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Worship Events 
 

Sunday, September 2 
Acting Out:  

Shaking Off the Shipwrecks 
and Snakes 

Acts 27:27-32, 39-41 
Acts 28:1-10 

Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, September 9 
21 Questions: 

The Spiritual Life 
Acts 17:26-28 

Romans 12:1-2 
Fall Kick-Off 

 

Sunday, September 16 
21 Questions: 

Authentic Faith 
Confirmation Sunday 

 

Sunday, September 23 
21 Questions: 
Am I Proud? 

Mark 10:35-45 
7th Grade Faith Stepping 

Stone Blessing 
 

Sunday, September 30 
21 Questions: 

The Greatest of These Is… 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, 13 

3yo Faith Stepping Stone 
Blessing 

 
 

Sunday Schedule 
(Starting September 9) 

 

Joyful Praise Worship 
8:15 am 

 

Education & Fellowship Hour 
9:20-10:20 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
10:30 am  

 

 

The Heart of Worship 
We’ve spent a great deal of time and energy over the last year 

launching new breakthrough ministries and challenging ourselves to 
act out the Good News of Jesus in new ways in the communities and 
world around us. While that’s been undeniably good, no amount of 
prayer, programs, and sermons can ever hope to change the world if 
we haven’t allowed our hearts to be changed through a relationship 
with the living Christ. It’s possible to be well-liked in church, school, 
and our jobs without ever having a single conversation with Jesus.   
It’s possible to serve as a church leader, even a pastor, without 
walking a daily path knowing Jesus. It’s even possible to be a regular 
worship attender who enjoys the weekly service and fellowship 
without confessing that Jesus is Lord.  

Is it wrong to be someone who’s worshipping and even serving 
while still trying to find Jesus? Of course not! For many people, 
worship and service are means God uses to convince us of the truth of 
the Gospel. Even Holy Communion can be a means by which some 
come to give their lives to Christ.  What is a problem is when seekers 
(or even long-time believers) substitute the actions and business of 
the church for their pursuit of Jesus, even the most wonderful 
ministries of the church. Jesus was abundantly clear that our mission 
is to make disciples of Jesus. We can’t make disciples of Jesus if we 
ourselves don’t know Jesus.  Just like Paul on the road to Damascus,  
an encounter with the living Christ is an essential wellspring from 
which our ministries flow.  Jesus is the heart of our worship, or 
prayer, and our service to others. 

This month, we’ll kick off our fall worship season with an 
examination of our faith.  John Wesley famously asked himself and his 
closest spiritual friends 21 questions that allowed them to honestly 
answer each day, “Is Jesus real to me?” Using Wesley’s historic 
questions, we’ll each be challenged to examine and grow in our 
spiritual beliefs and practices. Whether you’re a seeker, a 
Confirmation student, or a long-time believer, each of us was created 
with a need to know and be known by our creator, sustainer, and 
redeemer. Are you ready to begin a new spiritual journey together? 
Join us as we remember the heart of worship and everything else- a 
love relationship with Jesus that turns our worlds upside down and 
propels us into loving ministries with others.  

Blessings, 
Pastor Bill 

 



Buffalo United Methodist Church  

…serving people for Jesus Christ so that we all may know joy! 
 

 

Grow in Love of God and Neighbor  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul & mind and 
love your neighbors as yourself    Matthew 22:37-40   
 

Introduce People to Jesus 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all people… ` 

  Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Heal a Broken World  
The spirit of the Lord is upon us to bring good news to the poor 

Luke 4:16-21 
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 Spiritual Growth 
A New Season of Worship 

We’re kicking off the fall church season by 
embarking on a journey with John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, to grow deeper in our 
faith.  Our worship will be built around the 21 
questions that Wesley encouraged the first 
Methodists to ask one another - questions aimed 
at helping them, and now us, to become more 
authentically Christian.  Through weekly 
sermons and reflection questions, we’ll explore 
what makes Jesus real to us, and how we can 
develop the spiritual habits, practices and 
actions that can lead to a thriving Christian life. 

“Anxious for Nothing” Book Study 
More and more lately, it feels like our 

world is spinning out of control.  In his book, 
Anxious for Nothing, Max Lucado invites us to 
dive into Philippians 4:6-7: Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

This fall, you can be a part of a book study 
and join the journey to true freedom and 
experience more joy, clarity, physical renewal, 
and contentment by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Anxiety comes with life. But it doesn't have to 
dominate your life.  Rita Otness will facilitate a 
group at her home on Tuesday evenings from 
6:30-8:00 pm starting September 25 running 
through October 23 (5 sessions).  There may be a 
second group offered at a different time, also.  
Watch for sign-up sheets coming soon. 

Be a Sunday School Prayer Partners  
Would you consider 
being a Prayer Partner to 
one of our Sunday School 
children?  It’s really easy 
– just pray once a week 
for your child!!  Contact 

Debbie Bishop or sign up at church ASAP!  Help 
us pour blessings on our Sunday School children! 

