new place to live.   

• Linda Sherman’s sister, Nora, has colitis and is 
experiencing a lot of pain, and her husband, 
Larry, is recovering from total knee 
replacement.  Please pray that they both heal 
and can get through the difficult days. 

• Linda Sherman’s cousin, Teri Jo, is battling 
stomach and colon cancer and in a great deal of 
pain.  Pray for peace and comfort. 

Celebration for: 
• Praise God for the safe arrival of Roy Ulysses 

born July 27 at 4:32 p.m. to Laura & Antonio 
Ortega. He is grandson of Gerry & Jill Starr.   

Thank You from: 
• UMW: “Thanks to all who helped make our 

Rummage Sale for Missions a huge success.” 
• Thursday Women’s AA Big Book Study Group: 

“Thank you for on-going support for allowing us 
to grow in our spiritual was of living through 
recovery. We are truly grateful for all you are 
doing! God bless you always!” 

• James Dorado: “Thank you so much for sending 
us to camp. It’s always a real pleasure going. I 
hope I can continue to grow my faith and go 
back again.” 

• Rachel Dorado: “I really appreciate all your help 
because I love going to camp. It’s really fun and 
also a great opportunity to grow in our faith.” 

• Brendan Buchholtz:  “Thank you so much for 
giving money to help pay for camp.  I loved my 
three days at Camp Koronis.” 

• Sarah Buchholtz:  “Thank you so much for 
helping pay for my horse camp experience!  I had 
so much fun!  My horse’s name was Pal. She was 
a great horse. We learned how to lead, saddle, 
ride, steer and a lot more.  Our instructor was 
very kind and he told us great stories.  It also 
gave me more time to spend with friends.  I had a 
wonderful time there!  Thank you!” 

• Jan Robertson: “Thank you for bringing your 
youth (We Can Be the Change) group to help us 
with our yard.  You have no idea how difficult it 
is to find help – almost impossible.  Thanks 
again.  We appreciate all the work that was 
done.” 

• Dolores Westerdahl:  “Susie Wulf, who I met at 
the book store, asked if I needed some help with 
something around the house.  My husband 
passed away last year.  I cannot do the front 
windows due to storm windows, seeing I am 83 
years old and can’t get on a ladder.  This was an 
answer to prayer. Please thank all who came to 
help me.  May God bless you.” 

• Connie Hermerding, Love INC: “Thank you so 
much for all the hard work you put in at our 
transitional house in Howard Lake a few weeks 
ago. The place looks so much better now! We 
continue to need dedicated volunteers to be the 
‘hands and feet of Jesus’ for our neighbors in 
need, just like you are! God bless you!”  



 

What’s Up in Preschool? 
Opening day for the 2017-2018 preschool 

year is just around the corner---and we are 
excited!  Our first day for the 3’s is Thursday, 
Sept. 7 and for the 4/5 class is Friday, Sept 8.  We 
will hold Orientation Night on August 29 to meet 
our wonderful preschoolers and their parents, 
impart a lot of valuable information, and get all 
of us very eager for that first day!  We currently 
have nine openings in the 3s class and are 
putting names on a waiting list in the 4/5 class. 
 

We have some great staff returning and a 
wonderful new addition.  Christine Hartke 
returns as lead teacher for both the 3 year old 
class and 4/5 class, with our new assistant in 
both classes, Jennifer Hanson.  Melissa Ungaro 
returns as the BUMP Director.   Also returning is 
our wonderful ½ hour Gym Nation P.E. classes.  
An instructor from the local club will come to our 
facility to teach these classes on Mondays and 
Tuesdays.  Getting our children more active and 
more knowledgeable about their bodies, healthy 
food and proper rest at this young age is the goal.  
 

One of the unique features of our 
preschool is that we have been able to offer some 
assistance to families facing financial challenges.  
Our congregation has been very generous in 
donating dollars, so that children of all income 
brackets can receive this vital education in 
readiness for kindergarten.  We have received 
scholarship requests again this year, and our 
reserve is very low at this point, so if this is an 
area that speaks to your heart, know that you 

will be helping to build the educational 
foundation for some very important young lives.  
 

