BUMC Weekly

CONNECTION

September 16, 2026

SUNDAY SERVICE CHILDREN AND YOUTH

SCRIPTURE
“When Blessings Are Released” MINISRTY
With Pastor Amy Strom 2 Cor 9:11-15 No Early Word
Sept. 20, 2026

9am Service 1* day of Confirmation

Joy in the Journey
It Takes a Village to Pass on the Faith

One of my favorite times of the year is upon us: Confirmation! There is something especially meaningful about watching
our young people begin this journey of discovering what it means to follow Jesus. Watching the kids take on the faith of their
parents and make it their own. Confirmation gives us the wonderful privilege of doing something that is at the very heart of
the Christian faith: passing on the faith to the next generation.

I often think of the phrase, “It takes a village” What I mean by that is that it takes all of us—each doing what we can—to
help pass on the mystery of our faith and the hope of Christ who lives in us.

First, it takes parents. Parents have made sacred promises to nurture their children in the Christian faith. That means
doing everything they can to make worship a priority, getting their kids to church on Sunday, encouraging them in their
service and volunteer opportunities, and making the spiritual formation of their children a priority. It is an investment that
will bear fruit not only during these confirmation years, but throughout their children's lives.

It also takes a Confirmation Leadership Team. These faithful leaders spend countless hours planning, organizing, building
the year-long calendar, and thinking creatively about the best ways to help our young people grow in their understanding of
God, Scripture, the church, and their own faith. Their work helps create the environment in which faith can take root and
grow.

And then there are our Faith Partners. I am so grateful for these wonderful people who have said “yes” to walking
alongside our confirmands for the next two years. They will listen, encourage, ask questions, share their own stories of faith,
and help these young people learn to articulate what they believe. Eventually, these same confirmands will stand before this
congregation on Confirmation Sunday and say “yes” to following Jesus for themselves. What a privilege it is to walk with
them toward that moment.

Also, it takes a church to pass on the faith. It takes a church that prays for its young people. A church that gives
generously. A church that serves faithfully and with joy. A church that lives out the gospel in tangible ways. A church where
children and young people can look around and see adults genuinely trying to follow Jesus.

Because faith is not simply taught. Faith is caught.

And then finally, we have our confirmands. Our young people are watching us. They are watching how we worship, how
we serve, how we forgive, how we love our neighbors, how we respond when life is difficult, and how we seek to follow Jesus
in the ordinary circumstances of life. They are watching us try to figure out what it means to live as disciples of Christ.

And that is why confirmation is not simply a program for nine kids. It is a ministry of the whole church. This Sunday, we will
have the joy of welcoming five new boys into the confirmation process. I am so excited to see where this journey will take
them and, even more importantly, what God will do in their lives over these next couple of years.

So, church, I invite you to join me in this important work. Pray! Pray for the families and the confirmands. Pray for their
Faith Partners and Confirmation Leadership Team. Pray that these young people will encounter Jesus in ways that are real
and life-changing. And pray that all of us will be faithful in the responsibility and privilege we have been given to pass the
faith on to the next generation.

Because it truly takes a village. And what a beautiful village God has given us.

-Paston my
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Children and Youth Ministr

Welcome to the Children and Youth Ministries newsletter! We're excited to officially launch this page
and share the programs, events, and opportunities that help our children and youth grow in faith,
friendship, and service. Check back throughout the year for updates as we continue growing together.

Confirmation Begins September 20!

A new year of growing in faith, friendship, and fun begins Sunday, September 20th!
We are so excited to welcome our Confirmation students and families for another year
of learning, asking questions, building relationships, and discovering what it means to
live out our faith.

A Special Blessing During Worship

During worship on September 20th, we will celebrate a special Faith Stepping Stone
Blessing for our students who are beginning Confirmation. Hunter Buessman, Walter
Lindeman, Charles Smith, Oliver Eckenrode and Dylan Warner will receive their own
Bible as they take this important step in their faith journey.

Parents and Faith Partners are invited to be part of this special blessing as we surround
our young people with love, encouragement, and prayer.
Then... Confirmation Begins!

Immediately following worship, all Confirmation students and their families will
meet in the back Fellowship Hall for our First Day of Confirmation. We'll go over
everything families need to know for the year ahead—including what to expect,
important dates, how Confirmation will work, and all the exciting things we have
planned. We can’t wait to get this new Confirmation year started! See you September
20th at 9:00 a.m.!

Let’s grow in faith together! \
Sue Davies

Contact Info;

email: childrens@bufflaoumc.com phone: 763.684.3538 ext 115
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Welcome to our new Volunteer information newsletter page! This page is currently in
the works to create an easy to access page for all our church volunteers. We are
happy to have you all & we want have an easy access page to gather information.

Sept 20 - Doug & Sherri Clark
Sept 20 - Dale & Barb O. Sept 27 - Mike and Jana Knutson

Sept 27 - Sally & Alison

Sept 20 - Sheryl Lehman
Sept 27 - Mike Knutson

October

COntaCt | nfo Chris S., Gayle R, Sherri C., Doug C., and

_ Shelly G
Email;

Marcia Plaschko/ Office Admin

Gloria Farwick/ Guest Connections

Sept 20 Bruce D.
Amy Austin /Worship Coordinator Sept 27 Michael M.
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