Life Happens! A Caring Ministry 
Life Happens is a monthly ministry 

where guest speakers share first-hand 
experiences on difficult topics, helping us know 
what to do and what to say to let people know 
we care.  Join us on the 2nd Monday of each 
month from 7:15-8:15 pm.  We meet in the 
fellowship hall for a time of listening, learning, 
caring and dessert.  Come whenever you can.   

 

Monday, September 10, 7:15-8:15 p.m. 
Understanding Celiac Disease 

Alison Dibben, presenter 

Learn About Prayer Journaling 
Prayer is a gift from God, but often we feel 

inadequate, and therefore might not pray as 
much as would benefit us and our faith lives.  To 
help you explore new ways to experience prayer, 
there will be a Prayer Journaling Open House 
on Sunday, September 23 at 9:30 am in the 
conference room.   

Sheryl Lehman has prepared a beautiful, 
comprehensive resource on prayer journaling 
that you can review and get a copy of, and you 
will have an opportunity to sign up for a three-
session class on prayer journaling for October or 
beyond, if you’d like to participate.  You will be 
amazed at the myriad creative suggestions of 
ways to connect more deeply in prayer, and how 
easily you can incorporate them into your life.  
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.  –Romans 12:12   

Thursday Adult Bible Study 
The Thursday evening Bible study will start 

back up on Sept. 20 at 6:30 PM at Paulette Moore’s 
home. This year we are studying 1st & 2nd Kings, 
Esther, and Ruth. Please call Paulette with questions 
at (660) 624-0537. 

“Discover BUMC” on September 9 
The Guest Connections team hosts 

periodic informal gatherings for visitors or 
newcomers to BUMC.  The next “Discover BUMC” 
gathering is Sunday, September 9 at 9:20 am 
between services at a designated table in the 
Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to come and 
discover more about our church, get acquainted 
with others, and be able to ask questions.   

https://buffaloumc.breezechms.com/people/view/8903907


Worship  
Upcoming Worship Events 
Sept. 2 Holy Communion; Last Sunday on 

summer schedule  
Sept. 9 Fall Kick-Off Sunday - late service 

returns to 10:30 am; Back to School 
Blessing in worship 

Sept. 16 Confirmation Sunday - 9th grade 
confirmands lead worship  

Sept. 23 7th Grade Faith Stepping Stone 
Blessing 

Sunday Schedule Changes Sept. 9 
The summer worship schedule runs through 

Labor Day Sunday, September 2.  On Sunday, 
September 9 we return to our fall schedule: 

8:15  Joyful Praise Worship 
9:20-10:20  Fellowship & Sunday School 
10:30  Celebration Worship 

Help Us Worship Well! 
 As we begin a new season of worship, we 
invite you to consider participating in some new 
ways to help our worship be more lay-led and 
vibrant.  Here are ways you could share: 
• Volunteer to read scripture 
• Join the Worship Design Team 
• Share a musical talent, as part of a group or 

special music  
• Learn to run the computer projection or the 

basics of the soundboard 
• Join the MCCI Worship Vitality team 
See Laurie right away if you’re willing to help in 
any way. 
 

Worship Attendance 
  Early          Late       Total 
July 25 S’More Worship  19 
July 29  89 49 138 
August 1 S’More Worship  15 
August 5  89 53 142 
August 12  111 70 181 
August 19      85 47 132 
 

 

Ministry & Missions  
Financial Peace University Classes 

Peace with your finances is possible!!  
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University is a 
nine-lesson money class that teaches step-by-
step how to create a budget, pay off debt, spend 
wisely, and save for the future.  This is a fantastic 
course for young people, but truly helpful at any 
age.  BUMC will offer this class on Wednesdays 
October 3 through November 28 from 6:30-
8:00 pm.  Child care is provided.  

The cost of the class is normally $100, but 
we are offering it to you for $50, and additional 
scholarship could be available.  The class will be 
led by Randy Whitcomb and Pam Sieberg.  This is 
sponsored by the Adult Disciple Vision Team.  

“Let’s Talk About It’ October 10 
On October 10 Bounce Back and SAVE 

will host a free meal, resource fair, speaker and 
two panel discussions (youth and adult) all to 
talk about how suicide has impacted our 
community and how we can address the issue.  It 
takes place at Buffalo High School Performing 
Arts Center from 5:30-7:30 pm, and is for all 
ages.   SAVE was one of the nation’s first 
organizations dedicated to the prevention of 
suicide. Their work is based on the foundation 
and belief that through raising public awareness, 
educating communities, and equipping every 
person with the right tools, suicide is 
preventable.  We all have a role to help! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Resumes 
 It is time to pick up the crochet hooks and 
knitting needles again! Anyone who enjoys knitting 
or crocheting is welcome on the 4th Monday of each 
month at 1:00 pm at Arlene Nelson’s home to make 
prayer shawls, hats, mittens or your choice of 
mission projects.  This month we meet on 
September 24. If you have any questions, please 
contact Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260. 
 The prayer shawls are distributed to anyone 
needing a reminder of God’s love and care, as well 
as the church’s. Other needlework projects are 
distributed where needed locally or globally. 