We all look forward to the joy, 
exuberance and energy of our preschoolers as 
we begin our 10th year of classes here at 
BUMPreschool!  We are looking for Volunteers 
who would like to help our preschoolers 
make applesauce on Thursday Sept 28 and 
Friday Sept. 29.  If you are able to assist us, 
we would welcome the hands and help!  If you 
are available please let Melissa know, 763-682-
3538 or 612-444-6002.   Feel free to drop into 
our facility any morning and see lots of Christian 
love, learning and happiness in action 
 
Preschool Advisory Board Members Needed 

If you have an interest in early childhood 
education and a willingness to help shape the 
future of our program, we need YOU on the 
Preschool Advisory Board!  The Board is made 
up of the preschool director, representatives 
(parents) from both the 3 year old class and the 
4/5 classes, representatives from the SPRC and 
Finance teams, and church members at large.  
Currently we need one or two members from the 
congregation to fulfill those at-large positions.  
We meet the first Tuesday evening of every other 
month, starting in October from 7:00-8:00 PM 
and get a lot of decisions made in that hour!  
Please contact Melissa or the church office if you 
are interested in joining our fun, spirited, 
efficient group that is generating so many good 
ideas for our preschool! 
 

Enjoy these beautiful last days of summer, 
and feel the excitement of readiness for another 
wonderful year of learning, love and laughter as 
we look forward to God’s little ones clamoring 
through our preschool doors the first week of 
September! 

Melissa Ungaro, Director 
 
Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Jenny Hanson, teaching assistant 
 

 



Connection Points 
 

Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 
 
 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join as Melanie Lichtenberg will be our guest speaker sharing 
her experience with Allina Hospital. Our hostess’ will be Ruth Kalway and Jeanne 
Wermager.  
 
     This Month: Thursday, September 14 at 1:00 pm 
         

 
United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 

Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month: Saturday, September 16 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  You may participate in ministry even if you can’t attend the sessions.  Call 
Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions. 

This month: Monday, September 25 at 1:00pm 
 

Thursday Gatherings Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, September 7 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able.  Call Paulette for details at:  763-276-7435.   
Currently studying the books of Jude, James, 1 Peter and 2 Peter. 
 
Weekly:  On hiatus   

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins during the months of May-September at 5:30 pm for food and 
fellowship.  Primarily active seniors, but all are welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 
682-4964 if questions. This is the last one of the season.  

  This month:  Thursday, September 28 at 5:30 pm 



KICK-OFF  2017 

Any and all are invited! Consid-
er bringing a friend  as our 
first day of will  be nice and 

casual. We’ll have dogs on the 
grill,  watermelon, games of 
skill and lots of stuff we 

haven’t thought of yet!  
GRILLS WILL BE FIRED AND READY 

TO GO AT 6PM! 
 

A PRAYER FOR YOU TO USE AS WE 
SEND OUR STUDENTS BACK TO SCHOOL        

Dear Heavenly Father,                                       
Raising a child is an awesome and often overwhelming  
responsibility, yet You have entrusted these children to 
me, so I come to You now to lift them up to You as they 

begin a new year at school.  Please, Lord, keep my      
children safe from harm and evil. I pray that my children 

will be positive influences on those around them,         
conducting themselves in a Christ-like manner and         

resisting temptations. Lord, I also pray for myself as a   
parent.  Please help me to be there for my children in the 

ways that they need me to be.  Help me to understand 
them and to know how to support them, even ‘fight’ for 

them, if needed.  I pray that You will give me the wisdom 
to know when to help, when to encourage, when to        

motivate, and when to sit back. I pray also for wisdom in 
helping them when they face difficulties and challenges. I 
pray for every parent who shares these prayerful concerns 
and ask that You guide and bless them as they love and 
care for their children.  I pray, too, for the children who 

 

UPCOMING STUFF 
 
 

Wed. SEPT 20 

The Year be-
gins!  

All youth grades 9-12 and any 

adults who love adventure!
6:00 pm for 

Food 

and...other 
stuff!  

 

GRADES 7-12 
 

Wed., Oct. 4 
A new fun filled evening 
of games and worship. 

Friends are most      
welcome! 

 
“Where Everybody Knows 

Your Name!” 
 

CURTIS R. RIECK   
Curtis@.buffaloumc.com 
(the person who should know stuff) 



September 2017 
 

  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday        Saturday 
 

 
Sunday Schedule (through Sept. 3)             Sunday Schedule (starting September 10) 
  8:15 am          Joyful Praise Worship          8:15 am              Joyful Praise Worship 
  9:15-9:45 am Fellowship & Education       9:20-10:20 am   Fellowship  
 9:45 am           Traditional Worship             10:30 am            Traditional Worship 
 
 
 

 

 

1 
9:00 pm Commodity 

Distribution 

2 
9:00 am AA 

3 
7:30 pm AA 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 
 
Labor Day 

5 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Property Team 

Meeting 
   
 
 

6 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Faith Partner 

Orientation 
7:15 pm Joyful Praise  
 
 

7 
Preschool 3’s Start 
1:00 pm Thursday’s 

Gathering 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
 

8 
Preschool 4’s Start 
 

9 
9:00 am AA 
 

10 
Holy Communion 
Fall Kick Off Sunday 
Back to School Blessing 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 
 

11 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 pm  BeFrienders 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Adult 