Frozen Meals Available 
 There are only a few meals left in the 
freezer for you to take to someone needing a 
meal or two.  Please help to clean it out so that 
the Meals Ministry can cook again!   

Blankets for Beds  
Thank you to everyone 

who continues to bring in 
blankets and bedding to 
donate to the Food Shelf.  The need is a NEVER 
ending, so please keep “Blankets for Beds” in 
mind as you perhaps notice that you have an 
extra blanket or two in your home or are 
cleaning your closets.  Any and ALL new OR 
gently used blankets/linens are accepted---
please put them in the “Blanket’s” box outside of 
the church office or call Dianne McLain 763-682-
2260 if you need them to be picked up. The 
smiles, comments and thanks from the recipients 
at the Food Shelf are a wonderful 
acknowledgement of this ministry from our 
church. 

 

Children’s Ministries & 
Sunday School 

Sunday School Kick Off! 
Sunday, September 9 
from 9:20-10:25 
Meet in the Sanctuary 
at 9:20! 
(All parents & children 3 years 
through 6th grade)  

Sunday School Starts September 9 
I know it doesn’t seem real, but the start 

of Sunday School is right around the corner!  
Bulletin boards are going up, supplies fill the 
resource room, and the teachers have been busy 
preparing for their classes!  We’re ready for our 
Sunday school kick-off on Sunday, September 9 
at 9:20.  Parents and children will begin in the 
Fellowship Hall for donuts, then meet in the 
sanctuary (ages 3 through 6th grade) for a short 
orientation.  The kids will then leave for their 

rooms, meet their teachers and get pictures 
taken for the Prayer Partner Ministry.   

If you have not yet registered for 
Sunday school, please sign up soon!  Go to the 
church website’s Sunday School page to 
download a registration form, or register 
online!!  

Remember, this is a great time to invite 
friends and neighbors to Sunday School! Your 
invitation might be just what it takes for a family 
to join the fun on Sunday mornings and learn 
about Jesus’ love! 

Back-to-School Blessing Sept. 9th 
With the start of Sunday School and 

public school just getting underway, we invite all 
kids, SS teachers, and school teachers to be in 
worship on Sunday, September 9 for our 
special Back-to-School Blessing!  Attend either 
service (8:15 or 10:30) and we’ll bless all of our 
students and teachers for the year ahead.   Kids 
can even bring their school backpacks if they’d 
like! 

Help Teach Sunday School! 
We still need one more teacher for the 

4th/5th grade Sunday School class.  We could 
also use some music leaders and/or helpers, and 
substitutes are always needed, as well.  Pray 
about this ministry and let us know if you feel 
called to serve as a teacher or classroom helper.  
Contact Debbie Bishop to volunteer.  We also 
encourage parents to volunteer as classroom or 
resource room helpers.   

3-Year-Old Faith Stepping Stone  
Our 3-year-olds will receive their Faith 

Stepping Stone Blessing and Story Bible in 
worship on Sunday, September 30.  We’ll pray 
over them as they begin their Sunday School 
journey.  Families may attend the worship 
service of their choice. 

Parent Connections 
Are you a parent of a Sunday School child 

wishing you knew more of the other Sunday 
School parents?  Watch for information coming 
on opportunities for parents to “connect” with 
other parents both in mission and in fun during 
the Sunday School hour!!! 



Confirmation 

Confirmation Starts Up in September 
Registration letters have been mailed to 

incoming 7th graders and returning 8th graders.  
If you know a youth who might want to 
participate in our confirmation program, please 
have them contact us as soon as possible. 

Confirmation Kick-Off Schedule 
Orientation for 7th & 8th Grade Students, 
Parents, Table Leaders and Faith Partners  

Meet with Pastor Bill on Wednesday, 
September 12, 6:00 – 7:30 pm, FH. 

Students & Faith Partners 
Students meet with their faith partners for 
the first faith night dinner on Wednesday, 
September 19, 6-7:30 pm. 

Students and Table Leaders 
Your first focus night class with Pastor Bill is 
Wednesday, September 26 from 6-7:30.   

 
Remember, 7th & 8th Grade Sunday School 

classes begin on September 9 and confirmation 
students are expected to attend.  Also, all 
students are expected to attend the Confirmation 
worship service for the Class of 2018 on Sunday, 
September 16. 

Confirmation Sunday September 16 
 Confirmation Sunday is 
September 16 for our 9th 
graders, and is always a 
special day.  Students will 
share faith statements at both 
services, but the confirmation 
ritual takes place at the 10:30 worship service.   
 NOTE: 2018 Confirmation class 
students, faith partners, and parents will have 
confirmation rehearsal on Saturday, September 
15 at 7:00 pm. 

7th Grade Faith Stepping Stone  
 We will bless our 7th graders who are 
beginning their first year of confirmation during 
worship on Sunday, September 23.  As part of 
this Faith Stepping Stones Blessing we present 
them with their confirmation study Bible.   

 

Fun & Fellowship 

Saturday Awakenings September 22 
Saturday   
September 22 
7:00 pm 

 Our September concert is the Jumpin’ 
Jehosafats (rescheduled from February due to 
bad weather).  So come enjoy a truly joyous with 
this group of mostly UM pastors, who believe 
that God wants us to make a joyful noise! They 
do that in the form of Dixieland, gospel and jazz 
music that will have you tapping your toes and 
clapping your hands!  Join us and invite some 
friends.  Refreshments follow; freewill offering. 

September Fellowship Gatherings  
The monthly “Game Gathering” is on 

Thursday, September 6 from 1:00-4:00 pm.  
Bring a snack to share if you wish.  Coffee 
provided.  A variety of board and card games are 
played.  Come enjoy a fun afternoon.  

The “Diners Out” will have their final 
gathering of the year at Perkins restaurant on 
Thursday, September 27 at 5:30 pm.  For 
questions or a ride, call Dave & Sara Gaeth at 
763-682-4964.  Diners Out resumes next May. 

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
 The United Methodist Men’s Fellowship 
holds its first fall meeting on Saturday, 
September 15 at 7:30 am.  We’re eager to 
gather once again over a hot breakfast to enjoy 
fellowship, devotions, and discussion of current 
topics and ways to serve our church family as 
well as our community.  All are welcome! 

Contact Ivan Erickson at 763-497-1742 if 
you have questions about the United Methodist 
Men’s Fellowship. Deepen your spiritual and 
fellowship connections with other BUMC men. 

United Methodist Women Update 
UMW will be going to the Wright County 

Historical Museum on Thursday, September 13. 
We will leave the church at 12:40 PM, or you can 
meet us there. Carol Wakeling and Ruth Kalway are 
our hostesses for the day. If you need a ride please 
Paulette Moore at (660) 624-0537. 

https://buffaloumc.breezechms.com/people/view/8903907


In the Community 

Transitional House for Homeless 
Did you know? Love INC-Big Woods has 

the only transitional house in Wright County. This 
is a place where a homeless family can live while 
they get back on their feet with support from local 
agencies and Love INC volunteers. The family that 
was occupying the house has moved on and a new 
family will be welcomed soon. Please be in prayer 
for this new family, whoever they are, that this 
transitional house will be a relief and a blessing to 
them as they get back on track with their lives. 
Thank you for your support of all the ministries of 
Love INC-Big Woods! 

 

Ministry Team Reports 

Finance Team Report 
by Dexter Lehman 

Summers are a great time for vacations 
but can sometimes can be a slow time for 
contributions.   We were blessed with a good July 
financially.  We ended July with year to date 
income minus expenses at a -$2,511.  Still 
slightly negative, but a nice rebound from a 
month earlier.  Overall contributions have been 
below budget for the year, but expenses have 
also been below budget, which has kept our 
deficit in check. 

Our church mortgage reached a 5-year 
milestone and was readjusted in August.   Five 
years ago we renegotiated our mortgage and 
took out money to assist in the replacement of 
most of the roof and our new parking lot.   At 
that time the mortgage balance was at $225,000.   
I don’t have the exact numbers but can tell you 
that the balance today is in the neighborhood of 
$130,000.  As we face the challenges of the 
current year it is comforting to look back at what 
we have accomplished over the past several 
years.   Thank you for your faithful giving. 

MCCI Teams Are Waiting for You! 
If you’re new to our church, you’ve 

probably heard the letters MCCI and wondered 
what it’s all about. MCCI is the Missional Church 
Consultation Initiative. In short, it’s a national 
movement by which our church, as well as 
others around the state and country, are 
reclaiming our mission to reach new people with 
the Good News of Jesus. A key to the MCCI is 
equipping and permission giving to lay people 
like you to take ownership of the churches 
ministries. Staff people come and go, while the 
saints of the church are those who year after 
year find ways to use their gifts and calling to 
serve the church and the world. If you’re not 
currently serving on a ministry team, you may be 
the person God has been preparing to serve on 
one of the following MCCI teams: 
 The Worship Excellence Team is 
beginning our work with Cathy Townley, a 
worship design coach. The team is looking for 
individuals with a heart for shaping our 
traditional worship service to meet the spiritual 
needs of those we are most likely to reach in the 
Buffalo area. This is the perfect time for you to 
get on board and help us make a great traditional 
worship service even better. 
 The Social Media Team and the Website 
Design Team have not yet launched, but as the 
Rebranding Team nears the completion of its 
work, we’d like these teams to begin preparing. 
Are you a savvy Social Media user who might be 
able to help our church reach new people in 
creative ways? Are you aware of the ways and 
means by which we might leverage our existing 
website into something even more inspiring and 
engaging?  
 Be watching for more updates from our 
many new ministry teams. If you’re ready to take 
your place in this breakthrough movement of 
God in our midst, talk to Pastor Bill or any of the 
many servant leaders in our church who are 
finding joy in shaping these new ministries of 
our church. 