Discipleship Vision 
Team  

6:30 pm Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 pm Charge 
Conference 

7:00 pm  Leadership 
Team Meeting 

 

13 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Students & Parents 
Orientation 

6:00 pm Senior High Youth 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:15 pm Joyful Praise  
 
 

14 
1:00 pm UMW  
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
   
   
 
 

16 
7:30 am UMM 
9:00 am AA 
7:00 pm Confirmation 

Rehearsal-Students 
7:45 pm Confirmation 

Rehearsal-Parents 

17 
Confirmation Sunday 
 
7:30 pm AA 
 

18 
10:00 am AA 
12:00 pm  MS 

Support Group 
7:30 pm AA 

19 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm SPRC Team 

Meeting   
    
 

20 
 8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Faith Night 
6:00 pm Senior High Youth 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:15 pm Joyful Praise  
 

21 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 
 
 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

22 

   

23 
9:00 am AA 
UMW – Big Waters 

Fall Gathering 

24 
7th Grade Faith 

Stepping Stone 
Blessing 

 
9:30 Estate & Financial 

Planning Class 
7:30 pm AA 

25 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer 

Shawls at Arlene’s 
7:30 pm AA 

26 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 pm Weight 

Watchers 
7:00 pm Finance Team 

Meeting 
    
 

27 
8:30 am Weight Watchers   
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Focus Night 
6:00 pm Senior High Youth 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:15 pm Joyful Praise  
 

28 
5:30 pm Diners Out at 

Perkins 
6:30 pm AA Women’s 

Group 

29 
 

30 
8:00 am Wesley Meal 
9:00 am AA 

 



September Schedules 
 

     
 

Information                         
Resources 

Current issues of the Upper 
Room, Alive Now, Pockets (for 
children), and DevoZine are 
available in the entryway for a 
nominal donation. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office or use the cards 
available in the attendance 
pads to make prayer requests.  
Turn them in to the pastor 
before services on Sunday 
morning for inclusion in 
announcements. 
 

Prayer Circle 
Please call the church office at 
763-682-3538 with prayer 
concerns or to be part of the 
prayer circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday?  Sign up 
on the flower chart posted by 
the office, and indicate if you 
will bring your own, or place 
your check for $39 in the 
offering marked “flowers” and 
we will order. 

 
 
Please let the church office know: 
 If your telephone number, 

e-mail address or mailing 
address change. 

 When a member of your 
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy 
Communion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.

 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

October  1     World Communion Sunday 
October 8     3 yr old Faith Stepping Stone 

Blessing 
October 18-20  Fall School Break - MEA 
October 21 UMM  
October 22 Union Gospel Mission Choir 
October 28     Saturday Awakenings – Zion 

Jubilee Band 
October 29       Prayer Partner Party 
November 3-5 “The Event” for 7th & 8th  
November 4  New Member Class 
November 5 Daylight Saving Time Ends 
November 5    3rd Grade Faith Stepping Stone 

Bible Class during SS 
November 5 Parkview Service 
November 12    3rd Grade FSS Blessing 
 

Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional Celebration Service 10:30 am 

Sept  3 -  9:45 Pam Croft 
Sept 10 – 10:30 Dianne McLain 
Sept  17 – 10:30 Rita Varner-Otness 
Sept  24 – 10:30 Sara Gaeth 

Coffee Server Schedule 
Sept  3 UEC – Mike & Jana Knutson, Kirk & 

Susie Wulf 
Sept 10 Barb Odenthal & Maryann Barfknecht 
Sept 17 Senior High Youth 
Sept 24 Norm & Kathy Varner 

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am   

Sept  3 
Sept 10 
Sept  17 
Sept  24 

10:30 am 
Sept 3 – 9:45 
Sept 10 
Sept 17 
Sept 24 

 
Glenda Vidmar & Georgia Docherty 
Larry & Darla Frink 
Tim Schwietering & Kathy Hanson   
Dave & Pam Sieberg 
 
Ivan Erickson & Lester Hamann 
Ivan Erickson & Linda Bostic 
Lester Hamann & Gloria Farwick 
Georgia Pollock & Jeremy Carlson 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
           Don’t Miss… 

FFaallll  KKiicckk--OOffff  
SSuunnddaayy  SScchhooooll  SSttaarrtt  &&  SScchheedduullee  CChhaannggee  

SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1100  
 

Worship at 8:15 & 10:30  
(Note late service change!) 

Sunday School from 9:20-10:20  
Ice Cream Social from 9:20-10:20 
New! Scavenger Hunt for SS Kids! 

 

See you then! 
 
 

 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 
Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 

Non-Profit Organization 
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Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone   Fax 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 
 

   Find us on Facebook 
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