Summer Reading Program Wraps Up 
The Playground Team’s summer “Reading 

in the Park” program has come to an end and 
was a wonderful success again this year, 
averaging 25 kiddos, plus their parents each 
week!  The program ran every Wednesday 
morning from 9:30 – 10:30 from June 20 through 
August 22, with a different guest reader each 
week followed by a craft, game time and a snack.  

Some of our notable readers were Mayor 
Lachermeier, Cat in the Hat, the Rodeo Queen, 
the police department, Paddington Bear and 
others.  Many thanks to volunteers who faithfully 
helped out:  Kris Carlson, Dianne McLain, Sue 
Sorsoleil, Maryann Barfknecht, Barb Sargent, 
Julie Bedker and Gloria Farwick.  We had a lot of 
crazy fun together and got to know so many 
wonderful young families---who are all so 
appreciative of our beautiful park/playground. 

Shade for the Playground 
A direct outgrowth from our Summer 

Reading Program is an initiative started by the 
young families to raise funds for a shade canopy 
for the park, as the one thing our playground 
lacks is shade.  Since the parents knew that our 
church and the city had already provided all the 
financial backing possible, they established a 
GoFundMe account to fundraise for a canopy 
that would fit between the two playground areas.  

An excellent price quote is good until the 
end of September, so getting the word out now is 
critical.  Go to GoFundMe.com and search for 
“Buffalo MN Park Shelter” to donate or to share 
with any young families in your neighborhood.  
Small contributions by many will get the job 
done!! 

Family Fund Rejuvenation 
The fund our church uses to bless those in 

temporary need of financial assistance has been 
drawn down this summer in meeting a large number 
of needs. Though primarily used to help those 
within our congregation, we have also helped 
people from the broader community providing help 
with things like utility bills, medication expenses or 
new tires.  If you would like to support this ministry 
beyond your regular offering, please write “Family 
Fund” on your envelope or check and the amount 
you’d like applied to that fund. 

Our Church Family 

Bertha Jones Celebration of Life 
Michael Jones extends this invitation to the 

BUMC:  My family and I want to celebrate the life, 
the love and the laughter that made our mother 
Bertha someone I hope who has helped, in some 
small way, to have brightened some of your days.  
My mother's "Celebration of Life" open house will 
be at Huikko's Bowling & Entertainment Center in 
Buffalo, on Saturday, September 1 from 11 am to 
2:30 pm.  All are welcome! 

Prayer Matters… 
• Marilyn Pittman passed away at Park View.  

Marilyn is the grandmother of Vicky Kobbe, 
and mother of Paulette (Graff) Weese.  Services 
will be held in her hometown of Jeffers. 

• Pat Bowe went back into ICU at Abbott NW 
recently due to continuing challenges with 
pancreatic cancer. Please pray for peaceful rest, 
strength, and healing.  

• Ed Hance has been diagnosed with a rare blood 
disorder and has begun treatments.  Pray for he 
and Erva as they navigate the days ahead. 

• Prayers of celebration that Todd Seidel is 
improving, and was able to come home, but 
keep the prayers going, as it's still going to be a 
long haul of rehab, surgery and healing. 

Thank You from: 
• Phyllis Griffith & Family: “Thank you for 

prayers and cards and visits during my hospital 
recovery. With gratitude and appreciation.” 

 

  



 
 
 
 

Preschool Staff:   
Melissa Ungaro, director  
Christine Hartke, 3-year-old & 4/5 teacher  
Jenny Hanson, teaching assistant 

What’s Up in Preschool? 
Opening day for the 2018-2019 preschool 

year is just around the corner, and we are 
excited!  Our first day for the 3’s is Thursday, 
Sept. 6 and for the 4/5 class is Friday, Sept 7.  
Orientation Night is on August 28 where we 
meet our wonderful preschoolers and their 
parents, impart a lot of valuable information, and 
get all of us very eager for that first day!  We 
currently have 10 openings in the 3s class and 
four openings in the 4/5 class. 
 

We have our wonderful staff returning:  
Christine Hartke is lead teacher for both classes, 
and Jennifer Hanson returns as assistant in both 
classes.  Melissa Ungaro continues as the BUMP 
Director.   Also returning is our wonderful 
½-hour GymNation phy ed classes.  An instructor 
from the local club will come to our facility to 
teach these classes on Mondays and Tuesdays.  
Getting our children more active and more 
knowledgeable about their bodies, healthy food 
and proper rest at this young age is the goal.  
 

One of the unique features of our 
preschool is that we have been able to offer 
assistance to needy families.  Our congregation 
has been very generous in donating dollars, so 
that children of all income brackets can receive 
this vital education in readiness for 
kindergarten.  We have received scholarship 
requests again this year, and our reserve is very 

low at this point, so if this is an area that speaks 
to your heart, know that you will be helping to 
build the educational foundation for some very 
important young lives.  
 

We look forward to the exuberance, joy 
and energy of our preschoolers as we begin our 
11th year of classes here at BUMPreschool!  We 
are looking for volunteers to help our 
preschoolers make applesauce on Thursday, 
September 27 and Friday the 28th.  If you are 
able to assist, we’d welcome the hands and help!  
If available, please let Melissa know at 763-682-
3538 or 612-444-6002.   Feel free to drop into 
our facility any morning and see lots of Christian 
love, learning and happiness in action. 
 
Preschool Advisory Board Members Needed 

If you have an interest in early childhood 
education and a willingness to help shape the 
future of our program, we need YOU on the 
Preschool Advisory Board!  The Board is made 
up of the preschool director, parents from both 
classes, representatives from the SPRC and 
Finance teams, and church members at large. 

Currently we need one or two members 
from the congregation to fill those at-large 
positions.  We meet the first Tuesday of every 
other month from 7:00-8:30 PM, starting in 
October. We get a lot of decisions made in that 
time!  Please contact Melissa or the church office 
if you are interested in joining our fun, spirited, 
efficient group that is generating so many good 
ideas for our preschool! 

Enjoy these beautiful last days of summer 
as we look forward to God’s little ones clamoring 
through our preschool doors the first week of 
September! 

Melissa Ungaro, Director 



Connection Points 
Ministries and fellowship opportunities meeting at regularly scheduled times 

 

United Methodist Women  Every 2nd Thursday of the month 
 
All women are invited to join in the fellowship hall monthly to spend time in fellowship and 
devotions, and to learn more about the missions supported by the UMW.  
 This Month:   Thursday, September 13th at 12:40 (meet at church) 
 Program:   Wright County Historical Museum 

 Hostesses: Carol Wakeling and Ruth Kalway 
    

United Methodist Men’s Fellowship           Every 3rd Saturday of the month 
Men of the church interested in service, faith and fellowship are invited to come 
meet with other men for fellowship, devotion and fund raising projects.  The 
meetings begin with breakfast at 7:30 am.   

This month: Saturday, September 15th at 7:30am 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry        Every 4th Monday 
Gather at Arlene Nelson’s home at Park Terrace at1:00 pm to knit or crochet shawls for 
people who might be homebound, in the hospital, grieving, or in other challenging 
situations.  Call Dianne McLain at 763-682-2260 with questions.   

This month: Monday September 27th at 1:00 pm 
 

Thursday Gathering Every 1st Thursday of the month 
Gather in the fellowship hall at 1:00 pm for a time of fellowship playing games and 
occasional service project.  Bring a favorite game and snacks.  All are welcome!  
Call Esther Kiphuth at 763-477-6221 if you have questions. 

  This month:  Thursday, September 6 at 1:00 pm 
 

Adult Bible Study Every Thursday 
An ongoing traditional Bible study meets at Paulette Moore’s home.  All are welcome to 
join this study long- or short-term as able, starting on the 20th.  Call Paulette for details 
at: 763-276-7435.  This year we are studying 1st & 2nd Kings, Esther, and Ruth.  
       Weekly:  Thursdays at 6:30 pm   

 

Diners Out Fellowship Gathering Every 4th Thursday of the month 
Gather at Perkins May-September at 5:30 pm for food and fellowship.  
Primarily active seniors, but all welcome!  Call Sara Gaeth at 682-4964.  

  This month: Thursday, September 27th 
 

Praise & Coffee Every 1st Monday of the month 
Gather at Perkins for coffee, fellowship and a spirit of praise!  All 
welcome – men, women, young or old!  Call Sheryl Lehman at 
763-229-0340.  
 This month: cancelled due to Labor Day 



Wed., Sept. 19 
An evening of fine dining is    
being prepared for BUMY     
students in grades 9-12 on 
Wednesday, September 19  

to kick off our year together. 
Dress is casual.  Attending with 

an appetite is a must!  Hors 
d'oeuvres will be served  
beginning at 6:00 pm,  

dinner to follow.  
Guests are welcome but please RSVP for this event 

to aid chef Roberto in his preparation. 
We look forward to enjoying a meal with you!            

RSVP to:                                          
curtis@buffaloumc.com  or  763.213.6648                               

 

Back to school prayer for our students and ourselves… 
Raising a child is an awesome and often overwhelming  responsibility, yet You 

have entrusted these children to me, so I come to You now to lift them up to 
You as they begin a new year at school.  I pray that my children will be positive 

influences on those around them, conducting themselves in a Christ-like     
manner and resisting temptations. Lord, I also pray for myself as a  

parent.  Please help me to be there for my children in the ways that they need 
me to be.  Help me to understand them and to know how to support them, even 
‘fight’ for them, if needed.  I pray that You will give me the wisdom to know 

when to help, when to encourage, when to motivate, and when to sit back.  
I  pray for every parent who shares these prayerful concerns and ask that You 
guide and bless them as they love and care for their children.  I pray, too, for 
the children who don’t have someone to pray for them.  May those children 
find people in their lives who can lead and inspire them. Amen and Amen! 

 

Wed., Sept. 26 
 Game Night 

Wed., Oct. 3 
 DOTS and STARS 

Wed., Oct. 10 
 How to Hear God’s Voice 

      Wed., Oct. 24 
      WhirlyBall 

“Where Everybody 
Knows Your Name!” 

CURTIS R. RIECK   
Curtis@buffaloumc.com 

(The guy who should know stuff) 
 

NO DOTS                     NO STARS  

Opportunities for 
short-term  
volunteers  

Be the one to help us 
make this happen!  

 

Putting out an urgent call for 
adult leaders to work with 
others on the team to lead 

our youth groups. We know 
that most people believe 
that helping teenagers is  
valuable. We also know  

that most people just don’t 
think they have the skillset 

or the ability to do it.   
We are looking for 3 people 

willing to step out and try 
something new for just an  

8-week commitment.  
If it becomes something  

you love (and we think that it 
will), AWESOME.  

If you find that it is not your 
thing, no worries. Adult  

leaders serve on a  
“one does what one can” 
basis. We all try to attend  
as often as possible, but  

we do have others to jump 
in when anyone is gone. 

 

*FOR MORE INFO:            
      CONTACT CURTIS   
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Information               
Resources 

Current issues of the Upper 
Room are available in the 
entryway for a nominal 
donation. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Call the office or use the cards 
available in the fill out the in 
the pew rack. Turn them in to 
the pastor before services on      
Sunday morning for inclusion 
in announcements 

Prayer Circle 
Please call or e-mail the church 
office at 763-682-3538 with 
prayer concerns or to be part of 
the prayer circle. 
 

Flowers for the Altar 
Do you have a special event or 
person you want to honor with 
flowers some Sunday? Call or 
e-mail the office, and indicate if 
you will bring your own, or 
place your check for $39 in the 
offering marked “flowers” and 
we will order. 

Please let the church office know: 
 If your telephone number, 

e-mail address or mailing 
address change. 

 When a member of your 
family is hospitalized or in 
need of pastoral care. 

 If you would like Holy 
Communion brought to you. 

 If you know of someone in 
the congregation that could 
use a delivered meal.

 

Looking Ahead… 
Items to Put on Your Calendar 

October  7     World Communion Sunday 
October 7            UMW Conference Annual 

Gathering in Hastings 
October 14     SS Prayer Partner Party 
October 17-19  Fall School Break - MEA 
November 2-4 “The Event” for Confirmation  
November 4  All Saints Sunday 
November 4 Daylight Saving Time Ends 
November 4    3rd Grade Faith Stepping Stone 

Bible Class during SS 
November 11 Parkview Service 
November 11    3rd Grade FSS Blessing 
November 18     New Member Sunday 
November 21     Community Thanksgiving Service 
November 25     UM Student Sunday 
 

Scripture Reader Schedule 
Traditional Celebration Service 10:30 am 

Sept  2 -  9:45 Barbara Sargent 
Sept 9 – 10:30 Sherri Clark 
Sept  16 – 10:30 Rita Varner-Otness 
Sept  23 – 10:30 Sara Gaeth 
Sept 30 – 10:30 Dianne McLain 

Coffee Server Schedule 
Sept  2 UEC – Lehman’s & Knutson’s 
Sept 9 Barb Odenthal & Eric Johnson 
Sept 16 Senior High Youth 
Sept 23 Norm & Kathy Varner 
Sept 30 Natalie Roeser & Julie Bedker 

Usher Schedule 
8:15 am   

Sept  2 
Sept  9 
Sept  16 
Sept  23 
Sept 30 

10:30 am 
Sept 2 – 9:45 
Sept 9 
Sept 16 
Sept 23 
Sept 30 

 
Troy Hanson & Jan Heyerdahl 
Larry & Darla Frink 
Troy & Kathy Hanson   
Jeff & Kris Wurtzberger 
Dennis & Tracy Daleiden 
 
Ivan Erickson & Lester Hamann 
Ivan Erickson & Linda Bostic 
Lester Hamann & Linda Bostic 
Susan Anderson & Jeremy Carlson 
Lester Hamann & Iona Markley 



September 2018 
  Sunday     Monday         Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday   Friday      Saturday 
 

 
Sunday Schedule (through Sept. 2)             Sunday Schedule (starting September 9) 
  8:15 am          Joyful Praise Worship          8:15 am              Joyful Praise Worship 
  9:15-9:45 am Fellowship & Education       9:20-10:20 am   Fellowship  
 9:45 am           Traditional Worship             10:30 am            Traditional Worship 
 
 
 

1 
9:00 am AA 
 

2 
Holy Communion 
7:30 pm AA (FH) 
 

3 
10:00 am AA 
7:30 pm AA 
 
Labor Day 
 

4 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 Weight Watchers 
7:00 pm Property Team 

Meeting 
7:00 Preschool Board 

Meeting 
 
 

5 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
3:00 pm Guest 

Connections Meeting 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

6 
Preschool 1st Day 
1:00 pm Thursday’s 

Gatherings 
6:30 pm AA 

Women’s Group 
 

7 
Preschool 1st Day 
9:00 am Commodity 

Distribution 
 
 

8 
7:30 Worship Design 

Team  
9:00 am AA 
 
 

9 
Fall Kick Off – Sunday 

School Starts 
Back to School Blessing 
9:20 pm Discover 

BUMC Welcome 
Gathering 

7:30 pm AA 
 

10 
10:00 am AA 
6:30 BeFrienders 
7:15 Life Happens -  

Understanding 
Celiacs 

7:30 pm AA 
 
 

11 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 Weight Watchers 
7:00 pm Leadership 

Meeting 
 
 

12 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Sr. High Leader 

Meeting 
6:00 pm Confirmation 

Orientation 
6:30 pm Handbell Practice 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 

13 
12:40 pm UMW goes 

to Wright County 
Historical 
Museum 

6:30 pm AA 
Women’s Group 

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
7:30 am – UM Men’s 

Fellowship 
9:00 am AA 
12:00 pm Private Rental 
7:00 pm Confirmation 

Sunday Rehearsal 
 

16 
Confirmation Sunday 
7:30 pm AA 
 

17 
10:00 am AA 
12:30 pm MS Support 

Group 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

18 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 Weight Watchers 
7:00 SPRC Meeting 
 
 

 

19 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm Sr. High Youth 

Dinner 
6:00 pm Confirmation – 

Faith Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 

20  
6:30 pm AA 

Women’s Group 
6:30 pm Bible Study 

at Paulette’s 
 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

21 

 

22 
UMW Big Waters Fall 

Gathering 
9:00 am AA 
7:00 pm Saturday 

Awakenings – 
Jumpin’ Jehosafats 

 
23 
7Th Grade FSS Blessing 
9:30 Prayer Journaling 

Open House 
7:30 pm AA 
 
 

24 
10:00 am AA 
1:00 pm Prayer 

Shawls at Arlene’s 
7:30 pm AA 

25 
10:30 am AA 
6:30 Weight Watchers 
7:00 pm Finance Team 
 
 

26 
8:30 am Weight Watchers 
6:00 pm  Confirmation- 

Focus Night 
6:30 pm Handbells 
7:30 pm Joyful Praise 
 

27 
5:30 pm Diners Out 

at Perkins  
6:30 pm AA 

Women’s Group 
6:30 pm Bible Study 

at Paulette’s 
 

28 
10:00 am Newsletter 

Assembly 
 
 

29 
8:00 am Wesley Meal 
8:00 am Private Rental 
9:00 am AA 
 
 

30 
3yo FSS Blessing 
10:20 am Jesus Rocks 

Rehearsal 
7:30 pm AA 



Buffalo United Methodist Church 
609 8th Street Northwest 
Buffalo, MN  55313 
763-682-3538 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
           Don’t Miss… 

FFaallll  KKiicckk--OOffff  
SSuunnddaayy  SScchhooooll  SSttaarrtt  &&  SScchheedduullee  CChhaannggee  

SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  99  
 

Worship at 8:15 & 10:30  
(Note late service change!) 

Sunday School from 9:20-10:20  
Ice Cream Social from 9:20-10:20 

See you then! 
 
 
 

The Joy Connection is a monthly publication of The Buffalo United Methodist Church. 
Submission deadline is the third Thursday of every month. 
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Buffalo United Methodist Church 
…serving people for Jesus Christ  

so that we all may know joy! 
 

Office Hours: 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday-Thursday – 9 am to 3 pm 
Friday – 9 am to 1 pm 

 
Phone   Fax 

763-682-3538  763-682-3614 
 

E-Mail: 
Office@BuffaloUMC.com 

 
Website 

www.BuffaloUMC.org 
 

   Find us on Facebook 
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